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Nayer, Frayer Velt (A Newer, Freer World): 
Defunding the Police from Tevye to Landback Lane 
By Sadie Epstein-Fine, who is a second-generation 

queer, Jewish artist and activist and life-long UJPO 

member. Sadie is a member of the UJPO Indigenous 

Solidarity Work Group as well as Showing Up for 

Racial Justice Toronto (SURJ-TO).  

―I have some advice for you, get off my land. This is 

still my home, my land. Get off my land.‖ These are the 

famous words spoken in the penultimate scene of 

Fiddler on the Roof by Tevye to the Constable who is 

delivering a warrant ordering the people of Anatevka off their 

land. In this moment the Constable is the villain, with all the 

people of Anatevka, plus the entire audience, on Tevye‘s side, standing with him. 

I have recently been finding my way back to this play, to its history and to the history of my 

ancestors who were forced to flee their homeland in Eastern Europe, in the Pale (where the 

fictional Anatevka would be) because of pogroms. I have been searching for this history, for this 

connection as a way of finding myself and to untangle and resist the assimilation that is expected 

of all of us on the colonized land of Turtle Island.  

 While Tevye, Anatevka, pogroms and The Pale are in our collective Ashkenazi Jewish 

past, we don‘t have to look far to find people crying out to get off their land. ―Land Back‖ is a 

movement that is demanding that colonial governments give Indigenous nations jurisdiction over 

their own lands, lands that are unceded or governed by broken or deceitful treaties. 

All across Turtle Island, from Standing Rock to Wet‘suwet‘en, Indigenous nations have been 

calling for ―Land Back‖ for generations. These two and many other Indigenous Peoples continue 

to directly and non-violently resist developers who have been granted permission by Canadian 

governments to build pipelines across their traditional territories.  

―Land Back‖ is also central to court actions filed by the L‘nu (Mi‘kmaq) and the Wolastok 

(Maliseet). Both these title claims are to establish management and control over their traditional 

lands and resources in present-day New Brunswick, which were never surrendered under the pre-

Confederation Peace and Friendship Treaty.    

Most recently and closest to our home of Tkaronto (a Mohawk word meaning ―where there 

are trees standing in the water‖) Haudenosaunee Land defenders at Six Nations have occupied 

land that Dosani Homes was turning into a housing development called Mackenzie Meadows. The 

land defenders have re-named this land ―1492 Land Back Lane,‖ as it is on the Haldimand Tract. 

This area of land, six miles on either side of the Grand River from its mouth to its source, was 

designated as The Six Nations territory by The Crown in order to give these loyalist allies a land 

base from which to help protect Canada from American invasion. The Canadian government has 

never respected this agreement and has actively encouraged settlement on the Haldimand Tract, 

including the city of Kitchener-Waterloo.  
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 

FROM WINNIPEG 

By Harriet Zaidman 

Dr. Lionel Steiman, a member of UJPO Winnipeg, 

conducted two Zoom forums on the topic of antisemitism 

from the time of the Crusades to the Holocaust, which he 

enhanced through historic slides. His thorough and 

knowledgeable lecture was well received from attendees 

who sat in from Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg. His 

remarks were prescient in light of current events in the U.S. 

and other countries. Our thanks to Lionel for his 

contribution to our educational programs. 

Dr. Itay Zutra is leading a four-part Zoom series called 

The New Diasporas: Trends in Modern Jewish Literature, 

beginning: 

• Sunday, January 17 at 10:30 CST – How to Cure a Plague 

in Yiddish? The Jew as a Malaise in the Works of Franz 

Kafka 

• Sunday, January 31 – The Counter-Historical Jew in 

Natalia Ginzburg‘s ―Family Lexicon‖ Sunday, February 14 

– The Anxious Jew in the Works of David Albahari 

• February 28 – The New Spice Box: Contemporary Jewish 

Writing in Canada  

 Anyone interested in participating in the lecture series 

is asked to transfer $50 for the full series or $20 per lecture 

to: Ellen Karlinsky at ellenk@mymts.net or contact her via 

email to send a cheque.  

Book Club – UJPO Winnipeg‘s Book Club is active on 

Zoom. In January the club is discussing a series of articles 

focussed on U.S. politics – a comparison of Trump‘s 

regime to the Bush/Cheney regime, an analysis of Trump 

and autocracy, and the crises of liberalism. In December, 

the club read Old Gods, New Enigmas – Marx’s Lost 

Theory by Mike Davis and next month will examine The 

Skin We’re In: A Year of Black Resistance and Power by 

Desmond Cole. 

Letter writing campaigns continue – UJPO Winnipeg is 

writing a letter of support to Leah Gazan, MP for Winnipeg 

Centre, who, along with MP Charlie Angus retweeted an 

article from The Guardian that reported that Israel does not 

accept responsibility for vaccinating people in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territories. Gazan and Angus faced a 

heavy backlash from established pro-Israel organizations 

and others, accusing them of anti-Semitism. We feel it‘s 

important to point out that criticism of Israeli policies is not 

anti-Semitism. A letter is also being sent to the Jewish Post 

and News, published in Winnipeg.  

Harriet Zaidman, UJPO Winnipeg member, is happy to 

contribute her food column A Little Nosh to the UJPO 

News, and would be willing to teach anyone who wants to 

learn how to make bagels, challah or other yeast breads via 

Zoom. Contact her through her blog, North End Nosh, or 

write her at hzaidman@gmail.com.  

FROM TORONTO 

By Rachel Epstein  

Greetings from Toronto! I write this the day after the 

January 20 presidential inauguration as we all breathe a 

sigh of relief and look forward to some semblance of hope. 

Good start with the elimination of the Muslim ban and the 

Mexico/US wall, re-entry to the Paris Accord, progressive 

LGBTQ+ legislation and an organized Covid plan. And I 

know many of us have got some good chuckles from the 

Bernie memes!  

 Here‘s what‘s been going on in Toronto since the 

UJPO-Canada conference in October, 2020: 

 UJPO-Toronto AGM: UJPO-Toronto held its annual 

AGM on December 6, 2020.  All current Board members 

remain on the Board, with the addition of Paula David and 

Robin Vogl. We are delighted that Hannah Blazer has 

agreed to be the new Chair. Adam Chaleff, the outgoing 

Chair, remains on the UJPO-Toronto Board and is also the 

new Chair of UJPO-Canada.  

