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JANUARY

Sunday January 11 – 11am-1pm 
Are Human Beings Naturally Warlike, 
Competitive, and Patriarchal? 
Adult Education 
918 Bathurst Street

Friday January 16 – 6:30pm 
Fraytik Tsu Nakht 
In Honour of Martin Luther King Day 
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday January 18 – 11am-1pm 
Martin Luther King Day  
Worhshop with Faith Nolan 
Morris Winchevsky School 
918 Bathurst Street

Wednesday January 21 and 
Thursday January 22 – 7:00pm 
Jeff Halper in Toronto 
Location TBA

FEBRUARY

Friday February 20 – 6:30pm 
Fraytik Tsu Nakht  
Theme: TBA 
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday February 22 – 3:30-8pm 
Camp Naivelt Mid-Winter Mingle 
Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club

Regular Weekly Programs 
Sundays 10am-12:30pm 
Morris Winchevsky School Classes
Classes resume: 
Sunday January 11, 2015 
918 Bathurst Street

Find us on Facebook & Twitter:
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr

Doing Jewish Off the Grid: 
Politics, Identity and Spirituality — October 25-26, 2014

By Julia Barnett

The United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto, 
Independent Jewish Voices, and members 
of the Critical Jew Network organized the 
conference “Doing Jewish Off the Grid: 
Politics, Identity, and Spirituality” (DJOG). 
Approximately 150 people attended what is 
hoped to be the first of many conferences. 
The intention of the day was to create 
a space that recognizes the diversity of 
Jewish perspectives, to movement-build 
within the progressive Jewish community, 
and to generate alternative discussions 
around issues not given their due in 
mainstream Jewish communities. It 
was an opportunity for those who are 
marginalized within these communities 
— for reasons of race, class, ability, gender, 
sexual identity, political beliefs or other 
factors — to come together to strategize, 
network and form projects.

On Saturday evening, October 25th, 
the conference began with the Jewish 
ritual of Havdalah, signifying the 
end of Shabbes. Following was Daniel 

Thau-Eleff’s acclaimed one man show 
“Good People, Bad Things.” The play is a 
personal/political monologue in which 
the playwright/activist wrestles with the 
question of evil. Topics included Adolph 
Eichman and Nazism, Israel and Palestine, 
and gender violence in relationships.
Sunday October 26th was a full day of 
workshops. The day opened with a panel 
discussion: “Doing Jewish Off the Grid 
After Gaza.” Speakers included Judy 
Rebick, renowned journalist, social justice 
activist, author and founder of rabble.
ca; Dan Freeman-Maloy, activist, writer, 
and research student of Palestine Studies 
at the University of Exeter in England; 
Reena Katz, artist, multi-media designer, 
and educator working with Radiodress 
productions; and Rabbi Elizabeth Bolton, 
international speaker, performer, and 
teacher of interfaith dialogue addressing 
the challenges and imperatives facing 
progressive Jews in the wake of the recent 
assault on Gaza. Bolton also spoke on 
LGBTQI faith issues, and about the 
transformation of synagogue liturgy.

Continued on page 5

Speakers (from left to right) on opening panel: Sheryl Nestel, moderator (IJV), Judy Rebick, Dan Freeman-Maloy, 
Reena Katz, and Rabbi Elizabeth Bolton. Screenshot from IJV video.
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NATIONAL NEWS    UJPO-Canada natiOnal BOard annUal Overview

By David Abramowitz 
UJPO-Canada President

This has been a challenging year in many senses for the 
national organization but some rays of light shine through.

