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HONOURABLE MENTSHN 

Remembering Bertha Arnold, 1925-2014 

By David Abramowitz on behalf of National Board, UJPO 

The death of UJPO Winnipeg’s Bertha Arnold last July left a gap in the 
prolific activists who have been a hallmark of our organization whose 
ancestry began in 1926, the year after her birth. Physically she appeared 
like a dieter who didn’t know when to stop – as if undernourished. In 
reality she was an energetic powerhouse whose strong commitment to 
social justice governed her life. 

 Together with her husband, the late Abe Arnold, she was a fierce, 
tenacious and dynamic human rights advocate. Bertha, a lifelong 
supporter of the CCF/NDP, was Executive Assistant to the late Hon. Saul 
Miller, Minister of Youth and Education in the Manitoba Government of 
Ed Schreyer. She later became an Executive member and fundraiser with 
Winnipeg’s United Way. Following “retirement”, Bertha joined CESO, 
Canadian Executive Service Organization, a non-profit, volunteer-based 

organization providing social and economic development expertise to Canadian Aboriginal Peoples, as 
a board member. She travelled the world on numerous projects focusing on women’s issues in third 
world countries. Bertha was a Canadian election monitor in Ukraine for the election which voted in the 
Yanukovich government. She was an avid supporter of Winnipeg’s Sholem Aleichem Community and 
a patron of the arts.  

 She told of her foreign ventures such as decades ago when she and Abe, in East Jerusalem, sought 
and found the PLO office which they visited. In 1990, among several Winnipeg members, Bertha 
joined the UJPO National Tour to the USSR to witness whether the “rebirth of Yiddish culture” 
alleged by the Gorbachev government, was fact or fiction. On an evening ramble in Kiev, fellow 
Winnipegger Clara Zuken tripped on broken pavement in front of “Lalka Teater” (Puppet Theatre) and 
the much taller Bertha grabbed her, thus preventing serious injury. Later, Bertha’s enquiries led to us 
learning that the Puppet Theatre was originally the Brodsky Synagogue. 

 Bertha was a giant among giants. Though UJPO Winnipeg’s membership was modest when 
compared with Montreal and Toronto, it has had a large proportion of exemplary leaders, movers and 
shakers. Bertha’s enthusiasm to contribute to the work of, future of and social activism of our 
Winnipeg section is sorely missed.  

 Locally, nationally, and internationally, she approached all tasks with passion and commitment. 
Her passing is a challenge to current Winnipeg UJPO activists to step up to the plate with a similar 
view of obligation. We say similar because Bertha was truly unique. 

 We shall ever be grateful for her efforts on our behalf and honour her memory. 

From Henry Shorr, President of Winnipeg UJPO: 

 Bertha Arnold was a longtime UJPO member, a progressive, principled activist and a determined, 
feisty woman. She was also a friend and a mentor. Along with her husband, Abe, also a UJPO 
member, journalist and human rights activist, Bertha participated in many struggles for justice in her 
lifetime. She was a long-time supporter of Outlook Magazine, was a member of the board of Outlook, 
and she worked tirelessly as a fundraiser for it.  
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 

REPORT ON NATIONAL BOARD MEETING 

UJPO National Board Moves Into the Future 

By David Abramowitz, UJPO-Canada President 

The Annual National Board Meetings in Toronto, with UJPO 
leaders from Winnipeg and Vancouver, will soon be a thing of 
the past. Existing modern inter-city video conferencing software 
will eliminate the absence of leaders in other centres from the bi-
monthly NRB (National Resident Board) meetings (i.e. members 
whose residence is in Toronto). As they, in 2015, will be able to 
“attend” each National Board meeting we will no longer need an 
NRB. This will engender a major organizational reform since 
our founding, 70 years ago in 1945. 

 This was just one of the major decisions that will streamline 
the organization and enable us to address local/regional 
matters/problems in a timelier manner. It, among other concerns, 
will trigger changes to the existing constitution currently under 
review in anticipation of amendments to Ontario’s current 
Corporations Act within the next two years.  

 Strategies to assist UJPO Vancouver to sponsor events and 
thus create greater visibility were endorsed and will become a 
major consideration through the current and subsequent years. 
Winnipeg’s introduction of a book club has taken off; its use of 
snail mail to solicit membership could be a positive model for 
other centres to consider. Toronto’s project to attract younger 
members was an experimental joint venture with IJV 
(Independent Jewish Voices) Toronto section; the event, “Doing 
Jewish Off the Grid”, was held the weekend following our 
Annual National Board Meeting and we await the report. 

 In the field of communications our “Who We Are” 
brochure, under review for the last two years, may finally satisfy 
NB (National Board) members after suggested revisions are 
implemented to update some long-standing phraseology which 
misrepresents our current position(s). As the Toronto website 
changes, we are introducing the same software to the national 
site (ujpo.org) and will commence the upgrade to its appearance 
and content. UJPO News has attempted to expand the number of 
articles written by members and thus reduce (or eliminate) 
reprints or abridged articles of reprints; we encourage members 
to send us critiques of each issue and to submit articles to 
<ujpo.office@gmail.com>. 

 Succession planning has been a major national failing (as 
well as at remote centres). Toronto has a plan which could 
become a model for all our centres and we will pursue this 
during the year. 

 Our concluding discussion regarded the need for national 
support of worthy movements; those agreed upon – Save Canada 
Post Door to Door Mail Delivery (article in this issue), a $15 
National Minimum Wage, Affordable National Day Care, and 
expanding the CPP (Canada Pension Plan). Overall the meeting 

was not only positive and productive, it sets a hefty agenda for 
the future of our national presence. Thanks to all participants. 

