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UJPO Statement on the Pan Am Economic and 
Climate Summits and the Pan Am Games 
Ed Note: This article was written prior to the start of the Pan Am Games. 
Like the G8 and G20 that wreaked havoc on our rights and integrity in Toronto in 2010, the Pan Am 
Summits and Games will disrupt, disrespect, and disregard our rights as citizens of Canada and as 
people. For many, this is merely a sporting event where we can cheer on our local and national heroes 
and enjoy the international games. However, these large sporting events have shown themselves to be, 
over and over again, an excuse for police crackdowns on the poor and the marginalized, an economic 
cash grab for developers, and a chance for politicians to bolster their reputations and fill their pockets. 
The city of Toronto and the province have somehow managed to find the cash to build stadiums and 
Olympic-size pools while local families have to pay user fees for basic parks and recreational services. 
Sidewalks are being redone while many of our roads remain pitted and difficult to drive on. While 
many of us are actively campaigning for affordable housing and a living wage, politicians are playing 
games with our taxes. 

 The Pan Am economic and climate summits claim to be “creating opportunities in a connected 
world” and to be “a strategic platform for discussions and corporate insights into the global economy.” 
However, this is a gathering of the global elite that includes a number of people who are accused war 
criminals, such as John Negroponte and Shimon Peres, to name two. While many countries are being 
forced into austerity these so-called leaders have the gall to meet in fancy hotels to determine the fate 
of the rest of us, and without our input. These meetings taking place on the lands of the Mississauga 
New Credit Nation disregard Indigenous sovereignty and rights. The very corporations that are 
destroying lands and robbing people of their communities, livelihoods, and resources support these 
events. We call for: 
• More affordable housing and repairs to the current Toronto Community Housing backlog. 
• More shelter beds, transitional housing, and ultimately, an end to homelessness. 
• Implementing Toronto’s poverty reduction strategy and calling on the provincial and federal 
governments to fund it. 
• An end to the targeted and racist policing policy called “carding” without renaming it. 
• More funding for a better transit system with affordable fees for all. 

 Join the many protests around the summits and the games, and for more information on the 
summits and resistance to them see: https://panamsolidarity.wordpress.com/  

BEN SHEK SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD 
UJPO-Canada annually presents an award of honour in memory of the late, beloved Ben Shek (a 
progressive activist and life-long member) to a current member who fulfills the following criteria: 

·   Is a UJPO member 
·   Upholds the values of our organization 
·   Is active in promoting social justice in Canada   
·   Has made an extensive contribution to our organization 

 All UJPO members across the country are invited to send the name(s) of members believed to 
merit this award specifying the reasons why they merit it. The National Board officers will chose the 
successful candidate from those nominated and the award will be presented at a UJPO-Canada event 
to be held this fall.  The deadline for receipt of nominees is September 30, 2015. Please send 
nominations to the UJPO National Board at ujpo.office@gmail.com (or UJPO National Board, 585 
Cranbrooke Ave., Toronto, ON, M6A 2X9.) 
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 
FROM WINNIPEG 
By Henry Shorr  

At time of submission our barbeque and schmooze fest was 
scheduled for late August. Details will be provided in the next 
issue. 

 We will be displaying the Avrom Yanovsky art exhibit at 
the Jewish Heritage Centre next fall. An opening event featuring 
Esther Reiter and the North End Jewish Folk Choir will be held 
on September 17. The Yanovsky exhibit is being co-sponsored 
by the Jewish Heritage Centre along with UJPO at the Asper 
Jewish Community Centre in the Kanee Foyer Lounge. From 
UJPO Toronto, Anna Yanovsky has been in invited to attend, 
and Solly and Barbara Blaser have indicated that they will be 
here for the opening. Solly Blaser was instrumental in 
photographing, framing and shipping the cartoons to Winnipeg 
in excellent condition. Winnipeg is very grateful to the UJPO 
National Board for making this into a national touring exhibit for 
all to enjoy. To all a hearty Thank you! 

