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Programs
at a Glance

MARCH

Sunday March 17, 2019 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
MWS Purim Party 
Details on page 6.

Saturday March 23, 2019 — 7:00 p.m. 
Gaza: Activism & Solidarity to 
End the Blockade 
Details on page 8.

Wednesday March 27, 2019 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Zing! Zing! Zing! 
UJPO’s Singing Group 
Free Times Cafe 
Details on page 6.

APRIL

Wednesday April 24, 2019 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Zing! Zing! Zing! 
UJPO’s Singing Group 
Free Times Cafe 
Details on page 6.

Saturday April 27, 2019 — 4:30 p.m. 
Third Seyder: Displaced Peoples Worldwide 
Sala Caboto, Villa Columbo 
Details on page 9.

Regular Weekly Programs 
Sundays 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
January 13 – June 2, 2019 
Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
918 Bathurst Street

Kinder Kapers 
Sundays 10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
Remaining KK Dates for 2019: 
March 3, 17 & 31; April 14 & 28; 
May 12 & 26; June 2

Events take place at the Winchevsky Centre 
unless otherwise specified.

A chairlift is available.

New EKOS Poll: 
Jewish Canadians sharply divided on Israel-Palestine

February 19, 2019

OTTAWA — A national survey has revealed that a significant proportion of 
Jewish Canadians are critical of Israel and its policies toward Palestinians. 
It also reveals that almost half (48 percent) believe that accusations 
of antisemitism are often used to silence legitimate criticism of Israeli 
government policies.

The survey — conducted between 25 June and 5 September 2018 by polling 
firm EKOS and co-sponsored by organizations Independent Jewish Voices 
Canada (IJV) and United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto (UJPO-TO) — 
is the first to ask Jewish Canadians about their actual views of the Israeli 
government and its policies toward Palestinians. 

Survey results are detailed in a report released today entitled, “Two Jews, 
Three Opinions: Jewish Canadians’ Diverse Views on Israel-Palestine.” 

On specific issues related to Israel-Palestine, Jewish Canadians are sharply 
divided, with high proportions opposing Israeli policies toward Palestinians:

• More than a third (37 percent) have a negative opinion of 
the Israeli government;

Passover Order Form  
included with this issue
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• Almost equal proportions oppose (45 percent) 
and support (42 percent) the US decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as the  capital of Israel;

• Almost a third (30 percent) think that the 
Palestinian call for a boycott of Israel is 
reasonable, and 34 percent also oppose 
Parliament condemning those who endorse a 
boycott of Israel;

• Almost one in three (31 percent) oppose the 
military blockade of the Gaza Strip.

The report’s author, Diana Ralph, notes that “the survey’s 
findings indicate once again [https://bit.ly/2V7C2nq] 
that the federal government and its major political 
parties are out of touch with the views of Canadians on 
these issues, and that, like Canadians generally, many 
Jewish Canadians do not support Canada’s uncritically 
pro-Israel stance.”

“Jews that hold views highly critical of Israel are often 
portrayed as marginal, especially within the institutional 
Jewish community,” commented Ralph, a founding 

member of IJV. “This survey demonstrates that, on 
the contrary, they are increasingly reflective of the 
mainstream.”

Rachel Epstein, Executive Director of the United Jewish 
People’s Order, added: “I am heartened to see that 
many Jews don’t fall prey to the idea that valid criticisms 
of Israel are antisemitic.  This unethical manipulation 
belittles true antisemitism, which, as we recently 
witnessed in Pittsburgh, is on the rise.”

A random sample of 359 Jewish Canadians aged over 
18 from EKOS’ online/telephone research panel, Probit, 
participated in the survey, which holds a margin of error 
of +/- 5.17% 19 times out of 20.