Ben Shek Social Justice Award 

 
Barbara Blaser presenting award to Sam and Ronnee, accompanied by their 

grand-daughter Zohar. 

At the National Board meeting, the Ben Shek Social Justice 
Award was presented to Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger, in 
recognition of their ongoing commitment to social justice. 

 Sam is the editor of Seizing Control of Space in East 
Jerusalem and has been active in the Israeli Committee against 
Torture and the Committee Against House Demolitions. 

 Ronnee is a founding member of Checkpoint Watch and 
they both hosted three tours of UJPO members in Israel/ 
Palestine. Their first tour led to the founding of Independent 
Jewish Voices (IJV). 

 In earlier years both were involved in numerous social 
justice groups in Toronto such as Semillas D’esperanza, New 
Jewish Agenda (Toronto chapter), and Yosher. In the early 
1990s they spent several months volunteering in a refugee camp 
in southern Mexico. They were also both involved in translating 
literature by Yiddish women writers that resulted in the 
publication of two collections of stories. 

FROM WINNIPEG 

By Henry Shorr, UJPO-Winnipeg President 

As you will see, UJPO Winnipeg has accomplished a lot over 
the past year, and has more in store. 

 UJPO Winnipeg had several programs and events in 
2013/14: 

• Outlook Fundraiser Brunch: 70 people attended this event 
featuring author Rhea Tregebov 

• discussion group on “The Holocaust, Anti-Semitism and 
Jewish Identity – Challenges and Changing Perceptions” 
featuring Dr. Lionel Steiman  

• forum on the Quebec Charter of Values featuring Mark 
Rosner and Bilan Arte 

• forum on the Impact of Changes in Immigration Policy and 
Procedure 
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• Warsaw Ghetto Memorial: About 100 people attended this 
event, which included a talk by Catherine Chatterly on the 
Jewish Museum in Warsaw. 

• UJPO Winnipeg letter to the Jewish Post & News regarding 
the decision by the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue to rescind an 
invitation to University of Manitoba President David Barnard for 
allowing Israel Apartheid Week on Campus. 

• wind up barbeque and Dora Fest: This event, attended by 
about 40 people, included a barbeque, a tribute to long time 
UJPO Winnipeg member Dora Rosenbaum, and reports by 
Harriet Zaidman and Cecil Rosner on the treatment of Jews in 
the Ukraine, based on their recent trip there.  

North End Jewish Choir 

 Our choir had a very successful season, having given eight 
performances. The Sholem Aleichem Community and UJPO 
Canada each donated $500 and the Joe Zuken Committee 
donated $1000. 

Challenges 

• getting members to attend events and finding new members 
• still trying to find a venue for the Yanovsky Exhibit 

Other Highlights 

The year saw other important highlights: 
• very capable and enthusiastic executive 
• good coverage in the local Jewish press 

Recent/Upcoming Events and Programs 

• Schmooze Fest on September 28 
• UJPO Book Club with about 12 people attending our first 
meeting 
• Outlook Brunch on November 17 featuring a speech by 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Conductor Alexander 
Micklethwate on how music crosses boundaries and cultures and 
acts as a unifying force 
• forum on the Ukraine crisis  

FROM VANCOUVER 

By Carl Rosenberg 

In this space, I usually report on events in which Vancouver 
members of UJPO (and the secular Jewish community generally) 
are involved, especially – but not exclusively – at the Peretz 
Centre. Two programs I especially enjoy are the excellent 
presentations at the Sholem Aleichem Seniors and the Fraytig 
Tsu Nakht (FTN), the latter also featuring potluck dinners, songs 
and readings. Recently, one superb FTN presentation featured 
folk musician Bob Bossin performing excerpts from his one-man 
show Davy the Punk, based on his recently published book about 
his father’s career as a Toronto bookie.  

 This time I also have other things to report. Over the 
weekend of Oct. 17-19 I attended the UJPO annual board 
meeting in Toronto. The weekend began with a secular Friday 
night gathering at the Winchevsky Centre modelled on 

Vancouver's Fraytig Tsu Nakht. This evening’s main feature was 
joke-telling, introduced by an anthropological discussion of 
Jewish humour by Dr. Harriet Lyons. (As usual, I only thought 
of a good joke to tell a day or two after the event.) At this 
gathering, UJPO presented Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger with 
the Ben Shek Social Justice Award – eminently well-deserved.   

 At the UJPO meeting itself, we discussed various topics 
ranging from outreach to UJPO News (UJPO’s excellent 
newsletter) and the difficulty of reviving the Vancouver section. 
Whether or not the latter endeavor gets off the ground, the few 
UJPOniks out here (mainly Sylvia Friedman and myself) will do 
whatever we can for UJPO from Vancouver. We also heard 
reports from other, more active, centres, and from organizers of 
what sounds like an excellent conference, “Doing Jewish Off the 
Grid,” organized jointly by UJPO and Independent Jewish 
Voices-Canada. 

 Equally important, on Sunday afternoon a gathering was 
held at Anna Yanovsky’s house of the Toronto Outlook 
Collective. They have recently recruited two new and 
enthusiastic members, Joyce Wayne and Paul Weinberg (the 
latter a frequent contributor to Outlook). We discussed many 
challenges facing the magazine (including our serious financial 
situation), and look forward to a closer working relationship 
between Vancouver and Toronto (and other centres). 