FROM VANCOUVER 
By Carl Rosenberg 
I usually have several events to report on in which Vancouver 
members of UJPO (and the secular Jewish community generally) 
are involved, especially – but not exclusively – at the Peretz 
Centre. This summer I’m afraid I have less to report on, since 
summer is always quieter, and I didn't catch as many Jewish-
related cultural events. 

 I always enjoy the monthly Friday-night Fraytig Tsu Nakht 
(FTN), with a potluck dinner, readings, songs and speakers. In 
May, the speaker was Daniel Kalla, author of two novels, The 
Far Side Of The Sky and Rising Sun, Falling Shadow, dealing 
with the situation of the approximately 20,000 European Jews 
who took refuge in Shanghai during the Holocaust. (We 
reviewed The Far Side Of The Sky in Outlook a few years ago.) 
Dr. Kalla (a physician by profession as well as a novelist) 
vividly evoked the events and atmosphere of the time, with some 
interesting observations on Japanese relations with and attitudes 
toward Jews during those years. 

 In June, the final FTN of the season until the fall, we were 
treated to a mini-concert by Montreal’s Janie Respitz, a musician 
and scholar with an MA in Yiddish language and literature, who 
for the past twenty-five years has performed Yiddish songs 
throughout the world and taught courses on Yiddish language, 
folklore, literature and Eastern European Jewish history. (During 
her stay in Vancouver, Janie also gave a full concert at the 
Jewish Community Centre, and a lecture – in Yiddish – at the 
Peretz Centre on the work of I.L. Peretz, this year being Peretz’s 
100th yortsayt.) Her recital at the FTN was very special, 
combining humour, warmth, and wonderful renditions of 
Yiddish music. She held her audience in the palm of her hand. 

 I’m sorry to say that I missed one of the more special events 
of the summer, but I’ll report on it anyway. The Vancouver 
Jewish Folk Choir held its Spring concert on Sunday, June 21, 
with an all-Yiddish program featuring Yomervokhets, the 
Yiddish translation of Jabberwocky set to music by choir 
conductor David Millard, and Oyb nit nokh hekher (If not even 
higher), based on the story by I.L. Peretz. The guest soloist was 
Opera pro Cantanti founder and artistic director Richard 
Williams, who also did a solo set of arias by Verdi, Mendelssohn 
and Mozart. The choir was accompanied by Elliott Dainow, with 
narration by David Skulski. 

 I’m told it was one of the best concerts put on by the 
Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir, and I was all the more sorry to 
have missed it. 

 For something slightly different …. on May 26, my wife 
Delta (originally from Mexico) and my mother-in-law Ruth 
(currently visiting) and I saw a movie, Mr. Kaplan, about an 
elderly Jewish man living in Montevideo, the capital of 
Uruguay. The movie was directed by Alvaro Brechner, in 
Spanish with English subtitles, and was set against the 
background of Nazi Europe which forced Kaplan and others to 
seek out a new life in South America. The somber theme didn’t 
prevent the film from having both adventure and humour. It was 
shown at the Norman Rothstein Theatre at the Jewish 
Community Centre, a co-presentation between Chutzpah!PLUS 
and the Vancouver Jewish Film Society. (Ruth enjoyed the 
chance to see a movie in Spanish during her Vancouver visit.) I 
hope it sparks interest in Vancouver in the experiences of Latin 
American Jewry.  

FROM TORONTO 
By Julia Barnett 
As we enter into mid-summer 2015 events of UJPO Toronto and 
our summer community at Camp Naivelt, I would like to 
highlight and emphasize our framework to integrate our 
programs from summer programming at Naivelt with our fall, 
winter and spring Toronto programs and activities. 

 We have a very busy summer of activities at Camp Naivelt 
Activities resume in the city with Rosh Hashonah on Monday 
September 14 and Yom Kippur on Tuesday Sept. 22 – and new 
this year for Yom Kippur – on Wednesday September 23, an 
afternoon of reflection… 

Our year in review ... 
A fantastic B’nai Mitzvah ceremony and celebration for six 
Morris Winchevsky School graduates was held on June 6. As 
well, our MWS Education Director and teachers participated in 
the CSJO conference in May in the Philadelphia area. 

