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MARCH
Saturday March 1: 5:30-9pm
Camp Naivelt’s Mid-Winter Mingle
Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club
180 Westmoreland Avenue

Sunday March 2: 1-3pm  
International Women’s Day Book Launch:
“The Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers”
Winchevsky Centre 

Sunday March 16: 11am-1pm  
Purim Celebration
918 Bathurst Street 

Wednesday March 19: 8pm  
Theatre Club: “New Jerusalem”
Toronto Centre for the Arts
5040 Yonge Street

Friday March 28: 7pm  
Diaspora Dissidence: Jewish Peace Activism 
and the Israel Palestine Conflict
Winchevsky Centre 

APRIL
Sunday April 6: 11am-1pm
Bagel Brunch: Tar Sands and Line  9 
918 Bathurst Street 
Saturday April 19: 4:30-9pm
Annual Third Seyder
Sala Caboto, Villa Colombo
40 Playfair Avenue

Regular Weekly Programs
Sundays  10am-12:30pm
Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
918 Bathurst Street 

executive report
by Julia Barnett 
UJPO-Toronto/Morris Winchevsky School Board

Programs 
at a Glance

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I 
would like to wish everyone a happy and 
healthy 2014. As well, all of us would like 
to express our appreciation to Marsha Fine 
Solnicki for the many dedicated years  
in the role of President of the UJPO-Toronto 
and Morris Winchevsky School Board 
of Directors and we thank her for 
continuing to devote her time, energy and 
commitment to the organization.

As we move into 2014, I would like 
to welcome our incoming Board of 
Directors, elected at the Annual General 
Meeting on November 14, 2013: 

President – Julia Barnett
Vice-President – Ronit Little 
Secretary – Paula David
Treasurer – Max Wallace 
Directors –  David Abramowitz, 
Barbara Blaser, Sol Blaser, Robert 
Bredin, Sylvia Lustgarten, Andrew 
Lyons, Harriet Lyons, Lana Rabkin, 
Marsha Fine Solnicki, MarilynTate.
All board members are gearing up 

for a new round of Strategic Planning, 
scheduled for February 23, 2014. We 
will keep our members informed as we 
dedicate our energies in creating and 
integrating seamless programming from 
our activities in Toronto and our summer 
activities at Camp Naivelt. As well, we 
focus on outreach and promoting our 
organization through partnering and  
co-sponsoring relevant and timely events 
and committing the organization to 
issues based on secular and humanistic 
values.  Our Strategic Planning will also 
include promoting ourselves through a 

new website and other social media. Most 
of all, we will focus on creating a space 
and hub with like-minded people who are 
committed to our sense of community, 
belonging and historical commitment to 
social justice issues and programming. 

Over the past several months, the Social 
Justice Committee members and allies 
have participated in rallies and forums 
and had a strategic planning evening in 
late December 2013 to plan our 2014 
activities and commitments. Please stay 
tuned for announcements including dates 
and events that everyone can tap into in 
one way or another. All are welcome to 
give input and participate where and when 
you can.

Upcoming events organized by our 
Culture Committee include marking 
International Women’s Day with a book 
launch of The Exile Book of Yiddish 
Women Writers, and celebrating the 
upcoming holidays of Purim on  
March 16 and Passover with our 
community Third Seyder on April 19, 
2014. The Camp Naivelt Mid-Winter 
Mingle on March 1, 2014 is a chance 
to catch up with each other and enjoy 
gearing up for an excellent summer 2014. 
More details about these and other events 
are inside this issue of L’Khaim. Please 
mark your calendars and join us. 

We have many programs, events 
and activities in which members 
can participate and offer input in the 
upcoming period. All are welcome and 
encouraged to get involved.

For event information: 
416-789-5502

info@winchevskycentre.org
www.winchevskycentre.org

Annual Third Seyder 
reservation form

enclosed in this issue!



