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WE’RE ON THE BRINK? AGAIN? 
Egypt…Ukraine…Cuba – Connecting the Dots! 
PART 2 

By David Abramowitz 

At first glance one wouldn’t usually make a connection between the above nations. But there is a 
profound common characteristic which I don’t think has been made to date – PNAC! 

 PNAC, Project for a New American Century, was a think-tank strategy developed in 1997 to 
“guarantee” U.S. hegemony (dominance) in the 21st century; it evolved till 2006. Initially posted on 
the web it has since been removed but much reference material is still available [1]. 

 Cuba you ask? Recall recent reports that “USAID” had developed a digital social medium 
specifically for Cuba similar to “twitter” called ZunZuneo; when its Cuban smart-phone subscribers 
reached a “critical mass”, its intent was to “introduce political content aimed at inspiring Cubans to 
organize ‘smart mobs’ – mass gatherings called at a moment’s notice that might trigger a Cuban 
Spring”, or, as one USAID document put it, “renegotiate the balance of power between the state and 
society [2].” 

 Seem familiar? The Arab Spring was a people’s protest against oppressive rule, for which social 
media were used to rally the citizenry. Shortly thereafter it was not controlled by legitimate civil 
society but overtaken by other oppressive forces. Similarly, in Ukraine, the Maidan demonstrators, 
originally justifiably disgruntled students and professors, lawfully demonstrated against the repressive 
rule of an oligarchical government (albeit a democratically elected one) under which they were 
suffering. Enter additional demonstrators, many with dangerous right-wing loyalties in Svoboda (the 
Social Nationalist Party), and some members of the openly fascist Pravy Sektor – the ultra-right party 
of neo-Nazis complete with the “heil” salute, swastikas, SS insignias and other fascist iconography 
plus a “slaughter all Russians and Jews” mentality.  

 The massacres of innocent civilians in Kyiv subsequently occurred in other regions with large 
Russian-oriented populations. Meanwhile our western media reported “the invasion of Russian 
troops”. In our Spring UJPO News we published the Russian account of the huge number of troops 
already in Crimea by mutual agreement between both countries. Clearly the news transmitted by 
Russian media is biased in its favour; but some on-the-spot videos of the violence which it broadcasts 
speak for themselves [3]. Given the proliferation of unofficial/amateur videos which were/are posted on 
the Web, to my knowledge, no one has yet photographed any Russians in the midst of invading 
Ukraine’s borders. But Press TV, on the web, broadcast video of U.S. uniformed Blackwater 
mercenaries in Donetsk a week before the elections of the new president [4]. The quickly arranged 
referenda in “Russophone” regions indicated that the banning of the use and teaching of Russian by the 
Ukrainian government was the last straw. While some question their legitimacy, no one can deny this 
disenfranchisement was “the straw that broke the camel’s back” and the desperation to be independent 
from it. 

 The unelected, U.S. approved/appointed “interim government” served ignobly till the election of 
self-made candy magnate, Petro Poroshenko (campaigning as an independent with known European 
leanings): his one-round victory was none-the-less definitive. Many were surprised by his authorizing 
continuation of the murderous campaign against the so-called separatists [5]. Before there is stability we 
can anticipate many twists in this historical saga such as Wikileaks’ disclosure that Poroshenko was a 
US informant [6].  (continued on Page 10) 
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 
FROM HAMILTON 

An Afternoon with Hamilton’s UJPO Community 

By Gail McCabe 

There is a lively group of UJPO members, friends and family 
living in Hamilton who meet on a monthly basis for potluck 
brunches, schmoozing, and sharing thoughts and experiences on 
a range of topics. Toronto UJPO members are also welcome and 
often attend, enriching our group. Our first meeting was held on 
Sunday, April 7 at the home of Lyn Center. We must thank Lyn 
for opening the door so we could meet each other and continue 
to meet in the following months. 

 On March 30, 2014, our get-together was held in the 
awesome party room of Ruth Levkoe’s condominium apartment. 
We began with a lunch, greetings and chat. Lunch was followed 
by viewing an Academy Award nominee in the Best 
Documentary Feature category, The Gatekeepers, a film by Dror 
Moreh.  The film was compelling given the substance. I am 
including the short synopsis from the film’s Press Kit, which is 
available for download from The Gatekeepers Facebook page 
(http://www.thegatekeepersfilm.com/). 

Short Synopsis 
 For the first time ever, six former heads of Israel’s domestic 
secret service agency, the Shin Bet, share their insights and 
reflect publicly on their actions and decisions. Since the Six Day 
War in 1967, Israel has failed to transform its crushing military 
victory into a lasting peace.  

 Throughout that entire period, these heads of the Shin Bet 
stood at the centre of Israel’s decision-making process in all 
matters pertaining to security. They worked closely with every 
Israeli prime minister, and their assessments and insights had – 
and continue to have – a profound impact on Israeli policy.  

 The Gatekeepers offers their exclusive account of their 
successes and failures. In the process, it sheds light on the 
controversy surrounding the Occupation in the aftermath of the 
Six Day War. 

Sharing Our Thoughts and Insights 
 A lively discussion followed the viewing of the 
documentary, providing us an opportunity to hear competing 
voices; to extract the significance of the film and a fuller 
understanding of the complex impasse between Israel and the 
Palestinians.  

 As I listened to others and shared my own thoughts, my 
appreciation for the film increased. In its clarity and honesty, the 
film provides both an indictment of the political situation in 
Israel as well as the actions of Shin Bet from the words of the 
leaders. It also pointed to the political positioning of the leading 
parties in the approach to a peaceful solution. The film suggests 
that the failure to find a peaceful solution that would allow both 

groups to live in harmony is grounded in those political 
positions. 