Vancouver – There are too few to fully function as a UJPO 
section. Their organizational and cultural needs are met by 
our sister organization, the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish 
Culture, and earnest attempts to revitalize the section have 
not worked. At the Annual National UJPO-Canada Board 
meeting last October we discussed how best we can use 
our resources to continue programs “out west”. This is an 
ongoing dialogue and we’ll report further as we progress.
Winnipeg – Its left-wing identity is clear and is periodically 
attacked by establishment rightists. Its programming 
features well-recognized speakers/performers and the 
community atmosphere through consistent fraternal 
events is inspirational. The feeling is that of a caring, 
multigenerational UJPO family. Being a small organization 
is an advantage in this case.
Hamilton – The same can be said of this fledgling group. 
Almost identifying itself as a branch, those Hamiltonians 
who are UJPO members presently belong to UJPO-Toronto. 
Its programs are of a similar quality as those in Winnipeg 
and the camaraderie also has that “heymish” [homey] 
family feel. We can anticipate it will continue to evolve and 
become an autonomous section.
Toronto – Toronto is an extremely busy hub of a broad 
variety of activities. In spite of the diverse skills and talents 
of its capable activists the “heymish”/family quality is 

present only [1] at peysakh [Passover], its most successful 
event, and [2] at Rosh Hashone and Yom Kippur observances 
and [3] at Camp Naivelt, where the campers express and 
participate in a vast array of political and cultural discussion 
and activity. In the city, aside from the aforementioned, its 
events are poorly attended by members. Cultural activities 
need a committed leader; till recently the chairing rotated 
among the members of the culture committee. It is hoped 
the new Secular Friday Potluck will help build the missing 
social aspect.

It’s time to reconsider our old national structure in this 
age of social media. It was hoped that Skype or a similar 
technology would permit participation of all the section 
leadership in meetings by now but it will be a reality in 
2015. It even means that National Board officers can be in 
different cities! Thus the National Resident Board (those 
Board members residing in Toronto) will no longer be 
necessary. Whatever the possibilities may be we look 
forward to ensure that this technology will be in place 
during the 2014-15 year. This would also eliminate the 
annual expense of air fares as well as affecting the 
evolution of our Constitution when Ontario legislation 
governing non-profit organizations changes.

Vancouver’s failure was the lack of a succession plan. 
This is also a problem for the National Board. Toronto deals 
with succession in its Strategic Plan; it should be a model 
for all sections.

Jeff Halper, well-known Israeli activist, author, 
and co-founder of the Israeli Committee Against 
House Demolitions (ICAHD), will be on a cross-
Canada tour during January and February 2015. 
UJPO is a strong supporter of this tour. Halper has 
spoken many times in Toronto, including at the 
Winchevsky Centre, and always to wide acclaim. 
He is knowledgeable concerning both Israeli and 
Palestinoan issues. Jeff also has an insightful views 
of the broader political issues, such as Israel’s export 
of militarism and security. Jeff is in Toronto on 

Wednesday January 21 and Thursday January 22, 2015, 
Winnipeg on February 8 and 9, and Vancouver on 
the 10th, 11th, and 13th.  We will advise of details 
when confirmed. 

Jeff Halper in Toronto

Photo from Socialist Aotearoa: socialistaotearoa.blogspot.com
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CONGrESS Of SECULAr JEWISH OrGANIzATIONS (CSJO)
UJPO NATIONAL BOArD DISCUSSES CSJO — PASSES rESOLUTIONS

Henry Lowi, UJPO-Canada Vice President

At the recent meeting of the UJPO-Canada Board 
of Directors on October 18th, we had a discussion of 
our relationship with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (CSJO), and adopted 2 resolutions.

In the discussion, Maxine Hermolin expressed the view 
that “CSJO is our most important affiliation”. I agree 
with her. CSJO are our co-thinkers in the USA. Dissident 
Jews, representing a secular and non-Zionist pole of the 
Jewish communities, need to reinforce each other. CSJO 
has affiliated groups in several US cities, some very small 
havurot, and some, like the Philadephia organization, 
are virtual powerhouses. It is very important for us to 
network with and support such an important ally.

The highlight of CSJO activity is the annual Conference. 
This year’s Conference was held in Cleveland. I drove 
down with Max Wallace and Dana Lowi-Merri. Barbara 
Blaser and Sol Blaser also attended, travelling separately.