Communications & Check-Ins: At the start of the 

pandemic we initiated bi-weekly community check-ins and 

volunteers connected individually with community 

members who might be more vulnerable to the virus and/or 

to isolation. Over the holidays we reconstituted this 

volunteer corps, making calls to those we felt might 

appreciate the contact. A reminder that UJPO is a 

community, as well as an organization.  

Office & Staff: Our office continues to be closed with all 

staff working from home though, now that the Clover 

School (who rent the building from us) is operating online, 

sue Goldstein goes into the office a couple of days a week.  

Given the year it has been, we are extremely grateful to all 

staff members who have stepped up to meet the year‘s 

unique challenges. On December 13 we held a Staff 

Appreciation event to express this gratitude. Staff received 

packages of treats at their homes, and we met online to 

share appreciations of one another and to do some ―Show 

and Tell.‖  Many of our staff are multi-talented artists and 

creators of one kind or another – it was a pleasure to see 

some of their work. Stay tuned for a new initiative: The 

Winchevsky Art Mart!   

Morris Winchevsky School (MWS): The MWS went 

online in March last year. In the fall we returned to in-
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person teaching, with careful Covid protocols in place. 

Now, given the Covid numbers in Toronto and the current 

―lockdown,‖ we are back online. Throughout the fall, the 

Shule Advisory Committee, made up of teachers, parents 

and staff (Michelle Munk, Richard Lee, Harriet Rosenberg, 

Michele Kaye, Ben Losman, Bob Wiseman, Lia 

Tarachansky, Rachel Epstein) met weekly to assess the 

Covid situation and to figure out, week by week, how to 

keep shule students and staff safe. Huge thanks to this very 

important committee!  

 The MWS also held a very successful online Chanukah 

party on December 13 – thanks to our wonderful staff and 

visiting choir leader Shifra Cooper.  

 The MWS B‘nai Mitzvah class has five students this 

year: Aaron Bergman, Mika Breznitz, Sadie Kopyto 

Primack, Keegan Munk-Phillips, and Miles Sommers. All 

are working hard on their research, creative and volunteer 

projects, and planning has begun for a ceremony in June.  

Adult B’nai Mitzvah  

The Adult B‘nai Mitzvah program is running for the second 

time this year with 10 participants. By all accounts, 

everyone is having a great time. The program is expertly 

facilitated by Jewish educator Sharoni Sibony and will run 

bi-weekly from Fall to Spring, including an optional 

research project and group ceremony. 

Camp Naivelt: Camp Naivelt is currently being managed 

by a robust new Camp Committee that is meeting through 

the fall and winter to consider all kinds of issues and to 

ensure another successful season in 2021. Kudos to these 

dedicated volunteers.  

Programs: All our programs currently run online.   

On November 28 we assisted with an online celebration of 

life for beloved UJPO community member, Naomi Binder 

Wall. May her memory be a blessing.  

 On January 23 we held an event called 

Transformational Change: Building a Mental Health 

Emergency Service with Reach-Out-Respond Network co-

founders Rachel Bromberg and Asante Haughton. From 

them we learned about the process they are engaged in with 

the City of Toronto to transform Toronto‘s mental health 

emergency response.  

 On February 6 we are partnering with the Noor 

Cultural Centre and others in an event called Connecting 

Abolitionist Struggles: Settler Colonialism, Mass 

Incarceration and the ―War on Terror‖, featuring speakers: 

Shady Hafez, El Jones, and Arun Kundnani.   

 And save the date for our annual Passover Third 

Seyder: Saturday, April 3. The theme this year is building a 

nayer, frayer velt – a newer, freer world!  

Yiddish Book Project 

Happy to report that 10 boxes of our Yiddish books have 

been picked up by the University of Toronto Rare Books 

Library and will be incorporated into their collection. The 

remaining 70+ boxes remain in our storage closet, but plans 

are afoot for some of them to also go to U of T, and the rest 

possibly to the Yiddish Book Centre in Amherst, Mass.  

But perhaps not before we hold a community celebration! 

Stay tuned! 

Getting Our Ducks in a Row 

We are using this time of the pandemic when we are 

restricted in the number and kinds of events we can hold, to 

get some of our office systems and organizational issues in 

order.  

 Board member Charna Gord has put a lot of time, 

thought and energy into producing an organizational 

governance document, attempting to summarize the 

organization‘s structures and systems of accountability.  

We are also working with IT consultant Gin Marshall to 

update and automate many of our office forms and systems. 

This will mean simpler and more automated systems for 

program registration, membership, Naivelt rentals, and 

donations.  

 Hope to ―see‖ you soon at an event or meeting. Feel 

free to drop us a line if you have program ideas or other 

feedback.  

FROM HAMILTON 

By Paul Weinberg 

One of our subjects of discussion on Jan. 14 via Zoom 

involved what happened at Shalom Village. It has 

experienced the second largest COVID-19 outbreak in a 

long term care home in Hamilton. What makes this an 

important story is that some of us may end up living there. 

It is a non-profit care major facility in an aging Hamilton 

Jewish community under the umbrella of the Hamilton 

Jewish Federation. 

 As of January 9 the Hamilton Spectator reported that 

185 cases of people tested positive including staff, residents 

and visitors, as well as close to 20 deaths. 

 There was a news report in the same newspaper on 

Dec. 24 that Shalom Village was warned last March by a 

Sinai Health System geriatrician of insufficient staffing and 

probable deaths from this neglect.   

 The communications person for Shalom Village, 

Laurie Pringle, denied this in an email to me. ―The doctor 

wasn‘t ignored. We discussed this in our townhalls and via 

our reports on our website. If you visit our website and look 

at the Dec. 24th COVID update, we addressed the 

misleading media reports.‖ 
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 St. Joseph‘s Healthcare Hamilton is helping Shalom 

Village respond to the outbreak. But there are still problems 

in the facility, says Lainie Tessier, an adult daughter of one 

of the residents. She told the Hamilton Spectator on Jan. 9 

that her mother (who tested positive for COVID) was sick 

for more than a week before Shalom Village noticed that 

something was amiss and only after the family alerted staff 

– who also did not wear proper PPE equipment at the start.  