 In this way, the film charges the viewer to consider the 
issues and options that might produce a resolution to what seems 
to be an insoluble situation. In conclusion, I came away with a 
sense of awe and satisfaction having been challenged by the film 
and the discussion.  

P.S. In May, another “schmooze and nosh” was held where 
Gloria Geller spoke about her trip to the Ukraine in 2011 to 
research her family history. She included a very interesting 
history of the Jews in that part of the world. – Lyn Center 

FROM WINNIPEG 
By Louise Waldman 

Our annual Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Memorial Concert and 
Lecture was held April 28, with 100 people participating.  
Emceed expertly by Michael Etkin, the theme of this year’s 
event was the role of women in the uprising. The North End 
Jewish Folk Choir chose songs highlighting the role of women 
in the struggle against fascism and the Nazis. Professor 
Catherine Chatterly provided an overview of the Jewish museum 
in Warsaw, which tells the 1000-year history of Jews in Poland.  

 Finally, our annual BBQ and wind-up was held on June 24, 
a social-political gathering. This year’s BBQ was both a 
celebration of our work during the year and an “A-Dora-Fest” – 
honouring Dora Rosenbaum for her lifetime’s work in UJPO and 
for initiating the North End Jewish Folk Choir, keeping choir 
members motivated and booked into performances. UJPO 
member Harriet Zaidman and Cecil Rosner led a discussion on 
the current situation in Ukraine and provided insights gleaned 
from their 2012 trip to Odessa and Lviv  

Forum on Changing Immigration Laws 

By Harriet Zaidman 

Ed. note: This article will appear in the July/August issue of 
Outlook Magazine.  

A child reaches up, rattling on a gate painted with the iconic 
Canadian maple leaf. The caption – “Would You Have Let Me 
In?” – captures the feeling of frustration and despair of would-be 
immigrants and refugees to Canada today.  

 Many people who live in Canada now wouldn’t have been 
able to get past the gatekeepers if they had to deal with the 
restrictions and higher language standards imposed by the 
Balanced Refugee Reform Act and the Protecting Canada’s 
Immigration System Act (Bill C-31), two pieces of legislation 
enacted by the federal government in December 2012. 

 That’s according to members of Immigration Matters in 
Canada Coalition, who addressed a gathering of about 25 people 
at a forum organized by the United Jewish People’s Order in 
Winnipeg on April 6. “By the end of 2012 there were 20,440 or 
so refugee claims filed in Canada,” said Bashir Kahn, a 
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Winnipeg immigration and refugee lawyer, but “by the end of 
2013 there were only 10,000.”  

 Changes to the refugee claim procedure mean that the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration identifies regions as 
priority locations for resettlement. Tibetans in India and 
Egyptian Christians were selected without consulting 
organizations that have sponsored refugees. A global cap has 
been put on the numbers of refugees, leaving people trying to 
escape strife in Africa and other conflict areas without hope of 
being approved. Announcements from then Immigration 
Minister James Kenney, that 1300 refugees would be accepted 
from Syria in 2013, have proven hollow; so far only one family 
has been resettled.  

 The immigration system has now expanded the age group 
that must pass knowledge tests about Canadian history and also 
display a stronger grasp of English from 18-54 to 14-64. These 
requirements are particularly difficult for women, according to 
Louise Simbandumwe, a founding member of Immigration 
Matters. Many women have been denied education in their 
countries of origin. When they arrive in Canada they often stay 
home to care for the family and cannot access English-language 
and other courses to allow them to succeed to the level the 
federal government demands.   

 Immigrants and refugees are among the most vulnerable, 
said Dorota Blumczynska, executive director of the Immigrant 
and Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba. The federal 
government has begun using inflammatory language to portray 
immigrants and refugees as pariahs on the Canadian social 
system. Blumczynska cited a statement by a spokesman for the 
minister who claimed applicants are demanding Canadian 
citizens “foot the bill for gold-plated health-care coverage for 
illegal immigrants and bogus asylum claimants that is better than 
what even Canadian seniors receive”.  Jason Kenney described 
refugee claimants as “queue jumpers who scam their way into 
Canada”. These statements are intended to justify the cuts to the 
system, Blumczynska said, and have never had any basis in fact.  

 Refugees are now processed through the system in 90 days 
or less, Khan said, even though many people need longer than 
that to get documents to support their claims. Single adjudicators 
hear their cases and rejections are almost impossible to appeal. 
People are being deported back to dangerous situations, he said. 
Even refugees with sponsors cannot hope for acceptance. Since 
last May, 158 sponsored refugees in Winnipeg have had their 
applications refused. 

 Family reunification was formerly an important part of the 
immigration program. Nearly half of the adults, including 
grandparents, quickly gained employment, and 30% contributed 
to society by taking care of households, enabling other family 
members to work. Despite these statistics, Kenney said that 
grandparents come to Canada to collect welfare, an “abuse of 
Canada’s generosity”. 

 Cindy Coker, a member of the Coalition and the moderator 
for the panel discussion, acknowledged that there have always 

been challenges to the immigration system. “It’s just that there 
have been so many more attacks with Bill C-31,” she said. 
“We’re just trying to help people to understand, in a climate 
where so many other cuts are happening.”  

FROM VANCOUVER 
By Carl Rosenberg 

As I write, Vancouver UJPOnik (and Outlook Managing Editor) 
Sylvia Friedman just got back from a well-deserved holiday in 
Germany and Israel. In the latter country, she visited relatives 
and also spent time in Jerusalem with fellow UJPOniks Ronnee 
Jaeger and Sam Blatt. She also took part in two demonstrations 
against the occupation – one was the weekly demonstration held 
by Women in Black, and the other, also a weekly demonstration,  
took place in the East Jerusalem Palestinian neighbourhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah (see photo below).  