The Conference program consisted of several workshops 
on social, cultural, and political topics, American and 
international. Both Max and I were invited to present 
workshops, and both were well-received.

One feature that I particularly enjoyed was the evening 
singalong. Dozens of people gather in a room with a 
guitarist. Everyone has a songbook. Everyone in turn 
gets to propose a song from the songbook, and then all 

sing the proposed song together. The evening singalong 
is a wonderful team-building and community-building 
activity, that I hope we would adopt as part of our Fraytik 
Tsu Nakht and Camp Naivelt programs.
After the Conference, Barbara and I were elected to the 
CSJO Board.

All participants in our UJPO-Canada discussion, who 
had attended CSJO Conferences, were unanimously 
positive about CSJO. Members who have had less contact 
with CSJO are skeptical of the costs-benefits analysis.

I proposed that we strengthen our association with 
CSJO, both nationally and from each section. Clearly, 
participation increases buy-in, and enhances the 
perceived benefits. We have much to offer CSJO, and 
much to gain from our participation.  

There was further discussion of the funding model of 
CSJO which, in our view, needs to be strengthened in the 
direction of fairness and transparency. Two motions 
were discussed, and passed, as follows:
1.   That UJPO-Canada and all its sections increase our 
involvement with CSJO, encourage all members and 
branches to enhance their relationship with CSJO, attend 
CSJO conferences, and write for CSJO publications.
2.   That UJPO-Canada and its sections renegotiate the 
CSJO affiliation model, so that affiliation fees of each 
affiliate be based on a percentage of that affiliate’s revenue 
from membership dues, and not a fixed amount. 

Mary Pitawanakwat fund Update

Naomi Binder Wall
In early 2014, the Mary Pitawanakwat Fund for Children 
(MPF) awarded a grant to Chelsea Vowel and her two 
daughters. The grant provided the funds they needed 
in order to continue the children’s music classes. Since 
then, we have been networking with women at the Vanier 
Centre for Women, a medium and maximum security 
correctional facility located in Milton, Ontario. We are 
in touch with coordinators of the Native Sisterhood at 
Vanier, and are hoping to provide a grant to a family for 
educational programming. The MPF can also provide 
travel grants for the children and youth of adult caregivers 
who are serving time far from home.

In addition, Mary Pitawanakwat’s children, Robyn and 

Brock, are developing ideas for the writing and production 
of a book about their mother. The idea for this project had 
originated with Madeleine Parent, who was a good friend 
of Mary’s and believed that her struggle for justice would 
inspire others to speak truth to power.

The grant awarded to Chelsea Vowel and her daughters 
made it possible for the girls to continue the music 
lessons that mean so much to them. Here is an 
excerpt from a letter we received from Chelsea: 
“kinanaskomitinawaw mistahi, I give my thanks for making 
it possible for my children to continue to 
have access to programs they love. The joy they expressed 
when I told them what was happening, eased my heart more 
than I can possibly describe.”
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Shule Corner
 

f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspired progressive secular Jewish education!

It is hard to believe that December has already arrived and 
2015 is around the corner. Of course for us, December 
means Chanukah and the students worked very hard 
preparing their presentations for our Chanukah celebration 
on December 14. It always amazes me how much talent 
there is in our students and it is great to have a vehicle 
to share this with our larger community. We made latkes 
at the school on December 7, but for the Chanukah 
celebration we enjoyed the delicious latkes from the 
Free Times Cafe. After the spirited presentations by  the 
students, Marni Levitt led an interactive “Chanukah Sing-
A-Long”. Marni has been writing songs and performing 
for more than twenty years, and has over eight years 
experience teaching special education and music with the 
TDSB. We had a great turnout at our celebration.

