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ISRAELI ELECTIONS: OBSERVATIONS 

By Sam Blatt  

 The day following the Israeli elections, March 17, Israeli media was of course replete with articles 
analyzing, commenting, explaining, forecasting the new Knesset. Mostly there were attempts to 
explain away why the unbelievable discrepancy between the forecast that the Zionist Union party 
would lead in number of elected members, with Likud trailing by four or five seats,  and the final 
result, which was the reverse. So there were many excellent articles published on March 18, providing 
excellent background information and insights. Writing as I am for a two to three week deadline after 
the elections is a moving target, as the succeeding processes, e.g. negotiations by Netanyahu with his 
possible coalition partners, are fluid, and change from one day to the next. In this article I therefore 
attempt to assemble and synthesize what I consider interesting (and curious) information gleaned from 
both mainstream and alternative media, a few interviews and personal observations. 

 Do you remember Mike Harris running for Premier of Ontario, for the second time, in 1999? The 
“left” had gone all-out, putting everything into the pre-election campaign to unseat him. If you were in 
this camp, you would recall the utter despondency post-election of everybody who considered Mike 
Harris a danger to the hard won battles for social programs, and other progress for an equitable society. 
October 18 in Israel, the morning after the elections, elicited those memories. The results were a shock 
and a disappointment; the entire population had gone to sleep expecting a plurality of the Zionist 
Union party, led by Isaac Herzog/Tzipi Livni, and instead woke up to a plurality by Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s Likud party, the incumbent. 

 At the time of this writing, Netanyahu has not yet officially selected his coalition partners, and it 
will be interesting to see whether Herzog and/or Livni would bend their principles if tempted by 
Netanyahu to join his coalition, rather than be the opposition. They have both publicly avowed that 
they would never join in with Netanyahu.  

(Continued on page 10)  

For excellent left-wing commentary, I refer the reader to the following limited list of online and other 
publications: 

Ha’aretz, many excellent journalists and editorials. 
972mag.com website – an excellent resource for left-wing commentary and analysis. 
“Fortress Racism” Reuven Kaminer email distribution, March 20 2015 
“No Left to Mourn For” Reuven Kaminer email distribution April 3 2015 
(Reuven gave the opening/orientation address to two of the three UJPO tours to Israel/Palestine.) 
“Israel’s Right Wing Hegemony Continues”, Matan Kaminer (grandson of Reuven Kaminer) 
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/Israels-Right-wing-Hegemony-Continues-20150326-0019.html 

My thanks to Dr. Meir Margalit, for his input and providing a copy of his address to the Spanish 
government. Dr. Margalit addressed two of the UJPO Solidarity tours to Israel/Palestine. 

Before the elections: 
“On my watch, there will be no Palestinian state!” 

 
After the elections: 

“In theory, I am all in favour of it!” 
 

In real life, 
The occupation will continue. 

 
-Gush Shalom ad in Ha’aretz, March 27, 2015 
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 
FROM WINNIPEG 
By Henry Shorr 

Here is what UJPO Winnipeg has been up since our last report: 

• We co-sponsored events in early February where Jeff 
Halper spoke on the current crisis, including housing demolition, 
in Israel/Palestine. About $4000 was raised for the cause to 
prevent housing demolition. 

• UJPO Winnipeg took part at an International Women’s Day 
event, with about 200 people in attendance. There was a cultural 
presentation by women from different communities in 
Winnipeg.  We had a booth and distributed UJPO brochures and 
Outlook magazines.  
• We had a very good turnout of members attend a Rally 
Against Bill C-51. Our banner got a lot of attention.  

• The UJPO book club met on  April 12. Another meeting is 
scheduled later in May. We discussed The Comeback by John 
Ralston Saul, a book which deals with Indigenous issues. Our 
next meeting is on May 24. We will be discussing articles on the 
radicalization of Islamic youth in Europe. 

• Our Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration was held on April 
13th. The theme was “Women of Courage and Valour”, using 
Loa Henry’s compilation of biographies and songs as the basis 
for the evening. The North End Jewish Folk Choir performed. 
The commemoration was very moving. Readings, songs, and 
photos worked together very effectively. The event was very 
well attended. 

• The Choir has also performed at the Sholem Aleichem 
Community Pesach  Seder, the Simkin Centre and the Ukrainian 
Labour Temple. 

• We had a forum on Perspectives on the Crisis in Ukraine on 
May 7. Neither speaker was a nationalist, and both gave 
perspectives not available in the “mainstream” media. About 50 
people attended, including several members of the local 
Ukrainian community. 

• It appears that we will be able to display the Avrom 
Yanovsky exhibit at the Jewish Heritage Centre next fall. 

• Our annual barbeque is scheduled for June 18.  

FROM VANCOUVER 
By Carl Rosenberg 
As always, I have several events to report on in which 
Vancouver members of UJPO (and the secular Jewish 
community generally) are involved, especially – but not 
exclusively – at the Peretz Centre. 

 There are two cultural programs at the Peretz Centre I 
especially enjoy: the weekly Friday-morning Sholem Aleichem 
Speakers Series (SASS), which brings in excellent speakers, and 

the monthly Friday-night Fraytik Tsu Nakht (FTN), with a 
potluck dinner, readings, songs and speakers.  

 In recent months, I heard two excellent speakers at the 
SASS. One was my old prof Derek Carr, who spoke on 
“Architectural Marvels of Salamanca” – a travelogue, with 
slides, of one of Spain’s most attractive cities and home to one 
of Europe’s oldest universities. Derek was able, as always, to 
bring out Jewish themes – this time by pointing out villages with  
a significant Sephardic presence. 

 The other speaker was English professor and writer (and 
Peretz alumni) Paul Headrick, who spoke on “Paradise and 
Elsewhere: The Modern Fables of Kathy Page.” Page, a BC 
author, is already known for her realistic fiction, but has recently 
published a wonderful book of stories of the fantastic, Paradise 
and Elsewhere, along the lines of Borges, Kafka and Isaac 
Bashevis Singer. I’ve always loved this kind of writing, and 
appreciated Paul introducing me (and others) to a contemporary 
writer along the same lines. 

 At the FTN, a recent noteworthy speaker was Cynthia 
Ramsay, publisher since 1998 of Vancouver’s Jewish 
Independent community newspaper. She spoke on “The trials 
and joys of running a Jewish newspaper.” In spite of my political 
differences with the JI (which nevertheless commendably gives 
space to a wide spectrum of views), I could relate to many of the 
stories Cynthia recounted.  

 Another enjoyable presentation at the FTN was given by 
Outlook contributor and volunteer Christopher Levenson. He 
spoke on “Poetry and politics: can they be reconciled?”, on the 
potentials and pitfalls of protest poetry (pardon the alliteration), 
reading poems by – among others – Shelley, Yeats, and Auden. 
Chris is himself a distinguished poet. His most recent book of 
poetry, Night Vision, was shortlisted for the Governor General’s 
Award. 

 Perhaps the most important of recent events I attended was 
the Vancouver appearance at the Peretz Centre on Feb. 12 of Jeff 
Halper, co-founder and director of the Israeli Committee Against 
House Demolitions. He spoke on “Israel at a Crossroad: Where 
To From Here?” His Vancouver talk was part of a cross-country 
tour – UJPO was one of the national sponsors. Jeff put forth his 
view that the two-state solution is finished, largely as a result of 
ongoing Israeli settlement and occupation of the West Bank, and 
that Palestinian and Israeli activists must prepare for the only 
just alternative – a bi-national state for both nations in Israel and 
Palestine, hard as this may be to envision today. His view is 
provocative, but his detailed presentation made it much more 
plausible than it might sound to many people at first. Whether or 
not one agrees with Jeff, he is one of the most dedicated of 
Israeli anti-occupation activists, and he and his Israeli and 
Palestinian colleagues deserve a wider audience over here.   

