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“City on Strike” Book Launch 
Author: Harriet Zaidman 
Reviewed by: Ruth Latta, CM Association Reviews 
City on Strike honours the working people who took action on their 
own behalf in the Winnipeg General Strike one hundred years ago. Of 
the three other young adult novels about this key event in Canadian 
history, one book focuses on the loss of a childhood friendship 
(Goodbye, Sarah); another on the impact of the strike on J.S. 
Woodsworth’s family, especially his daughter, Grace (Grace and the 
Secret Vault), and a third, (Papergirl), emphasizes the importance of 
working class, rather than middle class, efforts in the struggle. 
 City on Strike, like Papergirl, highlights the efforts of everyday 

people by centring on a working class Jewish family in Winnipeg’s North End. As well as 
presenting the events and effects of the Strike, Harriet Zaidman shows immigrant families facing 
discrimination because of their ethnicity and religion. In today’s political atmosphere, her 
approach makes the novel especially relevant to young readers.  
 The Sitner family includes Tateh (Harry), an out-of-work machinist; Mama (Goldie) a factory 
worker, and their three children: Fanny, a telephone operator; 13-year-old Jack, a student and 
newsboy for the Manitoba Free Press, and Nellie, the youngest, a schoolgirl. Tateh, who recently 
survived the great flu epidemic of 1918-1919, feels useless because he can’t support his family. 
The children are aware that the family is barely making ends meet and regard with apprehension 
the murmurings about a big strike looming. 
 The men in the neighbourhood talk about low wages, high prices, war millionaires and the 
oppression of “Bohunks, Kikes, Huns and Polaks”. At school, Jake learns the poem “Invictus”, 
with the lines, “I am the master of my fate/I am the captain of my soul”, but observes that it 
doesn’t seem true for working people. He sees how the rich live when sent to deliver the Free 
Press on Wellington Crescent, an area with mansions on lush lawns. 
 As Jack delivers his papers, a boy comes out, introduces himself as William Andrews and 
helps Jack deliver the papers. He says it looks like fun and that it must be nice to earn one’s own 
money. His father is A. J. Andrews, a former Winnipeg mayor, soon to establish the anti-labour, 
strike-breaking Committee of 1,000. William quotes his father as saying that workers want too 
much money and want to be in charge even though they’re not smart enough. In spite of their 
difference in perspective, the boys become friends, of sorts, until William’s father orders him 
back indoors.  
 After the Strike is called, the only one in the Sitner family earning money is Jack as both 
Mama and Fanny have walked off their jobs. The workers at the Manitoba Free Press are also on 
strike, but volunteer replacement workers (scabs) have stepped in to publish the paper. Jack has 
been selling the strikers’ paper, the Western Labour News, but earns less than from selling the 
Free Press. Although the Free Press claims that the strike is a plot to overthrow the government, 
Jack sells the paper out of desperation and lies to his mother about where he got the money to buy 
food. Consumed with guilt at going against his family’s values, he is harassed by strike supporters 
while selling the papers. 

Continued on page 16
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 
FROM WINNIPEG 
Lionel Steiman was welcomed to the UJPO Winnipeg 
Executive Board. 
Lecture Series: The last lecture by Dr. Itay Zutra took 
place on March 23. It was well received. 
Mazl Tov – Harriet Zaidman, UJPO Winnipeg Executive 
Secretary was congratulated on the publication of “City on 
Strike”, her novel about the 1919 General Strike (see page 
1.) 
Forums – The major Winnipeg 1919 General Strike 
program: UJPO co-sponsored this event with the Jewish 
Heritage Centre of Western Canada on May 30 at 7:00, 
with Roz Usiskin speaking on the role of Jews in the 
struggle and Harriet Zaidman talking about her novel (see 
page 1.) 
The season windup barbecue and shmues was held on 
Tuesday, June 4 at Roberta Hechter’s.  A review of the 
season and suggestions for next year were discussed. Aaron 
Shorr and Rubin Kantorovich provided musical interludes. 
UJPO Winnipeg North End Jewish Folk Choir – 
Conductor Koren Kaminski planned to withdraw as 
director this year, but proposed staying on as director in a 
shortened choir season for Chanukah, Purim and the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising memorial. The Winnipeg School 
Division is raising the price of rental where we rehease to 
$250 a year. A motion by Roz Usiskin to contribute $200 to 
the choir to support its work was approved. 
UJPO Winnipeg Book Club – It had its final season 
meeting on Sunday, April 28. 
Special News: The Wolodarsky Cribbage Tournament was 
featured in a 10-minute documentary at the Jewish Film 
Festival on June 6 at the Rady Centre. See What’s In Order 
on page 6. 

Dear UJPO Canada Board members - a note of 
appreciation from UJPO Winnipeg: 
Dear David, 
On behalf of UJPO Winnipeg, I would like to thank you for 
sponsoring Anna Shternshis’s visit to Winnipeg to speak at 
our annual Warsaw Ghetto Memorial. Anna’s discovery of 
songs long forgotten fascinated the audience. They showed 
the writers’ depth of thinking, the power of resilience, the 
humour in the face of unspeakable horrors. Anna herself is 
a gifted storyteller and had us wound around her fingers as 
she took us on her journey to uncover the story of the songs. 
 Her presentation made the evening even more 
meaningful, complemented by songs to commemorate the 

martyrs of the Warsaw Ghetto presented by the North End 
Jewish Folk Choir. 
Yours truly, 
Harriet Zaidman 
Secretary, UJPO Winnipeg  

FROM TORONTO 
By Rachel Epstein and sue goldstein 
Busy time in Toronto while we wait for spring to arrive! 

Third Seyder: 
 On April 27, 2019 we were joined by over 230 people 
at the MWS/UJPO Third Seyder. Our focus this year was 
on displaced peoples and we honoured two activist 
organizations that work with displaced and migrant 
peoples: No One is Illegal (NOII) and the Rainbow 
Railroad. 
 Speaking for NOII were Maya Menezes, Nisha 
Toomey, and Macdonald Scott. NOII advocates for open 
borders, sanctuary cities, Indigenous solidarity, and 
building power from below – from the grassroots. In a time 
of increasing austerity and rising fascism, NOII is calling 
for the rebuilding of ties across movements and for 
relearning collective building and working in coalition. For 
more information about NOII and how to get involved: 
http://toronto.nooneisillegal.org 
 Rainbow Railroad was represented by Andrea 
Houston, who passionately laid out the issues for queer and 
trans peoples in the 70 countries that criminalize LGBTQI 
identities, with 9 of those countries prescribing death as a 
punishment for homosexuality. Rainbow Railroad received 
over 1300 requests for support in 2018. They assist people 
to leave perilous situations and get to safe countries. They 
are always looking for donations to aid in bringing queer 
and trans people to safety. Air miles are gladly welcome. 
For more information about Rainbow Railroad and how to 
donate: www.rainbowrailroad.com. 
Morris Winchevsky School: 
 Back in March, the MWS had a wonderfully successful 
Purim Party with lots of costumes and silliness, plus of 
course homentashn and pizza! One of our shule parents 
arrived with their three piece brass band which added to the 
joyousness of the festivities! The B’nai Mitzvah class 
presented a spirited play summarizing the Purim story.   
 Speaking of which, on June 8 we were delighted to 
graduate five B’nai Mitzvah students from our program. 
Lev Dachner-Vally, Zohar Jaeger-Segal, Roxy Pearce 
Basman, Alexandria Zosia Thomas-Coward and Rebecca 
Francesca Zalik Lupeanu wowed the nearly 200 people 
present at their ceremony with their research presentations 
and tzedoke projects. They made us proud!  
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 The shule year wound down with a community potluck 
bagel brunch and, the following week, a carefully 
orchestrated (by the shule teachers and Education Director) 
scavenger hunt in the Bathurst/Lawrence area. Starting at 
the Winchevsky Centre the students, by following clues, 
visited many of the areas landmarks including the 
Workmen’s Circle building, United Bakers, and various 
bagel shops. There were surprise guests, tasks to complete 
and prizes at the end!   
 We are extremely appreciative of the enormously 
talented and dedicated people currently staffing the shule 
and we wish them all a wonderful summer.  
 Looking towards next year, we are in the midst of 
developing an Adult B’nai Mitzvah program for adults who 
are interested in a Jewish learning experience. We hope to 
begin the program in September. Stay tuned for more info.  
Camp Naivelt:  
 Camp Naivelt is gearing up for the season, with lots of 
clean up, tree cutting and general maintenance going on. 
Two paid staff will be assisting with the work this year: 
Sarah Latha as the administrative coordinator and Victor 
Sokolov as the maintenance officer. And of course many 
others will be putting in volunteer hours to make things run.   
 For a full listing of Camp Naivelt programs for 
Summer, 2019: https://www.winchevskycentre.org/camp-
programming, Music Camp will run from July 7 – 13 and 
Creative Camp from August 3 – 10.  
Cemetery:  
 Things are moving forward with the new South Section 
at Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park. By next year there should 
be UJPO cemetery plots available in the new section. We 
will keep you posted.   
 Executive Director, Rachel Epstein, recently attended a 
two-day workshop on Death & Dying at which various 
alternatives to burial were discussed. More and more 
people are seeking environmentally responsible approaches 
and new methods are being developed all the time. We 
hope to share these new developments with UJPO members 
at an event in the future.  
Winchevsky Centre: 
 Our beloved building has been causing us some grief 
lately – most recently when it flooded the day before the 
Third Seyder. Repairs have been done and we carry on! 
The Accessibility Committee continues to look into 
possibilities for making the building wheelchair and 
otherwise accessible.   
Other Programming: 
 Zing! Zing! Zing!, UJPO’s drop-in singing group, 
continues to meet monthly, most often at the Free Times 