 Similar stories of are being reported in countless long 

term care homes in Ontario. This was not an easy story to 

discuss. Hamilton Jewish News is publishing a story in 

February. But our group all agreed that the root of the 

problem lies with how the Ontario government has 

mismanaged the COVID crisis. 

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 

Leo Panitch 

By sue goldstein 

With great sadness we inform 

you that UJPO member Leo 

Panitch passed away on 

December 19, 2020. Professor 

Panitch is survived by his partner 

Melanie Panitch, daughter Vida, and son Maxim. 

 Leo Panitch was a huge light on the left. Co-Editor of 

the Socialist Register with Greg Albo, Panitch was 

Distinguished Research Professor of Political Science and 

Canada Research Chair in Comparative Political Economy 

at York University where he taught and mentored many for 

36 years. Together with friend and colleague Sam Ginden, 

Leo wrote ―The Making of Global Capitalism: The Political 

Economy of American Empire.‖ Panitch was a contributor 

to many journals and publications, including Canadian 

Dimension, The Real News Network, Transform Europe! 

and Jacobin. He authored over 100 articles and nine books. 

  In 2019 Professor Panitch moderated a talk with UJPO 

members Roz Usiskin and Harriet Zaidman on the 100-year 

anniversary of the Winnipeg Strike. A committed activist, 

comrade, and friend to many, he will be greatly missed. On 

behalf of the UJPO community, deepest condolences are 

extended to Leo‘s family, friends, and comrades. 

 Tributes to Leo Panitch pour in from around the globe. 

Here are links to but a few of them: 

http://tiny.cc/2k27tz 

https://yfile.news.yorku.ca/2020/12/20/passings-leo-

panitch-distinguished-research-professor-emeritus 

https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/12/remembering-leo-panitch 

https://www.transform-network.net/blog/article/leo-

panitch-1945-2020  

Leo Panitch Scholarship Fund 

January, 2021 

Dear friends, 

I have been overwhelmed and moved by the outpouring of 

tributes to Leo and expressions of love to those of us 

closest to him and I thank you deeply. There have been 

many inquiries as to where donations in his honour may be 

made. It has taken a little time, but I think you will be 

excited by the Leo Panitch Scholarship at Merchants 

Corner.  On Selkirk Avenue in Winnipeg‘s North End 

where Leo grew up, there is a vibrant centre of community 

life called Merchants Corner. It is the site of the University 

of Winnipeg‘s Department of Urban and Inner-city Studies. 

The relocation of this University program to the heart of 

North End Winnipeg to address many challenges facing the 

predominantly Indigenous people now living in the North 

End, is an innovative example of university- community 

engagement. It is here that the Leo Panitch Scholarship will 

be situated. 

 In May 2019, during the Winnipeg General Strike 

Centenary Conference, Leo and I and a group of other 

conference participants asked for a tour of Merchants 

Corner. Thrilled by the vibrancy of what we saw, the 

educational hub as well as the provision of affordable 

housing and common space open to the community, Leo 

played the key role in launching a fund-raising initiative.  

Leo himself had benefitted enormously from the 

educational opportunities made available in the North End, 

including the afterschool I.L. Peretz Folk School where 

instruction was in both Yiddish and English. Today, what is 

unique about Merchants Corner is the distinct Indigenous 

curriculum and its success in attracting students who 

traditionally would not have pursued higher education.  

 This scholarship resonates with Leo‘s Winnipeg roots, 

his academic orientation, and his commitment to education 

and social justice. Please take the opportunity to learn more 

about the Leo Panitch Scholarship and Merchants Corner in 

the attached brochure. 

With love, 

Melanie, with Maxim and Vida 

Charitable donations can be made online at: 

https://www.wpgfdn.org/LeoPanitch or by cheque: 

The Winnipeg Foundation 

For the Leo Panitch Scholarship at Merchants Corner 

1350- One Lombard Place Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3B 0X3 
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WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl tov to: 

Winnipeg members Ellen Karlinsky and Adrian Challis on 

the birth of their newest grandchild Samaya Rose Challis 

born May 23, 2020 in Saskatoon, who joins Hazel Florence 

Challis born Aug 28, 2019 in Winnipeg. Wishing them lots 

of naches. 

Ester Reiter who turned 80! 

Get well to:  

David Abramowitz 

Terry Azar  

Sol Blaser 

Mari Drexler 

Heartfelt condolences: 

With great sadness we inform you that Rhonda Sussman 

passed away on Monday November 22, 2020. Rhonda was 

a former UJPO-Toronto member along with her late 

partner, Howard Tessler. She was well-known in many 

activist communities in Toronto and a friend and comrade 

of a number of UJPO-Toronto members. Rhonda was the 

dear sister and sister-in-law to Sue and Gord Harders. 

 UJPO Winnipeg is saddened to learn of the death of 

Jesse Vorst, former member and friend to many.  

GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR UJPO MEMBERS 

Judy Goldie 

Interviewed by Sam Blatt 

What brought you to UJPO? 

 A UJPO member who lived next door in my housing 

co-op invited me up to Camp Naivelt for the day in 1983.  

As a city dweller, the country-like atmosphere at camp 

gave me space to breath. At that time, I was Executive 

Director of the Labour Council Development Foundation, a 

resource group of the Toronto Labour Council that worked 

with unions to develop and build non-profit housing co-

operatives. I was also a resource for the Labour Council 

itself and worked with the Municipal Committee. It was a 

rewarding but demanding job. The prospect of spending 

time at Naivelt as a place of quiet drew me in.   

 My second visit cemented my decision. I was 

introduced to Al Abramowitz (David‘s Dad). We spent 

over an hour talking about the United Jewish People‘s 

Order, its philosophy, guiding principles, history and 

activities. I grew up in a close-knit Jewish community in 

Ottawa. We had two synagogues; one Orthodox, one 

Conservative. While I enjoyed our family celebrations of 

Jewish holidays and appreciated our history and traditions, 

I never developed a religious sense nor did I see boring 

after school Hebrew classes as a source of knowledge of 

my Jewish heritage. Over time I felt very disconnected 

from my Jewish identity. Finding the UJPO gave me a 

home that fit my secular, political and cultural needs as a Jew. 