The survey report is available here: 
https://bit.ly/2T82zDD

For media inquiries:
Corey Balsam, Independent Jewish Voices Canada 
corey@ijvcanada.org, (514) 437-2940
Rachel Epstein, United Jewish People’s Order 
repstein@winchevskycentre.org (416) 789-5502

-30-

All charts from the EKOS poll on Jewish Canadians: Two Jews, Three Opinions — 
Jewish Canadians’ Diverse Opinions on Israel-Palestine.
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How To Criticize Israel Without Being Antisemitic
by sue goldstein

How to criticize Israel without being antisemitic was the 
question posed at the UJPO-sponsored event held at the 
Winchesvky Centre on January 24, 2019. This is a hot 
button issue, both in Jewish communities and amongst 
Palestinians and Palestine solidarity activists (note that 
many Jews are part of this movement). So when UJPO-
Toronto held a workshop, based on one facilitated by the 
UK group, Jewdas, at the IJV conference in Toronto last 
October, almost 40 people braved the powerfully cold 
weather for a potluck and philosophical workout.

Facilitated by UJPO-Toronto board member, Anton 
Guz and UJPO member, Marylin Kanee, the workshop 
consisted of several small group exercises and some 
large group discussions. We began by listing common 
stereotypes about Jews and historical examples of 
anti-Jewish bigotry. Prevalent  misperceptions of Jews 
include: pushy, rich, cheap, smart, Christ killers, Yiddish 
is the only Jewish language, Jews are a race, and all 
Jews are Zionists. Some of the historical examples listed 
included: ghettos, racism, pogroms, the Holocaust, the 
Inquisition, expulsion, the Pale of Settlement, white 

supremacists in Charlottesville chanting “the Jews will 
not replace us,” the Dreyfus case, the blood libel, the 
stealing of Yemeni Jewish children in Israel, Scientific 
Racism and the coining of the term, antisemitism.

Following these opening exercises, we were asked, in 
small groups, to rank a series of photographs on a scale 
from “not antisemitic” to “very antisemitic.” After each 
group’s report back, we discussed possible approaches 
to a story Anton related from their university years about 
a Students for Justice in Palestine event that included a 
sign that some interpreted as antisemitic.

It was clear from the many discussions that this 
remains a critically important, but sometimes difficult 
subject. As more and more people, Jews and non-Jews, 
find themselves criticizing the Israeli state, these 
kinds of discussions are crucial. We cannot allow 
accusations of antisemitism to silence criticism of Israel. 
At the same time we have to be alert to the ways 
that antisemitism manifests in both activist movements 
and broader communities. We are witnessing the so-
called “alt right” feeling more entitled to openly declare 
their anti-Jewish sentiments. We need to be vigilant not 
only about antisemitism but about all forms of racism 
and bigotry, and make common cause with others who 
face the wrath of white supremacy.Materials from UK organization, Jewdas.

Anton presenting. Photos: sue goldstein.

Some resources for further reading:
Independent Jewish Voices (IJV) Canada’s Statement On 
Antisemitism: https://tinyurl.com/yakmp6nn
Jewish Voice for Peace’s book, On Antisemitism: 
Solidarity and the Struggle for Justice: 
http://onantisemitism.com — you’ll also find links to 
JVP’s other online resources. Scroll down!
Jews For Racial & Economic Justice (JFREJ)’s 
Understanding Antisemitism: https://bit.ly/2GI5CNp
Jewdas website: www.jewdas.org Discussion with participants.



SHULE CORNER     SHULE CORNER

The New Year, 2019, started off with a bang at the Morris 
Winchevsky Shule! In only four weeks we covered nearly 
1500 years of history, from the Roman Empire’s sacking 
of Jerusalem to the Spanish Inquisition. Students learned 
about the diversity of Jewish communities throughout 
the Middle East, Africa, and Europe. Exploring hidden 
and intersecting identities, our students learned from 
experiential exercises, multimedia, and crafts.

In the B’nai Mitzvah class students literally covered 
themselves with their diverse identities (with Post-It 
notes) and then reflected on the process of tearing them 
off, in a way hiding some of their identities in order to 
survive as minorities, the way “Marranos” or “Crypto-
Jews” were forced to. The Grades 4-6 sent responsa to 
each other across the planet to learn about how Jewish 

communities kept in touch. The Grades 1-3 also sent 
responsa, debating what they would put in their own kind 
of Talmud. In Kinder Kapers, students designed their own 
Shabes/Shabbat ceremonies.