 A highlight of this year’s Third Seyder included our theme 
of “Dreaming a New World”. Other community holiday 
celebrations featured music with Davjd Wall and Marilyn 
Lerner, presentations by our Shule students and lots of good 
food and camaraderie.  
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 Our political activism continues through statements and a 
show of solidarity ranging from opposition to the Pan Am games 
and Summit to voicing our ongoing support and solidarity for 
Indigenous communities, both in terms of the Truth and 
Reconciliation recommendations to the ongoing call for a 
National Inquest into Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women 
and Girls. As well, UJPO members participated in the Jobs, 
Justice and Climate Change rally and march held on July 5 with 
10,000 other demonstrators. We will continue to provide 
education and strengthen our partnerships with Independent 
Jewish Voices (IJV) and others, especially in regards to the 
Jewish National Fund and the ongoing occupation in Palestine. 

Some exciting new initiatives: 
Our archives project has stepped into high gear under the expert 
oversight of archivist Ruth Grossman and our UJPO resident 
historian Ester Reiter, with the hands-on work of Hannah Blazer, 
our summer student in assisting with the collections 
management of our organizational documents. We all look 
forward to seeing this project completed and showcased at some 
point in the near future. We will keep everyone informed as this 
exciting project unfolds. 

 With a dynamic team of educators under the leadership of 
the Morris Winchevsky School’s Education Director, Frances 
Handlarski, an outreach team is working on spreading the word 
about our arts-based and social justice focused Sunday School – 
with a view to have more students and families benefit from the 
strong progressive secular Jewish program that is offered – from 
pre-school to Bar and Bat Mitzvah. The 2015-2016 Shule season 
begins on Sunday September 20th at our downtown location at 
918 Bathurst Street 

 A new and exciting Youth Engagement Program has taken 
off this summer at Camp Naivelt – with our Naivelt youth 
gaining leadership skills and planning and leading a range of fun 
activities for the children at Naivelt – with a view to including 
our youth as classroom assistants at Shule in the city. 

 Strategic Planning: our volunteer Boards and Committees 
continue to devote their time and energy to sustain the many 
facets of our community. To move forward with our strategic 
planning, our Boards and Committees will work together on the 
next phase of the strategic plan which will include membership, 
finances and board, staff development. 

 Combining our Culture and Social Justice Committees has 
helped to integrate our cultural and political priorities as we 
work together to plan events and activities, inform the 
community about actions, rallies and endorsement, and issue 
timely statements on behalf of UJPO. 

 Toronto members are invited to join us for an exciting year 
ahead: 
 Morris Winchevsky School opens on Sun. Sept. 20 
 fall observances (Rosh Hashonah on Sept. 14, Yom Kippur on 
Sept. 22 and 23  and Sukkes on Sunday Oct. 4) 
 plus programs decided at our July 27 Culture/Social Justice 
Committee meeting. 

 and hold the dates for our Holocaust Education Week events 
on November 4 and 7.  

 For those who are not UJPO members, we invite you to 
contact us to find out about membership.  

FROM HAMILTON 
By Lyn Center 
On June 27, nine UJPO members and supporters gathered at the 
Hamilton home of Paul Weinberg and Cathy McPherson to 
enjoy another episode of “schmooze and nosh”. On this 
occasion, Paul gave us insight into the life of Leonard Cohen, 
Canadian poet, novelist and musician.  

 Originally from Montreal, now living in Los Angeles, 
Cohen started writing poetry in his university days and, in the 
60’s, moved into music. His life has had its ups and downs, but 
his contribution to our culture will last forever. Paul’s full article 
on this great artist will appear in the next issue of Outlook 
magazine. 

 A few years ago, I saw Leonard Cohen and his band 
perform here in Hamilton – it was the most memorable concert 
I’ve ever attended. Superb music and an audience totally 
enthralled and enthusiastic. One last observation: on leaving 
Paul and Cathy’s, I noticed their coat rack was filled with 
fedoras … I guess a tip of the hat to Leonard Cohen.  