 
UJPO Vancouver Member Sylvia Friedman at Sheikh Jarrah 

Photo by Sam Blatt 

 The Peretz Centre in Vancouver continues to be the venue 
for many absorbing events and activities of interest to UJPO 
members in particular and the secular Jewish community in 
general. One of the main ones, of course, is the publication of 
Outlook, which Sylvia and I (and many others) are active on. 

 In addition, the Peretz Community Seyder on April 19 
featured an excellent meal and Hagode, and best of all, stirring 
renditions by the Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir. However, some 
of my favourite events take place as part of two programs which 
are almost like literary or cultural (and sometimes political) 
salons. One of them is the Sholem Aleichem Seniors (SAS) 
group, which meets on Friday mornings, and which has featured 
some excellent speakers, especially since Gyda Chud began 
coordinating. Several times I’ve had a chance to listen to my old 
prof., Derek Carr, whose field is Spanish literature, culture and 
history. He spoke recently on “In the Footsteps of Velazquez,” 
about the 17th-century Spanish painter Diego Velazquez, and 
again on “In the Footsteps of Dali,” about his trip to Cataluña, 
the region of Spain where the famous surrealist painter was 
from. 
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 Two members of the Vancouver Outlook Collective have 
also made recent excellent presentations at the SAS. Outlook 
Associate Editor Martha Roth, an accomplished writer and editor 
in her own right, introduced us to the work of the American 
Jewish writer Grace Paley, who was also a friend of Martha’s. 
Martha read from her stories, and recounted memorable 
anecdotes about her life. Also, Marion Pollack, a retired postal 
worker and long-time activist in the union and women’s 
movements, filled us in on Canada Post’s “Five Point Plan” 
which amounts to dismantling door-to-door delivery (the first 
government in the world to do so), and emphasized the need to 
fight back. 

 The second program has even more of a cozy, salon-like 
atmosphere – our Fraytik tsu Nakht secular Shabbes dinner, with 
wine, candles, khallah, readings and group singing, followed by 
a potluck dinner and a guest speaker or presentation. I especially 
enjoyed three recent events: Faith Jones, librarian, teacher of 
library science, and Yiddish scholar and translator, with an 
encyclopedic knowledge of all these subjects, spoke about the 
history of Yiddish in Winnipeg. Joel Bakan, author, filmmaker 
(of the book and movie The Corporation) and law professor, 
spoke about his new book,  Childhood Under Siege: How Big 
Business Targets Children. 

 The third SAS feature which I liked was a showing of the 
film Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy, which gave a rich 
evocation of its subject, with interviews, documentary footage, 
and songs from shows ranging from South Pacific to Fiddler on 
the Roof to Cabaret. 

 All these events are among the most vital programs in the 
Jewish and broader community, and I wish they reached a wider 
audience. It makes me wonder what other treasures exist in 
Vancouver (and elsewhere), under our nose. 

Ed. Note: See UJPO News, May 2011, for a description of 
weekly demonstrations, including the one in Sheikh Jarrah: 
http://www.ujpo.org/files/UJPONewsletter/May%202011%20special%
20issue.pdf 

FROM TORONTO 
By Julia Barnett, President, UJPO-Toronto 

As we enter the summer season, there is a myriad of activities 
and events in which UJPO-Toronto is actively engaging. On 
May 20th, UJPO-Toronto co-sponsored a forum with 
Independent Jewish Voices (IJV), at which Max Blumenthal 
spoke on his new book Goliath: Life and Loathing in Greater 
Israel, to well over 80 people. He addressed the topic of the 
ongoing conflict and lack of a resolution in Palestine/Israel by 
bringing forward his phenomenal research and eye-witness 
accounts and analysis of the Israeli state. 

 Several UJPO members participated in this year’s Congress 
of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO) annual conference from 
May 23-26 held in Cleveland, Ohio, where there were multiple 
workshops, cultural and art sessions. UJPO members Henry 
Lowi and Max Wallace delivered workshops on the films 

Matzpen and Shmelvis: Searching for the King’s Jewish Roots, 
respectively, which were well-received. All who participated 
from Toronto enjoyed their exchanges with the broader CSJO 
community. 

 Our Shule year has come to an end and this year’s B’nai 
Mitzvah class held its ceremony on June 7th. The students 
presented their excellent research projects on Marc Chagall, 
Albert Einstein and Activism in Music, and performed several 
musical ensemble pieces. We give mazl tov to all the families 
celebrating this year. As well, we give many thanks to Frances 
Handlarski, our Shule’s Education Director and B’nai Mitzvah 
teacher and Maxine Hermolin, for their commitment and 
dedication to ensure that the program runs smoothly and is well- 
organized.  

 We will also proudly be participating in World Pride events 
in June in Toronto! 

 As we move into the warm and hopefully sunny summer, 
our Camp Naivelt community has planned a summer filled  with 
bagel brunches, aqua-fit classes, a music camp (July 27th-
August 2nd ), a Spanish camp (Aug. 11th -15th), and many more 
activities at our summer home. This year we will also host a 
Tribute to Pete Seeger, with a Peace Tea, Concert and 
Hootenanny on Sunday August 3rd, 2014!  

CSJO Conference – May 2014 
By Barbara Blaser 

CSJO stands for the “Congress of Secular Jewish Organi-
zations”. It is a collection of affiliated groups and individuals 
throughout North America, and helps to provide a collective 
voice, common bond, and support for each community, group, 
organization and school amongst its affiliates like UJPO. 

 This year the CSJO Conference was held at the Ursuline 
College in Cleveland, Ohio. The theme for the conference was 
“Jews in the Arts”.  

 The weekend began on Friday night with dinner and an 
Oneg Shabbat/Oneg Shabbes conducted by the Youth from 
Philadelphia. Following was a tribute to Pete Seeger and we 
sang many of the songs made well known by Pete over his 
career. There was also a short history of Pete’s life and then 
many people who had had experiences related to Pete told their 
stories. It was interesting to hear the many different experiences 
people had. 