Café. The group recently performed at a cabaret celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the Winnipeg General Strike.  
 Red Yiddish, our new(ish) Yiddish language group, 
meets bi-weekly in a west end living room. People of many 
levels of Yiddish knowledge are loving the opportunity to 
learn more in an informal and friendly setting.   
 UJPO member Marylin Kanee and E.D. Rachel Epstein 
recently presented two workshops on anti-Semitism at a 
high school Human Rights conference. Drawing on 
materials from the U.K.-based group, Jewdas, the 
workshops explored the history and current manifestations 
of anti-Semitism as well as distinctions between anti-
Semitism and criticism of Israel. The workshop was 
presented twice, both times well-attended by interested and 
engaged students.   
Official Officiant:   
 UJPO’s Executive Director, Rachel Epstein, will soon 
be an official officiant of the Ontario Humanist 
Association, meaning she will be licensed to perform 
weddings, and can also officiate funerals, baby-namings 
and other life ceremonies.   

FROM HAMILTON 
By Paul Weinberg 
On April 21 Hamilton UJPO members and friends gathered 
at the home of David and Marcia Cohen to discuss the 
ideas and writings of Amos Oz. (At our next “shmues and 
nosh” on June 16, new participant Alan Leibtog will speak 
about “Jewish Hamilton”. ) 
 Following are some notes of our discussion. 
 Amos Oz’s recent passing reminded our Hamilton 
UJPO group about the disappearance in Israel of moderate 
voices calling for an accommodation between Jews and 
Palestinians. The two state solution which he advocated 
right after the Six Day War which saw Israel seize 
Palestinian territories in the West Bank, Jerusalem and 
Gaza seems right now to be an impossible dream in face of 
the continued Jewish settlement on Palestinian land and 
creeping annexation in the West Bank. These have become 
indelible facts on the ground. (I am writing this as someone 
who until recently also endorsed two states.) 
 Oz’s death comes at a time when anti-Arab and anti-
immigrant racism, religious intolerance and ideas of Jewish 
supremacy figure more prominently in Israeli politics, as 
witnessed by the recent elections.  
 But if Israel’s greatest novelist tragically failed in his 
political prognostications, he did succeed in providing a 
body of literary work that will continue to be read by 
readers in the generations to come. 
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 His memoir, A Tale of Love and Darkness, is probably 
his most famous book internationally, turned into a film by 
Natalie Portman. But I also want to make a pitch for his 
many novels, particularly My Michael and Judas, as well as 
his collections of short stories. Unfortunately, his books are 
not always easy to find in the Hamilton public library in the 
city where I live. My Michael, my favourite Oz novel, is 
strangely only available here in Polish, for instance. 
 His last book, the remarkable Judas, includes a 
fictional character in the pre-state Zionist leadership in 
Palestine who stands out alone to oppose the partition 
proposal of separate Jewish and Arab states. This person 
ends up withdrawing from politics as the new state of Israel 
is declared. All of this may have been a metaphor for what 
Amos Oz, an opponent of a single state in Israel-Palestine 
for Jews and Arabs, and other members of the Zionist left 
(the so-called moral Israel) were similarly experiencing as 
their own ideas grew out of fashion.  

FROM VANCOUVER 

In Memoriam: Richard Rosenberg (1939-2019) 

By Carl Rosenberg 
I and other members of various circles – in BC and beyond 
– were saddened by the passing on March 19 of our friend 
Richard Rosenberg, who touched our lives in so many 
ways.   
 Born in Toronto, Richard attended the University of 
Toronto and University of Michigan, and joined the 
emerging Computer Science Department at the University 
of British Columbia in 1968, playing a major role in its 
founding. He retired as Professor Emeritus, and was often 
called on for media interviews on issues relating to 
technology, surveillance and privacy. He wrote a highly 
regarded study, The Social Impact of Computers, and 
helped develop national and international privacy and 
ethics policies.  
 Richard was active for many years in the Peretz Centre 
for Secular Jewish Culture, serving as a long-time Board 
member and then as President, and sang for many years in 
the Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir. He was a staunch 
advocate of free speech and civil liberties. He served as 
president of the BC Freedom of Information and Privacy 
Association, and was active in the BC Civil Liberties 
Association, being honoured with their Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  
 I knew Richard mostly through Jews for a Just Peace, 
in which we were both active throughout the nineties. I 
always found him knowledgeable, perceptive, and good-
humoured. As our mutual friend and JJP member Stephen 
Aberle put it, “He was a warm, sweet, erudite, witty, 

loving, loyal and generous man and will be deeply missed 
by those who knew him.” In the last few years, I often saw 
Richard at a Thursday lunch group which he attended for 
several years.     
 Richard’s connections to the secular Jewish community 
extended throughout his family. His sister Harriet and 
brother-in-law Richard Lee (who gave a moving tribute to 
Richard at the celebration of his life at the Peretz Centre on 
May 18) are active on the Winchevsky Shule Advisory 
Committee (SAC).  
 Donna Becker, Executive Director of the Peretz 
Centre, recalls, “I have known Richard since I first became 
involved with the Jewish Folk Choir in the 1990s and 
eventually with the Peretz Centre, where I was on the 
Board during his Presidency. Since he sat behind me in the 
choir, I think I will always have his singing voice in my ears.” 
 Long-time choir member Victor Neumann recalls, 
“Peretz has lost one of its best friends. Richard has stood by 
Peretz for countless years as a member, a Board member, 
as President and as a benefactor. I can’t imagine singing in 
the choir and not having Richard on my left as he was for 
the past 20 years or more. I will always think of Richard as 
the face and voice and soul of Peretz.” 
   My heartfelt condolences to Richard’s wife Sheryl, 
children Aryeh (Christine), Rebecca (Bryan), and Hannah 
as well as sister Harriet (Richard), niece and nephews 
David (Whitney), Miriam (Vince), and Lucah.  

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 
Ronit Little 
By Paula David, Marsha 
Fine, sue goldstein, Ruth 
Grossman,  Marilyn Tate 
and David Abramowitz. 
Ronit Little was initially a 
member of the Oreynu 
Congregation. When a 
Jewish social justice issue 
arose she asked the Oreynu 
leadership where they 
would be demonstrating; 
she was told “Oh, that’s a function of the UJPO!” She thus 
left Oreynu and became a UJPO Toronto member.   
  We have lost a truly loved and very active member of 
our community. Ronit was involved in many aspects of 
UJPO’s activities. A Toronto Board member since 2008, 
she worked most recently with former Toronto Board 
President, Julia Barnett, to update the organization’s 
bylaws. 
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 She was always fully prepared with agenda items 
carefully researched, her ideas well-organized and a ready 
explanation of relevant history, concerns, and suggestions. 
Ronit was also a very active and vital part of Camp Naivelt, 
and brought a hands-on and motivating approach to any 
project with which she was involved. When we needed 
children’s programming during Bagel Brunches, Ronit 
rallied the youth, created a training program and with their 
input, formed a childcare program as well as contributing 
job experience for the youth. 
  Ronit was a dedicated grandmother and very involved 
with our shule, attending each Kinder Kapers week with 
her granddaughters, often with Myles Lipton, to whom she 
was a dedicated partner. Not merely an attendee at events 
and meetings in which she participated, Ronit was a 
committed and active community member who cared 
deeply about UJPO and its future, about our social justice 
work and about her family and friends. Whether it was 
researching archives, reaching out to new members, 
volunteering to support new initiatives, working to preserve 
the property at Naivelt or the Winchevsky Centre in the 
city, Ronit was the first to roll up her sleeves and help get 
the job done. Like so many of us, she had strong opinions, 
but was unique in her ability to work hard to make things 
happen. She also had a wicked sense of humour. The loss 
of her presence is felt across our entire community. 
  We send our sincere and heartfelt condolences to her 
family and friends. We hope her example will inspire future 
generations.  