 I enjoyed the weekend’s activities, and appreciated the 
hospitality of the Toronto residents (especially Henry Lowi’s 
setting aside a morning to take me and Henry Shorr, President of 
UJPO-Winnipeg, on a tour of Camp Naivelt) and the friendship 
of all the attendees. I also enjoyed my visit with my sister Anne 
and brother-in-law Joseph, who put me up. 

 When I got back to Vancouver, I attended a superb event 
(held at the Peretz Centre) on Oct. 29: the showing of a film by 
Israeli-Canadian film-maker Lia Tarachansky, On the Side of the 
Road, followed by a question/answer period with the film-maker 
herself. Her situation is unusual, if not unique. Originally from 
the former Soviet Union, she grew up in the West Bank 
settlement city of Ariel, and later became an outspoken anti-
occupation activist, bearing witness in her film to 
commemorations of the Palestinian Nakba of 1948 and parallel 
attempts to deny or suppress such remembrance. The event was 
sponsored by the Vancouver branch of IJV (to which I belong); 
Building Bridges Vancouver; and the United Network for Justice 
and Peace in Palestine and Israel, United Church of Canada.   

 I hope all of us – progressive Jewish movements and our 
partners in other movements – continue to work together on 
these and other projects – and have a good time while doing so.  

FROM HAMILTON 

By Lyn Center 

On August 23, members and friends met at the home of Paul 
Weinberg and Cathy McPherson for a potluck lunch. Following 
this, UJPO members Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger provided us 
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with a sobering update on Israel after the Gaza war, and the 
worsening relations between Israelis and Palestinians. 

 On November 23, we will hold a Sunday brunch at a 
member’s home in Burlington to view some episodes of the 
political Israeli TV comedy series, Arab Labour, which was 
created by Palestinian author and Haaretz columnist Sayed 
Kashua. Like all previous gatherings, this will no doubt be both 
social and thought-provoking.  

FROM TORONTO 

By Julia Barnett, UJPO-Toronto President 

The full report was presented at UJPO-Canada Conference 
October 17-18, 2014 and UJPO-Toronto AGM, November 16, 
2014. 

It has been a challenging, rewarding and certainly never boring 
year for UJPO Toronto. This is my first year as President of 
UJPO Toronto and with many thanks and respect I give this 
year’s report to both UJPO-Canada and to UJPO-Toronto’s 
AGM.  

 While always trying to balance our history, heritage, and 
primary principles, to preserve our traditions, language and 
political ideals to make the world a better place, I can say with 
certainty we are doing this still today and within the context of 
today’s reality and within our capacity. 

 Our trial of holding our Shule at our downtown location 
(918 Bathurst Street) continues under the competent direction of 
our Education Director, Frances Handlarski. We had very 
meaningful B’nai Mitzvah graduation ceremonies – May 2013, 
November 2013, June 2014 and look forward to continuing this 
special tradition.  

 We are pleased to announce that we have installed a chairlift 
at the Winchevsky Centre thanks to very generous donations. 

 On November 3, 2014, the Morris Winchevsky School  
re-launched the Mary Pitawanakwat Fund for Children with a 
public event highlighting the fund and its history and purpose. 
We are honoured to be part of this contribution to support the 
fund’s provision of educational grants for Indigenous and non-
Indigenous racialized children and youth whose families are 
affected as a result of their social activism and by the results of 
social, political and economic discrimination.   

 Over the year, we partnered with other organizations 
including participating in the Ashkenaz Festival over the Labour 
Day weekend; co-presenting the film Strange Fruit with the 
Toronto Jewish Film Society; co-sponsoring the conference 
“Doing Jewish Off the Grid” with IJV on Oct. 25-26, and 
presenting a program about the persecution of the Sinti and 
Roma on November 5 as part of Holocaust Education Week. 

 We also organized house concerts featuring musicians 
Danny Bakan and David Rovics, and have undertaken a new 
initiative of secular shabbes dinners and programs, called 
Friday@Night or Fraytik Tsu Nakht, modeled after Vancouver’s 
Peretz Centre program. 

 The recent observances of 
Rosh Hashone and Yom Kippur 
are especially meaningful events. 
We see many new faces at these 
events and we play an important 
role in providing ways to fulfill 
individual needs to connect to 
one’s Jewishness at these 
traditional times through an 
alternative lens and through a 
broader sense of community. Our 
family celebration of Sukkes 
(held at Dufferin Grove Park), once again brought out large 
numbers and allows celebrating traditional holidays in non-
traditional ways. 

 We enjoyed another wonderful summer at Camp Naivelt 
despite the winter storm and the damaged trees. Excellent 
programming was organized by the Camp Committee and our 
Bagel Brunches brought interesting speakers such as the authors 
of Lazarus and the Hurricane (the story of Hurricane Carter), 
Sam Chaiton and Terry Swinton. As well, a film screening and 
discussion with Max Wallace, one of our own board members, 
on Mohamed Ali, to name just a few of our programs. One of the 
greatest highlights was a tribute to Pete Seeger on August 3. In 
the summer of 2015, we will be celebrating Camp Naivelt’s 90th 
anniversary – so stay tuned to plans for celebrating another 
significant milestone.  

A Message for 5775 

By Sue Goldstein for UJPO Toronto’s secular Rosh Hashone 
and Yom Kippur observances  

Each year we gather to contemplate the year that has passed, and 
to collectively welcome the coming year, with the hope and 
desire that it will be a sweeter and better future for all of us. We 
know that together we are powerful and that change is possible. 

 Today, we need to ask “why is this year different than any 
other year?” It seems as if the entire world is inflamed with war, 
disease, and neglect. 