So far our year at Shule has been productive and 
harmonious. Ariel Sernick, Sandra Ruch, Emily Green, 

Sue Goldstein and I make a great team. The music, 
language and discussion rotation is going well and the 
students have expressed a liking for it. It gives everyone 
a little variety and allows the staff to get to know all of 
our students. The result has been a greater feeling of 
community, something we all value. If you would like your 
child to be part of this, it is still not too late to register for 
the upcoming second term, beginning in January.

Looking ahead, we will be honouring Martin Luther King 
Day on Sunday January 18 with a presenter TBA and as 
usual plan to arrange a special event to put the focus on the 
dangers of racism. We will also be celebrating Tu B’Shvat 
and before we know it, we will be moving toward Purim, 
Passover and Spring! That’s a good thought to keep in 
mind, as the days grow shorter and colder. On behalf of all 
of us at Shule, we would like to wish you all everything of 
the best over the holiday season.

www.mwstoronto.org

To regisTer for The 
Morris Winchevsky 

school’s 2015 
WinTer & spring TerM 

please conTacT us

416-789-5502 or

info@mwstoronto.org. 

Chanukah Celebration 2014
More than 110 people attended the Morris Winchevsky 

School’s Chanukah festivities. The students presented 
plays, songwriter and performer Marni Levitt led the 

crowd with several festive songs, and everyone snacked 
on the fabulous latkes and amazing sufganiot.

Here are some pictures from the day.
   Photos by Shlomit Segal

By frances Handlarski 
Education Director
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Doing Jewish Off the Grid (continued from page 1)

After the opening plenary, there were three sets of 
workshops. Themes included “Hasbara to the ‘New 
Historians’ — Demythologizing Israel and Developing a 
Critical Perspective,” “A Text Study of Social Change,” “The 
Struggle for Social Justice from South Africa to Palestine,” 
“Jewish Identity, Whiteness and Race,” and “Singing the 
Yearnings of Our Hearts.” For a complete list of workshops 
and presenters, go to http://tiny.cc/aq5wqx.
The majority of those in attendance were under the age of 
34, all questioning or rethinking their relationship to the 
mainstream Jewish community. Most, if not all, favoured 
building activist bonds and working together in the future.
Was doing Jewish Off the Grid a successful conference? 
We believe it was. Does this mean we are at a critical 
crossroads among progressive Jews in Toronto? We 
believe so. Does this mean we have to work hard, listen, 

and challenge ourselves to work with others who we 
may not agree with on questions of politics, faith, and 
identity? Absolutely.

We owe this to our youth and to the future of progressive 
and diverse struggles to make the necessary links between 
movements, and to have a voice that is independent from 
the mainstream Jewish community.

What this means for the future has yet to be seen, but 
the organizers of DJOG are committed to working 
together in the future and plan to sponsor a second DJOG 
next year. In February of 2015, DJOG organizers will be 
co-sponsoring a fundraiser at Beit Zatoun around 
Tu B’Shvat. Updates on this event will be out soon. For 
more information or if you are interested in organizing, 
email: info@winchevskycentre.org.

Above: Naomi Binder Wall speaking, along with Zainab Amadahy and Sue Goldstein in The Jewish National Fund: Greenwashing Settler 
Colonialism; Top: Sheryl Nestel and Tyler Levitan ; Screenshots from IJV videos.
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SECULAR FRIDAY NIGHT POTLUCK DINNER & PROGRAM

Reservations required. 
Please RSVP by calling 416.789.5502 or emailing info@winchevskycentre.org 

When you RSVP let us know what you plan to bring to the potluck dinner: 
Main or side dish or dessert. We’ll provide the challah 

and wine for the secular ceremony. 

Hold the Date for the next Fraytik Tsu Nakht: Friday February 20, 2015 — Theme TBA

Friday January 16, 2015 — 6:30 pm Winchevsky Centre
Film Screening of Nelson Mandela’s Speech at the Skydome 

and recorded African music

C A MP NA I V ELT
 OUr SUMMEr COTTAGE COMMUNITY

This year’s Mid-Winter Mingle for all Naivelters past 
and present will be on Sunday February 22, 2015 at 

the Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club for the 
traditional swim and potluck social.