 The workshops were all very interesting and inviting, but it 
was only possible to attend some of them. Roy Berko gave a 
workshop on “Fiddler on the Roof – A Cultural or Universal 
Musical?” This was very well attended and a great deal of 
animated discussion took place. Roy is extremely 
knowledgeable as he has been in the theatre world since the age 
of four, and comes from a family with a theatre and musical 
background.   

 Our own Henry Lowi had planned to present a film called 
Madrid Before Hanita. Unfortunately, due to a problem with 
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delivery, he was unable to show this film.  However, he did 
bring other films and the attendees were very willing to see one 
of the other films which was chosen by the group. We are all 
still interested in seeing the original film once it can be located. 

 The entertainment for Saturday evening was presented by a 
group from Cleveland: a selection of Jewish holiday songs. It 
was well done and wonderful to listen to all the songs we have 
known for years, but presented in slightly different 
arrangements. 

 Sunday morning we attended the CSJO Board meeting with 
the existing and new board members. The new members to the 
Board were welcomed and the usual business was conducted.   

 There were more workshops in the afternoon and another 
Toronto UJPO member, Max Wallace, presented the film 
Shmelvis: Searching for the King’s Jewish Roots. It was a well-
attended workshop and Max, who directed the film, was well 
received. 

 There were many workshops to attend and wonderful people 
to converse with during the weekend. As Henry Lowi said when 
he attended the conference in 2013, “This was one of our best 
kept secrets.” It really is not a secret as we talk about it every 
year, and every one of our members should seriously consider 
attending the conference. It makes you feel part of a much larger 
and welcoming community. Once you do go, you will be hooked 
and want to attend the next one. Watch the newsletters and 
check out when the next conference will take place and where, 
and plan to attend!!!  

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl Tov: 

The book which Sylvia Lustgarten and Sam Blatt participated in 
translating from Yiddish, Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers, 
has been awarded a Helen and Stan Vine Canadian Jewish Book 
Award for a work related to Yiddish. The award ceremony was 
held at the Toronto Reference Library on May 27, 2014. 

To Max Wallace, whose book Muhammad Ali’s Greatest Fight: 
Cassius Clay vs. the United States of America, was made into a 
Hollywood movie, directed by Stephen Frears, and premiered at 
the Cannes Film Festival in 2013. The book covers Muhammad 
Ali’s long battle against the US government over his stand 
against the Vietnam War. 

Barbara Blaser and Henry Lowi have been chosen to represent 
the UJPO on the Board of the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations. 

Winnipeg member Lee Ann Block has two new reasons to be 
happy – her daughter gave birth to twins last month. 

Welcome Back: 

Maxine Hermolin and Sylvia Friedman, who took a week-long 
cruise along the Danube. Sylvia also visited relatives and friends 

in Berlin and Israel, including a visit to Sam Blatt and Ronnee 
Jaeger in Jerusalem. 

Henry Lowi who travelled in Poland for a week. 

Sol Hermolin who travelled to Poland and recently presented a 
talk to Toronto’s Yiddish Vinkl, entitled “Looking for My Roots”. 

Condolences: 

Louisa (Leah) Greenwald Segal passed away on June 10th, 
2014. She was Shlomit Segal’s mother, Lev Jaeger’s mother-in-
law and Zohar’s grandmother. 

To the family of Edith Pike, who passed away on June 15th. 
Edith was a long-time member of UJPO. 

POETRY & SONG 
Contributed by Dan Meaney 

Mary Brooksbank was born in Aberdeen in 1897 and grew 
up in Dundee. Like most other girls at the time, she left school at 
twelve years of age and began working in Dundee’s booming 
Jute Mill industry. The success of the first strike she was 
involved in, at the age of fourteen, gave her a taste both of what 
could be achieved and where the lines of struggle were drawn 
between employers and employees. She joined the Communist 
Party in 1920, quickly becoming an active member and spending 
spells in prison for her resistance, before finally being expelled 
from the party for her uncompromising stance on women’s 
rights issues and her disillusionment with the Soviet Union.  

The poetry and songs she began to write later in her life 
lyrically reflected working class life and struggle in Dundee at 
the time. This song recently became the first women’s verse to be 
etched into the walls of the Scottish Parliament. Her other oft-
quoted and slightly more candid phrase is less likely to appear 
any time soon: "I have never had any personal ambitions. I have 
but one: to make my contribution to destroy the capitalist 
system.” 
Oh, dear me, the mill’s gaen fast, 
The puir wee shifters canna get a rest, 
Shiftin’ bobbins coorse and fine, 
They fairly mak’ ye work for your ten and nine. 

Oh, dear me, I wish the day was done, 
Rinnin’ up and doon the Pass is nae fun 
Shiftin’, piecin’, spinnin’ warp, weft and twine, 
Tae feed and cled my bairnie affen ten and nine. 

Oh, dear me, the world is ill-divided, 
Them that work the hardest are aye the least provided, 
I maun bide contented, dark days or fine, 
There’s no much pleasure living affen ten and nine. 

MAILING ANNOUNCEMENT 
UJPO News is available on our website: UJPO.org. We will mail a 

paper version of UJPO News only to people who express such 
preference to us via email: ujpo.office@gmail.com OR 

info@winchevskycentre.org OR by mail to: UJPO,  
585 Cranbrooke Ave., Toronto, ON M6A 2X9.  
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YIDDISH 
This Day in Jewish History 

A Leading Yiddish Labour Agitator in New York  
Is Born 

By David B. Green, Mar. 28, 2014, Haaretz 

March 28, 1886 is the birth date of Clara Lemlich Shavelson, a 
Yiddish-speaking labor leader and social activist, who spent 
nearly all of her long life fighting for social justice. Even at the 
Jewish old-age home where she spent her final years, Shavelson 
organized the maintenance staff. 