 

UJPO National Resident Board now  
“UJPO National Board” 
Since our founding in 1945 the largest portion of  National 
Board members resided in Toronto and had been entrusted (in 
our constitution) with the ongoing operation of our organization, 
which identified this body as the National Resident Board 
(NRB). Consultation with Board Members in other cities was 
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always undertaken on major policy and national and 
international issues. At the suggestion of Board member Sam 
Blatt, with the advent of video capabilities, could our Board now 
meet with all members available at one meeting making the 
NRB redundant?? The answer is “yes”. 

 On July 26 our full National Board meeting thus included 
Henry Shorr in Winnipeg via Skype and Carl Rosenberg in 
Vancouver via Speakerphone.  

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl Tov 

To Bea Levis on her 97th birthday – special birthday wishes! 

To Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger on their granddaughter Noa’s 
Bat Mitzvah. 

To Ester Reiter: Shepping nakhes, with her grand-daughter 
Ameena Bajer-Koulack directing the choir and giving various 
workshops during music week at Camp Naivelt. 

Welcome 

To Maxine Hermolin’s son David, who is visiting from 
Australia. 

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery 

To Sol Blaser 

To Dan Meaney  

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 
Remembering Theodore Bikel – May 2, 1924 
– July 21, 2015 
Jewish social justice advocates and activists 
lost a great ally on July 21 with the death of 
Theodore Bikel. His phenomenal career can 
be reviewed at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Bikel. He is far less known 
for his unequivocal support for social justice in the Middle East 
and internationally. Only ten months ago he felt it significant to 
articulate his critical assessment of Israel’s Gaza siege.  

Grieving the children of Palestine and the dream of 
Zionism 

By Theodore Bikel [Posted on Sep. 5, 2014]   
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/grieving_the_children_of
_palestine_and_the_dream_of_zionism 
Through all the turmoil of these last weeks and months I have 
been tortured by thoughts of children, Jewish children, 
Palestinian children, Syrian, Iraqi children – all those who most 
innocently of all, and most grievously of all, are the victims of 
the Middle East Madness. 

 Rachel mebaka et baneha, Rachel mourns her children. 
With her I weep for the children knowing that they are all her 
children, our children, every one of them. 

 The shameful apologies trying to justify the death of Arab 
children with trite explanations of “collateral damage” and “use 
children as shields and they will die’ fill me with anger. Yes, a 
Jewish child’s life if precious to me but how dare anyone 
suggest that another child’s life is less precious, less deserving of 
a future? What is most frustrating is that those who place lesser 
values on non-Jews are supposed stalwarts of a community that I 
can no longer rightfully call mine. Where is the commitment to 
open dialogue, the respect to hear out opposing ideas, where is 
the dictum that commands us to listen, to debate, to agonize with 
each other rather than hurl epithets of disloyalty? 

 People see suffering and unless it is Jewish suffering they 
are silent. How dare they? Many years ago, at the famous March 
on Washington, Rabbi Joachim Prinz declared that the crime of 
the century was silence, silence in the face of injustice. I say it 
now to my own community; Jewish silence in the face of 
injustice is intolerable because Jews are commanded to live by a 
moral code that calls such silence not only wrong but makes it a 
crime. 

 My father has been gone for many years now but he left me 
to be the guardian of his dream, a dream of a Zionism whose 
engine to fulfillment would be the socialism of the kibbutz 
movement. Both have now been corrupted and made irrelevant 
in a land that practices capitalist consumerism and allows 
children to go to bed hungry. In my mind I have been offering 
my father apologies that his dream has been thwarted and that 
both he and I are left with the sadness of frustrated hope. 

 I am an old man now but I know how to grieve over a 
boyhood dream that has gone.    

Theodore Bikel, 91, was the chairman of Partners For A 
Progressive Israel. He served as national vice president of the 
American Jewish Congress and as president of Actor’s Equity 
and the 4A’s. His latest [last] film, “Theodore Bikel in the Shoes 
of Shalom Aleichem”, recently premiered at the San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival; his updated autobiography “Theo” was 
published early this summer [2014], and his recordings on 
Elektra records are now available for download on iTunes. 

Coming Soon - a New and Enhanced UJPO 
National Website 

New features in the enhanced website: 

- the online version of UJPO News will have complete articles (not  
abridged as in the print copy). Thus, there are more online pages 

without additional postage costs!!! 