This fun-filled event from 3:30-8 p.m. includes swimming and a potluck dinner.
Don’t forget to bring your own plates, cutlery and cups, as well as drinks!

Meet old friends and new for a relaxing and enjoyable evening 
of socializing, games, music and good food. If you’re thinking 

about renting or buying a cottage at Camp Naivelt, 
this is a great way to meet new friends!
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Adult Education Forum

Are Human Beings Naturally Warlike, Competitive, and Patriarchal?
A Look at the Human Nature Industry and 21st Century Capitalism.

Presentation by Richard Borshay Lee

Sunday January 11, 2015 @ 11 a.m. 
918 Bathurst Street

The image of human beings as innately aggressive, profit-making and status-seeking is a common theme in 
the new “science” of Evolutionary Psychology (EP). Such best-selling authors as Steven Pinker, Jared Diamond 
and Nicholas Wade build theories emphasizing these traits and attempt to rationalize them by appealing to 
Darwinian evolution. The take-home message seems to be: this is the hand that nature has dealt humanity. Get 
used to it.

Critics have raised serious questions about these “theories.” First, do these theories actually fit the known 
facts about human evolution? Critics show how these writers cherry-pick their evidence while ignoring or 
downplaying evidence that contradicts them. Second, and more important, critics ask how do such theories, 
even without any firm basis in fact, provide such a neat justification for the inequalities and exploitation 
rampant in contemporary Capitalism? 

The talk will review some recent EP books and their underlying biases, and present the views of critics from 
Anthropology, whose grasp of the evidence is firmer but who do not get the same degree of exposure on 
the best-seller lists. The talk attempts to provide an alternative theory that is both more accurate and less 
pessimistic.

Richard Lee, a long-time member of the UJPO, is Professor Emeritus in Anthropology at the University of 
Toronto. He is well-known for his studies of hunting and gathering peoples, especially in Africa, and for his 
writings on social evolution from a left perspective. The talk is based on his recent paper “Hunter-gatherers on 
the Best-seller List: A Critique of Steven Pinker and the ‘Bellicose’ School.”

Bagels & coffee will be served.
RSVPs appreciated: 416.789.5502 or info@winchevskycentre.org

Hold the date!

Marking IWD with SONGS OF HOPE, FREEDOM AND CONSCIENCE, 
featuring the folk-harmony trio Gathering Time from Long Island, N.Y.

Sunday March 8, 2015
7:00 p.m.

Winchevsky Centre
More information in the March/April issue of L’Khaim.



The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School
•	 Camp Naivelt
•	 Toronto Jewish Folk Choir Foundation

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  

or on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

   

We would like to 
thank the donors, 
in particular Reva 
Dolgoy, for their 
contributions to the 
chair lift that has 
been installed in the 
Winchevsky Centre

community news
    Mazl Tov To...

Paula and Lee David on the birth of their 
newest granddaughter Iyla, daughter to 
Eric and Yen David.

Sam Blatt on his 75th birthday.

HearTfelT CondolenCes To...

Gord Doctorow on the passing 
of his mother, Valentina Goldman
Alex Fishbein on the passing of his 
mother, Manya Fishbein.

The Berman family on the 
passing of Saul Berman.

UJPO Toronto Updates
Welcome to the new Board of Directors elected at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Morris Winchevsky School 
and UJPO-Toronto on November 16, 2014:

President: Julia Barnett
Vice-President: Ronit Little
Secretary: Paula David
Treasurer: Barbara Blaser

Directors: David Abramowitz, Marsha Fine Solnicki, 
Lev Jaeger, Sylvia Lustgarten, Lana Rabkin, Ester Reiter, 
Marilyn Tate, Max Wallace