 Last but not least – Toronto UJPOniks Barbara and Solly 
Blaser were recently in Vancouver, and got together for lunch 
with me and Outlook Managing Editor Sylvia Friedman and 
Martha and Marty Roth of the Vancouver Outlook Collective. 
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We had a very pleasant, relaxing visit, and got caught up on both 
UJPO and Outlook affairs.   

FROM HAMILTON 
By Lyn Center 

On March 29 a “schmooze and nosh” was held at the home of 
Cathy McPherson and Paul Weinberg. The pot-luck brunch 
featured David Cohen, group member and journalist who often 
writes for Outlook. He chose to speak about Viktor Klemperer 
(1881-1960), a little-known Jewish academic whose diaries of 
life during the Second World War were published in German in 
1995, and in English in 1998. Klemperer survived the Holocaust 
mainly because he was married to an “Aryan” woman; they were 
housed in a “Jews’ House” and she was able to hide the pages of 
his diaries in different places in the city of Dresden. They 
survived the bombing of the city and continued to live in East 
Germany after the war, where he returned to university teaching. 
David’s presentation was fascinating and our discussion lively.  

 At our next potluck Paul Weinberg will talk about musician 
Leonard Cohen – location and date to be determined.  

FROM TORONTO 
By Julia Barnett 

Another busy season for the UJPO and Winchevsky 
communities winds up. Most recently, our annual Third Seyder – 
which took place on April 12 and attracted more than 200 people 
– continues to be the highlight of our programming season.  

 Leading our Seyder this year were members of our Morris 
Winchevsky School staff, Frances Handlarski, Sandra Ruch and 
Sarena Sairan along with UJPO-Canada President David 
Abramowitz – all wonderful readers! Contributors to our call out 
to share dreams of a new world also participated.  

 We are pleased to share the following submission by 
Amanuel Melles, President of the Board of Directors of the 
Eritrean Canadian Community of Toronto. Amanuel was invited 
to join us at the seyder because several UJPO Toronto members 
have been establishing links with the Eritrean community. This 
is important because of the increased oppression and abuse 
Eritreans are experiencing in Israel now. 
I’m dreaming of 
a Palestinian and a Jew 
walking side by side 
of a Sinhala and a Tamil 
playing together 
an Ethiopian and an Eritrean 
planting together. 
I’m dreaming of 
the day that men 
recognize that there 
is nothing manly 
about torture, rape 
slavery and human trafficking. 

I feel the joy when we will 
communicate 
in the universal language of 
humankind 
Peace Shalom  Selam Pace Pax 
Paco 
Across the horizon I saw 
peace...and... 
peace begat dignity 
dignity begat belonging 
belonging begat empathy...and... 
empathy saved humanity! 
 

 Outstanding musical artists David Wall and Marilyn Lerner 
continue to raise the roof with their fantastic renditions of 
traditional Passover songs and some new selections including 
Solidarity Forever, in honour of the song’s 100th anniversary, 
and If You Miss Me at the Back of the Bus, as we acknowledged 
that “Black Lives Matter.” We continue to make relevant links to 
contemporary issues – at the Third Seyder and in all of our 
programming. 

 Our many Boards and Committees – all volunteer-driven – 
continue to convene and ensure that the running of our 
organization carries on in an effective way – whether it concerns 
programming, social justice issues, board strategic planning, the 
Shule or Camp Naivelt.  

 Highlights of this commitment include but are not limited to 
the following: 

 UJPO Toronto and UJPO National co-sponsored and 
endorsed Jeff Halper, who spoke in Toronto on January 21-22. 
He is an American-born anthropologist, author, lecturer, and 
political activist who has been living in Israel since 1973. He is 
co-founder and Director of the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions. His talk gave a brilliant analysis and well-
researched emphasis on how Israel is not only the largest 
military purveyor in the world, one of the largest arms traders 
and developers in the world, but also how it uses this technology 
to justify and implement land expropriation and destruction of 
Palestinian infrastructure in the name of the Israeli state. 

 UJPO Toronto endorsed, gave a contribution, and made a 
commitment to the 10th Annual Strawberry Ceremony held on 
February 14th that allowed us to show our support for 
Indigenous struggles and our opposition to the growing numbers 
of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women and Girls 
(MMIW). There has been unprecedented media and public 
attention on the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. 
However, the violence continues and Indigenous women are still 
going missing, facing violence, and being murdered. We will 
continue to show our solidarity. 

 And on February 28, 2015 we co-sponsored, with 
Independent Jewish Voices, a talk given by David Sheen, a 
reporter and content editor at Haaretz.com. Originally from 
Toronto, Canada, Sheen has blogged online since he first moved 
to Israel in 1999. He has authored award-winning blogs on 
ecological sustainability, social justice and extensive research on 
current racism in Israel and the growing far right in Israel and 
Germany, and made incredible links to what is unfolding in 
Israel both amongst migrant workers and immigrants and right 
wing attacks.  

 UJPO Toronto has made a commitment to educating, 
organizing, exposing and making the links about the Jewish 
National Fund (JNF) and its establishment for the purpose of 
acquiring land in Palestine explicitly for Jewish people only. The 
JNF plants trees and builds parks over Palestinian villages 
destroyed, looted and demolished during the colonization and 
creation of the state of Israel in Palestine. By doing this the JNF 
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works to hide the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians and ensures 
that Palestinians cannot return to their villages. This is being 
done by greenwashing – using environmentalism as a cover for 
its activities. As a charity, the JNF collects international 
donations to build public support for its continued role in 
developing Jewish-only colonies/settlements in East Jerusalem, 
the Negev, and through its subsidiary, the Himnuta, in the West 
Bank, which involves confiscating Palestinian land and 
uprooting olive trees, sometimes centuries-old. A delegation of 
individuals and representatives from various organizations are 
going there this spring and will report back to UJPO and others 
as an ongoing dialogue and forum to take action on the JNF and 
its charitable status. 

 Finally, UJPO members were present at the annual 
International Women’s Day rally and fair and we marked IWD 
with a concert featuring songs of hope, freedom and social 
conscience with guests Gathering Time. 

 And after a busy season in town, many of us are looking 
forward to a fun-filled summer at Camp Naivelt. 

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 
Muriel Duckworth (1908-2009) –  
Peace Activist 
By Maxine Hermolin 

One of the privileges afforded to me in my work life, from the 
mid ’70s to the late ’80s, was the opportunity to work within the 
National Action Committee on the Status of Women (NAC). 

 NAC emerged from the “Strategies for Change” conference 
in 1972 in Toronto – a turning point in feminist politics in 
Canada. Among the conference organizers was Muriel 
Duckworth along with such notable feminists as Kay 
Macpherson, Thérèse Casgrain, Elsie Gregory MacGill and 
Madeleine Parent. Chaired by Laura Sabia, 700 women from 
across Canada attended.  

 NAC, a national feminist umbrella organization, linked 
hundreds of organizations across Canada working with women 
and engaged in advocacy, lobbying and policy research to 
influence public policy to represent women’s concerns.  

 Working with extraordinary women from across Canada to 
effect changes to improve the rights and status of women in such 
areas as child care, violence against women, poverty, health, 
native issues, employment equity and peace, and working 
directly with such notable and prominent women in Canadian 
life such as the Presidents of NAC was an outstanding part of 
my worklife. And that’s how I came to know Muriel Duckworth. 

 Muriel – a stalwart in working for peace and justice over her 
lifetime – was involved in NAC’s formation and its peace 
initiatives. 

 Kay Macpherson, one of my all-time mentors and heroines 
at NAC, considered Muriel her best friend and said about Muriel 

“Besides 
being 
kind, non-
violent 
and a 
perfect 
grand-
mother, 
she is also 
a 
dangerous 
subversive 
with 
world-
shaking 
ideas and 
ideals.”  