Ben Shek Award Presentations 
By Barbara Blaser at UJPO-Toronto’s Third Seyder,  
April 27, 2019  
Tonight I have the pleasure of presenting the Ben Shek 
Social Justice Award to two UJPO Members. 
 UJPO-Canada annually presents the Social Justice 
Award in honour of our late, beloved activist and life-long 
member, Ben Shek. Every current UJPO member is eligible 
if they meet the criteria as defined by the National 
Executive. 

Sol Hermolin 
 The first of our honourees, Sol Hermolin, is truly a life- 
long member of the UJPO as he was born when his parents 
were members and actively involved in the UJPO 
organization, Morris Winchevsky Shule, and of course, 
Camp Naivelt where they had a cottage and where Sol 
spent many summers. Sol went to the Shule and later was a 
Shule teacher, teaching Yiddish, Social Studies and other 
classes in the MWS. Sol is well known as being the person 
to blow the Shoifer at the Rosh Hashana/Yom Kippur 

observances. He has now passed this honour to his 
daughter, Robin. Over the years Sol has worked diligently 
at trying to Keep Yiddish Alive by being involved in a 
number of Yiddish programs within and outside the UJPO. 
 Many of the committees that comprise the UJPO, 
Shule and Camp Naivelt have benefitted from Sol’s 
involvement and expertise, and more so when he was 
President of UJPO-Toronto. He has always expressed a 
strong need for fair wages, good labour relations and 
medical care for all Canadians as part of his involvement in 
the many years of being a member. He has strived hard to 
keep the organization meeting its commitment to social 
justice, fighting anti-Semitism, and keeping the values and 
mission established by the founders of the UJPO. 
Sol has always been dedicated to his family, David, Elissa, 
Robin and of course, a proud grandfather to Hayden and 
Max. It is my pleasure to ask Sol to please accept the Ben 
Shek Social Justice Award on behalf of the UJPO-Canada. 

Julia Barnett 
 Our second honoree, Julia came to Toronto from 
Chicago in 1986 where she was born, and with her unique 
energy and passion quickly became involved in progressive 
politics and organizations in Toronto. Julia worked for 
Toronto Public Health for over 23 years as a Community 
Health Officer, working with neighbourhoods and 
organizations across the city working for equity and 
accessibility to health care, housing, education and building 
safe communities. She was also a steward in CUPE Local 
79 and a tireless advocate for improved labour laws and 
workers’ rights. 
 Before and during her years as Chair of the UJPO-
Toronto Board, Julia has consistently stood up for the 
values of our organization while remaining committed to 
fighting for equity and social justice, locally, nationally and 
internationally. She has brought in many provocative and 
important speakers presenting a wide range of relevant and 
sometimes controversial topics, ranging from Indigenous 
land rights, anti-racist actions, Islamophobia, anti-
Semitism, to name a few. 
 She has been a leader in keeping our organization 
informed on local, national and international issues and in 
this vein was instrumental with others in developing the 
UJPO Social Action committee. This Committee has grown 
and evolved, attracting new members and continuing to 
keep social justice at the core of UJPO’s work. 
 On behalf of UJPO and in partnership with IJV, Julia 
was one of the key organizers of the two day, “Doing 
Jewish Off the Grid”: a politics, identity and sexuality 
conference in 2015. The intention was to create a space that 
recognizes the diversity of Jewish perspectives. 
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 When asked what motivates her in her work with the 
UJPO-Toronto community, Julia replied, I don’t have 
family in Toronto, UJPO is my family and where my son 
and I celebrate holidays and share in community. When 
asked how she would define what UJPO stands for, her 
response was: “UJPO is committed to Social Justice, 
workers’ organizing, anti-racism, feminism, environmental 
justice, and building a better world. Our inter-generational 
community is a key to building a progressive left Jewish 
voice. We are respectful of our past and committed to a 
unique Jewish framework.” 
 Having worked on many committees with Julia, I can 
certainly attest to her commitments and I am pleased to 
present Julia with the Ben Shek Social Justice Award on 
behalf of UJPO-Canada. 

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl tov to: 

Winnipeg: 

 Roz Usiskin’s 9th great-grandchild arrived May 9! 

 Dora Rosenbaum’s grandson has become engaged. 

 In the Winnipeg Jewish Film Festival on June 6, 2019, 
“The Wolodarsky Cribbage Tournament at Winnipeg 
Beach” won an award in the short documentary category. 

Toronto: 

 Elyse Tera on passing the Ontario Acupuncture Exams. 

 Jenny Lewis on being nominated for the Canadian Screen 
Awards’ Best Achievement in Casting for Letterkenn. 

 Naomi Binder Wall, her daughter Eliza and partner 
Donald on the birth of her granddaughter Socorro Leona 
de Oliveira , whom they call “Coco.” 

 Harriet and Andy Lyons, whose son Sean was granted 
Indigenous status as a member of the Kitigan Zibi of the 
Algonquin Anishnaabe Nation. 

Welcome new members: 

 Pat Rayman and Marcus Chonsky. 

Heartfelt condolences to: 

 Sarah Latha on the passing of Shafique Omar. 

 The Garnet family on the passing of Norman Garnet. 

 Harriet Rosenberg and Richard Lee on the passing of 
Harriet’s brother, Richard Rosenberg. 

 Marian Kochan on the passing of his mother, Sura 
Kochan. 

 The family of Bernice Goldenberg on her passing. 

 Myles Lipton, Khaleen Little, Mark Day, and family on 
the passing of Ronit Little. 

 The family of 112 year old Tillie Oslender on her 
passing. 

 The family of Jim Kempkes on his passing. Jim was a 
member of UAS (Union Art Service), and regularly sent 
UJPO News graphics /political cartoons as they became 
available. UJPO News includes at least one UAS graphic 
in each issue. 

Speedy recovery to: 

 Anna Yanovsky. 

 Norman Epstein, father of UJPO Executive Director, 
Rachel Epstein.  

POETRY & SONG 
“For Ethel Rosenberg” 

By Adrienne Rich 

Ed. Note from Harriet Lyons: Because the anniversary of 
the Execution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg (June 19, 
1953) falls close to the date of the publication of this 
newsletter, this issue’s poetry selection is “For Ethel 
Rosenberg”, published in 1981, by Adrienne Rich.  
 Adrienne Rich (1929 - 2012) was a poet whom 
progressive Jews should celebrate as part of our history, 
though her ties to Judaism were complicated. She described 
these complications in her essay “Split at the Root,” 
published in 1986 in Nice Jewish Girls, A Lesbian 
Anthology, edited by Evelyn Torton Beck (Watertown, 
MA: Persephone Press). The child of a Jewish father and a 
southern Episcopalian mother, she was baptized an 
Episcopalian and told by her mother to list that as her 
religion on college forms, in order to “fit in.”  
 Adrienne Rich was recognized as an important poet 
while still an undergraduate at Radcliffe College, when her 
first book of poetry was selected by W.H. Auden for the 
Yale Series of Younger Poets Award. Many more books of 
poetry and prose (and awards) were to follow. She 
described her college friendships with Jewish women, and 
her marriage to a Jew, as in part a rebellion against the 
constraints of her upbringing. Her marriage eventually 
failed, and her husband committed suicide shortly 
thereafter. As she and the society around her changed in the 
1960s and 70s, Rich embraced social activism, including 
protest against the Vietnam War, Women’s Liberation (a 
term she preferred to feminism), and the struggle for 
lesbian and gay rights. Her poetry and prose increasingly 
became focused on ways for women to find and use their 
voices, and her own struggles to reconcile her identities as 
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daughter, daughter-in-law, wife, mother, lesbian, political 
activist, Jew, beneficiary of southern white privilege and 
long-term partner of a Jamaican-American woman poet, 
Michelle Cliffe. In “For Ethel Rosenberg” most of these 
personal conflicts are evident, though they are filtered 
through the lens of a tragic moment in American and 
progressive Jewish history. 
Link to Rich’s essay “Split at the Root”: 
http://www.public.asu.edu/~hiroshi/eng101/documents/rich.doc 
 I saw Adrienne Rich in action once, when she gave the 
commencement address in 1979 at Smith College, an elite  

college for women where I taught in the 1970s. She wore 
her customary overalls for the occasion, and I will never 
forget standing, our heels sinking into the grass, with 
administrators, other faculty, alumnae, and parents of the 
graduates (many of them potential donors) while Rich 
personally thanked the wait staff, the gardeners, and the 
people who had erected the stage, before moving on to take 
her place on the receiving line.  
https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2768&amp;context=i
owareview 
Link to an excellent article on Rich in Wikipedia 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrienne_Rich 

I 
Europe 1953: 
throughout my random sleepwalk 
the words 

scratched on walls, on pavements 
painted over railway arches 
Libérez les Rosenberg! 