- a mediated blog to which members will be able to contribute, and 
where UJPO will post items that are of immediate significance  

- more photo galleries. 

Stay Posted! 
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YIDDISH  
Toronto composer revives streetcar 
conductor’s Yiddish poetry 

‘Tramvay Lider’ album takes listeners backward in 
time to lonely Depression-era winter’s journey 

By Renée Ghert-Zand July 2, 2015, Times of Israel 
Not much is known about Shimon Nepom, a Ukrainian-born Jew 
who wrote poetry and worked as a Toronto streetcar conductor 
until his death in 1939 at age 49.  

 He was a member of the a 
far-left Yiddishist group known 
as the Proletarian Poets, and, 
having produced several 
volumes of poetry, he was 
relatively famous among North 
American Yiddish speakers 
during his lifetime. The 
Toronto Labor League 
published “Tramvay Lider” 
(Streetcar Songs), a set of 
poems he wrote about life on 
the College Street streetcar, the 

year following his death. 
After that, Nepom was 
largely forgotten. . 

 Like many, musical composer Charles Heller – although he 
had been immersed in Yiddish music and culture for years – had 
never heard of Nepom until he read about him in a Yiddish 
column in the Canadian Jewish News in 2010. Gerry Kane, the 
column’s author, wrote of riding the downtown College Street 
streetcar as a young boy in 1938. He was with his father, who 
was eager to introduce him to the conductor, the Yiddish poet 
Shimon Nepom. 

 Kane included with his column a poem from the “Tramvay 
Lider” titled “Der Konduktor.” The minute Heller read it, he 
knew it would make a great song. In fact, Heller ended up 
composing music for almost all the poems in the collection, 
putting out a CD of nine of them this past spring. 

 “I could see immediately this was a perfect lyric. It has 
rhyme, meter and simple-to-understand words,” said Heller, who 
assumed there were more related poems, but was not sure. 

 “I got in touch with Kane and pestered him for months to 
find out if he knew if there were more poems by Nepom about 
the streetcar. Eventually he invited me over to his home, where 
he pulled from the bottom of a pile of books the little 
posthumously published volume of poems by Nepom titled “Fun 
Mayne Teg” (My Days), which included the Streetcar Songs,” 
Heller recalled. 

 Heller started composing and arranging music for voice and 
piano for Nepom’s poems in 2011, and thanks to a grant from 
the federal government promoting site-specific works, he was 
able to premiere them at the Free Times Café, which is located 
along the streetcar line on which Nepom worked and has served 
for years as a hangout for a local Yiddish club. [Ed note: 
Toronto’s Yiddish Vinkle overseen by UJPO Canada’s vice-
president Sol Hermolin!] 

 Heller had another chance to perform some of the songs at 
the 2014 KlezKanada music festival, which is where he got the 
idea to produce the CD. Following a successful crowdfunding 
campaign, he recorded the tracks this past March, with Brahm 
Goldhamer accompanying him on piano. The arrangement for 
“Der Konduktor” differed, with Heller on the accordion and 
Rachel Pomeldi playing the cello. 

 Nepom’s “Streetcar Songs” reminded Heller of 
“Winterreise” (Winter Journey), a song cycle for voice and piano 
by Franz Schubert, one of Heller’s favorite classical composers. 

 “Both are about a winter journey, and you don’t know 
where you are going. Nepom takes us into the darkness, the 
snow, the cold, the unknown on the streetcar,” he said. 

 Indeed, Nepom’s Depression-era poems are dark and heavy, 
full of loneliness, loss and frustration. He speaks of the 
preoccupied and burdened passengers, the unemployed and red 
flag-waving workers, and his own despair at how his life has 
turned out. (From what Heller has gathered, Nepom lived alone 
and did not have a family. In one poem, he wonders what his far-
away mother would think about his “narrow, grey room” and 
“poor home.”) 

 “Der Konduktor,” the poem that initially captured Heller’s 
imagination, turns out to be the most concise and poignant of the 
nine he set to music (and translated into English for the CD’s 
liner notes). 

I sit in the streetcar from dawn 
I sit so late in the night. 
My hidden sorrow is with me, 
My shadow, it keeps watch. 