 Another of Muriel’s and Kay’s shared passions was Voice 
of Women for Peace (VOW). Kay was also President of VOW 
(1963-67) and was succeeded by Muriel, who became VOW’s 
4th President (1967-71). VOW – one of the founding groups of 
NAC – was founded in 1960, and according to Duckworth, 
began as a women’s group rather than a feminist group. Survival 
of the planet was at stake in the nuclear arms race. Women not 
only raised their voices, they organized campaigns to stop 
nuclear testing.  

 And there’s more ...the Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (CRIAW), which is committed to 
community-based research and scholarship, was established in 
1976, with Muriel as one of its founding members. 

 Muriel worked as a tireless crusader and advocate for social 
justice and change through her involvement with numerous 
organizations supporting peace initiatives, social reform and 
educational development. 

 In Canada, the peace movement has always been part of the 
women’s movement and vice versa. Women like Muriel 
struggled for peace and steadfastly brought her message to new 
generations. One of the most prominent members of Canada’s 
peace movement and someone who never swayed from her 
belief that “war is stupid”,  she never stopped working for 
change. She believed that peace was not just the absence of 
fighting but also the absence of fear and that it required the 
presence of justice. 

 “The more decision-making is made around our dining 
room tables or in our kitchens or in our town councils, the better 
it is. It’s the people with no extraordinary power who will 
reconstitute the world, if it is going to be saved.” 

 Muriel was the recipient of numerous honours including the 
1981 Governor General’s Award in Commemoration of the 
Persons Case and the Order of Canada in 1983. In 1991, she 
received the Pearson Medal of Peace. She was also granted 10 
honorary degrees. Duckworth was awarded a posthumous Order 
of Nova Scotia on September 2, 2009. 
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 In 1981, the Muriel Duckworth Award was established by 
CRIAW, to be presented annually to a woman making a 
significant contribution to the advancement of women within 
Canada. 

 Today’s generation owes a great deal to the Muriel 
Duckworths of the world!  

Mark Golden honoured in Winnipeg 
By Henry Shorr 

The University of Winnipeg announced that Dr. Mark Golden 
will be conferred the prestigious title of Professor Emeritus for 
outstanding distinction in research, scholarship, professional 
service and teaching. He has been described as “Canada’s 
foremost Classics scholar” by The Globe and Mail. Golden is 
considered to be an unrivalled contemporary expert in the field 
of social history of Ancient Greece, and in many ways has 
shaped the direction of the discipline. He is described as 
generous, and as a favoured professor he is known for 
stimulating the interests and refining the academic skills of his 
students. 

 Mark is a long time member of UJPO Winnipeg,  a member 
of our executive, and an associate editor for Outlook.  

Letter recently sent to David Abramowitz, 
President, UJPO Canada 
Winnipeg Manitoba 
March 2, 2015 

Dear David, 

 We received the most recent issue of UJPO News (January 
2015) and are writing to express our appreciation for it. We 
enjoy reading about the activities of the various UJPO groups 
throughout Canada. 

 But we want to especially thank you (and/or your Board) for 
two most recent articles – the one on Sid Dolgay, late of The 
Travellers. We were shocked by his tiny obituary in the Globe 
and Mail (perhaps there was a fuller one; we only get the Globe 
on Friday and Saturday). We recall the documentary on the 
group, but have not checked our own collection to see if we 
videotaped it. No matter. But thank you for your coverage of 
him. 

 Thank you also for reprinting the article on NATO and the 
new Cold War from the Ottawa Citizen of September 9th/14. 
Unfortunately here in Winnipeg we have the Winnipeg Free 
Press and it would never dare to print anything like this. So 
thank you very much. It is an incredible article.  

 By way of showing our appreciation, we are enclosing a 
donation of $50 – maybe it can help pay for the stamps. 

 Thanks again, 

 Lily & Brent Stearns   

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl Tov 

• To Ronnee Jaeger on her 75th birthday May 15. 

• To Lyn Center on the birth of her granddaughter, Miriam 
(February 19), and to the proud parents Anna and Kyle Aebker. 

Welcome Back 

• To Henry Lowi who spent two and a half weeks in Israel-
occupied Palestine, where he participated (with 5000 others) in 
the Israeli-Palestinian Alternative Memorial Day Ceremony and 
in the March of Return in Galilee. 

YIDDISH  
KULTURFEST 
KulturfestNYC is New York’s first-ever international festival of 
Jewish performing arts, celebrating the global impact of Jewish 
culture (similar to our Ashkenaz Festival but larger). Presented 
by (among others) the National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene at 
the Museum of Jewish Heritage (now celebrating its centennial 
season), the week-long festivities will commence June 14th 
through June 21st. 

 The days and nights will be jam-packed with incredible 
theatre, music, dance, film, cuisine, street performances, family 
programs, panels, and lectures to inspire and entertain you. With 
more than 70 partners/sponsors, and more than 30 countries 
represented, plus an eclectic plethora of event venues throughout 
NYC this promises to be the birth of one of the world’s major 
Yiddish festivals. 

 To learn more about this history-making project visit its 
phenomenal website - 

http://kulturfestnyc.org/events-grid/?event-category=all-events. 

The Kishka Monologues at KulturfestNYC 
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POETRY & SONG 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
By David Abramowitz 

If there is one song that expresses the courage of the Jewish 
partisans during World War II, it is Hirsh Glik’s Zog Nit 
Keynmol which was inspired by the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
(WGU) and adopted as the partisans’ official anthem. 

 In each of our sections our members participate in 
commemorations of the 1943 WGU. To mark its 72nd 
anniversary and also the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz by the Soviet Army, we present a transliteration of 
the Yiddish lyrics and a contemporary translation which we feel 
is more faithful to the Yiddish than any other translation.  

 

CANADA 
Canada must stop attempts to silence 
legitimate protest 

Canadian Labour Congress website, 13 April 2015 

Canada’s central labour body is calling on the government to 
stop trying to shut down legitimate and nonviolent criticism of 
human rights abuses by Israel. 

 Hirsh Glik, born in Lithuania in 1922, 
went to a Hebrew public school in Vilna. He 
began composing poems at 13 first in 
Hebrew then Yiddish, and was recognized as 
one of the most promising poets of pre-war 
Vilna. In 1939, when the Soviets took over 
Lithuania, the left-leaning Glik integrated 
fairly well into the Soviet world, being 
frequently published in the Jewish-Soviet 

press. He ultimately was an inmate of the Vilna Ghetto where he 
wrote the lyrics to Zog Nit Keynmol to a Soviet melody 
composed by Dmitri Pokrass. In July 1944, just before the Nazis 
destroyed the Estonian camp where he’d been sent (the Red 
Army was rapidly approaching), Glik and 40 others escaped to 
the forests joining a partisans’ group. All were killed fighting 
Nazi forces (August 1944).  

 

 

 We are very disturbed to see our government attempting to 
criminalize legitimate and nonviolent dissent. 

  Tactics such as boycotts, divestment and sanctions, for 
example, can be effective for raising awareness about and 
discouraging human rights abuses by governments, and must not 
be characterized as criminal or as inciting hatred towards a 
people. 