In which boards and/or committees were you active?  

 Since I was very interested in the organization, I agreed 

to run for the Toronto Board early on, and served for over a 

decade, including as Chair for a number of years. Both 

Camp and the organization were in transition. At Camp, 

there were no children! My young son had no one to play 

with (girls didn‘t count). UJPO had some younger members 

in leadership positions but most were 60+. These veteran 

members had a very different history with the organization. 

The UJPO was a holistic source for their political, cultural 

and social expression. This sense of community also 

produced a thriving level of volunteerism. Younger 

members related to UJPO in a very different way as a piece 

of a diverse set of memberships and social relationships. 

Increasingly, staff was taking on roles previously done by 

volunteers and the demands were untenable. It was 

challenging to move forward with two different visions of 

the organization. 

 The organization was also in deep financial trouble.  

Camp fees were woefully inadequate to maintain the aging 

infrastructure. Similarly, the Cranbrooke building required 

some major reinvestment. We were given a reprieve by 

using some of our reserves while we worked out a 

stabilizing strategy. Revitalizing camp as a thriving 

community with a better fee structure, negotiating market 

rent for the Morris Winchevsky School and refocusing 

programming made us viable again. 

What changes would you like to see over the coming 

years? 

 I really enjoy Bagel Brunches. It‘s an opportunity to 

learn in a social setting. When we can see each other again, 

I would like to see it as a regular feature in the City. 

Last and not least – a book and/or movie and/or play 

you recommend! 

 With the pandemic, I have read many books, 

particularly ones recommended by friends. So I would like 

to briefly share a book that I discovered by accident in a 

Mexican library on a table stacked with English language 

books, The Rent Collector written by Camron Wright. The 

book is about a family that makes their home and their 

living scavenging recyclables from the trash in the largest 

municipal waste dump in all of Cambodia. Based on a true 
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story, it is set in the abject poverty of Cambodia against the 

backdrop of political oppression and the atrocities of the 

Khmer Rouge. It traces the family‘s struggle for a better 

life with help from the power of literacy and an unlikely 

source, the surly woman who collects the rent in the dump. 

Good to read inspirational books in the time of Covid.  

POETRY AND WRITINGS 

The Hill We Climb 

By Poet Laureate  

Amanda Gorman 

Read at the inauguration of 

President Joe Biden 

When day comes we ask 

ourselves, 

where can we find light in this 

never-ending shade? 

The loss we carry, 

a sea we must wade. 

We‘ve braved the belly of the beast, 

We‘ve learned that quiet isn‘t always peace, 

and the norms and notions 

of what just is 

isn‘t always justice. 

And yet the dawn is ours 

before we knew it. 

Somehow we do it. 

Somehow we‘ve weathered and witnessed 

a nation that isn‘t broken, 

but simply unfinished. 

We the successors of a country and a time 

where a skinny Black girl 

descended from slaves and raised by a single mother 

can dream of becoming president 

only to find herself reciting for one. 

And yes we are far from polished. 

Far from pristine. 

But that doesn‘t mean we are 

striving to form a union that is perfect. 

We are striving to forge a union with purpose, 

to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, 

characters and conditions of man. 

And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, 

but what stands before us. 

We close the divide because we know, to put our future first, 

we must first put our differences aside. 

We lay down our arms 

so we can reach out our arms 

to one another. 

We seek harm to none and harmony for all. 

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true, 

that even as we grieved, we grew, 

that even as we hurt, we hoped, 

that even as we tired, we tried, 

that we‘ll forever be tied together, victorious. 

Not because we will never again know defeat, 

but because we will never again sow division. 

Scripture tells us to envision 

that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree 

and no one shall make them afraid. 

If we‘re to live up to our own time, 

then victory won‘t lie in the blade. 

But in all the bridges we‘ve made, 

that is the promise to glade, 

the hill we climb. 

If only we dare. 

It‘s because being American is more than a pride we inherit, 

it‘s the past we step into 

and how we repair it. 

We‘ve seen a force that would shatter our nation 

rather than share it. 

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy. 

And this effort very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, 

it can never be permanently defeated. 

In this truth, 

in this faith we trust. 

For while we have our eyes on the future, 

history has its eyes on us. 

This is the era of just redemption 

we feared at its inception. 

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs 

of such a terrifying hour 

but within it we found the power 

to author a new chapter. 

To offer hope and laughter to ourselves. 

So while once we asked, 

how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe? 

Now we assert, 

How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 

We will not march back to what was, 

but move to what shall be. 

A country that is bruised but whole, 

benevolent but bold, 

fierce and free. 

We will not be turned around 

or interrupted by intimidation, 

because we know our inaction and inertia 

will be the inheritance of the next generation. 

Our blunders become their burdens. 

But one thing is certain, 

If we merge mercy with might, 
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and might with right, 

then love becomes our legacy, 

and change our children‘s birthright. 

So let us leave behind a country 

better than the one we were left with. 

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, 

we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. 

We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west. 

We will rise from the windswept northeast, 

where our forefathers first realized revolution. 

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern 

states. 

We will rise from the sunbaked south. 

We will rebuild, reconcile and recover. 

And every known nook of our nation and 

every corner called our country, 

our people diverse and beautiful will emerge, 

battered and beautiful. 

When day comes we step out of the shade, 

aflame and unafraid, 

the new dawn blooms as we free it. 

For there is always light, 

if only we‘re brave enough to see it. 

If only we‘re brave enough to be it.  

Borders and Belongings: A Memoir 
Book Review 

By Mira Sucharov, published by Palgrave MacMillan 

(2020), reviewed by Paul Weinberg  

Mira Sucharov is a Carleton University professor who has 

become a welcome and outspoken voice on a variety of 

issues affecting the Jewish community, (including those of 

Israel-Palestine), as well as ―emotions and international 

relations‖ (her words). 

 She is a prolific writer with four books under her belt 

and articles on a variety of themes, including social media. 

Her op-ed pieces have appeared in the Globe and Mail, the 

Toronto Star, Ottawa Citizen, Haaretz and the Forward. 