 Clara Lemlich was born in the village of Gorodok, in 
western Ukraine. As her family was subject to significant 
institutional anti-Semitism – the town school, for example, 
would not admit Jews – she was not permitted to speak Russian 
at home. Nonetheless, Clara secretly taught herself to read and 
write Russian, found work sewing buttonholes, and also writing 
letters for illiterate neighbors, to earn the money to buy herself 
books. These she kept hidden at home; once, when her father, 
who owned a grocery store, discovered her collection, he burned 
all her books. 

 Following the devastating Kishinev pogroms in 1903, the 
Lemlich family left the Russian empire, making its way to the 
United States by way of England. They settled in New York’s 
Lower East Side in 1905, and within a week of their arrival, 
Clara had found work in a tailor shop. A passion for learning, 
however, remained a constant, and after a 12-hour day, she 
would stop at the free library on East Broadway for books. Her 
goal was to attend medical school. 

 Lemlich had become a convert to socialism even before 
leaving Eastern Europe; once in New York, she quickly became 
involved in labor-union activity. Within two years, she had 
founded Local 25 of the International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, and was organizing strikes at tailoring shops in the city. 

 Clara Lemlich entered the public eye on November 22, 
1909, at a meeting of shirtwaist makers in New York. After one 
labor leader after another, including American Federation of 
Labor head Samuel Gompers addressed the crowd at the Cooper 
Union college without endorsing any real action, she mounted 
the stage and declared, in Yiddish: “I have no further patience 
for talk. I am one of those who suffers from the abuses described 
here, and I move that we go on a general strike.” 

 Her words galvanized the crowd, which approved a strike, 
its members raising their hands to pledge their loyalty to the 
cause, lest “this hand wither from the arm I now raise.” 

 Lemlich was on the picket line every day of the strike, 
which continued until February 10 – even after she was attacked 
and suffered six broken ribs, and despite being arrested 17 times. 
But when work resumed, she found herself blacklisted, at which 
point she turned her energies to the women’s suffrage 
movement. 

 After marrying printer and union activist Joe Shavelson, in 
1913, and moving to Brooklyn, Lemlich devoted herself to 
raising their three children. But her activism continued: Rent 
strikes against gouging landlords, bread strikes and butcher 
strikes, demonstrations and sit-ins about the need for more 
public housing and more schools. Later, she campaigned against 
nuclear proliferation. 

 She joined the American Communist Party, and in the 
1950s, had her passport revoked after she visited the Soviet 
Union. When her husband became ill, and in 1951, died, 
Lemlich returned to the garment trade, working for another nine 
years, until her retirement. 

 Because of a technicality related to the number of 
consecutive years she had worked in the industry, Lemlich was 
denied a pension from the ILGWU, the union she had done so 
much to promote – although she was eventually awarded two 
honorary stipends. 

 In 1960, Lemlich remarried, and when her second husband, 
Abraham Goldman, died, in 1967, she moved to Los Angeles, 
where her children lived. There, at the Jewish Home for the 
Aged, she encouraged the orderlies to unionize, and convinced 
the home’s management to join the United Farm Workers in its 
boycott of lettuce and grapes. 

 Clara Lemlich Shavelson died on July 12, 1982, at age 96.  
http://www.haaretz.com/news/features/this-day-in-jewish-
history/.premium-1.582475# 

CANADA 
Honouring Canadian Labour Achievements 
By David Abramowitz 

May Day 2014 marked 69 years since Windsor’s Ford workers 
demanded union recognition, mandatory dues check-offs and 
union membership of all bargaining unit workers. To foil the 
police threat to force the picket line open, the workers parked 
their cars blocking the entrance; their cars, parked on all 
surrounding streets, blocked traffic for 20 miles around the plant. 

 After 99 days of picketing the Union accepted a 
Federal/Provincial government proposal to end the strike with 
binding arbitration by arbitrator Justice Ivan Rand. As John 
William’s graphic below says, Justice Rand resolved the stand-
off; compulsory dues check-off was introduced though union 
membership wasn’t necessary, wild-cat “strikes” during a 
contract were not acceptable, and strike votes had to be by secret 
ballot. The Rand Formula thus became the basis for labour 
relations in Canada. The provisions are part of the labour code in 
many provinces and are practised throughout the country.  

 No challenges of the “Formula” have succeeded under our 
1982 Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The Supreme Court’s 
2007 decision on B.C. Health Services further strengthened 
Union Rights by making the right to bargain collectively a  
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Graphic created by John Williams 

Charter Right. Thus U.S. “Right to Work” (For Less) legislation 
is unlikely to stand a Charter Challenge in Canada and workers 
are protected from “free-loaders” enjoying the fruits of Union 
efforts without paying for their representation. Clearly this 
wasn’t understood by the now former Ontario Progressive 
Conservative leader, Tim Hudak, whose “Right to Work” policy 
wasn’t accepted by some in his own caucus, let alone by life-
long P.C. members/supporters who voted selectively.  

USA 
Israel Is Facing a Backlash in America 
By Rami G. Khouri, April 2, 2014, Information Clearing House.  
Consider two incidents that occurred in the past few days in the 
United States and you should start to grasp the elements of a 
slow, subtle but steady and important shift that is taking place in 
the country. 

 It is happening in that arena where pro-Israeli and pro-
Palestinian sentiments are being expressed in public and seek to 
influence American government policy, media and even the 
decisions of churches and non-government organizations such as 
student and professional groups. 