 The situation in Syria continues to deteriorate, with parts of 
Syria and Iraq being claimed by the Islamic State or ISIS, a foil 
for those who continue to fan the flames of perpetual war. 
There’s money to be made here. An outbreak of the Ebola virus 
in Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Nigeria has claimed the 
lives of almost 3000 people. What often gets left out of the story 
is how the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
have helped to devastate the health infrastructures of these 
countries, laying the groundwork for these epidemics to rage out 
of control. Ukraine has brought back memories of the Cold War 
and the Second World War, with Russia being cast as the 
ultimate enemy while the West ignores ultra-nationalist 
Ukrainians spouting Fascist slogans, and some, as part of 
Ukraine’s elite forces, wear Nazi regalia – though all of them 
brutally kill innocent Ukrainians.  

David Rovics house concert.  
Photo by Zohar Segal Jaeger  
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 Here on Turtle Island Prime Minister Stephen Harper, who 
insists that “we…have no history of colonialism,” feels there is 
no need for a national inquiry into the over 1200 missing and 
murdered Indigenous women and girls. After the recent murder 
of 15-year-old Tina Fontaine, calls have been renewed for such 
an inquiry. Ironically, Fontaine’s body was found just down the 
river from the newly opened Canadian Museum of Human 
Rights. The museum was built on First Nations land and 
downplays the genocide against Indigenous peoples. 
Simultaneously, Indigenous peoples are also on the front lines of 
the struggle for climate justice. In addition to the recent march in 
New York that brought together almost 400,000 people 
demanding action on climate change, tens of thousands marched 
all over the world, including here in Toronto. 

 It’s the “isms” that are the thread tying all these events 
together: neoliberalism, racism, imperialism, and colonialism: a 
globalised nightmare. 

 Last November, the UN declared 2014 to be the year of 
International Solidarity with the Palestinian People. Perhaps the 
Israeli government didn’t get the memo because this summer 
Israel saw fit to further destroy the infrastructure and to de-
develop Gaza with its brutal attacks that killed at least 2,143 
Palestinians from 8 July to 26 August. In those 50 days, over 
11,100 Palestinians were wounded, including 3,374 children. 67 
Israeli soldiers were killed along with five Israeli citizens, and 
one Thai national. Israel dropped the equivalent of at least six 
nuclear bombs on Gaza, destroying hospitals, schools, and the 
only power plant in Gaza. 

 What Israel has been wreaking in Gaza and all of Palestine 
is a form of genocide. Jewish and other communities need to see 
that you cannot bomb people into silence or compliance or 
history; that you cannot maintain an ethnically pure or single 
religious nation-state without denying the rights of others, and 
being undemocratic and inhumane? 

 A majority of the Palestinians in Gaza are refugees from 
1948 – refugees driven from their homes in what is now called 
“Israel.” It is still blasphemy to say so in most Jewish 
communities. However, there have always been dissenters and 
new ones are arising. Political Zionism is being challenged more 
openly. 

 It isn’t enough to say you are for justice if you ignore 
Palestine. It isn’t enough to care about Palestine and not care 
about what happens here in Canada to Indigenous peoples. It 
isn’t enough to just recycle your trash and act individually. We 
need system change not climate change, and that will only 
happen when we act collectively. It isn’t enough to send 
humanitarian aid, which often acts as a prelude to intervention, 
resource extraction, and war. 

 “The humanity of the insulted and injured has never yet 
survived the hour of liberation by so much as a minute.” 
Cautionary words from Hannah Arendt, and something to keep 
in mind as we struggle with each other over how to confront 
these multiple challenges. 

 While we must come away with hopes for this New Year, 
that hope has to be grounded in the dire realities that we face. 
Hope is the willingness to take the next breath and push forward 
in the struggle for justice. There are many fronts, but we are 
many people. Let us face these awful truths together, and let us 
do it with humility and a willingness to be confronted 
ourselves. 

UJPO CANADA DENOUNCES VIOLENCE IN GAZA 

July 26, 2014 

The United Jewish People’s Order-Canada unequivocally 
denounces the Israeli initiated violence which, with sophisticated 
rockets claimed to be aimed with precision at terrorists, has 
killed more than 1,000 and injured about 5,870 mostly innocent 
Palestinian civilians, including children, while Hamas’s 
detestable haphazard rockets have killed 42 Israelis [1]. With the 
cessation of the humanitarian truce today we are back to square 
one. 

 Israel’s commendable claim of not targeting civilian 
populations rings hollow when one realizes that in Gaza, one of 
the world’s most densely populated areas, civilians are packed 
into every possible space; even UN designated schools, 
established for safe shelter, are not immune from bombing. We 
condemn the response of those Israelis who watch these 
bombings with glee from hilltops [2]. Israel’s action is far from a 
“measured response” and continues a David and Goliath 
comparison. UN’s credible allegations of Israel’s probable 
responsibility for war crimes must be investigated.[3] 

 For more than seven years Israel’s IDF (Israel Defense 
Force) limits imports of food, fuel, medical necessities and 
staples, leaving half of the 1.8 million Gazans in calamitous 
circumstances. It often refuses UN emergency aid into Gaza.  
The restriction of fuel imports limits emergency hospital 
procedures. Gaza’s traditional Mediterranean fishers have been 
shot at by Israel’s navy, even within the area agreed upon with 
the Israeli government. Travel restrictions between Gaza and the 
West Bank sever family ties in a culture where such 
relationships are traditional and vital.  