 This time Sucharov has embarked in new territory 

combining political and personal with the release of her 

2020 memoir ―Borders and Belongings‖. I see parallels in 

another memoir Heroes in My Head by Judy Rebick where 

the veteran feminist (who is also Jewish) candidly discusses 

her mental health challenges while carrying out high profile 

activism.  

 Mira Sucharov does something similar in the dual 

political and personal accounts of her book. She discusses 

the evolution in her thinking about Israel and Palestine 

while at the same time revealing the deeply personal 

matters which have shaped her. We read about childhood 

phobias following her parents‘ divorce, panic attacks, 

therapy, experiencing marginally invasive melanoma and 

her relationships – including a poignant encounter with a 

young Arab man and fellow student at McGill University in 

Montreal. The two parted ways because of Middle East 

politics which came between them.  

 Rebick, in her 70s, is secure in her political 

achievements. Self-described progressive Zionists like Mira 

Sucharov are evolving to find a new footing and be heard 

in the changing polarized climate. She is part of a younger 

generation of North American Jews whose liberal views are 

in direct conflict with an apartheid Israel.  Some no longer 

consider themselves Zionists. 

 In her memoir she writes about being tempted to move 

to Israel while doing her graduate work. At that time, she 

became fluent in Hebrew and fell in love with their local 

pop music. But aspects such as the hypermasculinity in the 

culture, the exclusive Jewish nature of the kibbutzim and 

the legacy of the disappeared Palestinian villages following 

the founding of the state of Israel in 1948 began to gnaw on 

her.  

 Sucharov admits now that her ambitions to have a 

leadership role in the Ottawa Jewish community have been 

thwarted by her public stands. Her promotion of a balanced 

approach to the Israel-Palestine impasse also has not cut 

any ice. 

 In one instance (described in the memoir), she 

proposed a Hot Chocolate for Hot Issues event to 

encourage local bar and bat mitzvah aged children to think 

about social justice on this momentous occasion in their 

lives. Her daughter was also having a bat mitzvah at the 

same time. This set off a red light for one of the mothers 

who emailed her that she was not welcome at their home 

anymore.   

 It all stemmed from how Sucharov discussed the 

Palestinians in an opinion piece in the Globe and Mail. 

―My husband says you support a group calling for the 

destruction of Israel and the Jewish people,‖ the woman 

stated, which was far from what Sucharov had suggested. 

 Is Sucharov the Canadian equivalent of the American 

Jewish commentator and author Peter Beinart, editor-at-

large of Jewish Currents? That would be the logical 

direction of her evolution. So far, the signs are mixed. 

 Notwithstanding her reputation, she is actually 

politically cautious, saying no to both the occupation and 

the non-violent international boycott sanctions divestment 

(BDS) campaign which is designed to pressure Israeli to 

scupper it. Beinart, on the other hand, once a stalwart for 

liberal progressive Zionism, has now come out for a single 

democratic state for Israeli Jews and Palestinians in face of 
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the settlements‘ expansion and the rejection of the two-state 

solution by a succession of governments ruling Israel. 

 Currently there is an effort, aided and abetted by some 

Canadian politicians, that is intent on using conspiracy 

theories of alleged anti-Semitism to silence anyone who 

dares to raise serious criticism about Israel.  

 Since this book has been published, Sucharov has 

objected to efforts to pigeonhole anti-Zionist opinions as 

anti-Semitism in the widely adopted controversial new 

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition. 

 Borders and Belonging demonstrates what happens 

when thought and free exchange of ideas disappear.  

Paul Weinberg is an author, freelance journalist, and a 

member of both UJPO and Independent Jewish Voices. He 

lives in Hamilton. 

YIDDISH  

The 20 Best Yiddish Words for  
Discussing 2020 

By Rukhl Schaechter, December 21, 2020 

https://forward.com/yiddish/460397/best-yiddish-words-2020/ 

(Ed. Note: Shortened for publication) 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought us many challenges. 

But ironically, it‘s also helped make 2020 a great year for 

learning Yiddish. 

 Click on the Forward’s new YouTube series ―Yiddish 

Word of the Day,‖ launched in April. 

 One reason for the surge in interest in Yiddish could be 

that many people stuck at home decided to take advantage 

of the opportunity to do something they‘d wanted to do for 

years but never had the time for. For some, that activity 

was baking bread or taking long hikes with the family. For 

others, it was apparently learning the mame-loshn. 

 Now that 2020 is coming to a close, it seems fitting to 

celebrate this trend by sharing 20 of our favorite Yiddish 

words from the year – some related to the coronavirus, and 

others are just plain fun to know. 

Di mageyfe: Plague. Before 2020, the word mageyfe was 

most familiar to us from the Passover haggadah – 

remember the plague of the firstborn? – or the Bubonic 

Plague of the Middle Ages. Now, unfortunately, we have a 

mageyfe all our own. 

Di maske: Mask. Before, this Yiddish word was used 

almost exclusively for Purim disguises. Now it‘s taken on 

entirely new associations as in this sentence: 

―Kumtnishtarayn in gesheft on a maske!‖ (―Don‘t you dare 

enter this store without a mask !‖) 

Di pikuekh-nefesharbeter: Essential workers, or, per the 

literal translation, ―life-or-death workers.‖ Sounds more 

powerful in Yiddish, doesn‘t it? The expression 

pikuekhnefesh is a Talmudic term referring to the principle 

in Jewish law that the preservation of human life overrides 

any other religious rule. Oh, and by the way, ―emergency 

room‖ in Yiddish is der pikuakh-nefeshzal. 

Ikh hob dikh lib: I love you – what you need to say to 

your spouse, partner and children every day to remind us 

all what‘s really important. 

Opgezundert: Socially distanced, as in: ―When you‘re 

shopping for groceries, make sure you‘re opgezundert from 

the other customers.‖ 

Oysgeleydikt: Emptied out, as supermarkets often were in 

the first couple of months of the pandemic. An example: ―I 

went to XXX Supermarket and there were no paper goods 

at all. The shelves were oysgeleydikt.‖ 

Oysgezoomt: A wonderful neologism that spread quickly 

on the internet, author unknown, meaning wiped out from 

Zooming all day – literally, ―all Zoomed out.‖ 

Sha!: Be quiet!, or what you yell out when you‘re trying to 

work at home while kids and other relatives (and cats and 

dogs) are stuck at home with you all day. 

