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Lee Lorchby Paula David
Programs 
at a Glance

Since its inception, 
UJPO-Toronto has 
welcomed many unique 
individuals as members.  
We have had academics, 
activists, artists and 
progressive thinkers of 
all sorts enrich our lives 

and our world.  Lee Lorch, who passed 
away in February at the age of 98 was one 
of those.  When he died, there was a flurry 
of obits in the Toronto Star, the Globe & 
Mail, the New York Times and several of 
the universities where he taught.  He was 
lauded as a brilliant mathematician, teacher, 
and progressive thinker. In the fifties, he 
was an early civil rights activist. Always, 
his politics, his career and his family life 
were all intertwined and all focused on 
civil and human rights.  Publically and 
practically he advocated for equality for 
African-Americans, women, marginalized 
minorities and struggled to end social 
inequities within his various communities.   

Well before he was recognized and 
honoured for his contributions, he was fired 
from several universities and blacklisted 
throughout the States.  Ironically some of 
those same institutions bestowed him with 
honours long after he had left, although 
none ever expressed a public apology.  Fisk 
University and City College were two of 
those.  City College of New York fired 
him without reason, but in the midst of his 
leading a very public campaign against 
his Manhattan housing complex’s   “no 
Negroes” policy.   He moved on to Penn 
State, which fired him when in defiance 
of the Stuyvesant Town policy, he invited 
a black family to live in his apartment as 
“guests”.  They moved in, and their arrival 

marked the beginning of integration within 
that community.  Lorch,  his wife Grace and 
daughter Alice moved to the southern U.S. 
where he worked at several Black colleges, 
and where he was a major influence in 
encouraging Black students to pursue 
advanced studies in mathematics.  He and 
Grace continued their political activism in 
their new communities.

Fisk University hired him and then 
terminated his contract when he was called 
before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC).  Even as he stood 
before the HUAC, Lorch protested the 
entire charade by refusing to take the Fifth 
which might have guaranteed him not being 
convicted (along with Chandler Davis, who 
was convicted anyway). Ultimately he was 
released on a legal technicality but along 
with his group of colleagues was willing 
to take a strong stand in the face of this 
notorious period in the American justice 
system. Regardless of the legal outcome, 
his applications for employment, despite 
impeccable references and reputation were 
rejected by American universities. In 1959 
he left the U.S. to live in Canada, first 
accepting a position in the Mathematics 
Department at the University of Calgary 
and in 1969 at York University.  In Canada 
his non-academic affiliations included 
membership in  the Canadian Communist 
Party, the Canadian Cuban Friendship 
Association and UJPO.

An excellent documentary was recently 
shown at an UJPO-Toronto Bagel Brunch. 
(Conversations with Lee Lorch, by Rachel 
Deutsch, available on YouTube:  http://bit.ly/
MGlYoN.) It introduced me to Lorch as an ...

continued on page 8

For event information: 
416-789-5502

info@winchevskycentre.org
www.winchevskycentre.org

MAY
Tuesday May 27: 8pm
Helen & Stan Vine Canadian Jewish 
Book Awards
Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge St.

JUNE
Friday June 13: 6:30pm
Welcome New Members Event
Winchevsky Centre
Tuesday June 17: 7pm
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program Orientation 
Winchevsky Centre

AUGUST
Sunday August 3 
Naivelt Remembers Pete Seeger 
Camp Naivelt

CAMP NAIVELT
will have another 

rich summer of programming, 
including Sunday morning bagel brunches, 
Saturday evening concerts, cultural camps 

and special events. 
See page 4 in this issue!

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr

To inquire about cabins for the summer 
call (416) 789-5502 or

email naivelthousing@yahoo.com



United Jewish 
People’s Order
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NATIONAL NEWS    ujpo-canada report

By Lyn Center 
UJPO-Canada Secretary

Some interesting events have been held across all UJPO 
sections in the past few months.

Starting from the west, Vancouver’s annual fundraising 
supper for Outlook Magazine was held on March 23 at 
the Peretz Centre. It  featured Chief Rueben George, 
grandson of Chief Dan George, who spoke on 
“Indigenous Title and Rights and Harper’s Federal 
Policies”. Also appearing were the Re-Sisters, seven 
singers dedicated to a “womensong” folk revival.