 In this context a beleaguered, oppressed people undergo 
collective punishment for a widely reported kidnapping and 
killing of three ill-fated settler youth. The world’s media don’t 
report the many Palestinian children shot and killed by the IDF. 
We have no knowledge of the hundreds of children, reported in 
Palestinian media, who are taken from their homes by the IDF, 
often at 2:00 a.m., jailed, and many tortured. Not all return to 
their families. 

 This is the background for the current bombings attributable 
to Israel’s occupation of Palestine; until it ends the situation will 
endure. We join with the growing number of Jews, non-Jews and 
their organizations in calling for Israel to end the occupation by 
withdrawing from Palestinian lands which will establish a 
positive context in which negotiations to end the hostilities can 
prevail and bring peace to the area resulting in both peoples 
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governing themselves in a collegial, innovative and productive 
atmosphere.  
[1] http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28503420 
[2] www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/20/israelis-cheer-gaza-
bombing  
[3] http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2702485/Israel-
investigated-war-crimes-Gaza-UN-says.html 

POETRY & SONG  

Paddy’s Lamentation – Traditional Folk Song 

Introduction/Background by Dan Meaney 

This song is most peculiar. It discusses Irish participation in the 
American civil war. However, the only source for the song is 
O.J. Abbott, who lived in the Ottawa Valley.  

 Irish participation in the civil war was to a large extent due 
to the draft. This draft could have been avoided by payment of a 
large sum of cash. This system resulted in several days of rioting 
in New York by the Irish accompanied by attacks on Blacks. The 
newly arrived Irish, who were competing with Blacks for the 
lowest rungs of the economic ladder, learned racism quickly. 

 

Well it’s by the hush, me boys, and sure that’s to hold your noise 
And listen to poor Paddy’s sad narration 
I was by hunger pressed, and in poverty distressed 
So I took a thought I’d leave the Irish nation. 

Here’s to you boys, now take my advice 
To America I’ll have ye’s not be going 
There is nothing here but war, where the murderin’ cannons roar 
And I wish I was at home in dear old Dublin. 

Well I sold me ass and cow, my little pigs and sow 
My little plot of land I soon did part with 
And me sweetheart Bid McGee, I’m afraid I’ll never see 
For I left her there that morning broken-hearted. 

Well meself and a hundred more, to America sailed o’er 
Our fortunes to be made [sic] we were thinkin’ 
When we got to Yankee land, they shoved a gun into our hands 
Saying “Paddy, you must go and fight for Lincoln”. 

General Meagher to us he said, if you get shot or lose your head 
Every murdered soul of youse will get a pension 
Well meself I lost me leg, they gave me a wooden peg, 
And by God this is the truth to you I mention. 

Well I think meself in luck, if I get fed on 
Indian buck 
And old Ireland is the country I delight in 
With the devil, I do say, it’s curse 
Americay 
For I think I’ve had enough of your hard 
fightin’.  

 

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl Tov To: 

Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger, on receiving the Ben Shek Social 
Justice Award at the UJPO National Board Meeting, October 19, 
2014, for their untiring commitment to striving for social justice, 
nationally and internationally. 

Sam Blatt on his 75th birthday. 

Juliane Edler, our former Communications and Administrative 
Co-ordinator, on her recent marriage. Best wishes for her new 
life in New York.  

Sue Goldstein, who has replaced Juliane in the Winchevsky 
Centre office in Toronto. We hope you enjoy working with us. 

Howard Kaplan, who was re-elected Ward 5 Trustee to the 
Toronto District School Board in the recent municipal election. 

Lyn Center, whose mother recently celebrated her 90th birthday 
with family and friends in Toronto. And Lyn’s daughter Anna is 
expecting a baby in February. 

Speedy Recovery To : 

To Sylvia Friedman, our cherished Vancouver member. 

Kol Hakavod To : 

Paul Weinberg for arranging the speakers (journalists Judy 
Rebick and Rick Salutin) for Toronto’s Outlook brunch on 
November 30 (see page 10). 

YIDDISH  

KlezKanada – 2014 

By Sylvia Lustgarten 

Thirty years ago, Yivo in New York started Klezcamp 
(http://klezkamp.com) in the Catskills, to bring Yiddish culture 
to a new generation. Created by Henry Sapoznik, Adrian Cooper 
and others, it has led to a worldwide movement highlighted by 
Klezmer music. (This December will be the final and last season 
of Klezcamp, renamed a few years ago as “Living Traditions”.) 

 KlezKanada (http://klezkanada.org/) in the Laurentians is a 
significant part of this movement. For the past 18 years the 
Montreal Yiddishist community has brought the great and near 
great Yiddish scholars and Klezmer performers, providing a rich 
and joyous opportunity to learn about Yiddish language and 
culture, Klezmer music, Jewish dance, and all other Jewish arts. 
KlezKanada describes itself as “bringing to the public the best 
Jewish cultural and artistic creativity, as both an ethnic heritage 
and a constantly evolving contemporary culture.” 

 For a gala week the large international audience participates 
in concerts, courses, and workshops. Activities continue from 
early morning workshops to the late night open-stage café, 
featuring aspiring performers of all ages. A generous scholarship 
program attracts young musicians from all corners of the world, 
bringing with them an infectious vibrancy and energy. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28503420
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2702485/Israel-investigated-war-crimes-Gaza-UN-says.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2702485/Israel-investigated-war-crimes-Gaza-UN-says.html
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 The theme this year was “Beyond the Dybbuk: Surrealism, 
Magic Realism, Fantastic Literature, and the Jews”. The 
lectures, courses, musical, theatrical and dance workshops 
broadened my understanding of the symbolism in Jewish 
folklore. Particular attention was paid to major supernatural 
figures such as the Dybbuk and the Golem. 