United Jewish 
People’s Order
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NATIONAL NEWS    ujpo-canada report

By Lyn Center 
UJPO-Canada Secretary

As reported in the last issue of L’Khaim, a new 
National Board was elected at the October 2013 National 
Conference; positions were confirmed at the December 
National Resident Board (NRB) meeting as follows: 

President: David Abramowitz 
Vice-Presidents: Sol Hermolin and Henry Lowi 
Secretary: Lyn Center 
Treasurer: Barbara Blaser 
Directors: Sol Blaser, Sam Blatt, Jacquie Chic, Gord Meslin

Full Board meetings will be held every second month, 
and executive meetings on alternate months. We hope 
to include Vancouver and Winnipeg members in the 
bi-monthly meetings via Skype.

David, Barbara and Lyn sought legal opinion on 
updating the UJPO Constitution. Our solicitor agreed to 
amend it to comply with the new Ontario Corporations 
Act. Also, he will suggest a structure more suitable to an 
organization of our current size and endeavour including 
the ownership of Camp Naivelt and Eldorado Camp and 
Amusements within the constitution.

In Winnipeg, the UJPO’s first forum of the year tackled 
the controversy of Quebec’s proposed secular charter. A 
panel discussed the question “Can You Have Secularism 
Without Racism?” For more information and to join their 
discussion, you can view their Facebook page. You can 
view/hear performances by UJPO-Winnipeg’s North End 
Jewish Folk Choir by searching for them on YouTube or at 
http://bit.ly/1eNGOzb .

In Hamilton, UJPO members and supporters gathered 
in January to enjoy a pot luck lunch at the new, very 
comfortable home of members Paul Weinberg and 
Cathy McPherson. David Abramowitz was invited to 
speak to us about the history of the UJPO. Some of 
those who attended had families who were involved 
very early on, so the discussion was very lively 

and informative. At our next pot luck lunch we will 
show the film  The Gatekeepers. This will be held on 
Sunday March 30 at 11:30 am, in the party room of 
Ruth Levkoe’s condo building, 399 Elizabeth Street, 
Burlington. (All UJPO members are welcome to join 
us - there’s plenty of room.) 

In Vancouver, Outlook magazine celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with a wonderful December 2013 edition 
which reproduced some of the best articles from the past 
five decades. As Carl Rosenberg noted in his editorial, 
“For a small, non-profit progressive magazine to have 
continued this long is a noteworthy achievement … 
Outlook has grown in many ways – in scope, range of 
topics, diversity of contributors, and appearance … One of 
many things we can be proud of is providing a home for 
one of the most important aspects of our cultural heritage 
as secular Jews – Yiddish language and literature.” All 
of us admire the magazine and the work Carl, Sylvia 
Friedman, and other Vancouver UJPO members have 
devoted to its long life. Mazl tov to all of them!

The UJPO Communications Team is attempting to 
include more UJPO-related material in each issue of 
UJPO News. We have added sections titled “Poetry and 
Song” and “What’s In Order” – including more member-
related information. Because of the upcoming rise in 
postal rates, we are also looking into reducing some 
mailings and increasing the number of online deliveries. 
Details of our decision will appear in the Spring UJPO 
News which should be mailed prior to March 31, 2014.

The Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations 
(CSJO), to which the UJPO is affiliated, will begin its 
restructuring at its May 2014 conference in Cleveland. 
Barbara Blaser and Henry Lowi are our CSJO Board 
representatives, and the NRB will subsidize UJPO 
members who want to attend the conference for the 
first time. 

Like us on facebook:
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

Follow us on twitter:
twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr
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ANNUAL THIRD SEYDER
A progressive, secular celebration of Passover

with musical guests

David Wall & Marilyn Lerner

Saturday April 19, 2014   4:30 pm
Sala Caboto, Villa Colombo, 40 Playfair Avenue

Tickets MUST BE RESERVED in advance on or before March 28, 2104.
Complete and return your reservation form today!