On April 6, Winnipeg UJPO sponsored a forum entitled 
“Canada’s Doors Are Closing: The Impact of Changes 
in Immigration Policy and Procedures”. The panelists 
were Louise Simbandumwe, Dorota Blumczynska and 
Bashir Khan, members of Immigration Matters in Canada 
Coalition, a grassroots group of community members 
in Manitoba concerned about the rights, well-being and 
treatment of refugees, refugee claimants, migrant workers 
and immigrants in Canada.

The invitation stated, “The Canadian government’s 
attitude toward immigrants and refugees in the last 
number of years has shifted. Significant changes 
proposed to immigration policy will have a lasting 
and harmful impact on newcomers to Canada and on 
Canadian society in general. A group of concerned 
community members became alarmed that the rhetoric 
around immigrants and refugees was becoming extremely 
divisive and negative and that Canada was going 
‘backwards’ – these changes betraying the Canadian ideal 
of an open, welcoming society that is humanitarian and 
that both celebrates and benefits from diversity.”

Winnipeg UJPO also co-sponsored, with the Sholem 
Aleichem Community, a Warsaw Ghetto Memorial 
evening on April 28. Guest speaker Dr. Catherine 
Chatterley, a respected historian of anti-Semitism and 
the Holocaust, spoke about the Museum of the History 

of Polish Jews (in Warsaw). In keeping with this 
year’s commemorative theme, “Women of Courage,” 
Dr. Chatterley’s talk highlighted the role of women in 
the Ghetto Uprising in the creation and content of the 
museum itself.

 On March 30, Hamilton members and supporters 
gathered in the party room of a member’s condo to 
share a pot-luck lunch and view the Oscar-nominated 
documentary The Gatekeepers. This Israeli film gave an 
interesting and revealing look at Israel’s Shin Bet (Israel 
Security Agency), and sparked a lot of discussion on 
terrorist threats, the occupation, morality and the future 
of the state. 

As an affiliate of the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (CSJO), the National Board believes it is 
important for more UJPO members to take part in the 
annual CSJO conference. This year it will be held at the 
Ursuline College in Cleveland, Ohio, from Friday  
May 23 to Monday May 26. 

The theme this year is “Jews in the Arts: How Art 
Informs Our Social Conscience”. Workshop topics 
include Secular Expression of Jewish Culture, Team-
Building, Teaching Comparative Modern Jewry, How 
Judaism Connects to Star Wars and Star Trek, Fiddler 
on the Roof – A Cultural or Universal Musical?, Jews in 
Entertainment and Jews in Rock’n Roll. Also see page 6.

Young people are especially welcome. Weekend 
packages (including meals) range from $195 for teens 
to $390 (adults). National UJPO will subsidize any 
UJPO member who would like to attend for the first 
time – including travel and accommodation. For more 
information, you can view the CSJO website: http://www.
csjo.org/interact/events/. If you are interested in attending 
please contact me at lyncenter@hotmail.com.

Solidarity with the workers of the world!

Community members participated in  the 
May Day rally and various Mayworks events.



Shule Corner
 

f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspired progressive secular Jewish education!

Purim is a favourite holiday for many people and we 
had a great time celebrating it with the Winchevsky Shule 
students.  They presented a Purim Shpil relating the story 
of Purim with echoes of the story of the Wizard of Oz.  In 
this they were most ably helped by our wonderful emcee 
Sarah Sheps, who also led the Costume Parade and Purim 
sing-along.  Sarah spent the last year touring the USA as 
Blueberry Muffin in “Strawberry Short Cake Live” and has 
extensive experience hosting and performing for children 
with KOBA Family Entertainment in the US, Canada and 
Europe.  We are grateful to Sarah for lending such charm 
and animation to our celebration.  Of course at a Jewish 
get- together food is mandatory, so we ended with  pizza 
and homentashn – three-cornered food to remind us of 
Haman’s hat. See pictures on page 6.

On March 30, the B’nai Mitzvah class went to a special 
presentation at the Sarah & Chaim Neuberger Holocaust 
Education Centre and had the privilege of hearing 
Holocaust Survivor Esther Fairbloom speak about her 
experiences as a young child growing up in Tarnopol, 
Poland, during the Second World War. The guide for the 
morning pointed out that the young people today going to 
hear these speakers will be the last generation to be able to 
do so, as there are fewer and fewer survivors left each year.   
In the afternoon we went to the National Council of Jewish 
Women’s building on Bathurst Street to help pack Peysakh 
boxes for Jews who would otherwise not be able to afford 
the special foods.  The organizers told us that they are 

sending out 2500 boxes this year to people referred to them 
by various agencies.