As we get ready to learn about the Haskalah (often 
referred to as the Jewish Enlightenment beginning in 
the 18th century) and all that led to the 20th century, 
we also welcome Michal Stein, the new Grade 4-6 
teacher, who joins us from the Danforth Jewish Circle. 
As our Shule slowly grows we hope you will help us 
spread the word, join us at the upcoming Purim party on 
March 17, and check us out on social media: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/morriswinchevskyschool 
Twitter: @WinchevskyCtr 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/winchevsky_centre

A Message from Lia Tarachansky, Morris Winchevsky School Education Director

Introducing Michal Stein: 
Welcome!

A Fond Farewell to Alex Barnes. 
We will miss you!

Michal Stein is a freelance journalist and informal 
educator. She is currently doing her Masters of 
Journalism at Ryerson. She holds a B.A. (Hons) in 
English and History from the University of King's 
College and Dalhousie University. She is interested 
in exploring Jewish history and identity and finds 
teaching an exciting and fulfilling way to connect 
with Jewish culture.

Alex Barnes, who taught Grades 4-6 in our Shule for 
the last year, and fit right in, is unfortunately leaving 
us for a full time teaching position. He has been an 
important addition to the culture at MWS and will be 
sorely missed. Thank you, Alex, for everything. Good 
luck in your new job and remember to visit! 

Photos: Lia Tarachansky4



Hot off the Press — Special Summer Preview

The current polar vortex not withstanding the Naivelt 
Program Committee for Summer 2019 has some 
great events in store. In order to help us plan and budget, 
we would appreciate knowing if you and yours (how 
many) are planning on attending Music Camp  and/
or Creative Camp. A quick note to any of the Program 
Committee will suffice (see names below). Here is a 
taste of what’s to come…

Music Camp: Sunday July 7 – Saturday July 13
Once again our multi-talented Klezmer star, Martin 
VandeVen, will lead us in a week of hard work and musical 
exploits, culminating in a Klezmer/jazz/exploratory 
concert. We’ll work with our musical instruments in the 
morning, our voices in the afternoon and enjoy a variety 
of jamming, practicing and fun in the evenings. Happily, 
Ameena Bajer Koulack will also be returning with her 
fiddle, her enthusiasm and a great song collection. Bring 
your instruments, your voices, your friends and whatever 
experience you do or don’t have! Music Camp is for 
everyone willing to try! Information on fees coming soon.

Creative Camp: Saturday August 3 – Saturday August 9
This year we introduce Naivelt’s All Ages Creative Camp. 
It offers a full week of diverse workshops, classes, 
experiential adventures and projects open to all ages, all 
stages and all interests. The schedule will include creative 
writing, traditional and abstract painting, film making, 
life drawing, environmental art, painting personalized 
Matryoshka dolls, modern and interpretive dance, 
making a graphic novel, performance art, various craft 

projects and more. Classes, workshops and adventures 
will include weekend, weekday, morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions. We have an exciting lineup of artists 
who will teach, lead, demonstrate and support you. 
They are all Naivelters and friends of Naivelt who will 
be sharing their talents and enthusiasm. Creative Camp 
will culminate with a Community Festival of the Arts on 
Saturday night, August 9. Free and welcome to all.

Saturday Nights and Sunday Mornings:
Our summer calendar is almost complete and we will 
shortly be sending out the schedule of 2019 Saturday 
evening programs. We’ve got special concerts, programs 
and community events for all!  This year’s Bagel Brunch 
speakers are a diverse group that will make you want to 
jump out of bed Sunday mornings and enjoy fresh bagels, 
strong coffee and lively discussions.

Details will be forthcoming, but mark these dates 
in your calendar, plan your vacation time, organize 
your Naivelt time, invite your friends and visualize the 
physical and emotional joy of being immersed in a 
natural environment, warm weather, lively discussions, 
stimulating Bagel Brunches, wonderful music, new 
creative adventures and the best of people in our own 
Naivelt 2019 Summer Secret Garden.