        Bagel Brunch/Adult Education Forum

    Pipelines, Tar Sands & Climate Change 

                     Speaker: John Riddell 
                                                                                      Member of East End Against Line 9 and an ecosocialist activist

 

         Sunday April 6, 2014
    11am - 1pm
   918 Bathurst
                     Refreshments provided. 

The Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers

Readings and presentations in Yiddish and English featuring
Frieda Forman (Editor)

Sylvia Lustgarten and Sam Blatt (Translators)
Emcee: Ester Reiter

Sunday March 2, 2014 at 1pm
Winchevsky Centre

Dramatic readings from this book’s empowering stories about life during a period of tumultuous change, 
participation in social and political movements, sexual awakening and the longing for independence, 

education and creative expression. These stories depict women’s life experiences 
confronting modernity in Europe, America, Canada, and Israel.

Free Admission. Refreshments provided.

Celebrating International Women’s Day with a Book Launch

In the last year, Toronto residents have 
contested a plan to pump toxic tar 
sands oil through the city, while the 
Lac Megantic disaster makes us wonder 
what dangers lurk on our railway lines. 
Meanwhile, the city has been hit by two 
extreme climate events. We’re caught up 
in world climate change: What can we do?

This year’s theme is ACTIVISM.
Please share your experiences and stories!

 See enclosed reservation form for details.

Sponsored  by the Morr is Winchevsky School  and the United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto



Shule Corner
 

f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspired progressive secular Jewish education!

We have had a busy time at Shule since the last issue of 
L’Khaim appeared.   In December, we enjoyed celebrating 
Chanukah.  Our students participated in two Chanukah-
themed plays and then we shared in a pot luck lunch, with 
delicious latkes and sufganiot.  A big thank you goes to our 
wonderful thespians, to Shule student Toshi Tall for the great 
job he did as an emcee, to Shule parent Lev Jaeger, who led 
the students in creating the props, and to Shule parent David 
Wall who allowed us to use a Chanukah play he had written.

We marked Tu  B’Shvat with a seyder, tasting different 
fruits and drinking four cups of grape juice of varying 
colours, in anticipation of the rebirth of spring.  It can’t come 
soon enough this year!  Tu  B’Shvat is the New Year of the 
trees, so it is an apt occasion to relate to the environment 
and our obligation to take better care of it.  We had all just 
lived through the ice storm, and with the fallen branches 
everywhere, it made this holiday seem even more relevant. 

We are grateful to Shule parent Tracey Thomas-Falconer, 
who brings in cups and plates for snack each week so we 
have cut down on our use of disposables.   She even helps 
with the washing up!  We would also like to thank all the 
families who have brought bagels, cream cheese, fruit 
and juice for snack.  There is something very heymish and 
comforting about “breaking bread” together.

On January 19th, we celebrated Martin Luther King Day 
by discussing the outstanding contributions of Martin Luther 
King and Nelson Mandela in the struggle against racism. 
Students then experienced a wonderful musical workshop on 
Black history led by singer/songwriter/social activist Faith 
Nolan.  On February 23rd, visual artist Naomi Kates will lead 
an art workshop related to our “Working Family Treasures 
and Stories” project.   For this project, each student has chosen 
a family member  and conducted interviews and gathered 

photos to learn about that person’s  history and working life. 
The  project will culminate with the creation of a booklet 
containing stories, interviews and artwork from each student , 
which will be distributed on the final day of Shule, in May.

We are sad to have had to say a temporary goodbye to 
Ariel Sernick, our awesome teacher of the Grades 1-3 class.  
February 2nd was her last day with us for this school year.  
She will be travelling for the next few months and we look 
forward to hearing about her adventures in September, when 
she will return to Shule.  Ariel was recently involved in 
writing the Tzedek! media release for the rally on Jan. 22nd in 
support of the African Asylum seekers in Israel.  Following 
is a quote from this release: 

“As a people, we have a long history of displacement and 
persecution,” says Ariel Sernick, “It is imperative that the 
Jewish voice becomes a powerful partner in the call for the 
implementation of refugee rights.” 
We are proud that we have wonderful staff who live their 
principles, and we know this contributes to the value of the 
education we offer.   Rachel Cohen will be replacing Ariel 
for the rest of the year.  Rachel is currently enrolled in the 
University of Toronto; her major is in Peace, Conflict and 
Justice Studies and her minors are Philosophy and Middle 
Eastern Studies.  She has also been involved in development 
work in East Africa and has been a Shomer Hatzair educator 
since 2009.  We would like to extend a warm welcome to her.

