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This Weekend 

• Saturday 
o 1:00 PM: Pool time and Aquafit 
o 3:00-4:30 PM: Tea and Writing workshop with Karen Gold 
o 7:00 PM: Naivelt Film Festival 

• Sunday 
o 10:00 AM: Bagel Brunch at Cabin 11 on Hill 2 with hosts Ross and Deb. 

Author Rachel Giese discusses her new book, 
Boys: What it Means to Become a Man. 

o 1:00 PM: Pool time and Aquafit 
o 3:00 PM: Yoga at the Ritz with Janice 

Rainy Day Etch-A-Sketch. Photo: Jenny Lewis 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

This Week: Writing Workshop 

Join me on our porch for tea & writing 
Saturday afternoon July 28th from 3:00 
- 4:30. We will reflect on our summer 
home through stories. I will have 
writing material available but bring 
your favourite pen or journal if you 
have one. If there is a small object from 
your cabin that has special meaning, 
please bring it. Everyone is welcome. 
No prior writing experience needed! 
For more info contact me at 
k.gold@sympatico.ca – Karen Gold 
(Cabin 32, Hill 3) 

Next Weekend 

• Saturday 
o 1:00 PM: Naivelt pool time & Aquafit 
o 3:00 PM: Origami with Simon and Lev  
o 7:00 PM: To be confirmed: Stone soup and 

storytelling with Dan Yashinsky 
• Sunday 

o Peace Tea 

 
Gardening on Hill 1 

Everyone marvels at the manicured beauty 
of Hill 1 (and comments both 
complimentary and snide have been 
made).  We are a rather blessed, mostly 
older retired, or semi-retired bunch of folks 
with time to putter around with gardens, 
and get some exercise by cutting grass, 
weed whacking, and brush control. With a 
dedicated group of yard-sale/auction 
attendees, there’s always weird and 
wonderful ‘stuff’ that appears from time to 
time (like the Winston Churchill amputee, 
or the rubber rats). Sometimes we roam a 
little, and put a hand to the Peace Garden 
by the Lak, or a little weed whacking at 
Camp Cabins and here and there. Here is a 
picture of Rick hard at it (it could be any 
number of our great greens-keepers, but he 
happens to be the one I caught the pic of). 
It’s a team effort, usually followed by 
‘Happy Hour.’ We are happy to have 
visitors, especially during mulberry 
picking time, to enjoy the fruits of our 
labour of love—Christine Cushing (Hill 1, 
Cabin 3) 

Photo: Christine Cushing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
            Still image from Max Wallace’s film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week: 1st Annual Naivelt Film Festival 

Join us at the Lak Shak Saturday July 28 at 7:00 PM for the first annual Naivelt Film Festival, 
featuring films made by or featuring Naivelters past or present. 

7:00 PM: Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas, cast by Naivelter Jenny Lewis and featuring former 
Naivelter David Wall. An offbeat,playful celebration of the Jewish American songwriters who 
composed the soundtrack to the holiday season. In an irony of ironies, it was Jewish immigrant 
outsiders—Irving Berlin, Mel Tormé and many others—who redefined Christmas as a secular and 
inclusive cultural phenomenon. Penning such yuletide classics as “White Christmas,” “Let It Snow” 
and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” these artists amplified the spirit of the holidays through 
musical merriment. A panoply of performers delivers signature renditions of these beloved melodies, 
amusingly set in a Chinese restaurant, while musicologists, religious leaders, comedians and others 
add insights into the strange, contradictory and poignant relationship American Jews have with “The 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year” (also written by a Jew). Kid-friendly. 

7:55 PM: Fully Dilated, 7 minute short, directed by Naivelter Debra Felstead and written by Naivelter 
Ross Mckie. Using the unexplored world of midwifery as a backdrop, one midwife is our guide 
through a moment in a pregnant couple's life and the hilarity, heart and intensity that ensue. 

8:05 PM: Popcorn and Lemonade Break 

8:20 PM: Schmelvis: Searching For the King’s Jewish Roots, directed by Naivelter Max Wallace. The 
opening gala film of the 2003 Toronto Jewish Film Festival, Schmelvis follows an improbable quest by 
a group of Canadian filmmakers after they read a story in the Wall Street Journal revealing that Elvis 
Presley’s  great great grandmother was Jewish. They enlist a chassidic Elvis impersonator named 
Schmelvis and a prominent rabbi on a journey to find the answers and to provoke what they wrongly 
assumed would be an anti-Semitic response. The result is a rollicking and hilarious journey to 
Graceland to say Kaddish over Elvis's grave and to Israel to plant a tree in the King's memory. Along 
the way, they discover that Elvis had a nose job, he served as a Shabbos Goy for his Memphis Rabbi 
landlord, he wore a Jewish chai necklace around his neck and that he placed a Star of David on his 
mother's headstone. In Israel, the group encounters a group of Palestinian children at the Elvis Inn 
near Jerusalem who joyfully perform with Schmelvis around the world's largest Elvis statue and they 
run into ultra Orthodox Jews in the Dead Sea who claim a religious affinity with Elvis Presley. The 
result is a profoundly moving and entertaining film about identity. 



Jacob Yashinsky-Zavitz 
The UJPO and Camp Naivelt community extends its most sincere condolences to Dan 
Yashinsky and Carol Zavitz for the loss of their beloved son, Jacob Yashinsky-Zavitz. 
Cherished son, brother, grandson, friend, crossing guard, poet, scrabble and 
backgammon ace, photographer, jeweller, kayak fisherman, disability advocate, lover of 
good food, son of St. Clair West, mensch. 

Dan, Jacob’s dad, is a story teller and has participated in events with the UJPO 
community in the past. He has been to Naivelt and was scheduled to lead us in a story-
telling and food event at Naivelt this week. 

If you wish to make a donation in Jacob’s name, please consider the Ontario Prader-
Willi Syndrome Association: 
www.opwsa.com — 416-481-8657 — or a charity of your choice. 

 
Photo: Sarah Kelsey, Living Village Publications, https://villagelivingmagazine.ca/like-father-like-son 