Escaping from home I found 
home everywhere: 
the Jewish question, Communism 

marriage itself 
a question of loyalty  
or punishment 

my Jewish father writing me 
letters of seventeen pages 
finely inscribed harangues 

questions of loyalty 
and punishment 
One week before my wedding 

that couple gets the chair 
the volts grapple her, don't 
kill her fast enough 

Libérez les Rosenberg! 
I hadn't realized 
our family arguments were so important 

my narrow understanding 
of crime of punishment 
no language for this torment 

mystery of that marriage 
always both faces 
on every front page in the world 

Something so shocking so 
unfathomable 
it must be pushed aside 

II 
She sank however into my soul A weight of sadness 
I hardly can register how deep 
her memory has sunk that wife and mother 

like so many 
who seemed to get nothing out of any of it 
except her children 

that daughter of a family 
like so many 
needing its female monster 

she, actually wishing to be an artist 
wanting out of poverty 
possibly also really wanting revolution 

that woman strapped in the chair 
no fear and no regrets 
charged by posterity 

not with selling secrets to the Communists 
but with wanting to distinguish 
herself being a bad daughter a bad mother 

And I walking to my wedding 
by the same token a bad daughter a bad sister 
my forces focussed 

on that hardly revolutionary effort 
Her life and death the possible 
ranges of disloyalty 

so painful so unfathomable 
they must be pushed aside 
ignored for years 

III 
Her mother testifies against her 
Her brother testifies against her 
After her death 

she becomes a natural prey for pornographers 
her death itself a scene 
her body sizzling half strapped whipped like a 
sail 

She becomes the extremest victim 
described nonetheless as rigid of will 
what are her politics by then no one knows 

Her figure sinks into my soul 
a drowned statue 
sealed in lead 

For years it has lain there unabsorbed 
first as part of that dead couple 
on the front pages of the world   the week 

I gave myself in marriage 
then slowly severing drifting apart 
a separate death a life unto itself 

no longer the Rosenbergs 
no longer the chosen scapegoat 
the family monster 

till I hear how she sang 
a prostitute to sleep 
in the Women’s House of Detention 

 

Ethel Greenglass Rosenberg would you 
have marched to take back the night 
collected signatures 

for battered women who kill 
What would you have to tell us 
would you have burst the net 

IV 
Why do I even want to call her up 
to console my pain (she feels no pain at all) 
why do I wish to put such questions 

to ease myself (she feels no pain at all 
she finally burned to death like so many) 
why all this exercise of hindsight? 

since if I imagine her at all 
I have to imagine first 
the pain inflicted on her by women 

her mother testifies against her 
her sister-in-law testifies against her 
and how she sees it 

not the impersonal forces 
not the historical reasons 
why they might have hated her strength 

If I have held her at arm’s length till now 
if I have still believed it was 
my loyalty, my punishment at stake 

if I dare imagine her surviving 
I must be fair to what she must have lived 
through 
I must allow her to be at last 

political in her ways not in mine 
her urgencies perhaps impervious to mine 
defining revolution as she defines it 

or, bored to the marrow of her bones 
with “politics” 
bored with the vast boredom of long pain 

small; tiny in fact; in her late sixties 
liking her room her private life 
living alone perhaps 

no one you could interview 
maybe filling a notebook herself 

with secrets she has never sold  
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YIDDISH  

The serious history of a comical town  
A scholar unravels the origins of Chelm 
By Matti Friedman, March 23, 2012 

How, you may ask, was Chelm created?  
 The truest answer to that question, they say, is that 
Chelm, the most famous town in Jewish folklore, came into 
being when the Lord sent an angel with a sack of foolish 
souls to distribute across the entire world, and the angel 
tripped and spilled them all in the same place.  
 That, we are told, is how we were given a town with 
sages so wise they captured the moon by shutting its 
reflection in a barrel of water, so Talmudically adept at 
outsmarting logic itself that they carried each other on their 
shoulders to avoid leaving footprints in newly fallen snow.  
 The factual origins of this mythical town, a researcher 
is now showing, might be more prosaic but are no less 
interesting. 
 The field of Chelm studies is, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
as pristine as the snow in the Chelm story, largely 
undisturbed by the footsteps of serious scholars. Professors 
of literature feel, perhaps, that the word “Chelm” would not 
add much gravitas to their curriculum vitae. 
 But one scholar, a literature professor at the University 
of North Carolina, has embarked nonetheless on an attempt 
to methodically map the origins of Chelm. In archives in 
Europe and the US and at Jerusalem’s National Library, 
Ruth von Bernuth has gone through newspapers and books 
dating back four centuries in an attempt to trace the origins 
of the stories. Tales that have come to be seen as products 
of a pure and authentic Jewish culture, it turns out, have 
origins less simple than they would seem. 
 Chelm is a real town, a fairly average one, in a part of 
Poland near the border with Ukraine. Chelm and its 70,000 
present-day residents have given the outside world little 
reason to notice that they exist. 

 Their physical existence, though, was never the point. 
For Jews of European descent, Chelm is a word 
synonymous with fools convinced of their own wisdom, a 
name that sums up a tendency – one Jews might think of as 
being particularly Jewish – not to let common sense 
interfere with a really good idea. 
 In this Chelm, for example, when the synagogue sexton 
became too old to walk around knocking on shutters to 
wake the townspeople for morning prayers, the elders met 
and solved the problem: The sexton would remain at home 
and all of the shutters would be brought to him. 
Von Bernuth, the daughter of a Protestant theologian, grew 
up in East Germany. The Communist regime fell the year 
she finished high school. 
 She was exposed to Yiddish while working on a 
German literature dissertation at Oxford, and in 2000, a 
colleague suggested she look into Chelm. She had never 
heard of it. Today, Chelm is where she spends nearly all of 
her time. 
 The story of the Chelm fables, von Bernuth says, 
begins in 1597. It begins not, as one might assume, with 
Jews in Poland, but with Christians in Germany. 
 That year, an unknown German author published a 
collection of tales about a fictional town where wise men 
behaved foolishly. Those stories became famous as the 
Schildburg tales, named for the fictional village where they 
were said to have taken place. 
 Some of these stories will be familiar to those raised on 
tales of Chelm. In one, for example, the village elders try to 
shovel sunlight into sacks to illuminate the town hall, 
which they have built without windows. In another, to 
combat an infestation of mice they buy a creature they are 
convinced is a special “mouse-hound” – it is, in fact, a cat – 
and then, terrified by the animal, rid themselves of it by 
torching the entire town. 
 The books, spread across German-speaking lands by 
peddlers, were reprinted more than 30 times, and they 
crossed over the cultural lines separating German 
Christians from the Jews who lived among them. In 1700, 
the stories were first printed in Yiddish. 
 At the time, von Bernuth has written, the two 
languages were so close that some scholars debate whether 
such works “are best considered translations or 
transliterations.” Had the stories been read out loud, 
Germans and Jews would have understood either version. 
 In the first Yiddish edition and in those that followed, 
the town was still called Schildburg. The characters were 
still Christians who ate pork and went to the bathhouse on 
Saturday. 
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 In the 1800s, von Bernuth has found, the modern-
minded Jewish intellectuals known as the maskilim picked 
up on a later version of the same stories and began telling 
them in a Jewish context. For them, the foolish village 
elders, with their pretensions of sagacity, reflected an 
archaic rabbinic establishment opposed to their own new 
ways of thinking. 
 No one had yet mentioned Chelm, which was still 
known simply as home to one of the oldest Jewish 
communities in Poland. Other towns, like Prague, were the 
butt of jokes among Jews at this time, but not Chelm. It was 
only in 1887 that the first Yiddish book to explicitly link 
Chelm with foolishness appeared in the city of Lvov, in 
Galicia. 
 That book, Der Khelmer Khokhem, survives in one 
known copy at the National Library in Jerusalem, where 
von Bernuth recently arrived with a research grant from the 
Rothschild family’s Yad Hanadiv foundation. The book 
includes the classic story of the rabbi who sets out from 
Chelm to visit a nearby city and is hidden under a blanket 
by a wagon driver who drives around for a few minutes and 
then deposits him back in the same place. 
 The big city, the rabbi is astonished to discover as he 
walks around, looks just like Chelm. Indeed, the whole 
world is Chelm. 
 If all the Chelm stories can be said to have a shared 
punchline, that, of course, would be it. 