Purim and Peysakh are just around the corner, and we 
have begun to plan for these holidays.  Look for more 
details in this issue of L’Khaim. Kinder Kapers, our 
preschool program, continues twice a month, and drop-ins 
are encouraged.  If you would like more information on the 
dates for this or on any other aspect of our programming or 
our Shule, please contact the office at (416) 789-5502. 
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www.mwstoronto.org

February 23 Art Workshop with visual artist Naomi Kates  
 to complement our  
 ‘Working Family Stories and Treasures’ project.
March 2  Baking homentashn!
March 9  No Shule (March break)
March 16 Purim Celebration
March 23 & 30, April 6, 13, 20 & 27, May 4  
                           Regular classes. Stay tuned for details!
Grade 1-B’nai Mitzvah classes run 10am-12:30pm.

Kinder Kapers is our preschool program for children ages 
2-5 and their grownups. The remaining dates for the 2013-
2014 year are:
 February 23 
 March 2 & 30
 April 13 & 27
 May 4 

Kinder Kapers sessions run 10:30am-12noon.

Upcoming Shule Dates Kinder Kapers Dates

Regular classes are held at 918 Bathurst - just North of Bloor.
Call (416-789-5502) or email (info@winchevskycentre.org) the office with any questions and/or feedback you may have!

By Frances Handlarski 
Education Director
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PURIM

When I was first approached by Robyn Pitawanakwat 
about the Mary Pitawanakwat Fund for Children, I couldn’t 
imagine why she was contacting me. You see, the fund is 
for “indigenous and non-indigenous racialized children and 
youth whose families are affected as a result of their social 
and political activism and by the results of social, political 
and economic discrimination and exclusion.” I rarely think 
of myself as an activist, despite the bulk of my waking hours 
being spent on trying to ensure my children can access their 
culture and language in an environment that is not so hostile 
to Indigenous peoples. When you look into how hard Mary 
had to fight for justice, I think it is normal to feel puny in 
comparison. 

Yet when Robyn contacted me, I was in the middle of trying 
to figure out how to tell my two young daughters that I was 
not going to be able to afford to keep them in their music 
lessons come January. It has been a very difficult decision to 
give up financial security in order to pursue educational and 
resurgence work full-time, and while mostly at peace with 
this, the consequences for my children were weighing heavily 

on me. To be offered help in exactly the fashion we needed 
was amazing. I was raised to believe that things work out the 
way they do for a reason, not in a fatalistic sense, but rather as 
an expression of the underlying generosity of spirit of all of 
creation. Yet it always leaves me in awe.

That underlying generosity of spirit that Mary has left as her 
legacy through this fund, and that continues to move through 
her family, leaves me feeling profoundly grateful. To live a 
good life, one that is motivated by our love for one another, 
is often to live without material comforts and there is nothing 
wrong with that. However, when we support one another, that 
support straightens our spines, uplifts us, and helps to give us 
the energy we need to keep going. I hope that initiatives like 
these continue to receive support. They are game changers 
indeed.

kinanaskomitinawaw mistahi, I give my thanks for making 
it possible for my children to continue to have access to 
programs they love. The joy they expressed when I told them 
what was happening, eased my heart more than I can possibly 
describe.