On April 13 we held a Communal Seyder where we 
discussed the symbols of Passover and read the story and on 
April 19, in the evening, our very special Third Seyder took 
place. See pictures on page 7. On May 4, a tour of Kensington 
from the historical Jewish perception, a showcase of  our 
Working Family Stories and Treasures booklet and a picnic 
marked Shule closing day.  It is hard to believe that another 
Shule year is over.

On the weekend of May 24 – 26 several members 
associated with UJPO and the Morris Winchevsky School 
will  be attending the Conference of the Congress of Secular 
Jewish Organizations in Cleveland.  I have attended quite a 
few of these Conferences and they are always such a treat.  It 
is wonderful to get together with like-minded Jews from all 
over North America and enjoy the speeches, seminars, sing-
alongs and the final traditional talent show.

The B’nai Mitvah ceremony this year will take place 
on Saturday June 7 and we are looking forward to this 
event with great joy.   It has been my privilege and 
pleasure to be the B’nai Mitzvah teacher this year and 
I have enjoyed covering a wide range of Jewish-related 
topics with students who have engaged with intelligence, 
thoughtfulness and a lot of wit.  All our students are 
wonderful and we look forward to seeing everyone again 
next year.

www.mwstoronto.org

By Frances Handlarski 
Education Director

    to the
    2014 Shule graduates 

of the Morris Winchevsky School on their
B’nai Mitzvah ceremony on June 7! 

Nick Friedman-Smith

Josh Ghan

Yoshi Maclear Wall

Mazltov
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    To register for the Morris Winchevsky School’s 2014-2015 year 
please contact us at: 416-789-5502 or info@mwstoronto.org. 

Early registration is encouraged and an incentive for early registration by June 30th is offered.

  

  to Frances Handlarski (Education Director & B’nai Mitzvah teacher), our Educators  Rachel Cohen,  
  Elise Eisenkraft Klein, Ariel Sernick, Emily Wiener and our Assistant Sue Goldstein!

 

B a r / B at  Mi t z va h  P ro g ra m  O r ie n tat ion  f or  2 0 14 - 2 0 1 5

Mark your child’s coming of age milestone with the Morris Winchevsky School.
Tuesday June 17, 2014 at 7 pm - Winchevsky Centre, 585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Our progressive secular Bar/Bat Mitzvah program – for students in Grade 7 or 8 – is for 
families seeking a relevant and meaningful alternative to traditional Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
You are invited to this introduction and orientation session about our program, led by 

Frances Handlarski, Education Director and B’nai Mitzvah teacher. Feel free to spread the 
word if you know of families who may be interested in exploring our program.
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CAMP NAIVELT             

      OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY

Date
Sat June 30

Sun July 6

Sat July 5

Sat July 19

Sat July 26

Sun July 27 -
Sat August 2

Sun August 3

Sun August 10

Mon August 11 -  
Fri August 15

Program 

Earlybird Deadline  
for Music Camp Registration

First Aquafit 

Progressive Feast 

Max Wallace talk and film screening

Eli Howard and Band

Music Camp

Peace Tea and Concert with a focus on 
Pete Seeger, folk music and social justice

Bagel Brunch with Judy Rebick

Spanish Camp

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

After a winter that seemed to have gone on forever I’m 
sure we’re all looking forward to the summer. I know I am. 
As I am writing this note I still have not had a chance to visit 
Naivelt and assess the consequences of the ice storm but I 
do know that there is road access available through the park 
and up to the gates of the camp. (But I wouldn’t recommend 
trying to drive through the camp until further notice.)

The Camp Committee has been meeting throughout the 
year to prepare for the season and in particular Jacob Bakan 
and Ester Reiter have been working hard to prepare the 
programming for the season and I think we’re going to 
have a very enjoyable and engaging series of events. 

Many Naivelters got together during the winter for their 
ongoing book club meetings and also at the February Mid-
Winter Mingle. The February event was a heartwarming  (we all 
needed it ) gathering of eating, talking, swimming, playing and 
singing. Everyone seems to have really enjoyed themselves.

I hope everyone has a safe and warm next few months and I 
look forward to seeing everyone during the summer. L’Khaim!