 In Las Vegas, three likely Republican presidential 
candidates addressed the Republican Jewish Coalition, basically 
a bank account for wildly pro-Israel candidates run by the casino 
magnate Sheldon Adelson. They leaped, howled and virtually 
stripped naked in proclaiming their endless love for Israel and 
Zionism, hoping to get hundreds of millions of dollars that 
Adelson will offer Republicans who are sufficiently pro-Israeli 
and might have a chance at winning the presidency. 

 Among these candidates are Governor John Kasich of Ohio, 
Governor Scott Walker of Wisconsin and Governor Chris 

Christie of New Jersey. Christie apparently went for the Buffoon 
of the Year Award. After he had accurately referred to the 
Palestinian West Bank as the “occupied territories,” he 
apologized in person to Adelson the next day for using this 
expression. Rabid Zionists prefer to call the West Bank part of 
the historic Land of Israel, or, at best, a “disputed” territory. 

 This is a routine spectacle in the United States, and it has 
been going on for decades. It spikes to new levels of shameful 
political pandering when national elections approach. Yet 
powerful pro-Zionist groups and individuals that have 
traditionally shaped much of the discussion and official 
American policy on Palestine and Israel are suddenly finding 
themselves increasingly challenged in public. Consequently, 
their influence is slowly being reduced to a shrinking body of 
Americans that is primarily composed of politicians in 
Washington, who are most susceptible to the pressures that 
extremist Zionists can exert, and who are also most in need of 
funds to run their campaigns. 

 At the same time as this was going on, a group called 
Students for Justice in Palestine followed the established 
procedures and received permission to hang a banner at the 
entrance to Columbia University’s Barnard College in New 
York City, calling for justice in Palestine. The next day, after 
protests by pro- Israel groups, the university president ordered 
the banner taken down. In the past, the story would have ended 
there. This time, however, it did not, because Students for 
Justice in Palestine activists followed up with a campaign of 
articles in the local media, and they continue using social media 
to challenge what they saw as the pro- Israel bias of the 
administration. 

 This new tendency to stand up to pro-Israel fanatics in the 
U.S. reflects expanding global moves by governments, labor 
unions and others to boycott Israeli government or private 
institutions colonizing and exploiting Palestinian lands and 
communities. For the first time on a large scale, it is now more 
acceptable in mainstream American society to discuss Israeli 
behavior in public, assess whether Israel is acting justly or 
criminally and propose measures to force Israeli compliance 
with the rule of law and ethical international norms of behavior.  

Rami G. Khouri is published twice weekly by The Daily Star 
(Lebanon). Edited/shortened for publication. 
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38137.htm 

MIDDLE EAST 
Nabi Samwil – Caught Between a Rock  
and a Hard Place – Literally 
By Sam Blatt 
We had heard of and seen individual Palestinian houses or other 
structures over the years, that were trapped between the 
separation wall and another barrier (to them), such as a “settlers-
only” road. The resolution of these ridiculous situations created 
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by Israel was never satisfactory. The residents are cut off from 
their village, from their fields, and require permits to enter or 
exit Israel, to enter the West Bank, or visit their extended family. 
(The obvious question and catch-22 is “How can they apply for a 
permit without having a permit to leave their caged area”??!!) 

 Nabi Samwil (“Prophet Samuel”, Nabi being close to the 
Hebrew word for prophet, “navi”) is just such a village, enclosed 
on the Israeli side of the separation wall on one side, and by the 
boundaries of Jerusalem on the other side. The residents’ 
problem is, of course, that they do not have “blue cards”, which 
would give them Israeli residency and therefore permission to 
work in Israel. 

 At the same time, they cannot enter the West Bank easily, as 
the entry/exit routes for passage through the wall are winding, 
long, and a travail to traverse. So, Nabi Samwil residents 
scrounge for survival, by growing what they can in plots close to 
their houses, or by sometimes risking fines or jail through 
entering Jerusalem to look for work, or by running whatever 
minor “businesses” they can manage. Two examples of 
“businesses” we witnessed: 

Car wash: Lest you imagine a car wash of our western design, I 
will describe it more fully: A car wash is a hose, a vacuum 
cleaner, rags, and two or three young energetic male car-
washers. We saw two car washes – one “at the bottom of the 
hill”, another at the “top of the hill”. Since, as I described, Nabi 
Samwil is on the Israeli side of the fence, bordering Jerusalem, 
Israelis who come to visit the burial site of the Prophet Samuel 
are their customers. However, it’s not as though there is a line-
up of customers waiting to pass through to have their car 
washed.  

 As we were drinking tea with out host (more later), his son 
came running – the border police were confiscating the 
equipment of the car wash. We ran down to “observe”. The 
border police (mishmar ha’gvul) have a reputation for violence 
and “nasty”. Though we had been to many demonstrations that 
turned violent – tear gas, water cannon, horses – there was 
always a large number of demonstrators, mostly Jewish Israeli, 
which provided the proverbial “safety in numbers”. Here we 
were few – our hosts Eid Baraqat.and his wife, young daughter, 
and two sons, and our friends who are now involved with 
campaigning for some meaningful and fair solution for the 
villagers’ rights, and the two of us. We watched helplessly as the 
police carried off the meager equipment, not responding to any 
attempts at conversation or questions. That was the end of this 
car wash!  

Horse rides: The above “car wash” was close to the entrance of 
what will soon be a national park. Here we witnessed another 
source of “livelihood”. The temporary parking lot is filled with 
the cars of Orthodox Jewish families, visiting the archeological 
site. One of Eid’s sons gives horseback rides for a fee to willing 
visitors. We did not ask how much he charges, but one can 
imagine the desperation to earn some money. So it is a sad sight 
to see a young man who should ideally be working at a more 
meaningful job, leading a horse carrying a child with kippa and 

earlocks. It is an even odder and sadder sight to see a haredi 
young man, dressed in traditional black suit and black hat, 
earlocks and tsitsit flowing, also being led around the lot, on a 
horse. For these Orthodox Jewish families it is a lark; for the 
Nabi Samwil families it is a meager source of necessary income. 