The Morris Winchevsky School has partnered with the Mary Pitawanakwat Fund for Children, to support the Fund’s 
provision of educational grants for Indigenous and non-Indigenous racialized children and youth. After its re-launch on 

November 3, 2013 the first recipient was chosen and we received this letter:

Morris Winchevsky school 
presents

    Purim Shpil presented by the Shule students
   Holiday Crafts & Games

   Costume Parade
Purim Songs and Drama  

3- Cornered Foods: Pizza & Homentashn

Sunday
March 16, 2014

11am - 1pm
918 Bathurst

Purim Donation Drive
In keeping with the tradition of Shalakh Mones 
(the joy of giving), and in support of one of our 
members who works in the prison system,
we are collecting the following items for women 
prisoners:
  wlong sleeved t-shirts (large & extra-large)
  wcoats

MWS students FREE 
Adult :             $10*
Child:              $5* 
(12 & under)  
Family:           $25*
(2 adults, 2 children)

PWYC Option available

*Includes pizza, drinks & 
homentashn.

RSVP:
416-789-5502 or
info@winchevskycentre.org

Mary Pitawanakwat Fund News



Diaspora Dissidence: Jewish Peace Activism and the Israel Palestine Conflict
Speaker: Dr. Jasmin Habib 

           Friday March 28, 2014
      7 pm
        Winchevsky Centre

                                                                                         Refreshments provided. 

CAMP NAIVELT             

      OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY
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Camp Naivelt’s Annual
MID-WINTER MINGLE

Saturday March 1, 2014
5:30 - 9:00 pm

(set-up help welcome starting at 5 pm)
Dovercourt Boys & Girls Club - 180 Westmoreland Avenue

$5/person or $10/family plus a potluck dinner contribution

This fun-filled evening includes swimming starting at 5:30 
and a potluck dinner at 6:30, with appetizers at 5:30.

Don’t forget to bring your own plates, cutlery and cups, as well as drinks!

Meet old friends and new for a relaxing and enjoyable evening of socializing, games, 
music and good food. If you’re thinking about renting or buying a cottage at Camp Naivelt, 

this is a great way to meet new friends!

From the depths of a particularly long and cold winter 
there is not much to report on from Camp Naivelt. As of 
the most recent reports, the Eldorado park is still closed. 
Cleaning up the park is at the bottom of the priority list for 
the City of Brampton. I am sure that there will be plenty to 
clean up around the camp once we have access to it and the 
weather starts to co-operate. 

The Camp Committee is working on developing another 
enjoyable and enriching program for the  summer of 2014. 

Just to remind us all about the warmth and hospitality of 
our Naivelt summers, the Mid-Winter Mingle is coming up 
on March 1 (see below).  Hoping to see many of you there.

By Robert Bredin 
2013-2014 Camp Committee Chair

Discussion will include:
- research projects Dr. Habib has 
conducted in both Canada and the US
- experiences of peace activists in 
both Canada and the US

Jasmin Habib is Associate Professor 
of Political Science at the University 
of Waterloo. She completed her MA 
in International Peace Studies at the 
University of Notre Dame and her PhD 
in Cultural Anthropology at McMaster 
University. She published Israel, Diaspora 
and the National Routes of Belonging with 
the University of Toronto Press. She is 
currently preparing her book manuscript 
entitled Transnational Palestine.
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Legendary folksinger, prolific song-writer and steadfast 
activist Pete Seeger touched many members of the UJPO 
and the Winchevsky community. Some experienced him 
perform at Camp Naivelt and others at concerts, on the 
radio or recordings. He sang powerfully for social justice 
and civil rights, about working people’s struggles and 
communities, the Spanish Civil War and environmental 
issues.

He did not take the easy path. For example, in 1949, 
he and Woody Guthrie supported the Paul Robeson 
concert in Peekskill. A concert earlier that year, organized 
as a benefit for the Civil Rights Congress, was violently 
prevented.  Known for his strong pro-trade union stance, 
civil rights activism, communist affiliations, and anti-
colonialism, Paul Robeson found the support of Pete 
Seeger and others. Yet the second concert announcement 
- which was not prevented thanks to self-organized union 
security - led to the infamous Peeksill Riots. Over 140 
people were injured.