  In January this year the Canadian government signed a 
memorandum of understanding with Israel claiming that “the 

  ZOG NIT KEYN MOL                NEVER SAY 

 Lyrics – Hirsh Glik:  Translation – David Abramowitz                                       זָאג ניט קײנמָאל   
Zog nit keyn mol az du geyst dem letstn veg,                Never say this road’s the final one for you, 
Khotsh himlen blayene farshteln bloye teg.                   Though leaden clouds may be concealing skies of blue, 
Kumen vet nokh undzer oysgebenkte sho -    }             Because the hour for which we’ve hungered is now near,} 
S’vet a poyk ton undzer trot - mir zaynen do!  } x2        Beneath our tread the earth shall tremble – we are here! } x2 
 
Fun grinem palmenland biz vaysn land fun shney,        From land of palm trees to the distant land of snow, 
Mir zaynen do mit undzer payn, mit undzer vey,            We are here with all our torment, all our woe, 
Un vu gefaln s’iz a shprits fun undzer blut,     }              And everywhere we know our blood was shed in pain,      } 
Shprotsn vet dort undzer gvure, undzer mut.  } x2        Our strength and courage there will blossom forth again. } x2 
 
S’vet di morgnzun bagildn undz dem haynt,                 It’s the morning sun that sets our day aglow, 
Un der nekhtn vet farshvindn mitn faynd,                      All our dark yesterdays will vanish with the foe, 
Nor oyb farzamen vet di zun in dem kayor - }               And should delay affect the rising sun at dawn - } 
Vi a parol zol geyn dos lid fun dor tsu dor.    }x2           Our song’s a motto generations must pass on.   } x2                                                                  
Dos lid geshribn iz mit blut un nit mit blay,                    With blood, not lead we wrote this very song we sing, 
S’iz nit keyn lidl fun a foygl af der fray,                          It’s not the caroling of birds upon the wing, 
Nor s’hot a folk tsvishn falndike vent           }                 But ‘twas our people batt’ling midst hell’s crashing walls } 
Dos lid gezungen mit naganes in di hent!   } x2            With guns in hand sang out our song to one and all.       }x2 
 
To zog nit keyn mol az du geyst dem letstn veg,           So never say this road’s the final one for you, 
Khotsh himlen blayene farshteln bloye teg,                   Though leaden clouds may be concealing skies of blue, 
Kumen vet nokh undzer oysgebenkte sho -   }              Because the hour for which we’ve hungered is now near, } 
S’vet a poyk ton undzer trot - mir zaynen do! } x2         Beneath our tread the earth shall tremble – we are here! } x2 

Hirsh Glik 
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selective targeting of Israel is the new face of anti-Semitism” 
and saying Canada will oppose those who support the boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement.  

  Public Safety Minister Steven Blaney then announced at the 
UN General Assembly that the Canadian government would 
exercise “zero tolerance” toward “all forms of discrimination 
including rhetoric towards Israel, and attempts to delegitimize 
Israel such as the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement.”  

 Many Canadians remember the very important role boycotts 
and sanctions played in toppling apartheid in South Africa and 
military dictatorships like Suharto’s Indonesia, or ending racial 
segregation in the United States. 

 The CLC believes that perhaps our government should 
spend more time listening to why so many Canadians feel so 
passionately about this issue, instead of trying to shut them 
down.  

 Also endorsed by: UNIFOR, PSAC, CUPE, CUPW  

What does Alberta’s election have to do 
with socialism? 
By Rick Salutin, Columnist, Published on May 07 2015  

What would the great Toronto socialist Abe Rotstein, who died 
last week, have thought of Rachel Notley’s Alberta NDP? 

 So what should we make of the NDP victory in Alberta? 
What does it mark politically and does it proclaim anything new 
about social democracy or democratic socialism? And what 
would Abe Rotstein – U of T economics prof emeritus who died 
last week at 86 – make of it? 

 Abe was the last person I knew who smoked cigarettes 
through a holder elegantly held between his fingers. He was an 
elegant guy who loved elegant turns of phrase (Every dogma has 
its day. . . Buddy can you spare a paradigm? . . .). He sometimes 
seemed like a time traveller from 19th-century Europe, burdened 
with Hegelian dilemmas like the cunning of history, or from fin-
de-siècle Vienna. He held out-of-fashion ideas like democratic 
socialism and economic nationalism, and proved how 
compelling the unfashionable can still be. 

 He grew up during the Great Depression wondering, like 
many, if these debacles could be prevented in the future. He 
went to Chicago to study economics, where a cold faith in free-
market forces held sway, which has since triumphed nearly 
everywhere. He fled, he said, to Columbia where by accident he 
encountered Karl Polanyi, who’d fled Europe. 

 Polanyi is an economic thinker destined to be rediscovered 
in each generation. His book, The Great Transformation, written 
during the Second World War, has the potential to transform any 
reader. He said that in the calamitous, chaotic heyday of 19th-
century capitalism, “society . . . in some intuitive way” found the 
will to rein it in through public policies, and salvage human 
dignity. He was a socialist with special emphasis on “society.” 
He didn’t say progress was inevitable, as Marxists did. Abe 
became his student, then collaborator. 

 Their work together took a cosmic, philosophical, even 
metaphysical (Abe’s term) turn. Polanyi used the word “soul” 
unashamedly. The human soul needed saving, though in a 
secular, unreligious sense. The joint human action he had 
praised, embodied in public policies, could also have dire 
results: surveillance, repression, genocide. So an active role for 
government was unavoidable but fraught with risk. Nothing was 
guaranteed, yet inaction was inconceivable. The suffering and 
need were too great. This is an adult view of collective action. 
The book was unfinished when Polanyi died, and closer when 
Abe died, but not done. 

 So what would he have made of Alberta’s election? Rachel 
Notley’s victory speech was largely what outgoing Conservative 
Jim Prentice might’ve said. There are clear differences between 
them, like a hike in the minimum wage and vaguer ones that 
mean life may get a little less mingy for many, if you want to 
call stuff like that “socialist.” But in fact, Abe was an iffy kind 
of thinker. 

 He was a founder of the left Canadian economic nationalism 
that crested in the 1960s-70s. Yet even when it got washed away 
by the tides of free trade and globalization in the 1990s, he was 
thoughtful rather than despairing. If resistance to this renewed 
barbaric capitalism must be collective, he said, and if collectivity 
is embodied in nations and nationalism, and if nations must 
express their aspirations through governments . . . The end was 
never particular policies or nationalism, it was always actual 
people and their needs. It was humanism, really. So if Alberta’s 
election provides some impetus for people to act together 
politically to create a nobler future, then maybe it’s somehow 
socialist, too. 

 You don’t measure progress against abstract standards like 
GDP or public ownership. You assess in terms of the ability to 
work collectively toward mutual social goals, formulating them 
together as you go. 

 And it’s all uncertain. We may prevail, though we probably 
won’t; but we have to try. We’re doomed to hope despite 
experience. He quoted Polanyi, who wrote an essay on Hamlet, 
ending: “Life is a missed opportunity.” Abe made his own brave 
forays onto the terrain of missed opportunities in his final years. 
When he was honoured by the Karl Polanyi institute in Montreal 
last year, he said, quoting Frank Scott, that he felt like he was at 
a pre-mortem. He was in good health then. The cigarettes didn’t 
get him, by the way. He abandoned them much earlier. He was 
smart and vital till the end, then he died, as everyone and 
everything – including our most finely sculpted ideas – 
eventually will.  
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/05/07/what-does-
albertas-election-have-to-do-with-socialism-salutin.html 
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USA 
Anti-Semitism is real. But this isn’t Anti-
Semitism. 
By David Abramowitz and Rabbi Alissa Wise 
Ever since I became aware of it, I have supported several 
initiatives of the U.S. Jewish Voice for Peace organization 
(JVP), and I have supported many of its petitions. It is a diverse 
and democratic community of activists inspired by Jewish 
tradition to work together for peace, social justice, and human 
rights. It supports the aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians for 
security and self-determination.  

 “JVP opposes anti-Jewish, anti-Muslim, and anti-Arab 
bigotry and oppression. JVP seeks an end to the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem; 
security and self-determination for Israelis and Palestinians; a 
just solution for Palestinian refugees based on principles 
established in international law; an end to violence against 
civilians; and peace and justice for all peoples of the Middle 
East.” [http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/content/jvp-mission-statement] 

 Its most recent communication, below, should ring a bell for 
progressive Canadian Jews (see CLC statement on page 6); it 
isn’t difficult to see where the model from which the inspiration 
for our recently-passed odious Bill C-51 originated.  