 The reason Chelm was selected for the starring role is 
still not entirely clear. Von Bernuth believes that 
storytellers probably just needed a kind of eastern European 
Everytown, and Chelm fit. 
 By the turn of the 20th century, Chelm stories were 
spreading. They were parables, occasionally bawdy ones, 
for adults, not entertainment for children. The first large 
collection was published in 1917, including versions of the 
original German stories and new additions. 
 By the turn of the 20th century, what originated with a 
collection of German stories in 1597 had become the 
literary canon known as Chelm.  
 In the 1920s, the Yiddish writer Menachem Kipnis 
wrote a series of humorous articles in the Warsaw 
newspaper Haynt in which he identified himself as a 
journalist reporting from Chelm. These dispatches were so 
popular that a mother from the real Chelm is said to have 
written the paper begging it to stop printing them – she was 
afraid she would never be able to marry off her daughter. 
 This anecdote might be just another Chelm story. But 
von Bernuth did notice that as the stories gained in 
popularity people stopped referring to themselves in print 
as “Chelmers.” Chelm was no longer just the name of a 

town – it was a joke, one that somehow remained funny 
even after hundreds of Chelm’s real Jews were marched out 
of the town and shot by German troops in late 1939 and 
thousands of others were sent to the death camp at Sobibor. 
 “In addition to the already mentioned Hersh Welczer, 
whose widow and his orphans later escaped from Chelm to 
Wolyn,” reads a description of the events of 1939 in a 
memorial book later published by survivors, “the following 
popular Chelm Jews were shot during the slaughter: Dr. 
Oks, the photographer, Rozenblat, the three Lewensztajn 
brothers – rich iron merchants, Gamulke, a former 
lieutenant in the Polish military and Itshe Sznicer, owner of 
the perfumery. 
 “Their dead bodies were then handed over to their 
orphaned families by the peasants who knew them,” the 
account tells us, and the rest were buried together, 50 to a 
grave. 
 It became clear long before that war that the world of 
the Chelm stories was disappearing, and their role changed 
– they became less a living culture’s joke about itself than a 
wry love letter to an endangered species. 
 The stories might have survived when so much else of 
Yiddish culture was lost because “their absurd, humorous 
logic gave them a certain life,” said Yechiel Szeintuch, a 
Yiddish professor at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
(Though interest in Yiddish culture is increasing worldwide 
and new Yiddish departments are opening up in places like 
Lund, Sweden, Hebrew University shut its own department 
down in 2008. Szeintuch calls this “a modern-day Chelm 
story.”) 
 Over time, Chelm became popularly seen as one of the 
purest expressions of Jewish folk traditions from Europe. 
For German scholars before WWII, on the other hand, the 
Yiddish stories were derided as foreign corruptions of the 
original Schildburg fables. 
 In fact, von Bernuth said, the only way to understand 
Chelm is as the joint creation of different people who lived 
in the same place and listened to their neighbors’ stories. 
 “These stories are one of the most interesting examples 
of how German and Yiddish culture influenced one 
another,” she said. “It shows how intertwined they were.” 
 “To tell the story of Chelm, you need to know about 
German culture and German literature. Otherwise it’s 
rootless,” she said. 
 Von Bernuth is used to raised eyebrows from scholars 
who hear how she spends her time – “Some of them think 
I’m crazy,” she said.  But there are advantages. 
 “When I meet people, especially elderly people, and 
tell them I’m working on Chelm,” she said, “they smile.” 
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Cartoon by John Williams 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-serious-history-of-a-comical-
town/ 

Ed. Note from David Abramowitz: In spite of her intensive 
research I question the accuracy of “It was only in 1887 
that the first Yiddish book to explicitly link Chelm with 
foolishness appeared in the city of Lvov, in Galicia.” My 
mother was born in Galicia and went to secondary school 
in Lemberg which, she claimed, the Poles changed to Lvov 
after they conquered that part of Galicia at the end of 
WW1. But knowing the arrogance of staunch Polish 
nationalists they could have ignored the Austrian name by 
which the indigenous population called it. 

CANADA 
Canada the fraudster 
From The Caribbean Camera Inc., May 1, 2019 
In her book, Holding the Bully’s Coat: Canada and the US 
Empire, journalist Linda McQuaig gave details of a 2003 
meeting held in Ottawa which was chaired by Denis 
Paradis, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien’s Secretary of State 
for Latin America. The “Ottawa Initiative on Haiti” sought 
ways of deposing Haiti’s democratically elected President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide. 
 In February 2004, the US Marines dropped into Haiti, 
kidnapped Aristide, and while Canadian soldiers secured 
the Port-au-Prince airport, he was flown into exile to the 
Central African Republic. 
 In April 2018, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stated 
that he was briefed in advance of US President Trump’s 
decision to bomb Syria following an alleged chemical 
attack by the Syrian President Assad’s government. 
Although the alleged attack was never proven, Trudeau 
said he fully supported the bombing and furthermore Assad 
should be driven from power. Obviously, it didn’t matter to 
Trudeau that in deposing Assad it would cost hundreds of 
thousands of Syrian lives. It would seem he figured that a 
free trade deal with the US was worth a few thousand 
Syrian lives. 

 This past January Canada was busy “saving” 
Venezuela from President Nicolas Maduro’s “dictatorship” 
and working to hand over the presidency to Juan Guaidó, 
who never ran for the presidency. And just in case we 
weren’t paying attention, the entire process of how 
“Canada quietly helped Maduro’s opponents [Juan Guaidó 
et al]” was detailed in our morning Toronto Star. Never 
mind that in 2018 Maduro was elected for the second time 
by a large majority under a voting system that is virtually 
rig-proof; over 150 organizations witnessed the election 
and pronounced it fair and valid. And still for Canada, 
Maduro is a dictator. 

 Nicolas Maduro leads the United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela that has been elected and reelected (many times 
under the leadership of the late Hugo Chavez) using the 
fairest voting system in the world (so says many reputable 
election observers including the [Jimmy] Carter Centre). 
That didn’t stop the opposition from effecting a coup in 
2002 that was backed by the privately-owned media in 
Venezuela; the coup lasted three days before Chavez was 
returned to power. Still up to this day, the Venezuelan 
media remain free to publish. No journalist has been 
dismembered nor have there been public beheadings or 
crucifixions ala Saudi Arabia, which remains a close friend 
and trading partner of Canada. 
 But Canada soldiers on as it leads the “Lima Group” of 
countries with the intent of overthrowing the Venezuelan 
government. According to John Kirk, professor of Latin 
American studies at Dalhousie University, and Stephen 
Kimber, professor of journalism at the University of King’s 
College: “…some Lima Group members are being willfully 
hypocritical in their moralizing. Guatemala’s President, 
Jimmy Morales, dismantled a United Nations anti-
corruption group and barred its head from entering the 
country. Honduras’s President, Juan Orlando Hernandez, 
took power in 2014 after a dubious election and violent 
crackdown on dissent, then ignored his country’s 
constitution to win re-election in 2017. Brazil’s new 
President, Jair Bolsonaro, has not only publicly attacked 
women, gay people, immigrants and people of colour, he 
has also expressed support for torture and his country’s 
military dictatorship. Colombia has witnessed the execution 
of 120 human-rights leaders in the past two years.” But 
Canada’s Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland didn’t mind 
rubbing shoulders with such committed democrats. 
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 Canadian planes were the first of the NATO contingent 
to fly over Libya, setting up a bloodbath preceded by the 
tortured death of Muammar Gadhafi; sodomized with a 
sword no less. They were in full support of the virtual 
destruction of Syria, and remain a true friend, ally and 
enabler of Israel, a country that runs an open air prison and 
shooting gallery called Gaza. Everywhere in Africa, the 
Middle East, South America, the Canadian imperial 
footprint looms large because we are determined to bring 
“democracy” to the four corners of the world, even if it 
kills you. 
 Four days after the Toronto Star detailed how Canada 
nurtured the opposition in Venezuela to effect a coup, a 
headline in the Star stated: “Feds name task force to fight 
election meddling.” The article states: “[Canadian] 
Democratic Institutions Minister Karina Gould revealed the 
government’s plan to protect the 2019 election from foreign 
… disinformation and influence…” So there, our elections 
are sacred and must be protected at all cost from foreign 
meddling. 
 That’s our Canada, “fair dealer and honest broker in 
international affairs”. Not a word was mentioned by anyone 
of our “fair and free” media about this gruesome irony. 
 Seriously? Yes, seriously.  
http://thecaribbeancamera.com/canada-the-fraudster/ 