The blizzard bites into the rails; 
Life is bitter and hard. 
Passengers vanish and arrive; 
Who knows their earthly life? 

The winds blow and wail, 
The way is entangled in snow, 
Who knows – perhaps we journey together 
To the end of this life of suffering.  
http://www.timesofisrael.com/toronto-composer-revives-streetcar-
conductors-yiddish-poetry/ 

 

 

 

Shimon Nepom, poet, Toronto (1937 
or 1938). Ontario Jewish Archives, 
item 1728 
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POETRY & SONG 
The World Turned Upside Down 

Credits: Written by Leon Rosselson; arranged by 
Seamus Egan, Karan Casey & John Anthony 

Submitted by Dan Meaney 
“During the civil war in England between  Cromwell and King 
Charles  there was chaos. Some dozens of people that were 
starving went into the lords' lands and started gardens and built 
little cottages...and were doing very well for themselves. But 
finally the establishment took over again. The troopers were sent 
and they burnt the cottages and destroyed the gardens and 
kicked the people off because it was not their property. But their 
leaders put down some beautiful words and Leon Rosselson put 
them into this song, called ‘The World Turned Upside Down’.” 
[From Google Books]  

In sixteen forty-nine to Saint George’s Hill 
A ragged band they called the Diggers came to show the 
people’s will 
They defied the landlords, they defied the law 
They were the dispossessed, reclaiming what was theirs 

“We come in peace,” they said, “to dig and sow 
We come to work the land in common and to make the waste 
ground grow 
This earth divided we will make whole 
So it can be a common treasury for all 

The sin of property we do disdain 
No man has any right to buy and sell the earth for private gain 
By theft and murder they steal the land 
Now everywhere the walls rise up at their command 

They make the laws to chain us well 
The clergy dazzle us with heaven or they damn us into hell 
We will not worship the god they serve 
The god of greed who feeds the rich while poor folk starve 

We work, we eat together, we need no swords 
We will not bow to the masters or pay rent to the lords 
Still we are free men though we are poor 
You Diggers all, stand up for glory, stand up now.” 

From the men of property the order came 
They sent the hired men and troopers to wipe out the Diggers’ 
claim 
Tear down their cottages, destroy their corn 
They were dispersed, but still the vision carries on 

You poor, take courage, you rich, take care 
This earth was made a common treasury for everyone to share 
All things in common, all people one 
We come in peace, the order came to cut them down.  

 

CANADA 
Help save door-to-door delivery! 
By David Abramowitz 

The recent postal cash grab, raising the cost of a first-class 
postage stamp to 90 cents ($1.00 if you purchase them singly), 
raises the ire of all Canadians who rely on door-to-door mail 
distribution and delivery. It’s not unreasonable to anticipate that, 
with the demise of mail delivery, the private sector (corporate 
couriers and parcel deliverers) will be prepared to fill the gap at 
even higher rates. This puts great pressure on the working class 
and the low wage earners, many of whom lack access to the 
“alternative social media” and rely on a consistent, affordable, 
and efficient postal service.  

 
 Though rarely reported in the mass print media, many thefts 
of the new community boxes have taken place such as the one 
which was broadcast on CTV: 
http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/thieves-crack-canada-post-superboxes-
in-surrey-b-c-1.2226329. Some boxes have been wrenched from 
their bases and completely disappeared! CBC News, not to be 
outdone, learned through a freedom of information request that 
Canada Post recorded more than 4,800 incidents involving 
community mailboxes, ranging from vandalism and arson to 
mail theft. Between 2008 and 2013 such incidents were recorded 
in more than 130 communities across B.C. alone: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/super-mailboxes-in-b-
c-targeted-thousands-of-times-records-reveal-1.1413809.   