 The Nabi Samuel National Park will be one of the largest 
national parks in the West Bank. Most of the village lands (of 
Nabi Samwil) are included, and the site of the original homes, 
destroyed in 1971, is being turned into an archeological tourist 
attraction. 

 The village sat on top of a hillside – a strategic location for 
military positions. (In the 11th century, the Crusaders first 
viewed Jerusalem from Nabi Samwil, and during WWI Turkish 
and British armies fought over this site.) Israel lost the battle for 
the site on April 22, 1948.  

 Until 1967, over 1,000 people lived in the village. Most fled 
during the Six Day War. In 1971, the village was demolished by 
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) and its residents were evacuated 
to an area near the east of the hill. Today, about 250 residents 
live there. In 1995, the site was declared a national park, with an 
area of approximately 865 acres The park boundaries encompass 
the archaeological site, the residents’ homes, and agricultural 
lands that belong to them. The site has been identified with the 
Biblical settlement of “Mitzpah,” described as the location 
where the prophet Samuel gathered the people (I Samuel 7: 5-6) 
(though this association has not been proven, as no remnants 
from the 11th century BCE, the time of the prophet Samuel, 
have been found at the site). Nevertheless, the earliest traditions 
about the Prophet Samuel’s burial at this site can be traced to the 
Byzantine period, a tradition that probably became firmly 
established during the Crusader period. (There is a traditional 
belief that Samuel’s grave and the nearby spring, known as 
Hannah’s Spring, have healing powers for women experiencing 
infertility. Hence a nearby sign that read “No Swimming”, has 
been modified with magic marker to read “No Swimming 
Naked”, as young men would take advantage of the mostly 
hidden spring to avail themselves of the cool water – and its 
healing power!)  

 Archaeological excavations have been carried out in recent 
years out at the Nabi Samwil antiquities site. Some of the 
remains are structures and installations from the destroyed 
Palestinian village, built on top of earlier remains. Sadly, as with 
many occupied people, some of the excavators are themselves 
residents of the village. In the unfortunate situation that resulted, 
in order to survive economically, residents are excavating their 
own original village and removing some of its last remnants… 
working together with archaeologists to build a tourist site at the 
location of their destroyed village  

 The declaration of the site as a national park creates a 
situation in which the lands remain in the possession of their 
owners, but any activity in the declared area requires the 
approval of the Nature and Parks Authority. New construction, 
adding to existing buildings, cultivating agricultural lands and 
shepherding require permission from the authorities. Such 
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requests are most often refused, on the grounds that they threaten 
to damage the national park and the antiquities. Even a 
temporary goat pen which we saw, donated by the French 
government and erected on developed land, is slated for 
demolition; residents who planted olive and fruit trees on their 
private lands received written orders to uproot them. The 
residents are prevented from conducting their lives in a 
reasonable manner, even though most of their activities do not 
involve harm to the antiquities or to the unique flora, the excuse 
given by the authorities for refusing to allow any modifications, 
even on private land. In the extreme, even a fence around a 
garden was ordered to be removed! It is almost impossible to 
appeal the decisions of these authorities using normal legal 
routes. 

 Eid Baraqat was a child at the time of the residents’ eviction 
in 1971; he returned to live in his father’s house in 2006, after 
living for nine years in the villages of al-Jib and Beit Iksa. He 
knows that residents will not be permitted to return to their 
homes in the area of the antiquities, but he thinks that at least 
they should be allowed to build on their lands. The picture he 
paints clearly reflects how Israeli policy leaves the villagers with 
no options: they are prevented from entering Israel and working 
in Jerusalem because they are considered West Bank residents; 
on the other hand, access to the West Bank, and even the nearby 
villages of al-Jib and Beit Iksa, requires lengthy travel on bypass 
roads. 

 “Nowhere in the world have I heard of a prohibition against 
planting trees on your own land. I know that it’s forbidden to cut 
trees down, but planting?” says Eid. He has received orders to 
cut down the fruit trees he planted on the private lands in his 
ownership. He tried several times to make use of the land in his 
possession near the entrance to the antiquities site in order to 
earn his livelihood. He opened a car wash, (to which I referred at 
the start of this article) which was closed by the Civil 
Administration; a paid parking area that he established was also 
closed. The opening of stores and even vending carts selling 
food, souvenirs and drinks is forbidden. Eid claims that he wants 
to apply for a business licence, but past experience indicates that 
the Civil Administration and Nature and Parks Authority have 
no intention of allowing it. In other words, the opportunity to 
take advantage of the last remaining resource, i.e. tourism, 
mostly Orthodox Jews, is also denied to the residents. And, as 
noted earlier, the separation wall, built in 2005/6, partially 
within the boundaries of the national park, and the blockage of 
roads that lead directly to the nearby villages, make connection 
to the West Bank even more difficult than it has been in the past. 