Drop a note to any of the Program Committee and let us 
know your plans, questions or suggestions. We’ll keep 
you up to date!

Thanks from 
Abbie Bakan, Nicole Bennett, Paula David, Jenny Lewis, 
Barb Lipton, Valerie Morris, Ann Pohl, Shlomit Segal

A Hint of Summer:
Hold the Dates for the Traditional and the Trail Blazing

Photos from Camp Naivelt in 2011 by John Saunders
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www.facebook.com/events/292981448263779 — www.facebook.com/events/628771224225788

Zing! Zing! Zing! 
Wednesday March 27, 2019 
Wednesday April 24, 2019 
Free Times Cafe, 320 College Street 
6:00 p.m. Dinner 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Zinging

Zing! Zing! Zing! is UJPO’s singing group. It’s a very relaxed atmosphere where you can zing your heart out in 
Yiddish, Hebrew and English. Come at 6:00 p.m. for a warm meal followed at 7:00 p.m. by a hot night of singing with 
local musicians Rachel Sheinin and Hartley Wynberg of Broken Bagel Scene.
For more information visit the Facebook pages below or email info@winchevskycentre.org

A PURIM PARTY
SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2019 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
918 BATHURST STREET

The Morris Winchevsky School and the United Jewish People’s Order Present:

Adults: $10
Children: $5 [12 & under]

Families: 
$25 [2 Adults, 2 Children]

MWS Students FREE
PWYC Option Available

Price includes 
Pizza, Hamantashn 

& Beverages

Pizza, Hamantashn, 
& You!

Costumes!

The Purim Story!

Special Holiday Activities! 

Prizes!

Event Page: www.facebook.com/events/298532334178453
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The Anthropocene: Human Effect on the Earth 
by sue goldstein 

Anthropocene was a show at the Art Gallery of Ontario 
(AGO) that ran from late September 2018 to early 
January 2019. It featured the works of Edward Burtynsky 
and filmmakers Jennifer Baichwal and Nicholas de 
Pencier and included several screenings of the film, 
Anthropocene: The Human Epoch at Jackman Hall.

The cinematography is gorgeous, but then, pollution 
and environmental degradation can often be beautiful 
to look at, if you do not consider the reality of what is 
being depicted. The camera pans almost lovingly across 
surfaces, spinning into a dizzying array of patterns. 
There is a deeply embedded horror in all this “beauty.” 
If there were no titles, or accompanying information one 
could be drawn into these mesmerizing landscapes.

The aim of filmmakers Baichwal and de Pencier, and 
photographer Burtynsky was, no doubt, to raise 
awareness of the state of the Earth’s ecosystems and the 
human imprint upon them. It was clear to me that the 
artists care intensely about this topic. They travelled to 
six continents, filming and photographing mines, tailings 
ponds, garbage dumps, and the various machinery 
utilized to alter the earth.

Our ambition is for the work to be revelatory, 
not accusatory, as we examine human 
influence on the Earth both on a planetary 
scale and in geological time. The shifting of 
consciousness is the beginning of change.

However, in their efforts to present without judgement, 
their analysis felt at times, superficial. There is no 
discussion of colonialism, imperialism, or capitalism in 

the videos and the many photographs; no class analysis. 
We are merely shown beautifully shot and well-presented 
work that is hoping to inspire action. 

However, given the prediction by a 2018 UN Climate 
Report that we have 12 years to seriously put the brakes 
on climate change, it would seem we are past the point 
of mere revelation. Towards the end of the show there 
are some electronic displays. In one, a survey asks if 
people were worried, sad, angry, informed, motivated, 
suspicious, or unconcerned. Most respondents were 
worried or sad. Only 10.54 percent were motivated. For 
me, that is part of the problem with the show: its inability 
to move people to act.