 An interesting, unexpected interpretation of the film The 
Dybbuk was presented. In the movie the relationship between the 
two main protagonists, the fathers who had betrothed their 
unborn children to one another, was not shown overtly. The film 
was seen as being about the homosexual relationship of the two 
fathers. On a personal note, and more significantly, I found 
another meaning in the play which deals with the invasion of a 
living person by a dead person whose life has been incomplete. 
As we discussed the film I remembered a sister who had died as 
a young child before I was born. Never spoken of at home, I 
sometimes nevertheless thought of her. Once, in doing art work 
based on my family, I unthinkingly included her. Was her soul 
not asking to continue a life that was incomplete? This brought 
me new insights into the meaning of the Dybbuk myth. Was 
there a Dybbuk in my life? Were there not many? 

 Two stories – related in two different courses, one on 
Yiddish folklore, the other on the supernatural in Jewish 
literature – resonated with one another. The folk story tells of a 
supernatural creature accompanying a frightened child through 
an overgrown forest. The child is filled with fear and 
discouragement, but is constantly encouraged to go on by the 
creature. Gradually the forest growth thins and they emerge from 
the woods in a safe place. 

 The second a story, by a Brazilian Jewish writer, Moacyr 
Scliar, is about the birth of a centaur, an animal that is half 
human, half horse to a Jewish farm family. The family responds 
with horror, disbelief, and rejection, except for the father, who 
remains calm and arranges for the child’s care. In time the 
mother recovers and lovingly begins to care for the child. The 
father then arranges the circumcision, the schooling, the Bar 
Mitzva and so on. The son is more and more lovingly accepted 
by the family as he grows up 

 What unite these storied is that both deal with great 
lovingness and patient guidance, given unquestioningly, and lead 
to overcoming a huge challenge (also told without the word 
“love” being mentioned). I was filled with a greater 
understanding of the meaning of love; as well, these stories 
illustrate great story telling. I am thankful to the gifted leaders, 
Anna Gonshor and Yael Halevy Wise who brought this literature 
to life for me and the many others who attended. 

 This is but a small part of my KlezKanada experience. The 
days were filled with beautiful concerts, vibrant dances that 
included young and old, led by the noted Steve Weintraub. Also 
memorable were Shura Lupofsky’s song recital, Eugene 
Orenstein’s Yiddish lecture on American Jewish history, and 
many, many more events.  

CANADA 

“Don’t Stop Door to Door” 

By Sam Blatt and David Abramowitz. 

Just two days 
before the UJPO 
National Board 
Annual Meeting 
(October 18, 
2014) indicated 
its support of the 
national protest 
against ending 
door to door mail 
delivery, the 
plans of the 
Canadian Union 
of Postal 
Workers to 
launch a legal challenge in Federal Court against discontinuation 
of home mail delivery were announced in the National Post. The 
union claims the delivery stoppage represents a violation of the 
United Nations’ convention on the rights of people with 
disabilities. 

 As Canadians across the country must be aware, the Harper 
government is not opposing Canada Post’s decision to eliminate 
door to door mail delivery service, i.e. having a mailman deliver 
mail to home addresses. The justification presented by Canada 
Post is that mail delivery is no longer a financially viable 
service, due to declining revenues because of electronic 
communications (i.e. email) and private parcel delivery.  

 The Postal Union has the support of 70 cities plus numerous 
citizens and social action organizations in making this challenge. 
There are 30,000 postal worker jobs at stake; as well, the 
prospect of the elderly and the infirm having to travel a distance, 
some with canes, crutches, wheeled walkers or wheelchairs, 
including in winter and inclement weather, is daunting and 
potentially dangerous. 

 A “call-out” was organized for the public and unions to join 
in a protest/demonstration on Saturday, September 20th, in front 
of Minister of Finance Joe Oliver’s office, on Bloor Street in 
Toronto. More than 300 people showed up, including a 
contingent of eight UJPO Toronto members.  

 Speakers included Buzz Hargrove, past president of the 
Canadian Auto Workers (now Unifor), Sid Ryan, president of 
the Ontario Federation of Labour, Fred Hahn, president of 
CUPE-Ontario, Dennis Lemelin, president of the Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers, Barry Weisleder and others. 

 An online petition opposing the cessation of door to door 
delivery has gained considerable momentum at <change.org>. 
At press time it had more than 206,500 signatories but still 
needed some 48,000+ to achieve its objective of a quarter 

UJPO members at the September 20th demonstration 

opposing an end to door to door mail delivery in Canada. 

Photo by Sam Blatt 
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million. In Toronto, the “change.org” petition to stop Walmart 
from eradicating the historic “Kensington Market” succeeded 
with only 93,066 signatures! If we all join in there is a strong 
possibility the “change.org” mail delivery petition will also 
succeed. 

 We urge all UJPO members who have not yet signed this 
petition, to do so, and encourage family, friends and colleagues 
to sign also.  
www.change.org/p/don-t-let-canada-post-end-door-to-door-delivery 

 

USA 

“Climate March” Hides Real Culprits and 
Real Solutions 

By Tony Cartalucci, Global Research, September 22, 2014 

Big business and the big political parties and politicians they 
own have converged in what is being disingenuously called the 
“People’s Climate March.”  MSNBC would report in an article 
titled, “The largest climate march in history kicks off in New 
York,” that: 

They’re calling it the largest mobilization against climate change 
in the history of the planet. On Sunday morning, protesters from 
all over the United States and the world are converging on 
Manhattan to demand that global leaders take action to avert 
catastrophic climate change. Earlier this week Bill McKibben, 
founder of the environmental group 350.org, projected that the 
march would consist of “hundreds of thousands” of participants. 