My Conversations with Canadians  
by Lee Maracle 
Book review by Deb O’Rourke 
This series of book reviews begins with the ever-quotable 
Sto:lo author Lee Maracle. She was one of the first 
Indigenous authors to be published in Canada, in the 1970s.  
 The first line of Maracle’s 2017 My Conversations with 
Canadians is an invitation: “You are always sitting just out 
of reach of my kitchen table; you occupy a large space in 
my mind, and so I thought I would like to have a 
conversation with you...” 
 The book addresses some of the “beginner” questions 
that Maracle encountered time after time in her decades as 
an activist, writer, storyteller and professor. It’s a frank talk 
that Maracle invites us into. She tells it her way: rambling, 
story-rich, often satiric, sometimes impatient. Be prepared 
for some zingers. Be prepared to have your world-view 
shaken.  
 A consistently painful experience Indigenous people 
have is to be expected to personally teach the White people 
they encounter. This can be a daily demand, from the most 
innocent and informal social act – having a neighbor to tea 
– to the venues that determine a future or could even mean 
life and death – such as universities and courts. It gets 

disheartening and exhausting. So, when a teacher invites us 
into her virtual kitchen and settles in to respond to some of 
the most common, elementary, offensive questions that get 
tossed her way, it’s good to take up the invitation.  
 Take this one, bizarre, yet which I have heard a number 
of times, blurted out of the blue, from the depths of an 
agonized chest: “About halfway through the question-and-
answer period, an older man got up and bellowed out his 
question: ‘What are you going to do with us white guys – 
drive us into the sea?’ He shook his fist.” 
 Such a question is hardly answerable. It’s a twisted 
expression of fury and superstition, perhaps buried guilt 
and, Maracle suspects, a “hundred-year-old fear.”  Fear of 
losing what we have, from our good opinion of ourselves to 
our mortgaged lifestyles. Fear of the rage that, deep inside, 
we know that Canada earned from those whose nationhood 
and wealth it stole. 
 “In Canadian peoples’ defense,” she writes, “they 
claim not to know what was going on. Well, everyone 
knew that Indigenous people came from here and non-
Indigenous people came from somewhere else. No one 
became curious about how the shift from Indigenous... to 
Canadian authority over the land occurred, nor did they 
become curious about how our access to the land and its 
wealth became restricted....” 
 A blanket statement to be sure, but close to 99% true. 
Few White people have pursued knowledge of the original 
people of the land where they live. So this book offends 
some folks. But as one who has made many mistakes and 
seen many support initiatives fall apart, I think sharp 
honesty like Maracle’s can help us to become stronger for 
this decolonization voyage, and to avoid some of those 
real-life gaffes that hurt everyone in the room. It’s not as 
humiliating when the kitchen table is private, between 
book-covers. 
 Maracle goes on to address such chestnuts as “What do 
I call you?” and “What can we do to help?” These are not 
questions to be answered by one person for all time – and 
Maracle’s responses demonstrate how the questions 
themselves reflect Euro-centric world-views. Her chapter 
on colonialism is only four pages – but of course, the whole 
book is about that. Her chapter on appropriation is a 24-
page stunner that articulates, from a Sto:lo world-view, not 
only ideas of property and theft but of pedagogy, 
governance, law, relationship, diplomacy – and their roots 
in each community’s teachings and stories.  
 “This birthright is not wanton, lustful, hedonistic, or 
exploitative. Our law is clear – sustenance has a covenant: 
the least damage to land and waters and the least invasive 
means possible are to be deployed to protect our relations 
(land and beings) in securing our existence. All our 
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relations refers to the earth and all its beings in relationship 
to us. Relation implies a loving, caring, sustaining covenant 
between beings.” 
 Canadians have only begun to explore the truth aspect 
of Truth and Reconciliation. Maracle challenges the 
“mythological madness” that views Canada as “the nicest 
colonizer in the world.” When truth hurts, we need to 
remember that at the Indigenous end of the colonial stick, 
it’s still a killing hurt. It poisons people, continues the theft 
of First Nations land and resources, and places youth and 
women at risk.  
 It’s a privilege to be addressed honestly, and to be 
taught in a traditional oratorical style. As the settler winces 
their way through the book, vistas and visions open that 
originate totally outside of European-based culture: “Our 
freedom can be found only through the joy of relationship-
building, the call out to the earth, its living beings, and the 
joy of receiving the support we need and the joy of carrying 
out our responsibilities to all.” 
 Maracle is strong medicine, like sitting with someone’s 
riveting, stern grandmother. She is also deeply sincere 
about bringing everyone along on the decolonization 
project: “I hope [Canadians] fall in love with the land the 
way I have: fully, responsibly and committed for life.”  
Deb O’Rourke is a non-Jewish settler Canadian who 
appreciates her acceptance into the UJPO Toronto 
Community, and Camp Naivelt. She is deeply grateful for 
the life given to her homesteader ancestors and her 
relatives through Indigenous nations’ sharing of their 
lands. 

MIDDLE EAST 
Walking out on Birthright was the right 
thing to do 
Ed. note: The group involved in this walkout were members 
of “IfNotNow” which has a Toronto branch. Some UJPO-
Toronto members are active in INN. 
By Avrum Burg, Forward, July 17, 2018 
Last week, five participants of Birthright walked out on the 
program and straight onto a tour of the segregated city of 
Hebron with IDF veterans from Breaking the Silence, 
where they saw what Birthright desperately tried to hide. 
 They saw the checkpoints, the streets Palestinians 
aren’t allowed to walk on and the caged windows that 
protect Palestinians from settler violence. 
 Their strong actions were followed by strong words as 
they urged fellow American Jews to refuse to cooperate 
with pro-occupation propaganda like Birthright: “It is 

morally irresponsible to participate in an institution that is 
not willing to grapple with reality on the other side of the 
wall. That’s why we’re on our way to Hebron now,” they 
wrote in a statement. 
 These five brave women seem to have realized 
something that I failed to see while I was chairman of the 
Jewish Agency and speaker of the Knesset: Israel doesn’t 
have a public relations crisis; it has a moral crisis. 
 Instead of being drawn into Sheldon Adelson’s free 
trip, these women insisted on acting according to our 
Jewish values. 
 As Jewish women, they could have indulged in their 
privilege and enjoyed a fun week in Israel. But instead, 
they chose to acknowledge their responsibility for the 
oppression of Palestinians living under the occupation and 
heed their moral obligation to oppose it. 
 Birthright, like every other Hasbara project, is a 
practice in augmented reality. It is Israel’s attempt to talk 
the talk without walking the walk, to be perceived as a 
liberal democracy while imposing a military regime on 
Palestinians in the territories and expanding settlements in 
the West Bank, all so the international community and 
world Jewry support – or at least don’t interfere with – 
what Israeli conservatives see as Israel’s real birthright: 
controlling the lives and future of millions of Palestinians. 
 The truth behind Hasbara is actually the understanding 
that Israel’s occupation cannot be justified to anyone who 
truly believes in democracy and universal human rights. 
This is exactly the reason why conversations about Israel’s 
responsibility for its occupation immediately turn into a 
long chain of “what-aboutisms.” Agents of Hasbara, like 
the guides of Birthright, cynically deflect the hard 
questions about the reality on the ground to subjects like 
Palestinian violence, the high-tech nation, cherry tomatoes 
or the exaggeration of gay rights in Israel. But the truth is 
that the key to good public relations is good public 
behavior. 
 All this makes me ask a few questions. What would 
happen if Birthright actually did hold the open conversation 
it claims to encourage? What would happen if hundreds of 
thousands of young Jews came to Israel not only to see the 
beautiful beaches in Tel Aviv with still-conscripted 
soldiers, but also to see the segregated streets of Hebron 
with the soldiers that broke their silence? 
 What if instead of talking about their birthright during 
sunrise in Masada they would talk about tikkun olam while 
facing the packed human cages full of Palestinian laborers 
as they attempt to cross the Qalandia checkpoint at 4 a.m.? 
 If we have nothing to hide, then let’s show them 
everything. 
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 For years, the Israeli government has thought it could 
demand that Jews around the world check their liberal 
values at the door to blindly support the occupation. We 
didn’t want a conversation or a relationship with world 
Jewry; we wanted submission to our agenda. 
 Last week’s walkout is the inevitable consequence of 
our hubris. 
 The results of the moral gap that has widened between 
Israel and Jews around the world due to the past 51 years of 
occupation are showing in the youngest generation. The 
cooperation between young progressive Jewish activists 
from IfNotNow and Breaking the Silence is a sign of the 
new bridges that are being built based on democracy and 
belief in the importance of human rights. 
 These brave young people are fixing the relationship 
my generation has insisted on breaking. This is a sign of 
hope for an Israel without an occupation based on equality 
and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians.  
Avrum Burg has served as speaker of the Knesset, Jewish 
Agency chairman and interim president of Israel. 
https://forward.com/opinion/404649/walking-out-on-birthright-was-
the-right-thing-to-do/ 