 Should you also wish to sign this petition, it and the email 
link to it appear below (they accept Canadian signatories and 
you can choose to remain anonymous).  

Dear David-          May 13, 2015 

 Anti-Semitism is real – that’s not up for debate. Wherever 
anti-Semitism exists, we need to stamp it out. 

 But criticizing Israel isn’t anti-Semitic.  

 Unfortunately, the State Department doesn’t see it that way. 
Their definition of anti-Semitism includes “demonizing,” 
“delegitimizing,” or creating a “double-standard” for Israel. 
These definitions are intentionally vague, and are already being 
used by colleges and others to silence those of us –  Jews and 
non-Jews – who speak out against Israel’s human rights abuses. 

 Hundreds of academics from across the U.S. have written an 
open letter to the State Department because they are deeply 
worried about the effect of this definition on academic freedom. 

 Add your name. Tell the Secretary of State John Kerry to 
change the State Department’s definition of anti-Semitism. 

 Here’s the thing, David. Labeling legitimate criticism of 
Israeli aggression as anti-Semitism does not just stifle debate. It 
trivializes the real struggles of those who are being persecuted 
because of who they are. 

 This isn’t an abstract issue. This State Department definition 
is having real ramifications, across the U.S. and around the 
world.  

 Speaking out against the occupation of Palestine is not anti-
Semitic. Tell the State Department to revise their definition of 
anti-Semitism. 

 All too often, JVP chapters and members are slandered for 
organizing boycotts of companies profiting from injustice in 
Israel. All too often, Palestinian students on campus are 
punished for sharing their stories of oppression and occupation. 

 We need to end all forms of hate and prejudice, wherever 
they exist. But we won’t do that by muzzling activists. Join me 
in demanding the State Department revise their definition of 
anti-Semitism. 

Onward, 
Rabbi Alissa Wise   

P.S. Criticism of Israel isn’t hatred. Tell Secretary John Kerry to 
direct the State Department to revise their definition of anti-
Semitism.  

JVP Petition wording [Should you wish to sign the JVP petition 
below it can be found at 
http://org.salsalabs.com/o/301/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_K
EY=17832&track=ASbutton ] 

Dear Secretary John Kerry-  
As Jews and non-Jewish allies, we stand with the hundreds of 
academics across the U.S. calling on you to change the State 
Department’s definition of anti-Semitism. Hatred needs to be 
stamped out, but we won’t achieve that by demonizing those who 
raise their voices to oppose Israel’s human rights abuses.  

MIDDLE EAST 

“Baltimore Is Here”: Ethiopian Israelis 
protest police brutality in Jerusalem 
By Ben Norton on May 1, 2015  

Ethiopian Israelis took to the streets of Jerusalem on the evening 
of April 30 to protest police brutality and systemic racism. 
Haaretz reports that approximately 1,000 protesters gathered, 
principally from the Ethiopian Jewish community. 

 The citizens condemned racism and police brutality toward 
the Ethiopian Jewish community, calling for the end of impunity 
for cops who harass them. 

 A video released of a white Israeli police officer attacking a 
black Israeli soldier in Tel Aviv on April 26 angered many in the 
Ethiopian Israeli community, which is disproportionately 
targeted by Israeli police. The video shows officers pushing 
Demas Fekadeh, an Ethiopian Israeli soldier, to the ground and 
beating him. 

 Zionist Union Member of Knesset Shelly Yachimovich 
remarked in a Facebook post “It wouldn’t be far-fetched to 
expect that if [Demas Fekadeh], the soldier who was hit, was a 
light-skin soldier, preferably with an Ashkenazi appearance, he 
would not have sustained harsh blows without consideration 
from police.” 
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 This is by no means an isolated incident. In March 2014, an 
Ethiopian Israeli by the name of Yosef Salamseh was in a public 
park with his friends when police approached him. They accused 
him of breaking into a house, a claim he adamantly denied. The 
cops then attacked him with a Taser gun, kicked him, 
handcuffed him, shackled his legs, threw him in a police car, and 
detained him in a nearby police station. His family later found 
him unconscious and tied-up. A few months later, he died. 
Police claimed it was a suicide. 

 In the wake of the incident, Salamseh came to be known by 
many as “Israel’s Michael Brown,” referring to an 18-year-old 
black American man who was walking down the street with a 
friend in Ferguson, Missouri when white police officer Darren 
Wilson shot him nine times, three times in the head. 

 Numerous journalists reported that the Ethiopian Jewish 
protesters in Jerusalem were chanting “Baltimore is here!”, 
connecting their struggle against racist brutality in Israel to the 
struggle of black Americans against racist brutality in the US. 

 Civil unrest emerged in Baltimore on April 25, in response 
to the police killing of Freddie Gray, an innocent, unarmed black 
man who was arrested for looking at a police officer in the face 
and then running away. While in police custody, Gray’s voice 
box was crushed and his spine was 80% severed. Baltimore 
police later accused him of injuring himself, although video 
footage was released of cops pummeling Gray. In the video, 
Gray can be heard asking for his inhaler, as he had trouble 
breathing, and appears to be incapable of walking, because of 
the brutal beating he suffered. (Police also harassed and later 
arrested the man who captured the attack on camera.) A medical 
expert revealed that it is virtually impossible that Gray injured 
himself. 

 Black Israelis have tied their own struggle to that of the 
Black Lives Matter movement in the US – a civil and human 
rights movement that emerged in response to the constant police 
murders of unarmed, innocent black Americans at the hands of 
white police – not just by drawing connections between 
Baltimore and Jerusalem, but furthermore by launching an 
Israeli offshoot of the “Hands Up, Don’t Shoot” campaign. 

 Thousands of Ethiopian Jews reportedly also gathered 
outside of Prime Minister Netanyahu’s house, in protest of racist 
police violence. 

 Israeli police sprayed protesters with “skunk water” to break 
up the protests. Israeli forces do the same to peaceful Palestinian 
protesters in the occupied West Bank. There are also numerous 
recorded instances of occupation forces spraying skunk water 
into Palestinian homes. 

 According to police, some Ethiopian Israeli protesters in the 
largely peaceful demonstrations were also throwing stones – a 
protest tactic in which Palestinians living under military 
occupation in the occupied territories also engage. 

 The intense racism people of African descent face in Israel 
is well-documented. Many journalists have written of “Israel’s 
Disgustingly Racist Behavior Towards Ethiopian Jews.” The 

self-proclaimed Jewish state has forcibly sterilized Ethiopian 
Jews, refused to take blood donations from Ethiopian Members 
of Knesset (referring to it as “the special kind of Jewish-
Ethiopian blood” they avoid), and even refused to wed Ethiopian 
Jews, expressing doubts that they are “truly” Jewish. 

 Two thirds of Ethiopian Jewish children in Israel live in 
poverty. Many Ethiopian Jews are forced to live either in ghettos 
or illegal settlements. These gaping disparities and this structural 
racism have led to critics calling Israel an Ashkenazi-
supremacist state and Zionism a white-supremacist movement, 
one that is itself anti-Semitic in its oppression of non-Ashkenazi 
Jews. Scholar Hanan Chehata describes Israel as the “promised 
land for Jews… as long as they’re not black.” 

 Jews of African descent are not the only ones to suffer from 
the Ashkenazi supremacy of Zionism. Since its earliest days, 
Mizrahi Jews (those of Middle Eastern descent) have faced 
systematic discrimination in Israeli society. In the 1950s, Israel 
forced Mizrahi Jews to live in poverty in tents in shantytown-
like transit camps while Ashkenazim were given hotels. 

 In the decades since, Mizrahim have continued to endure 
systemic racism. This intense oppression led to the creation of 
the Israeli Black Panthers, in parallel to the revolutionary 
socialist Black Panther Party in the US. Former Israeli Black 
Panthers still protest Israeli racism against Mizrahi Jews today.  