 Not surprisingly little in terms of actual solutions is 
mentioned by the organizers and instead the march is meant to 
set the stage for political and financial deals to be made at the 
2015 Climate Change Conference in Paris, France. Organizing 
the march are institutions funded by the very governments and 
corporate-financier special interests that have helped create 

devastating environmental and socioeconomic disasters across 
the planet over the past several decades in the first place. 

For the rest of the article, please go to: 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/climate-march-hides-real-culprits-and-
real-solutions/5403412  

MIDDLE EAST 

Hey Right-Wingers, the Arabs Are Staying 

By Gideon Levy, Haaretz, September  7, 2014 

The main news first: The Arabs are here to stay, even if our most 
ultra-nationalist politicians keep rising.  

 They’re here even if Avigdor Lieberman becomes president 
and prime minister; Naftali Bennett becomes foreign and 
defense minister; Yariv Levin becomes minister of justice, 
enlightenment and morality; Itamar Ben-Gvir becomes interior 
and public security minister; Miri Regev becomes culture 
minister; and “the Shadow” – rapper Yoav Eliasi – becomes 
strategic affairs minister. Even if all this happened, the Arabs 
would stay. 

 The Arabs of 1948 are staying, as are those of 1967. The 
Arabs in Israel, the West Bank, Gaza and the entire region – they 
stay where they are. Israel’s dream for them to somehow wither 
away will never happen. They won’t leave, they won’t be 
expelled. They’re here forever. It’s their sumud, their 
steadfastness.  

 With the demise of the two-state dream, brought about in 
part by the characters listed above, Israel should consider what 
to do. It’s the ultra-nationalists, those Arab-lovers, who are 
doing everything to ensure the establishment of one big state 
including Arabs. It’s they who should be concerned about this 
shocking news.  

 They should be spearheading attempts to improve relations 
with the Arabs in order to be accepted in the region. They, who 
didn’t want two states and will most likely get only one, must 
understand that this state will be like Yugoslavia, if not Somalia, 
unless they quickly take action to become more accepted by 
their unwanted neighbors, the steadfast ones.  

 They should be the legions fighting in defense of the 
language – Arabic, naturally. They should be imparting the 
heritage – that of the Nakba, obviously. By all means possible, 
they should be combating the discrimination against Israel’s 
Arabs and the displacement of Arabs in the occupied territories.  

 As soon as they realize that the Arabs are here to stay, they 
should think about our shared future, shouldn’t they? As soon as 
it’s clear we’ll be living in the shared dwelling you wished for, 
dear annexationists, we should think about our shared future. 
We’ll need a residents’ committee and a treasurer; we’ll have to 
take turns cleaning the stairwell.  

 This is what you wanted, wasn’t it? One-fifth of this 
country’s inhabitants are staying – they can’t be shoved into a 

http://www.change.org/p/don-t-let-canada-post-end-door-to-door-delivery
http://www.globalresearch.ca/climate-march-hides-real-culprits-and-real-solutions/5403412
http://www.globalresearch.ca/climate-march-hides-real-culprits-and-real-solutions/5403412
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corner more than they have been already. If you want another 
two to three million from the West Bank, please behave 
accordingly. This is what you wanted – you’ve won, so go for it. 
Start taking your plan seriously.  

 This, of course, is wishful thinking. The ultra-nationalists 
still believe that if only they made Palestinian lives more 
miserable, abusing both Israeli citizens and subjects of the 
occupation, beating and humiliating them, killing and arresting 
them, maybe a miracle would happen and they’d disappear.  

 Things will somehow turn out well, perhaps a voluntary or 
involuntary transfer, perhaps ethnic cleansing, Armageddon, 
anything. Any miracle will do. But no miracle will happen.  

 So what is to be done, dear right-wingers? What goes 
through your minds when you proclaim that it’s all ours, that 
Hebron is ours forever and Nazareth is a Jewish city? Apartheid? 
That won’t work. Transfer?  

 The world won’t allow it. Do you think the Arabs will 
surrender – that they’ll grovelingly accept being sixth-class 
citizens forever, or residents of the West Bank with no rights? 
This has no precedent in history.  

 What would happen if people on the right changed their 
habits and, for once, thought a few years ahead? What kind of 
country do they want? What sort of relations? What are their 
plans? What are their conclusions?  

 You don’t have to argue with them, only ask them a simple 
question: What will be here? Let’s say we happily embrace their 
teachings, eagerly adopt their vision, and everything becomes 
for Jews only, as they so fervently wish. What will happen here? 
What about the Arabs?  

 Actually, the right doesn’t worry about such trivia. Deep in 
its heart it still believes that the problems will all go away. In the 
meantime, Haaretz columnist Rogel Alpher is leaving but 
Mohammed is staying. He’ll be here long after us.  
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-1.614422 

INTERNATIONAL 

Media and Politicians Ignore Terrorism of 
Venezuela’s Opposition  

By María Páez Victor,  October 5, 2014  

Last Friday, the centre of Caracas was filled with thousands of 
mourning citizens as they accompanied two flag-draped coffins 
loaded with flowers they had cast upon it in homage. 

 If a Member of Parliament representing the Venezuelan 
opposition had been brutally tortured and stabbed to death in his 
own home, the Western press – including Canada’s – would 
have splashed the news in headlines around the world.  

 Yet this has just happened to a Member of Parliament from 
the governing party of Venezuela, but the international press is 
silent. International politicians have not wrung their hands with 
indignation or regret, as they have about the lawful incarceration 

of opposition leader Leopoldo López , who publicly and 
repeatedly incited mobs to violence and caused at least 47 
deaths.  