There has also long been a tension between 
environmental concerns and racism. Many 
environmentalists, particularly in past movements, 
have failed to acknowledge environmental racism. To 
the AGO’s credit, there is a series of podcasts on their 
page for the exhibition [https://ago.ca/exhibitions/
anthropocene — scroll to the bottom of the page] 
exploring issues the show brings up. In podcast #3, 
Whose earth is it anyway? Decolonizing the Anthropocene, 
Metis scholar Zoe Todd states, “You can’t say that we’re 
all in this together when we’re not.” She points out that 
not everyone is culpable in the same way for climate 
change. How can Indigenous and Black peoples be seen 
as equals in this problem when they have not historically 
(or unfortunately currently) been seen as equals?

The burning of elephant tusks in Nairobi National Park 
in Kenya — done to keep the ivory off the market and 
function as a disincentive for poaching — is shown in 
the film and in a huge wall-length mural by Edward 
Burtynsky that is an augmented reality installation — hold 
up one of the available tablet computers in front of it and 
the images come alive in movement. Nowhere was there 
discussion of what drives people to poaching. Nothing 
is said about the economics as well as the multinational 

Uralkali Potash Mine, Berezniki in the Perm region of Russia in the Ural Mountains. 
Edward Burtynsky

Digital question at the end of the exhibit. Photo: sue goldstein
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companies that are operating in different parts of Africa, 
robbing countries of their natural resources in what many 
call the new scramble for Africa. [http://tiny.cc/xzk82y] 

Nevertheless, Anthropocene did lead to many discussions 
in the gallery on each of my visits. One last question I 
continue to ponder is why the Tar Sands were absent 
from this show. Burtynsky has photographed them. 
Did the artists feel so much has been said about this 
threat to the Boreal Forest that they needed to focus 
elsewhere? Or might it have to do with the fact that one 
of the AGO’s major partners, the Royal Bank of Canada 

is  one of the largest financiers in Canada of the Tar Sands 
— though, according to the Rainforest Action Network 
(RAN), RBC committed to stopping this financing in 
2010. Despite this, Banktrack [http://tiny.cc/6sn82y], an 
international organization that looks into the investment 
of financial institutions, does not list RBC on the list 
of banks that have divested from the Tar Sands [last 
updated December 20, 2018]. This remains a question 
unanswered until further research.

Art can be a powerful motivator and can provide political 
inspiration. Anthropocene was, despite its light dusting 
of analytical thinking, a powerful show. We need more of 
this, and opportunites to not only view, but to reflect and 
act on what may be the fight for all life on this planet.

Elephant Tusk Burn, Nairobi National Park, Kenya from the film, “Anthropocene: The 
Human Epoch,” by Jennifer Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier, and Edward Burtynsky

The screen above the coat check at the AGO. Photo: sue goldstein

 
 
 
 

HAMMAM FARRAH & ELIZABETH TSURKOV
SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2019 @ 7:00 P.M. 
FRIENDS HOUSE — 60 LOWTHER STREET 
$10 — EVENT PAGE: https://bit.ly/2H4ltoC 
Co-sponsored by United Jewish People’s Order, Independent Jewish Voices, and Beit Zatoun 
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Dear Friends,
We invite you and your family and friends to join us at our annual Passover Seyder. In the spirit of 
Passover we will be highlighting the experiences of displaced peoples — refugees, immigrants, and 
others forcibly removed from their homes — as well as those taking meaningful action for social 
justice. And we will be celebrating the two winners of UJPO-Canada’s Ben Shek Social Justice 
Award: Julia Barnett and Sol Hermolin.
Children and young people are centred at our Seyder — they are at the heart of our community 
and it is for them and their future that we struggle.

As always, we attempt to make our Seyder accessible to all those who want to participate. 
We do this through donations from our members and supporters. Please consider making a 
contribution to our “Let All Who Are Hungry Come and Eat” fundraising campaign.
Now, more than ever, we need a vibrant, social justice focused, secular Jewish voice in 
Toronto and beyond. Help build this voice by donating generously to our campaign.

We hope you will join us — to eat, sing, reflect and celebrate! 
Rachel Epstein, Executive Director

Sponsored by the Morris Winchevsky School and United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto

Sala Caboto, 
Columbus Centre 

40 Playfair Avenue
Doors open 4:30 p.m. 

Ceremony begins 
promptly @ 5:00 p.m.