See more at:  http://mondoweiss.net/2015/05/ethiopian-brutality-
jerusalem 

Israelis mark Victory Day 
By Sam Blatt 
Russian-Soviet liberation of Europe from Nazi Germany is 
celebrated world-wide on May 9th. On that date in Israel there 
are ceremonies in many cities, with Soviet veterans as the 
honoured attendees, in uniform and bedecked with medals. The 
Communist parties hold a yearly ceremony at a wooded area 
near Jerusalem, renamed for the occasion “Yaar Adom” – Red 
Forest. (See also UJPO News Summer 2013). Busloads of 
people arrive from all over Israel to acknowledge and remember 
the major role and sacrifices of the Soviet army. In this photo, 
the speaker at the podium is Ayman Odeh, leader of the Arab 
List, and member of Hadash, the Jewish-Arab Communist party.  
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IsraelI Elections: Observations 
Continued from page 1: 

First, what is the makeup of the newly elected Knesset? The 
following is a listing by party as of March 27. (ICAHD website: 
http://www.icahd.org/node/571) 

 Likud 30 (Benjamin Netanyahu); Zionist Union 24 (Isaac 
Herzog/Tzipi Livni); Joint List 13 (Ayman Odeh); Yesh Atid 11 
(Yair Lapid); Kulanu 10 (Moshe Kahlon); HaBayit HaYehudi 8 
(Naftali Bennet) ; Shas 7 (Aryeh Deri); Yisrael Beiteinu 6 
(Avigdor Lieberman); United Torah Judaism 6 (Yaakov 
Litzman); Meretz 5 (Zahava Gal-On). 

 What happened to turn the expected result around the night 
of March 17, when Likud was trailing United Zionist by five 
seats? Pollsters, journalists and other experts have been writing 
about their miscalculation since the morning of March 18,  most 
of them essentially confessing to not reading the street, not 
anticipating what are the deeply entrenched priorities of the 
population. Essentially, it seemed to boil down to the following: 

• Netanyahu maintained a non-stop discourse of security, 
scare, and fear. His cocktail of Holocaust, pogroms, Iran, 
Hezbollah, ISIS, and Charlie Hebdo put him in the forefront as 
the protector and sole saviour of Jews, Israel, even America. 

• Herzog relied on the economy, housing, food prices as the 
essential issues. When Netanyahu realized he was trailing, he 
went on a blitz of interviews and appearances, with the view that 
“any attention is better than no attention”. Herzog was quiet, 
both literally and figuratively. He could not match Netanyahu’s 
“Only Likud can save you from…” 

• On the eve of March 17, Netanyahu appealed to his 
constituency, some percentage of which had been forecast to 
giving their vote to other right-wing parties. His racist appeal 
“The Arabs are coming out to vote in droves”, and “Only Likud 
can protect you” brought his Likud followers back to the fold. 

 And so, when the count was completed, Likud had leaped 
from trailing by four or five, to leading by six seats the second 
place Zionist Union of Isaac Herzog and Tzipi Livni. 

 It may on the surface appear to be a huge victory for the 
right, with Netanyahu/Likud forming the government for the 
third time. It will surely result in a right-wing/religious coalition, 
but closer inspection discloses that Likud’s win came at the 
expense of other right wing parties, including the most extreme 
of all, Avigdor Liebermans’s Yisrael Beiteinu (Israel Our home), 
which declined from seven to six seats, and Naftali Bennett’s 
Habayit Hayehudi (The Jewish Home) from eight to four seats. 
The right, the centre, and the left, have pretty much maintained 
their proportions from the 2013 elections, and Netanyahu will 
look to form a tight, i.e. very right-wing, coalition, rather than 
moderate it with centrist parties. 

Joint List: 
The Joint List is probably the most interesting of the 
developments in this election and the resulting election results. 

 After the electoral threshold to qualify for Knesset seats was 
raised last year from 2% to 3.25%, Hadash, (Jewish-Arab 
communist party /Democratic Front for Peace and Equality), 
Balad (National Democratic Assembly, secular), Ta'al (Arab 
Movement for Renewal), and the Islamic Movement (Ra’an-
Ta’al) agreed to unite under the Joint List. 

 Uniting the parties was no easy feat – they have differing 
mandates, histories, and of course, personalities of their leaders. 
One can imagine the threat to a party leader, who previously 
would have been first on his party’s list, now being relegated to 
a lower position. Nevertheless, on January 22, 2015, the parties 
did agree to form the Joint List, with Ayman Odeh, of Hadash, 
as the head of the list.On an individual basis, each Arab party 
would have had a hard time electing even one member to the 
Knesset under the increased threshold. Together, as a single list, 
they elected 13 members to the Knesset, making the Joint List 
the third largest party in the Knesset. The List is credited with 
bringing out a much higher turnout for the elections from the 
Israeli Arab population, 65% as compared to previous elections 
of about 55%, with the result as noted above. (The Jewish vote is 
approximately 70% of the eligible Jewish voters.) 

 One can also imagine a certain resistance amongst the 
Jewish left population. It was not uncommon to hear “I agree it’s 
an excellent idea, and I’m glad they formed a Joint List, - but I 
can’t vote for an Arab party.” So who are the Jewish voters who 
will consider voting for the Joint List? Certainly, the Jewish 
members of Hadash, perhaps up to 10,000 such voters (Judy 
Maltz, Ha’aretz);  Jews on the left, who may have previously 
voted an Arab “ticket” (Balad?), will now of course not have a 
problem voting the Joint List, may number up to 1,000 voters. 
Other Jews who were expected to vote the Joint List are 
primarily from Tel Aviv, Jaffa and Haifa, with a small number 
from Jerusalem. This grouping probably consists of Ashkenazis 
of above-average incomes and education, and primarily in the 
arts and humanities. 

 Will this coalition of disparate Arab parties be able to 
maintain unity once in the Knesset? “Consensus” is that for bills 
such as minimum wage, they will act together; the “proof in the 
pudding” will be when a topic such as LGBT rights is raised. For 
such an issue one would  expect that each of the constituent 
parties of the Joint List will vote as dictated by their own 
policies. 

Platform 
Despite the official positions of anti-Zionism of some of the 
List's parties, the United List platform on the Middle East peace 
process takes a moderate position, calling for “...a just peace 
based on UN resolutions, ending the occupation of all land Israel 
captured in 1967, dismantling all settlements and the security 
barrier, releasing all "political prisoners" and forming a 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital…  a just solution to 
the Palestinian refugee problem., The party supports a nuclear-
free Israel and Middle East." 
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 Though the party is primarily concerned with the interests of 
Israeli Arabs, it also calls for full equality in state budgeting for 
Jewish and Arab municipalities and institutions, as well as 
affirmative action to help the poor – who though 
disproportionately Arab, include Russian and Ethiopian Jews. 
Joint List, Meretz, and the “excess vote” clause 

 Israeli elections are based on a “candidate list”, i.e. each 
party presents a numbered list of their candidates, arrived at 
during their primaries, to the electoral body. Based on the 
percentage of all the votes cast, that is the number of candidates 
from the list that qualifies each party to be a member of the 
Knesset. This raises the question: what happens if a party 
receives more votes than it has candidates fielded on its list? The 
Israeli electoral law allows parties to come to agreement prior to 
election, to donate their excess votes to the other party in the 
agreement. 

 (This is known as the Hagenbach-Bischoff method (in Israel 
the Bader-Ofer method) and is an attempt to strengthen political 
blocs at the expense of smaller parties.) 

 During these elections, Meretz approached the Joint List 
(Arab and Jewish) to agree on an “excess votes” exchange. This 
would appear to be a natural alliance, of two “leftish” parties, yet 
the Joint List rejected the Meretz overture. What happened: an 
opportunity to increase the “left bloc” was rejected! 