12,000 Palestinians fought for U.K. in WWII 
alongside Jewish volunteers, historian 
finds 
By Danil Fineman, Israel News, May 31, 2019 
In 2015, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sparked an 
uproar when he claimed that Mufti Haj Amin al-Husseini 
was the one who’d urged Hitler to annihilate the Jews. 
Within the wake of the criticism this elicited, Netanyahu 
mentioned his intention was to not absolve Hitler of 
accountability for the Holocaust, however to notice that 
“the Mufti performed an necessary function within the 
Ultimate Resolution.” 
 But it surely seems that there was one other facet to the 
story that additionally escaped pointing out by Netanyahu, 
the historian’s son: the forgotten function performed by 
thousands of Palestinians who didn’t heed the Mufti of 
Jerusalem’s call to support the Axis countries, and went as 
far as to take up arms to battle the Nazis, typically shoulder 
to shoulder with younger Jews from Obligatory Palestine. 
 Professor Mustafa Abbasi, a historian at Tel Hai 
Tutorial School, has spent years tracing their story. Having 
just lately revealed a tutorial article on the topic, this week 
he urged a reverse narrative to the one which Netanyahu 
put forward. The prime minister had sought to color the 
Palestinians as supporters of the Third Reich; however 
Abbasi says, “The Mufti didn’t discover a receptive 

viewers among the many Palestinians for his name to assist 
the Nazis. Under no circumstances.” 
 The topic of Abbasi’s analysis is uncommon. Much 
research has been revealed about Jewish volunteerism 
within the battle towards the Nazis, which reached a peak 
with the formation of the Jewish Brigade. However “the 
thousands of Arab volunteers are hardly talked about and 
typically the report is usually distorted,” Abbasi says. 
 In an article within the newest subject of the periodical 
Cathedra (“Palestinians Combating the Nazis: The Story of 
Palestinian Volunteers in World Struggle II”), he explains 
why these Palestinian fighters have been unnoticed in past 
history books.  
 On the one hand, Zionist historians naturally placed an 
emphasis on the function performed by Jewish volunteers 
in the battle against the Nazis. Alternatively, their 
Palestinian counterparts had been specializing in the 
wrestle towards British rule and weren’t desirous to glorify 
the names of those who cooperated with Britain, not so a 
few years after the British put down the Arab Revolt of 
1936-1939, and thereby not directly helped the Jews set up 
a state. 
 “Neither facet wished to focus on this topic,” says 
Professor Abbasi. “However I feel it’s the historian’s job to 
be devoted to the sources and to attempt to describe 
historical past because it was, without being hostage to any 
nationwide narrative that may restrict him and forestall him 
from writing historical past freely.” 
 One has to be surprised why no group was ever 
established to commemorate the actions of those 
Palestinian volunteers. “A lot of them had been killed and 
lots of others are nonetheless listed as missing. However no 
memorial has ever been established for them,” says Abbasi. 
In actual fact, the information of the Palestinian volunteers, 
together with a lot of their private archives and papers, 
have disappeared, a lot of it misplaced within the Struggle 
for Independence.   
 Over the previous few years, Abbasi was in a position 
to study their story in Palestinian newspapers from the 
Mandate period, in memoirs and private journals, and 
through interviews he performed with a number of the 
remaining volunteers who’re nonetheless alive. He 
additionally collected materials from varied British 
archives, from the Zionist Archive, and the archives of the 
Haganah and the IDF. 
 Abbasi estimates that about 12,000 younger 
Palestinians enlisted in the British Military in World War 
II. A whole bunch grew to become POWs, many others (the 
precise number is unknown) had been killed. “In 
comparison with different peoples, this isn’t an 
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insignificant quantity,” he says, and likewise factors out 
that, not like different teams, the Palestinians volunteered 
for the British Military from the primary stage of the battle. 
 Initially, the Palestinian and Jewish volunteers served 
in blended items. “They obtained coaching and drilled on 
the identical bases and in lots of situations fought shoulder 
to shoulder, and had been additionally taken prisoner 
collectively,” says Abbasi. And as reported right here two 
years ago, the proximity of the Jewish and Palestinian 
fighters typically led to uncommon outcomes, as within the 
case of Shehab Hadjaj, a Palestinian who enlisted in the 
British Military, was taken prisoner in Germany and died in 
1943. To this present day, he’s listed at Mount Herzl as “a 
casualty of Israel’s wars” as a result of somebody 
mistakenly thought his surname indicated that he was 
Jewish. 
 “Relations among the many fighters had been usually 
good, and if there was any friction it was primarily over 
service situations, like mail and meals,” Abbasi says. 
Nonetheless, there have been key variations between the 
two teams, too. For instance, whereas the Jews had been 
united in their purpose of combating the Nazis to advertise 
the institution of the Jewish state, the Palestinians “had no 
clear nationwide agenda,” Abbasi writes. Because of this, 
not like the Jews, they didn’t search to type separate 
Palestinian items and there was no “Palestinian Brigade” 
parallel to the Jewish Brigade, by which thousands of Jews 
from Obligatory Palestine served. 
 So who had been the Palestinians who volunteered for 
the British Military to battle the Nazis? Abbasi says they 
principally got here from the Palestinian elite and that, 
opposite to what many suppose, represented “an necessary 
and central part of the Palestinian public.” Part of the 
general public that believed it was needed to face Britain 
presently, and to quickly put apart the Palestinian 
nationwide aspirations – akin to the Jewish thought to 
“battle Hitler as if there have been no White Paper, and 
battle the White Paper as if there have been no Hitler.” 
 They did this at a time when the Mufti of Jerusalem 
had left Palestine for exile within the Arab nations and 
Europe, where he met with Hitler and congratulated the 
Muslim volunteers of the Free Arab Legion – an Arab unit 
established within the military of Nazi Germany. “He left 
Palestine for a decade in 1937. What sort of chief abandons 
his folks at such a time?” Abbasi wonders. “He had no 
effect on the general public. He was indifferent and the 
general public was already uninterested in him and his 
strategies. They didn’t see him as a frontrunner,” he says. 
“Anybody who says differently is distorting historical past,” 
he provides in a not so delicate dig at sure politicians. 

 In his analysis, he documented pro-British propaganda 
conferences that had been held from 1940 on in Abu Dis 
(subsequent to Jerusalem), in Jenin, in villages within the 
Nablus space, in Tul Karm and in Lod. Among the many 
supporters of Britain’s battle towards the Nazis had been 
the mayors of Nablus and Gaza. Radio Palestine broadcast 
the feedback of an Egyptian author who mentioned, “The 
battle is between the lofty and humane values represented 
by England and the forces of darkness represented by the Nazis.” 
 Motivations for volunteering had been various. “Some 
did it for ideological causes, out of opposition to the Nazi 
ideology and loyalty to the British and the values that they 
represented,” says Abbasi. This motivation was frequent 
amongst higher middle class and extremely educated 
Palestinian volunteers from city backgrounds. Rural 
Palestinians had been motivated largely by monetary 
causes. “And there have been additionally those that had 
been searching for journey and needed an opportunity to 
journey overseas,” he says. 
 Abbasi discovered that some Palestinian ladies 
additionally volunteered to battle the Nazis. Virtually 120 
younger ladies joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service, the 
ladies’ department of the British Military, alongside Jewish 
ladies. A British recruiting poster in Arabic, revealed 
within the Falastin newspaper in January 1942: “She 
couldn’t cease desirous about contribution and sacrifice, 
she felt ongoing satisfaction and exaltation of spirit – when 
she did what she noticed as her sacred responsibility for her 
nation and its sons. When your nation is crying out to you 
and asking for your service, when your nation makes it 
plain that our Arab males want your love and help, and 
when your nation reminds you of how merciless the enemy 
is – when your nation is looking at you, are you able to 
stand by and do nothing?” 
 Abbasi is likely one of the sole researchers in 
Palestinian society who’s finding out this space, which was 
additionally the topic of a 2015 article by Dalia Karpel in 
Haaretz Journal. He came to it because of his maternal 
grandfather, Sa’id Abbasi, who was one of many volunteers 
within the British Military through the battle. “The 
household didn’t speak about it, till sooner or later after I 
asked my grandmother why there was such an enormous 
age distinction between her kids,” he says. “Her reply was: 
‘Don’t remind me of the time your grandfather left me for a 
few years.’” Abbasi determined to seek out more about that 
point, and came here to see that his household story was a 
part of his folks’ historical past. 
 Sooner or later, he hopes, the unique materials he has 
collected will likely be developed right into a book that, for 
the first time, will tell the optimistic story of a uncommon 
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second in the historical past by which Jews and Palestinians 
joined forces for a lofty shared purpose.  
https://danilfineman.com/12000-palestinians-fought-for-u-k-in-wwii-
alongside-jewish-volunteers-historian-finds-israel-news/ 