For more information 
or to reserve: 416.789.5502 

info@winchevskycentre.org
Order form at the end of this issue.

SATURDAY APRIL 27, 2019
Event page: https://bit.ly/2BUdRBM 



Community News
Heartfelt Condolences to....
The Wall Maclear family on the loss of Michael Maclear, 
father and grandfather.
The Buncel Gale family on the loss of Erwin Buncel, father 
and grandfather.

Mazl Tov....
To our E.D. Rachel Epstein whose film, Hi Mrs. Friedman!, 
will be screened at the Toronto Short Film Festival at the 
Carlton Cinema on Friday March 15 at 7:45 p.m. Get tickets 
in advance!

Welcome New Members...
Martin and Sharon Moss

Get Well...
Ross Morgan

                                      Email: info@winchevskycentre.org                                                                                  Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

  twitter.com/WinchevskyCtrwww.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr   www.instagram.com/winchevsky_centre

Home to: 
• United Jewish People’s Order – Canada 
   United Jewish People’s Order – Toronto 
• Morris Winchevsky School 
• Camp Naivelt

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School.” 

You can donate online at www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/33183

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through 
a wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim or 

on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

The Winchevsky Centre 
585 Cranbrooke Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario  M6A 2X9 
Telephone: 416-789-5502 

Fax: 416-789-5981

1945: UJPO members taking tickets for a choir concert at 7 Brunswick Avenue.

THE 2019-2020 
BEN SHEK SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD

The UJPO National Board proudly announces 
that there are two winners of the Ben Shek Social 
Justice Award this year. We congratulate Julia 
Barnett and Sol Hermolin! Presentations will take 
place at Toronto’s Third Seyder on Saturday 
April 27. Tributes will appear in the Spring issue 
of UJPO News.

Photo of Julia Barnett by Barbara Silverstein, Canadian Jewish News; 
Photo of Sol Hermolin by  Steve Russell, Getty Images



Member rates apply only to UJPO members and Morris Winchevsky School families and do not apply to others in your party.

Adult

*Members:    $45.00  x  #        = $ 

Non-Members:    $55.00  x  #        = $

Students/Unwaged $30.00  x  #        = $

Children (aged 3-6)

*Members:    $20.00  x  #        = $

Non-Members:    $25.00  x  #        = $

Children (aged 7-12)

*Members:    $25.00  x  #        = $           

Non-Members:    $30.00  x  #        = $           

Mor r i s  Winch evsky  School  s tud ent s  —  Free

*

Family Name: 

Names of all attending: 

Address: 

City:  Postal Code: 

Home Phone: 

Cell Phone: 

Email: 

Vegetarian meals

# Adults    # Children 

For whom? 

q Do you require ASL or other accommodations
that would make the space more accessible for you?
For ASL please let us know by April 5, 2019

Highchairs & booster seats

q Highchair for

q Booster seat for
A play area will be available for families with toddlers.

Please seat me with:   

We will do our best to accommodate you.

How did you hear about the Seyder? 

Please consider making a contribution to the Campaign. 
The cost to support one person to attend the Seyder is $60.00.
I would like to make a donation of:

q $60.00 q $240.00
q $120.00 q $600.00
q $180.00 q Other     $

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $10.00 or more.

We also acknowledge the generous subsidization of our Third Seyder 
from the Shek Family Legacy Fund and the Lee & Hy Schechter 
Education Fund of the Morris Winchevsky School.

Please print clearly and complete your reservation form in full.

Total of all tickets           $      Name on Card   

Donation to campaign $ q Visa qMastercard

Total enclosed $      Card #      Expiry    /

q Cheque (payable to ‘Morris Winchevsky School’) — Mail to 585 Cranbrooke Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6A 2X9

You can also: Fax your reservation to (416)789-5981 — Email to info@winchevskycentre.org — Call (416)789-5502
Send an e-transfer to accounting@winchevskycentre.org: Please use Passover19 as the answer to your security question.
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