 It transpires that Meretz had previously agreed with Zionist 
Union that, should Zionist Union form the government – as was 
expected! - Meretz would join the coalition. The Joint List could 
not agree to partner with a party so aligned with an ultra-Zionist 
party.  

Zionist Union: 

The second most interesting development was the merging of 
two “centrist” parties, Labour and Hatnuah. (They are 
considered “centre-left” in Israel, but they are more realistically 
“centre-right”.)  

 Labour and Hatnuah agreed in December 2014 to form their 
own joint party and list. Initially the two leaders stated publicly 
that if they formed the next government, they would take turns 
in the role of prime minister. However, on the day before the 
elections, Livni announced that only Herzog would serve as 
prime minister.  

Platform 
Wishing to maintain its position firmly within the Israeli peace 
camp, the party pledged to "reignite a process with our 
Palestinian neighbours based on a regional platform, and foster 
our unique and special relationship with Washington". However, 
they did not specify the concessions that would be made by a 
Zionist Union government, other than saying that the Jordan 
Valley must be Israel's eastern security border. (The government 
currently maintains a strong presence in the Jordan Valley, 
harassing and creating obstacles to Palestinian farmers.)  

 Much of the party's policy has been focused on the economy 
and housing; several members of the 2011 Israeli social justice 

protests are on the party's slate of candidates. Regarding 
housing, they have promised support for 300,000 new 
apartments to be built over approximately a five year period. The 
party also plans to lower the costs of healthcare, education and 
basic goods for every family in Israel. 

 Something about Herzog: When an attempt was made to 
disqualify both Baruch Marzel (extremist, racist, Kahanist head 
of the settler movement and a member of Knesset), and Hannan 
Zouabi, of the Balad party (provocative, outspoken, was on the 
Mavi Marmara flotilla ship) from running  as candidates for this 
election, Isaac Herzog did not raise any objections.  

 Still, to his credit, three years ago Herzog proposed a peace 
plan based on the parameters set by Bill Clinton in 2000, and 
Barack Obama in 2011. (Akiva Eldar, Ha’aretz, April 1, 2015.) 
But, when asked by Eldar prior to the March 17 elections 
whether he “still stood behind them”, he replied that he did not 
remember this proposal. 

Kulanu (“all of us”, presumably “all of us together, united, 
under the Kulanu banner”) 

Until 2014, Moshe Kahlon, the party founder and leader, was a 
Likud member, and served in the Knesset as Minister of 
Communications and Minister of Welfare and Social Services. 
He bolted from Likud in 2014 to form the Kulanu party, and 
now is expected to be tapped as the finance minister in 
Netanyahu’s coalition.  

Platform: Cell Phones and Housing 
Recently I asked a friend how much he pays for cell phone 
usage. (I have to fill my SIM card with more money to renew 
my air time, and it is not cheap. Tourists just don’t know what’s 
what!) I was surprised by his answer – 50 shekel – less than $17 
a month. I surmised that that buys him about 50 minutes per 
month. Oh no, he replied – unlimited talk, text, gigabytes of 
data. And if he took the time, he said, he could get an even better 
deal. “You know – this is Moshe Kahlon’s claim to fame – a 
great accomplishment.” Kahlon did promise reduced prices for 
cell phone usage in the previous government, and it is accepted 
that he successfully fulfilled that promise, increasing cell phone 
competition. There are many small companies to choose from in 
Israel, subsidiaries of department stores, etc.  

 His platform for this election is much more ambitious. 

 His stated top priority is reducing Israel's high poverty rate 
(amongst the highest in the developed world) and income 
inequality. To accomplish this he promises to bring down 
housing prices, which have risen by about 50% in the space of a 
few years. (This issue was the root of the July 2011 “social 
protests” in Tel Aviv and elsewhere across Israel.) 

 Another (ambitious) priority is to increase competition in 
banking, in natural gas, and in the food industry. But banking 
and gas are much more complex structures. The failure (e.g. 
bankruptcy) of a cell phone company affects its customers, but 
banking – as we know from the collapse of 2008 - is “too big to 
fail”, and affects the economic health of the entire country. 
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Similarly, gas is a global institution, and changes cannot be 
easily legislated without affecting foreign investors and 
customers, who will definitely be unhappy with Israel over 
changes that adversely affect them.  

 There is more on his platform plate i.e. health, welfare, and 
education. The question remains where the money would come 
from to fulfill such ambitious goals. 

Yisrael Beiteinu (Israel Our Home) 
This party was founded by Avigdor Lieberman, Israel's Minister 
of Foreign Affairs since 2013, who presents himself as more 
nationalistic than Netanyhu, and publicly makes  the most racist, 
fascist (and outlandish) statements against the Arabs, the Arab 
parties, and their Knesset representatives.  

(Examples:  

 “Those who are against us ... we need to pick up an axe and 
cut off his head,” aiming of course at Arab Israelis.  

 Saying to Ayman Odeh, leader of the Joint List, during a 
television debate that he, Ayman, is a “fifth column” and 
“you’re not wanted here,” “go to Gaza.”  

 It is unbelievable that a civilized “western” country allows 
such talk and behavior to pass without consequence. It is hate 
speech of the first degree.  

 Lieberman has also been investigated with fraud and 
corruption charges over the years, but all charges were 
eventually dropped! These allegations may have lost him votes 
amongst his constituency,  - primarily the Russian-speaking 
population. It is not entirely certain that he will retain the 
position of Foreign Minister in the new coalition. 

 In the 2009 election the party won 15 seats, making it the 
third largest party in that Knesset. But he did have a “come-
uppance” in this election, when, on election night, Netanyahu 
appealed to the right-wing citizenry to vote not only “right”,  but 
to vote Likud, and assure the right a strong presence, not 
fractured by smaller parties. And so Lieberman’s party was 
reduced to six seats, number eight out of ten parties in the 
current Knesset. (Similar results for Naftali Bennett, leader of 
Habayit Hayehudi.) 

Platform 
Behind whatever the stated platform of the party is, is the blatant 
intent to rid Israel of its Arab population. To that end, the prime 
agenda item is the creation of a Palestinian state (!), wherein he 
would transfer Arab inhabitants from the larger Palestinian 
centres to the Palestinian state, while Israel would absorb Jewish 
centres in the West Bank. In this scenario, the entire population 
of Palestinian towns and other centres would lose their Israeli 
citizenship, while being transferred physically to the Palestinian 
state! This is an entirely different scenario than mere land swaps 
proposed by the United States etc. (Of course, in any scenario, 
the Jewish population of Jewish towns and cities of the West 
Bank, such as Ariel, would become Israel proper merely by 
moving the “green line”, i.e. border. Residents of such Jewish 
centres, e.g. Ariel, Gush Etzion, Ma’aleh Adumim, etc., would 

have no objection; they already are Israeli citizens, with full 
benefits.)  

Ha’Bayit Hayehudi (The Jewish Home) 
This party was created in 2008, as the successor to the National 
Religious Party. Naftali Bennett is the current leader (since 
2012) and has continued to steer the party to the far right. In the 
last Knesset he was the Minister of the Economy. He is a strong 
advocate of the settler movement (a party with a name that 
includes the word “Jewish” sends a very distinct message on 
where it stands in relation to the Palestinian issues), and 
reducing the influence of the Supreme Court. He had expected to 
achieve the second highest standing for his party in this election, 
instead coming in at a distant sixth, losing four seats from his 
previous Knesset position. 