 The Israeli authorities combine the archaeological site with 
religious tradition, and grant freedom of worship to Jews and 
Muslims at the site. However, an unbalanced picture of Jewish-
Arab coexistence is created. This lack of balance manifests in 
the fact that the Muslims were forcibly evicted from their homes, 
they are not allowed to build and develop their village, their 
legal status is unequal to the status of the Israelis, their part in 
the history of the site is barely mentioned, and their presence is 

confined almost solely to the prayer that takes place at the 
mosque. In the situation created, the antiquities and the 
archaeological excavations, which constitute a significant 
portion of the erasure of the Palestinian identity of the village, 
promote the site as a tourist and religious centre, without 
exposing the visitor to the complex story of the place. Members 
of the three UJPO Israel-Palestine Solidarity Tours will 
recognize this camouflaging of history in Canada Park, where 
the destroyed Arab villages of Imwas, Yalu, and Beit Nuba are  
not mentioned on any of the signage!  
 Reference material: http://alt-arch.org/en/nabi-samuel-national-park/ 

INTERNATIONAL 

Terrorism in Venezuela and Its Accomplices  
By Steve Ellner,  The Bullet Socialist Project, May 22, 2014. 
The private media and important actors both at home and abroad 
including Washington have downplayed, and in some cases 
completely ignored, the terrorist actions perpetrated against the 
Venezuelan government over the past three months. Among the 
latest examples of terrorism news that have been underreported 
abroad is the assassination in late April of Eliézer Otaiza, an 
historic leader of the Chavista movement and the president of 
the city council of Caracas. Another is a series of reports issued 
by Interior Secretary Miguel Rodriguez Torres with a wealth of 
documents – including videos, emails, phone call registries, and 
phone call recordings – that establish connections between 
terrorist activity and sectors of the Venezuelan opposition. 

Masked anti-government demonstrators try to set fire to a truck that belongs 
to a state-run supermarket. [Photo: Mundo33/Flickr] 
 Objectively speaking, the overall picture created by the 
discourse of political adversaries and the media’s coverage 
encourages the radical fringe of the opposition that is engaging 
in violence on an extensive scale. In this sense, those who 
downplay the importance of the opposition-promoted violence 
and exaggerate or fabricate actions of security forces to control 
the protests consciously or unwittingly serve as accomplices of 
those responsible for destructive activity. 

 Similarly, the opposition’s demand for the liberation of 
student prisoners serves to draw attention away from the violent 
actions of the protesters. On May 13, the opposition coalition 
Mesa de la Unidad Democrática (MUD) suspended a much-
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anticipated “peace dialogue” meeting on grounds that the 
government had failed to liberate student prisoners. The MUD 
statement, like those of the opposition in general, lacked any 
acknowledgment that many of the prisoners, if not most, 
participated in acts of violence. Obviously the determination as 
to whether individual prisoners are guilty of unlawful activity 
corresponds to the courts and not the national executive.  

Acts of Terrorism 
 The list of actions that qualify as terrorist is extensive. One 
of the most affected sectors has been the metro of Caracas. 
Metro stations in the eastern part of the city controlled by 
opposition mayors have been devastated (as well as the one in 
Parque Carabobo near the city’s center), 90 metro buses have 
been damaged, and 200 passengers have been injured. On May 
13, metro workers marched to the Attorney General’s 
headquarters (which had also been heavily damaged by 
opposition protesters several months earlier) to demand a firm 
government response. 

 The statements coming out of the U.S. Congress and Obama 
administration condemning human rights violation fail to 
recognize that sectors of the opposition have been involved in 
acts of terrorism. It is ironic that the same government that 
justifies massive indiscriminate surveillance throughout the 
world and intervenes in numerous nation's of the Middle East 
and Africa in the name of anti-terrorism turns a blind eye to 
terrorist activity in Venezuela and ends up actually encouraging 
it. The State Department’s revocation of the visa of the president 
of the National Assembly Diosdado Cabello (on the absurd 
grounds that he acted as a bag man on behalf of Osama bin 
Laden) attempts to discredit the very Chavista who represents a 
hard line in the struggle against terrorism in Venezuela. 
Terrorism cannot be defined as actions only carried out by one's 
enemy. If that is case, the term loses all credibility. • 

Steve Ellner teaches at the Universidad de Oriente in Puerto La 
Cruz, Venezuela and is the editor of Latin America’s Radical 
Left: Challenges and Complexities of Political Power in the 
Twenty-First Century recently released by Rowman and 
Littlefield. Edited/shortened for publication. 
 http://www.socialistproject.ca/bullet/986.php  

(On the Brink part 2, continued from Page 1) 
 Putin’s strategy is unclear to western media. Russian media 
convey his desire to resolve this catastrophe peacefully as he has 
not reinforced the so-called separatists with additional 
armaments, and indeed, many of the “Russophones” fall victim 
to the ruthless slaughter of Ukrainian nationalist forces. At the 
United Nations Security Council, Russia’s introduction of a 
resolution to end the Eastern Ukrainian violence and create 
“humanitarian corridors” to enable civilians to leave embattled 
districts and allow humanitarian aid to access the victimized. 
This was blocked by the western powers who claim no 
humanitarian crisis exists. Yet, the documented incidents, 
available on the Internet[7], are, for the most part, unknown to 
civil society and remain disregarded by western media. 

  Developments at date of submission speculated that a 
new Iraqi entity, ISIS, may force the US to ally itself with its 
enemy Iran to stop ISIS’s threat! So, are we really on the brink? 
Is there a real danger of WW 3, even a nuclear one?  As glum as 
the possibility seems there are many convinced that it’s true[8]. 
And whether or not it is, we must resolve to positively influence 
those in power to prevent that eventuality. The question 
remaining for us all is by what means?  

References: 
[1] http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-neocons-project-for-the-new-
american-century-american-world-leadership-syria-next-to-pay-the-
price/5305447 and others.   
[2] http://bigstory.ap.org/article/us-secretly-created-cuban-twitter-stir-
unrest   
[3] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvxgkIIIVio   
[4] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB3wa6KD62I 
[5] http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2014/0526/Ukraine-picks-
Poroshenko-for-prez-but-is-in-no-mood-to-celebrate  
[6}http://www.novinite.com/articles/161229/Wikileaks+Says+Ukraine%2
7s+Poroshenko+%27Was+US+Informant%27#sthash.SLBzdDc7.dpuf 
[7] http://empireslayer.blogspot.com/2014/02/obama-an...   
[8] http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38727.htm 
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