Throughout his life, Seeger supported civil and labour 
rights, racial equality, international understanding, and anti-
militarism. In 1955, he was subpoenaed to testify before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities and refused to 
name personal and political associations on the grounds that 

this would violate his First Amendment rights: 
“I am not going to answer any questions as to my 
association, my philosophical or religious beliefs or my 
political beliefs, or how I voted in any election, or any 
of these private affairs. I think these are very improper 
questions for any American to be asked, especially under 
such compulsion as this.” 

It would take 12 years until he finally overcame the McCarthy-era 
blacklist in 1967. He continued singing, for peace, nuclear 
disarmament and, most notably, the environment.

He is credited with the revival of folk music and penned 
many widely known songs. It is with gratitude for Seeger’s 
songs, activism and inspiration and with profound sadness 
that we learned that Pete Seeger died on January 27, 2014. 

 Record-breaking smash hit! Based on actual events. 

NEW JERUSALEM
The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza 

at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656  
 

Wednesday March 19, 2014
8 pm

Toronto Centre for the Arts 
5040 Yonge Street

This play challenges traditional political and religious thinking with conviction, passion, and wit. 
It channels the 17th century influential Jewish philosopher and revolutionary thinker Spinoza. 
Accused of general atheism and heretical questioning of key tenets of Judaism and Christianity,

Spinoza grapples with the most personal questions of philosophy, faith and government 
that we continue to wrestle with today. 

Tickets: $30 - special group rate 
Limited number of tickets. Reserve today.

A production of the Harold Green Jewish Theatre Company.

Theatre
 Club

Remembering Pete Seeger

Pete Seeger at Camp Naivelt in 1955
Photo: Barbara Blaser



The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School

•	 Camp Naivelt

•	 Toronto Jewish Folk Choir

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

community news

Mazel Tov To...
Evelyn Dreyfus on the marriage of 
her daughter Erenne Dreyfus to 
David Barr.

Joyce Wayne on the publication of 
her novel The Cook’s Temptation.

WelcoMe NeW MeMbers...
Juliane Edler

Faith Nolan

speedy recovery To...
Sol Blaser

HearTfelT coNdoleNces To...
Barbara Hotz on the passing of her mother  
Gloria Wiseberg.

The Leizerovich Family on the passing of 
Chaye Leizerovich.

The Rosenbloom-McKinnon Family on the  
passing of David McKinnon, brother of  
Brian McKinnon.

The Family of Joy Fine on the passing of the 
mother of Lois Fine.

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  
or on our website, please contact L’Khaim editor Juliane Edler.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

OUR COMMUNITY OFFICIANT:
The Morris Winchevsky School would like to 
remind you of our secular humanist officiant 
UJPO-member Dr. Gail McCabe who provides 
rites of passage services for all occasions. Gail 
McCabe is endorsed by the Ontario Humanist 
Society and licensed by the Province of Ontario 
to solemnize weddings. Dr. McCabe performs 

secular wedding ceremonies that allow for the expression of the 
unique identities and cultural backgrounds of the participants. Her 
ceremonies are personal and non-theistic embracing inter-faith, 
inter-cultural and same-sex unions. 

She is available to officiate at weddings, commitment ceremonies, 
baby naming ceremonies, coming of age ceremonies, funeral  and 
memorial services.  Initial consultations are available without 
obligation by contacting the Winchevsky Centre  at 416-789-5502 or 
info@winchevskycentre.org.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Do you want/need to continue receiving 
L’Khaim by MAIL? Then let us know!

The upcoming rise in postal rates 
compels us to increase  

the numbers of online deliveries.

From the next issue onwards, we will mail L’Khaim 
only to people who express such preference to us via 

phone (416-789-5502), email (info@winchevskycentre.org) 
or mail to:  

Winchevsky Centre 
585 Cranbrooke Ave. 

Toronto, ON M6A 2X9