INTERNATIONAL 

The battle for Venezuela – a modern fairy tale 
By Gerrard Bonello, Hamilton Spectator, May 12, 2019 
The “hero” is self-proclaimed president Juan Guaidó, who 
assumes the guise of a mild mannered United States agent. 
He battles to “restore” democracy from the clutches of 
demonized elected President Maduro. True to his heroic 
character, Guaidó fights a battle for the “American Way”, 
by peacefully seeking an assumption of power. His brilliant 
plan is contingent on persuading the ruling President 
Nicolas Maduro to fly to Cuba. Along the way, Guaidó 
convinces some top military and civilian aides to join him. 
 His plan is validated with a blessing from his 
benefactor, the Trump administration. It monitors his 
efforts closely, and shows restraint while considering 
military intervention as an option. Instead, it imposes 
sanctions and helps “run back-end logistics for aid 
deliveries to Colombia for the Venezuelan people, and a 
U.S. navy hospital ship sailed to neighbouring Colombia to 
aid Venezuelan refugees”. 
 Throughout the story, Guaidó’s claim to the presidency 
is never disputed. How could it be? He is a heroic 
champion for democracy. As proof, the story points out that 
he has the backing of the National Assembly and more than 
50 nations. 
 Had his plan succeeded, the story would have had a 
happy ending. Big bad Maduro would have been allowed to 
leave in peace. Our hero, Juan, would have led a successful 
coup and thereby restored democracy. Venezuela would 
have once again had the United States as its friend, and 
everyone would have lived happily ever after. 
 Alas, the dream of an American Venezuela was not to 
be. Juan’s enthusiasm got the better of him. He prematurely 
attempted his coup for democracy and his plan was a 
failure. Instead of supporting heroic Juan, the Venezuelan 
military rallied behind their constitutionally-elected president. 
 Sadly, the story ends with the allegation that Maduro 
would have abandoned ship had he not been talked out of 
it. Who could be blamed for undermining such an 
otherwise flawless plan? The Russians, of course. 
 This fairy tale teaches some important lessons: 1. To 
restore democracy, a coup is needed to overthrow an 
existing democracy. 2. A hero is someone who seeks the 
help of outside forces, with the expectation that they use 
military force against his country, to assure his ascent to 

power. 3. Before providing humanitarian assistance, 
impose crippling economic sanctions to necessitate the 
need for aid. 4. Recognition of a self-proclaimed president 
by more than 50 nations is more important than the 
plebiscite of the majority of a country’s constituents and/or 
the recognition by a majority of United Nations members. 
5. If all else fails, blame the Russians. 
 Like all fairy tales, this article is based on typecast 
characters who bear little resemblance to reality. What 
would have given this account credibility as fact, rather 
than fiction, would have been the inclusion of several facts 
reported in the mainstream news that would have given it a 
balanced perspective. 
 As was repeatedly aired on TV news networks, Juan 
Guaidó swore himself in as president. Is this the type of 
democratic process that is worthy of endorsement? 
 There is no evidence that Maduro ever considered 
abandoning his post or engaged in secret negotiations with 
Guaidó. Maduro denied this. Moreover, the possibility that 
his efforts to remain in power could be interpreted as 
patriotism is never considered. This is in stark contrast with 
Guaidó who has had several photo-ops with U.S. Vice-
President Mike Pence, and is quite open about plotting the 
overthrow of his government through consultation with the U.S. 
 Given Venezuela’s economic hardships and vocal 
opposition, why does Maduro still have a loyal military, as 
well as large supportive public demonstrations? To answer 
these questions would require another article detailing the 
numerous programs that he and his predecessor, Hugo 
Chávez, implemented to prioritize the needs of the poor. 
 In most Western democracies, if anyone were to plot a 
coup, as Guaidó openly professes, he would probably be 
deemed guilty of treason and terrorism. This indictment is 
never pointed out. Nor is it asked why Guaidó still roams 
the streets and speaks freely, especially if Maduro is a dictator? 
 The aims of the U.S. are presented as humanitarian. 
Why weren’t these “humanitarian” efforts of the U.S. 
endorsed by the Red Cross? Conveniently, U.S. national 
security adviser John Bolton’s statement about how 
beneficial it would be for the U.S. to have U.S. companies 
controlling Venezuelan oil was also omitted. 
 Fact or fiction, Venezuela is a sovereign nation 
struggling to resolve its internal disputes. If international 
law prevails, it would be allowed to do so without outside 
interference. If that happens, then it might not have the 
“happy ending” that the mainstream media are rooting for. 
Nevertheless, it would be a resolution that would have been 
decided by the Venezuelan people.  
Gerrard Bonello is a retired educator who lives in 
Mississauga but is also active in Hamilton. 
https://www.thespec.com/opinion-story/9348774-the-battle-for-
venezuela-a-modern-fairy-tale/ 
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Continued from page 1 
Six chapters of the novel are devoted to the events of 

June 21, 1919, “Bloody Saturday”, when Royal North West 
Mounted Police and mounted “Special” police officers 
attacked a peaceful pro-strike march. Jack, his sisters and 
Tateh are separately caught up in the action and emerge 
relatively unscathed, thanks to help from three unexpected 
sources. 
 The novel is presented in the third person, with 
chapters alternating between Jack’s and Nellie’s points of 
view. Each chapter is dated, starting with April 26, 1919, 
and ending with June 28, 1919, but not every day in the 
time period is included. Most chapters start with the point-
of-view character situated in a specific place, such as the 
school yard, thinking about recent developments. The, 
strike news over the previous few days is presented as a 
flashback. The use of the past tense for both the here-and-
now and the flashbacks can disorient the reader, especially 
since the flashbacks are usually dramatized, not 
summarized. Though linear novels are considered less 
artistic than those with a time break in the narrative, young 
readers may find time shifts confusing. 
 Jack, the male protagonist, gets out of his house and 
school and experiences developments firsthand. He has 
interesting encounters, not only with William Andrews, but 
with a professional photographer who documents the 
events of Bloody Saturday. In contrast, Nellie, the girl co-
protagonist, is passive, mostly reviewing in her mind what 
others are doing. The only independent thing she does is to 
break a confidence by telling other school children that her 
friend Jeannie’s brother is working as a scab. Fanny, the 
elder sister who is active in the strike effort, would have 
made a good co-protagonist to show the part girls played in 
the General Strike. 
 On the whole, however, City on Strike is an engaging 
contribution to the young adult literature about this episode 
in Canadian history. Zaidman’s bibliography shows her  

extensive research into primary and secondary sources. 
Jack is a well-rounded character, and the supporting 
characters seem real. The presence of historical as well as 
fictional people is informative and interesting. In the novel, 
readers meet Lewis Benjamin Foote (1873-1957), who 
chronicled the development of Winnipeg in his photos for 
over half a century, and his pictures of Bloody Saturday are 
in the Archives of Manitoba. 
 Another historical figure is A. J. Andrews (1865-1950). 
He had four children, but they were daughters, and so 
William is a fictional construct. Zaidman created him “to 
show how children from wealthier families lived... and [to 
show] that children could figure things out for themselves, 
that they didn’t necessarily agree with their parents that 
strikers were ‘aliens’ who wanted to overthrow the 
government. William provides hope because he embraces 
positive ideas about people even though they are different 
from him.” 
 In her interview at the end of the book, Zaidman adds 
that two of her grandparents participated in the strike but 
that she knows little about their experiences. Although the 
Sitner family is not directly patterned on her ancestors, one 
of her grandmothers has the same name as “Mama”, and 
“Fanny” and “Nellie’ are also family names. Zaidman 
explains that, although the General Strike motivated 
workers to organize, they continued to suffer throughout 
the 1920s and 1930s. Only the Second World War brought 
full employment and the gradual breakdown of barriers 
against Jews and other ethnic groups. 
 “Racism and fake news are being used today to divide 
society, just as the Committee of 1,000 used it during the 
strike,” Zaidman states. She hopes “children will recognize 
the motives behind racism and false information and reject 
them.”   
https://www.cmreviews.ca/node/756 
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