Robert Bredin, Chair 2013-2014 Camp Committee 

Our Progressive Feast on Saturday July 5 will launch our 
summer program.  This annual event, also referred to as the 
roving feast, sees each Hill responsible for hosting either 
appetizers, main dishes, or desserts with campers moving from 
Hill to Hill (plates and cutlery in hand) to eat and mingle.  This 
is a great opportunity to welcome new community members and 
refresh friendships.

Naivelt’s annual Music Camp, led by Martin 
van de Ven and Faith Nolan, will run from 
Sunday July 27 to Saturday August 2.  In order 
to assist with planning we are encouraging 
early registration and are offering an early-bird 
discount for those that register before June 30.  
Beginners are welcome! 

Naivelt will again be offering a Spanish Camp, which will 
be led by Sean Gacich and run from Monday August 11 to 
Friday August 15. This will be free of charge for Naivelters.

We are also planning a weekend Art Camp with dates to be 
announced. 

Another exciting line up of Sunday morning 
Bagel Brunches is being planned. Highlights 
will include a talk by Judy Rebick on August 
10th, about the process of writing her personal 
memoirs; a presentation by Ronnee Jaeger about 
her work with Machsom Watch, a movement of 
Israeli women who are peace activists opposing 

the Israeli occupation and the denial of Palestinian rights; and a 
talk on the Roma in Canada. 

Saturday Evenings and other Events
On Saturday July 19, Max Wallace, the author of several books 
including Muhammad Ali’s Greatest Fight: Cassius Clay vs. The 
United States of America, will speak and introduce a screening 
of Stephen Frears’ 2013 film, Muhammad Ali’s Greatest Fight, 
which is based on Max’s book.   

On Saturday July 26, Naivelt’s own Eli Howard will bring his 
band to Camp and perform for a concert and contra dance. Eli 
will be joined by a group of top notch musicians and a contra 
dance caller.

Other activities being planned include weekly aquafit sessions; 
bagel making and jam making workshops; a “free-market,” 
allowing Naivelt residents to share goods with each other; and 
other concerts, talks and events to be announced. 

The registration form for Music Camp is enclosed with this issue of L’Khaim.

Some program DetailsSummer 2014

More details to come in Naivelt News... More details to come in Naivelt News... More details to come in Naivelt News...
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NEW MEMBERS  
WELCOME DINNER

Attention all new UJPO members! 
You are invited  to a community 

Friday night potluck dinner 
at the Winchevsky Centre. 

More information will be coming soon!

HOLD THE DATE:
Friday June 13 @ 6:30pm

Visit our table at this year’s 

ANNEX FESTIVAL 
ON BLOOR 

Sunday  June 8 
11am-6pm

Annual Peace Tea @ 3 pm
Guest Speaker:  George Auerbach

Sing-along led by Faith Nolan

Tribute Concert @ 7:30 pm
Emcee:  Sharon Hampson

Musical Artists to include:
• Faith Nolan 
• David Buchbinder & David Wall
• Danny Bakan 
• Camp Naivelt musicians 
... and more!  

HOOTENANNY  & CAMPFIRE
Late night sing-along around the campfire.
Bring your musical instruments & voices!

Naivelt Remembers 

PETE SEEGER
A Musical Tribute

Sunday August 3, 2014
Camp Naivelt – Lasowsky Centre

Watch for updates.



congress of secular jewish 
organizations (CSJO)
2014 Annual conference

Jews in the Arts: 
How Art Informs Our Social Conscience

Featuring keynote speakers:  
  Ed Klein (adult) from New York and Adam Beardsley (youth) from Wisconsin

May 23 – 26, 2014
Ursuline College – Cleveland Ohio , USA

For further information including registration fees check www.csjo.org 
call 866-874-8608 or email: congress@csjo.org 

Registrar for the conference is
Joan Kurtz (yoninajoan@yahoo.com, 603-356-9027).

Celebration

February 2014

Happy Pride!
June 20-29, 2014
www.worldpridetoronto.com

Visit our table at the Interfaith Fair on Saturday June 21 (3pm onwards), Metropolitan United Church (56 Queen Street E)!