 On Wednesday, October 1, 2014, Robert Serra, 27 years 
old, a lawyer and legislator from the governing party PSUV, the 
youngest Member of Parliament of Venezuela, and his partner 
María Herrera, were assassinated in their own home in a central 
area of Caracas. It was an outrageous and deliberate act of terror. 
Robert Serra and María Herrera were tortured, stabbed and bled 
to death. He specialized in criminology, and was engaged in the 
task of helping to curb crime in the country. María Herrera 
assisted him in this vital work. Robert Serra came from a poor 
family; his mother worked as a street hawker to help him go to 
law school. He was famous for his insightful interventions in 
parliament and was much beloved; some referred to him as “a 
future Chávez”. 

 Their deaths were carried out systematically. Ernesto 
Samper, ex-president of Colombia and current president of 
UNASUR, said: “This crime is evidence of the infiltration of 
Colombian paramilitary in Venezuela.” Just a few weeks ago, 
President Santos of Colombia deported to Venezuela a young 
man, Lorent Saleh, who had been meeting with paramilitaries in 
Colombia to conspire against the Venezuelan government. He 
appears in a video with Alvaro Uribe, ex-president of Colombia, 
who owes his political career to his connections to Escobar, the 
head of Colombian narco-traffic, and is accused by the 
Colombian Senate of being behind the proliferation of the 
paramilitary there. Saleh stated he was buying arms of war and 
contracting snipers and explosive experts because “they” were 
going to carry out selective assassination of 20 leaders of the 
Venezuelan government in order to bring it down. Then he said 
who “they” were: leaders of Venezuela’s opposition parties.  

 In Parliament, days before his assassination, Robert Serra 
had denounced – in no uncertain terms – the terrorist plans of 
Alvaro Uribe and Lorent Saleh.  

 The Venezuelan government of President Nicolás Maduro 
has been under relentless and continuous attack since it was 
elected. It has been submitted to economic sabotage with 
contraband and withholding of food and goods, a deliberate 
campaign of false rumors, and three months of street violence to 
create the appearance of chaos and lack of governability. These 
subversive actions were deftly overcome by a government that 
stuck to the letter of the law, refused to take the bait of meeting 
violence with violence, and its call for peace included setting up 
negotiations with the opposition, facilitated by ministers of 
neighboring countries. The Venezuelan people overwhelmingly 
repudiated the violent opposition tactics, and gave Mr. Maduro’s 
popularity an even larger boost. In an attempt to produce 
“regime change”, violence has been intensified now to include 
assassinations. This was agreed upon in a meeting at 
Guadarrama, Spain at the end of June hosted by the Spanish spy 
agency CNI and the FAES – a think tank of the party Partido 
Popular of the ex-president of Spain, José María Aznar. The 

http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-1.614422
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USA’s CIA carries out the financing and training of the CNI, as 
Edward Snowdon has revealed.[i] 

 Two Venezuelan opposition leaders, Julio Borges and 
Ramón Muchacho, who were also behind the street violence, 
were present, and a video message from María Corina Machado 
was viewed. She could not be present as she is being 
investigated for her part in the street violence, which she 
enthusiastically led. Machado, as a standing member of 
Venezuela’s parliament, ignominiously accepted simultaneously 
the position of ambassador of Panama in order to address the 
OAS in 2014. According to the Constitution, she in effect, 
forfeited her condition of parliamentarian by representing a 
foreign government – and one, which at that time – was against 
Venezuela.  

 Machado, along with López, instigated the street violence 
that cost so many deaths and millions in damages. Yet, though 
holding such disdain for the rule of law, she was invited by the 
Canadian Council for the Americas to speak at the prestigious 
Canadian law firm of Cassels Brock and Blackwell last May. 
This was a clear example either of Canadian willful ignorance or 
connivance. 

 The imperial forces believe Venezuela’s oil is just too rich a 
prize to leave in the hands of its people. The sterling leadership 
that the country has shown in promoting the integration of Latin 
America for the purposes of solving its common social problems 
and to protect its natural resources is just unacceptable to the 
greed of multinationals, the United States, and their subservient 
allies who seem to think the petroleum is theirs to take. The 
assassinations of Robert Serra, of Eliézer Otáiz head of Caracas 
Municipality five months ago, the killings during the street riots 
of last March that were led by paramilitary (not students as the 
world press stated) and the bombing death of district attorney 
Danilo Anderson ten years ago, as well as the hundreds of rural 
leaders that have been assassinated by paramilitary mercenaries 
hired by the large landowners, have only fed the determination 
of the Venezuelan people. They know that their Bolivarian 
government, no matter how besieged and no matter how big the  
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problems, is a government on their side, not on the side of the 
powerful elites and their foreign owners that have never in 
Venezuelan history sided with the poor or the nation’s best 
interest.  

 As the crowds wound their slow way towards the cemetery 
where Robert Serra and María Herrera were to be buried, the 
ubiquitous cry that was heard at every step was: “Justice! 
Justice! We want justice!” The Venezuelan authorities dare not 
ignore this clamor.   

 (María Páez Victor, Ph.D. is a Venezuelan born sociologist 
living in Canada). http://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/ 

[i] https://e1-
mg6.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=e6ep72f5h1fr1#_ednref1  
Carlos Fazio, “Violencia y terrorismo son ejes de la nueva fase de 
desetabilización subversiva”, Resumen Latinoamericano, 2 octubre 
2014, www.resumenlatinoamericano.org. 
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