Der shpatsir: A stroll or hike, one of the few things we can 

safely do outside the home during corona times. 

Di langegatkes: Long underwear or long johns – exactly 

what you need when you‘re spending much more time 

outdoors than you ever did before, due to the pandemic. 

The word gatkes by itself means ―boxer shorts.‖ 

Ongeblozn: Sullen, sitting with a pout on one‘s face, arms 

folded, or what a child looks like after she‘s been told she 

can‘t have ice cream before dinner. 

Der khosn-bokher: Literally, this phrase means 

―unmarried groom.‖ It‘s what the parents or other relatives 

of a single guy call him when they really mean to say: 

―you‘re old enough to be married, so what on earth are you 

waiting for?‖ 

Di kale-moyd: The same, but for a woman. 

Zhaleven: To be stingy, to scrimp. As an old camp friend, 

Ellen Goldwasser, once said: ―My mother always told me: 

‗afshikhzolstunishtzhaleven’ – when buying shoes, don‘t be 

cheap; buy only the best.‖ 

Di trepverter: Literally, this means ―stairwords‖ – a 

succinct description of the common phenomenon of 

figuring out the perfect retort or argument to someone just 

as you walk out the door. 

Der kokhlefl: Mixing spoon, also used for someone who 

butts into everyone else‘s business, as in ―Don‘t be such a 

kokhlefl.‖ 

https://forward.com/yiddish/460397/best-yiddish-words-2020/
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Der grafoman: Someone who writes fiction compulsively, 

in the hope of being recognized as a writer, even though his 

writing is third-rate. The kind of person who, if he‘s lucky 

enough to find a publisher, will eagerly hand out free 

copies to anyone who‘ll take it. 

Der tsadik in pelts: A hypocrite. The words translate 

literally to ―a pious person in a fur coat.‖ Why this image? 

A truly righteous person would build a fire to warm 

everyone else in the area, while wearing a fur coat benefits 

only him. 

Ketsele: Kitten; also what you call a child or sweetheart, as 

in: ―kumaher, ketsele‖ (―come here, baby‖). 

Di makhetonim: Your child‘s in-laws. English has no 

word to describe the relationship between two sets of 

parents-in-law, but in traditional homes, this relationship 

has always been essential. The reason: raising children is 

hard enough, and to give them a strong support net, both 

sets of parents need to be involved and communicating – 

not only with their children, but with each other. 

A LITTLE NOSH  
By Harriet Zaidman 

Check out more recipes at northendnosh.weebly.com 

Baked Fish and Chips 

 Here‘s a restaurant-

quality recipe for fish 

and chips you can make 

right at home, with no 

frying. Adding mustard 

to the egg coating for the 

fish produces a richer 

taste, enhanced by the 

accompanying horseradish tartar sauce – or ketchup for 

kids and the kid in you.  

 The fish and chip recipe originates from the New York 

Times. 

Ingredients for the Horseradish Tartar Sauce: 

1/2 cup mayonnaise 

1 tablespoon chopped capers 

1 tablespoon prepared horseradish (more to taste) 

1 tablespoon chopped dill (optional) 

1/2 teaspoon lemon juice 

1/2 teaspoon lemon zest, finely minced 

Pinch of fine sea salt 

Black pepper, as needed 

Ingredients for Fish and Chips 

Serves 4 

6 tablespoons olive oil, more as needed 

1  1/3 cups panko crumbs or breadcrumbs, as desired 

1  1/2 teaspoons minced or powdered thyme 

1 large clove garlic, minced finely 

1 teaspoon black pepper, more as needed 

1 / 4 cup Dijon mustard 

2 large eggs 

1  1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

1  1/4 pounds fish - cod, white fish, hake or other, about 1 

inch thick 

1  1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, more as needed 

1  1/2 pounds (about 3 large) potatoes, peeled or unpeeled, 

cut into 1/4 inch sticks, or equivalent 

Method 

Make the horseradish tartar sauce: In a small bowl, whisk 

together all of the ingredients. Cover and refrigerate until 

ready to use. 

Prepare the fish and chips: Arrange 2 oven racks in the top 

and bottom third of the oven. Place a large rimmed baking 

sheet on the lower rack and heat the oven to 500 degrees. 

In a large skillet over medium heat, warm 2 tablespoons oil. 

Stir in the panko or breadcrumbs, thyme, garlic and 1/2 

teaspoon pepper. Cook, stirring frequently, until the crumbs 

are evenly dark golden brown, about 5 minutes. Transfer 

immediately to a bowl. 

In a separate bowl, whisk together mustard and eggs. Place 

the flour in a third bowl. 

Grease an oven-safe wire rack with oil and place it over 

another rimmed baking sheet. Season the fish with 1 

teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon pepper. Dredge each piece 

of fish in the flour, then the mustard mixture, then the 

panko mixture, making sure it is well coated with each one 

before moving to the next. Transfer the fish to the wire 

rack. (You can bread the fish up to 4 hours ahead; store in 

the refrigerator, uncovered, either on the rack or just on a 

plate.) 

In a large bowl, toss together the potatoes, the remaining 4 

tablespoons oil, 1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon pepper. 

Carefully spread the potatoes out on the preheated baking 

sheet and return to oven‘s lower rack. Roast until slightly 

golden and crispy, tossing after 15 minutes.  

Reduce the oven temperature to 425 degrees and insert the 

second pan, with the fish still on the wire rack, to oven‘s 

top rack. Bake until the fish is flaky and golden and the 

potatoes are well browned and tender on the lower rack 

about 10 to 15 minutes more. 

Salt the fish and potatoes immediately after removing from 

the oven. Serve hot, with tartar sauce or ketchup alongside 

for dipping. 
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USA 

A President Can Govern in Poetry 

By Timothy Egan, The New York Times, Jan. 22, 2021 

One line you didn‘t hear in Joe Biden‘s big-hearted 

inaugural address was one of his favorite bits of Irish verse 

– a yearning for the rarest of convergences, when ―hope 

and history rhyme,‖ by the Irish Nobel laureate Seamus 

Heaney. 