March together under our banner at the Pride Parade on Sunday June 29! 
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Presenting the 

Helen & Stan Vine 

Canadian Jewish 
Book Awards

 

Tuesday May 27 @ 8pm

The Bram and Bluma Appel Salon at the 
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street

 

“The Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers” 

will receive an award in the Yiddish category!
UJPO members Sylvia Lustgarten & Sam Blatt 

were translators.
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Passover Celebrations

Community Seyder at our Shule - April  13, 2014

Singing “Di Fir Kashes/The Four Questions”. 

Board president Julia Barnett 
emceed the event.

Henry Lowi and his daughter Dana reading 
the Haggodeh with thoughts on activism. 

Just one of many tables filled with community 
members who enjoyed the evening in good company.    

Our  readers included this year’s  B’nai Mitzvah class. 
Third Seyder at Sala Caboto - April  19, 2014.

More than 200 people  enjoyed our peysakh celebration 
with good food, food for thought & wonderful music. 

Some of the 
younger attendees 
present proof that 
they found the 
afikoimen.

Education Director Frances Handlarski leads the ceremony 
for families of our Morris Winchevsky School. 



community news

Mazltov to...

Faith Nolan on the launch of her CD 
Jailhouse Blues.

The Handlarski Family on the birth of 
baby Ruby - child to Denise and Charles, 
grandchild to Frances and Josh.

WelcoMe NeW MeMbers...
Roy Cameron & Amelia

speedy recovery to...
Marylin Kanee
Gary Lubin
Marilyn Tate
Julia Barnett

Heartfelt coNdoleNces to...
Alice Bartels-Lorch and family 
on the passing of Alice’s father 
Lee Lorch.

Sandy Baum and Family on the 
passing of Sarah Baum Steiner.

Hyla Mendelow on the passing of her 
father Martin Mendelow.

Rochelle and Michael Biderman of 
the passing of Rochelle’s brother Alfred 
Brock.

The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School

•	 Camp Naivelt

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  
or on our website, please contact L’Khaim editor Juliane Edler.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

Lee Lorch (continued from page 1)
... older man, looking back on a rich life of activism and accomplishment.  

I was intrigued and in an effort to better understand Lee Lorch, I enjoyed a 
delightful afternoon with Chandler Davis, Lorch’s long-time colleague and 
friend.  Chandler’s reminiscences and thoughts gave a different and more 
dynamic dimension to what I had read and viewed about Lee.  Chandler 
remembered at a sectional meeting of the American Mathematical Society 
(AMS) many years ago (before the Civil Rights Act was enacted), the banquet 
was held at a venue that would not serve Blacks.  Lee brought politics to the 
table and with several Black delegates challenged the Society leadership to 
change its policies.  The banquet meeting was moved, and in spite of itself, the 
AMS made its first political stand. 

 Chandler recalled Lee’s approach to change as one that worked through 
making connections with colleagues and negotiating for equity.  I learned about 
a diverse community of mathematicians that grew into that descriptive over the 
decades with thanks to strong leadership from Lee Lorch.  He would develop 
small group consciousness and then bring like-minded people together, slowly 
and effectively influencing evolutionary thinking and creating change.  Chandler 
speaks of Lee’s own analysis of the impetus behind his actions as being based 
on pure stubbornness… he wouldn’t give up.  Lee was tenacious and yet had 
a gift for connecting with people.  He had a strong internal moral compass and 
never veered from his course.  He always demonstrated great patience and 
diplomacy bringing together various people who supported the protest and 
ultimately creating a stronger and unified voice.   Whether within his community 
of neighbours (Stuyvesant) or academic colleagues (American Mathematical 
Society) or friends from all corners of the globe, he fought against all forms of 
inequity.  

I never met him, but in the past few weeks I have immersed myself in the 
memories of others who knew Lee Lorch well, who studied with him, who filmed 
him and who shared his politics and passions.  I heard and read stories of courage, 
chutzpah, dogged determination and a lifelong commitment to social justice.  
Lorch wasn’t about the rhetoric or the grand gesture; he just seemed to move 
through life standing up for what he believed in with his focus on doing what was 
right.  In a 2010 interview, when asked what he might have done differently, his 
answer was “More and better of the same.”  That alone says a great deal about the 
kind of man he was.  Our community owes a vote of thanks to this man, for his 
talent, his energy, his commitment, his longevity and his integrity all combined to 
make Lee Lorch a true mentsch and a man to be remembered.

Kathryn and Jim 
Petersen on the birth of 
their grandchild Gavriel 
Alexander Trujillo.