Platform 
Aside from vociferously encouraging settlement expansion, his 
second and equally important platform item is to reduce the 
power and authority of the Supreme Court. In place of a 
constitution, Israel maintains a set of “Basic Laws”. It has been 
the function of the Supreme Court to negate legislation passed 
by the Knesset, if the Court deems it contrary to a basic law. It is 
this function that greatly irks the right wing, and definitely 
Bennett. He would want to pass legislation that effectively gives 
the Knesset the power to enact any law, in spite of the tenet of a 
Basic Law, if 61 members of Knesset override a court ruling. A 
more minor platform item, but significant to the left - and 
especially “left NGOs” - is that funding received from outside 
the country would require the approval of both the defence and 
foreign ministers. This would effectively kill many NGOs 
involved with human rights, Palestinian rights, anti-occupation, 
etc. Even such “neutral” NGOs such as New Israel Fund would 
be adversely affected.Some notes about the other parties and 
personalities. 

Meretz 
Meretz is considered the left Zionist party, somewhere where 
our NDP used to be. They support separation of religion and 
state, a struggle for a just peace i.e. an Israeli-Palestinian 
solution, Palestinian equality in Israel proper. Zahava Galon 
threatened to quit as leader if the party attained less than four 
seats (the concern was that voters would move to Zionist Union), 
but she stayed on when, surprisingly, they won five. (She was 
the only panelist who was critical of Lieberman’s racist remarks 
to Ayman Odeh of the Joint List, to which I previously referred.) 

Yesh Atid (There Is a Future) 
Though Yair Lapid, the head of this party did not present much 
of a memorable platform, its position of fourth place standing in 
the elections assures the party a place in the coalition. (Joint List, 
though placing third, will, as a primarily Arab party, never be 
considered as a coalition partner.) 
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Shas (Shomrei Sfarad: Sephardic Guardians i.e. of  the 
Torah) 
Shas is the orthodox party that had been founded in support of 
Mizrakhi Jews (Jews from Arab lands) and has been a coalition 
partner for many years. Unfortunately, its former - and now 
present - leader, Aryeh Deri, was convicted of taking bribes, 
served his time in jail, and in 2013 again regained his position  
within the party. With the death of its popular spiritual leader, 
Ovadiah Yosef, and under the not very effective interim 
leadership of Eli Yishai, the party lost popularity. Primarily the 
party focuses on equality issues for Mizrakhi Jews,  economic 
reforms for their poor, and funding for Yeshivas. 

 One interesting observation concerning all parties except for 
the Joint List – during the pre-election campaigning, the subject 
of the occupation itself (West Bank and Gaza), was not a 
campaign item. It was as though the word “occupation” and its 
ramifications for Israel did not exist or were taboo! 

Conclusion: 

In the final analysis, after the noise and brouhaha, insults, and 
blaming, the country voted pretty much as they had in the last 
Knesset. Right-wing party representation (Likud, Yisroel 
Beiteinu, Habayit Hayehudi, Shas) number 51; centrist parties 
(Yesh Atid, Kulanu) number 21; left-wing party parties (Zionist 
Union, Meretz, Joint List) number 42; the remaining party, 
United Torah Judaism, numbers 7. 

 But what has changed (until it becomes expedient to 
pronounce otherwise) is the unequivocal exposure of 
Netanyahu’s racist attitude towards the Palestinians. The other 
change – the unmasking of what “we” knew all along – 
Netanyahu would never negotiate a two-state solution, as 
illustrated when he stated “there will never be a Palestinian state 
on my watch”. Thus, his two-faced speech in 2009 at Tel Aviv 
University, where he barely managed to squeak out the words 
that he supports a two-state solution, was also finally seen as an 
outright lie. 

 There is a caveat to all the above. When we first arrived in 
Israel in 1999, it was clear then that the person who says “they 
know” obviously doesn’t know. This is the Middle East, where 
“everything is negotiable”, and behind the scenes maneuvering 
can spring surprises on all – those who know, and those who 
admit they don’t know. At the time of this writing, the elections 
are past news, coalition gossip is just barely in the radar. We (in 
Israel) don’t expect any surprises, but tomorrow is another day. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Vatican recognizes state of Palestine in new 
treaty 
By Nicole Winfield  
The Vatican officially recognized the state of Palestine in a new 
treaty finalized Wednesday, immediately sparking Israeli ire and 
accusations that the move hurt peace prospects. 

 The treaty, which concerns the activities of the Catholic 
Church in Palestinian territory, is both deeply symbolic and 
makes explicit that the Holy See has switched its diplomatic 
recognition from the Palestine Liberation Organization to the 
state of Palestine. 

 The Vatican had welcomed the decision by the U.N. 
General Assembly in 2012 to recognize a Palestinian state and 
had referred to the Palestine state since. But the treaty is the first 
legal document negotiated between the Holy See and the 
Palestinian state, giving the Vatican’s former signs of 
recognition an unambiguous confirmation in a formal, bilateral 
treaty. 

 “Yes, it’s a recognition that the state exists,” said the 
Vatican spokesman, the Rev. Federico Lombardi. 

 The Israeli Foreign Ministry said it was “disappointed.” 
“This move does not promote the peace process and distances 
the Palestinian leadership from returning to direct and bilateral 
negotiations,” the ministry said in a text message. 

 The United States and Israel oppose recognition, arguing 
that it undermines U.S.-led efforts to negotiate an Israeli-
Palestinian deal on the terms of Palestinian statehood. Most 
countries in Western Europe have held off on recognition, but 
some have hinted that their position could change if peace 
efforts remain deadlocked. 

 The treaty was finalized days before Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas visits Pope Francis at the Vatican. Abbas is 
heading to Rome to attend Francis’ canonization Sunday of two 
new saints from the Holy Land. 

 “This is a very important recognition as the Vatican has a 
very important political status that stems from its spiritual 
status,” said Abbas’ senior aide, Nabil Shaath. “We expect more 
EU countries to follow.” 

 The Vatican has been referring unofficially to the state of 
Palestine since 2012. 

 During Pope Francis’ 2014 visit to the Holy Land, the 
Vatican’s official program referred to Abbas as the president of 
the “state of Palestine.” 

 The Vatican’s foreign minister, Monsignor Antoine 
Camilleri, acknowledged the change in status, but said the shift 
was simply in line with the Holy See’s position. 

 The Holy See clearly tried to underplay the development, 
suggesting that its 2012 press statement welcoming the U.N. 
vote constituted its first official recognition. Nowhere in that 
statement does the Vatican say it recognizes the state of 
Palestine, and the Holy See couldn’t vote for the U.N. resolution 
because it doesn’t have voting rights at the General Assembly. 

 The Vatican’s efforts to downplay the move seemed 
justified given the swift condemnation of the development by 
Israeli groups: The American Jewish Committee said it was 
“counterproductive to all who seek true peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians.” The Anti-Defamation League said it was 
“premature.” 
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 “We appreciate that the Vatican’s basic intention is to 
promote Israeli-Palestinian reconciliation, but believe that this 
diplomatic recognition will be unhelpful to that end,” the ADL’s 
Abraham Foxman said. 

 The 2012 U.N. vote recognized Palestine as a non-member 
observer state, made up of the West Bank, Gaza Strip and east 
Jerusalem, lands Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast war. 

 The Palestinians celebrated the vote as a milestone in their 
quest for international recognition. Most countries in Africa, 
Asia and South America have individually recognized Palestine. 
In Western Europe, Sweden took the step last year, while several 
parliaments have approved non-binding motions urging 
recognition. 

 This isn’t the first time that the Vatican under Francis has 
taken diplomatic moves knowing that it would please some 
quarters and ruffle feathers elsewhere: Just last month, he 
referred to the slaughter of Armenians by Turkish Ottomans a 
century ago as a “genocide,” prompting Turkey to recall its 
ambassador.  

AP writers Ian Deitch in Jerusalem and Mohammed Daraghmeh 
in Ramallah, West Bank contributed. 
http://news.yahoo.com/vatican-recognizes-state-palestine-treaty-
134319446.html 

 
In this Sunday, June 8, 2014 file photo Pope Francis and 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas embrace. 
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