 Throughout the monumental tragedies of his life – the 

loss of a wife and baby daughter in an auto accident, the 

death of a son to brain cancer, and his time in the cellar of 

political despair after two unsuccessful presidential 

campaigns – Biden has returned to the healing power of 

Irish poetry. 

 On Tuesday, as he gave a tearful goodbye to Delaware 

by quoting James Joyce, Biden said his colleagues in the 

Senate used to kid him for always citing Irish poets. ―They 

thought I did it because I‘m Irish,‖ he said. ―I did it because 

they‘re the best poets in the world.‖ 

 He may have to revise that assessment after listening to 

the uncommonly wise Amanda Gorman, who followed in 

the footsteps of Robert Frost and Maya Angelou at the 

inaugural podium. Her poem, ―The Hill We Climb,‖ was 

medicine for a sick nation. (see page 6) 

 But Biden should not put on the posterity shelf the 

young poet‘s stirring lines – ―For there is always light/ if 

only we‘re brave enough to see it/ if only we‘re brave 

enough to be it‖ — or Heaney‘s call for the near 

impossible. Why not reverse the political aphorism, and 

govern in poetry after campaigning in prose? 

 As he took the oath in front of a Capitol that only days 

before was under the siege of a mob of the misinformed, in 

a country deadened by a pandemic, the oldest man ever 

elected president should remember that in the home of his 

ancestors, poetry is the language of politics. 

 Biden is known for his empathy, his lingering at the 

rope line to hear one last story of a life taken too early, his 

tendency to tear up when recalling a loved one who‘s died. 

But he also has something that leaders from Nelson 

Mandela to Abraham Lincoln had – a belief in the power of 

why not? That‘s the province of poets, not policy wonks. 

 Heaney was thinking of Mandela, newly released from 

prison as apartheid crumbled in South Africa, and the 

centuries-old hatreds clinging to Northern Ireland, when he 

wrote ―The Cure at Troy,‖ and the stanza oft-quoted by 

Biden: 

History says, don‘t hope 

On this side of the grave. 

But then, once in a lifetime 

The longed-for tidal wave 

Of justice can rise up, 

And hope and history rhyme. 

 Biden is aiming big, with a $1.9 trillion rescue 

package. He plans $1,400 checks for most Americans, 

subsidies for child care and aid for renters facing eviction. 

He has submitted a plan to offer 11 million undocumented 

immigrants living in the United States a path to citizenship. 

 The new president wants to raise taxes on corporations, 

strengthen labor unions, expand Obamacare with a public 

option, stall the existential threat of climate change and 

spend $2 trillion on energy and infrastructure. On Day 1, he 

rejoined the community of nations who‘ve agreed to the 

Paris climate accord. 

 He envisions a Rooseveltian campaign to get 100 

million COVID vaccine shots into the arms of Americans 

in his first 100 days. There will be ramped-up testing, 

contact tracing and mobilization of at least 100,000 people 

to conquer the virus. 

 It‘s a full plate, with long odds. For starters, how does 

a president who sees the essential goodness in everyone 

deal with a party whose base doesn‘t even believe in the 

legitimacy of his presidency? How does he bring the 

conspiracy theorists back to planet Earth, and cool the tribal 

passions that fueled the insurrection on Jan. 6? 

 If Biden and Congress succeed at the big ideas, and not 

just the reversal of wrongful executive orders or unpopular 

legislation, he will be fondly remembered, even if he serves 

only one term. What‘s more, he may even able to bring 

enough fresh air into our toxic political atmosphere to 

realign things. 

 If he fails, well, I‘m sorry to remind you that most Irish 

poetry is rooted in despair, in a country whose currency for 

centuries was misery. Still, in Ireland, poets have moved 

the masses to uprisings and greatness – most notably, the 

Easter 1916 rebellion that eventually helped lead to a free 

Ireland. 

 Thus, on Wednesday, the first message from the Irish 

president Michael D. Higgins to Biden contained a 

quotation from the poet John O‘Donoghue – ―Unfurl 

yourself into the grace of beginning.‖ 

 In his struggle to overcome his stutter, Biden famously 

recited the poems of William Butler Yeats in front of a 

mirror. He has used Heaney‘s aspirational lines again and 

again – in a viral campaign video, and his acceptance 

speech last summer at the Democratic National 

Convention, and at a 2013 meeting on the U.S.-Korea 

relationship in Seoul. 
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 There were flashes of words that could stand as poetry 

in Biden‘s inaugural address. He lamented the ―lies told for 

power and for profit,‖ and said, ―Politics doesn‘t have to be 

a raging fire.‖ The most memorable line was a simple one, 

that ―we must end this uncivil war‖ that pits Americans 

against one another. 

 If he‘s lucky, a commodity oversubscribed to the Irish, 

Biden will catch a ―longed-for tidal wave‖ that could usher 

an age when poetry is not without power. 

MIDDLE EAST 

How Israel is Harming the War on 

Antisemitism 

By Noa Landau, published in Haaretz on 17.01.2021  

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-how-israel-is-

harming-the-war-on-antisemitism-1.9459655 

Yehuda Elkana – the one that, ever since the Holocaust, has 

been saying ―never again,‖ and the one that has been saying 

―never again to us.‖ Recently, this issue has been the focus 

of the first public battle within the American Jewish 

community in the run-up to Joe Biden‘s inauguration as 

president. 

 The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance is 

an international project that seeks to define what 

antisemitism is for countries and organizations worldwide 

in order to help them fight it, legally and educationally. On 

the face of it, this is a worthy goal. But the definition IHRA 

adopted in 2016 has become the subject of a fierce political 

controversy, with the Israeli government orchestrating and 

intensifying the drama. 

 The reason is the definition‘s focus on examples of the 

―new antisemitism‖ against Israel as a Jewish collective. Or 

in other words, on whether criticism of Israel that reaches 

the point of anti-Zionism is necessarily antisemitic. 

 Thus, for instance, its examples of antisemitism 

include ―denying the Jewish people their right to self-

determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State 

of Israel is a racist endeavor‖ and ―drawing comparisons of 

contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.‖ An 

especially deceptive example, however, is ―applying double 

standards by requiring of it [Israel] a behavior not expected 

or demanded of any other democratic nation.‖ After all, the 

Israeli-Palestinian situation is a very specific one, and so, 

presumably, is the criticism aimed at it. 

 These examples have sparked concern among many 

individuals and groups, including liberal Jewish 

organizations, that IHRA‘s definition infringes on freedom 

of expression in a way that allows criticism of Israel to be 

branded antisemitic. And Benjamin Netanyahu‘s  

 

government has proven in recent years that this concern is 

justified. 

 Netanyahu, the Strategic Affairs Ministry under its 

previous minister, Gilad Erdan, the Foreign Ministry 

(which has made promoting the IHRA definition a supreme 

diplomatic goal), and Jewish organizations funded by Israel 

have all argued repeatedly, citing IHRA, that the BDS 

movement, for example, is antisemitic. Israel has thereby 

proven that IHRA‘s definition of antisemitism indeed has a 

political aspect. 

 In addition, the Netanyahu government has deliberately 

blurred the Green Line between criticism of Israel and 

criticism of the settlements, thereby further fanning the 

controversy. U.S. President Donald Trump‘s administration 

then added fuel to the fire when it announced that it 

planned to label important human rights organizations like 

Amnesty International ―antisemitic.‖ 

 Since the IHRA definition was drafted, 28 countries 

and numerous organizations, including universities and 

sports associations, have adopted it, with encouragement 

from the Israel lobby. Last week, the European 

Commission even issued a nonbinding recommendation on 

the matter. Israel would dearly love for Facebook and 

Twitter to adopt it as well. 

 Last week, in a step that flew under the radar of the 

Israeli discourse, 10 liberal Jewish organizations, including 

J Street and the New Israel Fund, issued an unusual joint 

call for the Biden administration not to implement its 

predecessor‘s pledge to enshrine the IHRA definition in 

law. This was in contrast to establishment Jewish 

organizations, which have been urging the Biden 

administration to adopt it.   

Continued on last page 

Cartoon by John Williams 
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 The inauguration of a Democratic president provides 

an opportunity for Israel to reconsider, in light of the fact 

that its involvement is harming the war on antisemitism 

more than it is helping. The politicization of this issue is 

clearly an unwise, erroneous step that has also proven 

counterproductive; it is a battle that has actually served to 

strengthen the BDS movement.   

Continued from page 1 

 This fall, when the courts allowed development to 

continue on Mackenzie Meadows, the Ontario Provincial 

Police (OPP) used violent tactics to remove the Land 

defenders, including rubber bullets and tasing. This on top 

of the many arrests and charges they laid against Land 

Defenders and allies since the blockade went up. ON 

THEIR OWN LAND. 

 When I see this violence I am so, so angry. Underneath 

the anger, however, I am also confused. How have police 

forces across the nation convinced the general public that 

they exist in our communities to ―serve and protect‖ when 

they regularly and routinely commit these atrocious acts of 

violence against the people who hold the least power? I 

don‘t have to look hard for the answer. Turn on your TV, 

scroll through Netflix, and you will see hundreds, if not 

thousands of positive depictions of police. The first three 

that come to my mind are Brooklyn 99, Paw Patrol and 

Miss Congeniality – all of which I, or my young family 

members, love. What if depictions of police showed scenes 

like that in Fiddler on the Roof? How would they be 

viewed then? It might help us all remember that police have 

never existed to protect marginalized or vulnerable people 

– they exist to protect and disseminate the agenda of 

whoever is in power which, in the case of Turtle Island, 

includes white supremacy.   

 With my own history in mind, including my early 

immersion in social justice and my secular Jewish 

upbringing, I ask two questions: What is my responsibility 

as a humanist, secular Jew? What can I do? As a life-long 

UJPO community member I go back to the organization‘s 

founding commitment to create a ―nayer, frayer velt‖- a 

newer, freer world.  

 ―For if we are concerned with our own freedom and 

dignity, but do not work for peace, and to end poverty, 

prevent disease, protect the earth for future generations, and 

struggle against all forms of colonialism and racism… it 

would not be enough.‖ Having heard this, and other similar 

calls to action at the annual Third Seyder, over and over 

again, it is seeped into every pore of my body. 

 Defunding the police – this is what many Indigenous 

and Black communities are calling for as a first step to  

dismantling colonialism and white supremacy. The goal is 

to materially shift resources away from policing and into  

 

services that actually provide safety and support for 

community members. 

 For some of us this might require a paradigm shift in 

how we imagine community safety. We have gotten so 

used to the idea that ―police keep our streets safe‖ that we 

can‘t imagine the world without that imagined protection. 

Some people might be asking ―what if I get robbed?‖ 

―What about the murderers?‖ BLM-TO founder Sandy 

Hudson provides a beautiful explanation about how 

preventing murders is not actually what police do on a 

regular basis. When it comes to Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) police are a part 

of the problem. For those of you who need to wrap your 

head around defunding the police I invite you to use this 

opportunity to give it some serious thought. 

 For those of you who are inspired to move into action I 

have some suggested action items below.  

1. Sign the Standing Up for Racial Justice Toronto 

(SURJ-TO) open letter. Support BLM-TO‘s demand to 

defund the Toronto Police by 50% in 2021. 

2. Call/email your City Councillor. Let them know you 

support BLM-TO‘s demand to defund the TPS by 50%. 

3. Have conversations with your friends, family, 

colleagues and neighbours about why defunding the police 

is important. How it is one step towards creating the world 

we all want to live in, free from colonialism and white 

supremacy. 

4. Donate to 1492 Land Defender Legal Fund. 

 This is an exciting time. In my lifetime I have never 

witnessed the momentum and seismic shifts that have 

happened as a result of anti-colonial, anti-racism grassroots 

movements. As BLM-TO activist Syrus Marcus Ware 

stated in a recent article ―We are in a revolutionary 

moment.‖ He asks at the end ―What side of history do you 

want to be on?‖  

 This is my answer: I want to be on the side of history 

that I was raised to fight for, that my parents and 

grandparents and great-grand parents fought for. I want to 

Sadie Epstein-Fine 
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be on the side of Black and Indigenous activists who are 

leading the way. I want to be on the side of a world that 

believes that no one is free until we are all free.  

 How about you?  
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