 . In October 2014, at the UJPO National Board Conference, 
four national initiatives for 2015 were passed. The first was to 
help save Canada Post’s door-to-door mail delivery. There is a 
petition at <care.com> which, at the time of writing, has 
amassed more than 222,000 signatures. When it is released, it 
should go a long way in influencing the return of door-to-door 
delivery regardless which party is elected (though some will not 
need prodding). We encourage UJPO members, their families 
and friends/associates/colleagues to go to:  

Even able-bodied people find it difficult to access some mail boxes 
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https://www.change.org/p/don-t-let-canada-post-end-door-to-door-
delivery/u/11123443?tk=OjyAotrUY2pByqHpPLXcWqR5Wy9WgIsJV
47hG5Q3yyU&utm_source=petition_update&utm_medium=email  
and consider signing it on the right-hand column. Its author, 
Susan Dixon, will update you as the petition progresses. By 
signing the petition you will be helping ensure jobs for the 
current mail carriers and thus saving Canada Post. Let your MP 
know you support doo-to-door mail delivery at 
http://www.savecanadapost.ca/en/campaign/save-canada-post/get-
involved. You can also download a “Save Canada Post” window 
sign at http://www.savecanadapost.ca/sites/default/files/doortodoor-
window-en.pdf 
 We will be communicating the other three National Board 
initiatives shortly; they are “a $15 national minimum wage”, 
“affordable child care”, and “improving the CPP”.  

 

USA 
U.S. House admits Nazi role in Ukraine 
By Robert Parry, June 12, 2015 

Exclusive: The U.S. House of Representatives has admitted an 
ugly truth that the U.S. mainstream media has tried to hide from 
the American people – that the post-coup regime in Ukraine has 
relied heavily on Nazi storm troopers to carry out its bloody war 
against ethnic Russians, reports Robert Parry. 

Last February, when ethnic Russian rebels were closing in on the 
Ukrainian port of Mariupol, the New York Times rhapsodically 
described the heroes defending the city and indeed Western 
civilization – the courageous Azov battalion facing down 
barbarians at the gate. What the Times didn’t tell its readers was 
that these “heroes” were Nazis, some of them even wearing 
Swastikas and SS symbols. 

 The long Times article by Rick Lyman fit with the sorry 
performance of America’s “paper of record” as it has descended 
into outright propaganda – hiding the dark side of the post-coup 
regime in Kiev. But what makes Lyman’s sadly typical story 

noteworthy today is that the Republican-controlled U.S. House 
of Representatives has just voted unanimously to bar U.S. 
assistance going to the Azov battalion because of its Nazi ties. 

 When even the hawkish House of Representatives can’t 
stomach these Nazi storm troopers who have served as Kiev’s 
tip of the spear against the ethnic Russian population of eastern 
Ukraine, what does that say about the honesty and integrity of 
the New York Times when it finds these same Nazis so 
admirable? 

 And it wasn’t like the Times didn’t have space to mention 
the Nazi taint. The article provided much color and detail – 
quoting an Azov leader prominently – but just couldn’t find 
room to mention the inconvenient truth about how these Nazis 
had played a key role in the ongoing civil war on the U.S. side. 
The Times simply referred to Azov as a “volunteer unit.” 

 Yet, on June 10, the U.S. House of Representatives 
approved a bipartisan amendment to the Defense Appropriations 
Act – from Reps. John Conyers Jr., D-Michigan, and Ted Yoho, 
R-Florida – that would block U.S. training of the Azov battalion 
and would prevent transfer of shoulder-fired anti-aircraft 
missiles to fighters in Iraq and Ukraine. 

 “I am grateful that the House of Representatives 
unanimously passed my amendments last night to ensure that our 
military does not train members of the repulsive neo-Nazi Azov 
Battalion, along with my measures to keep the dangerous and 
easily trafficked MANPADs out of these unstable regions,” said 
Conyers on Thursday. 

 He described Ukraine’s Azov Battalion as a 1,000-man 
volunteer militia of the Ukrainian National Guard that Foreign 
Policy Magazine has characterized as “openly neo-Nazi” and 
“fascist.” And Azov is not some obscure force. Ukraine’s 
Interior Minister Arsen Avakov, who oversees Ukraine’s armed 
militias, announced that Azov troops would be among the first 
units to be trained by the 300 U.S. military advisers who have 
been dispatched to Ukraine in a training mission codenamed 
“Fearless Guardian.” 

White Supremacy 

On Friday, a Bloomberg News article by Leonid Bershidsky 
noted that “it’s easy to see why” Conyers “would have a 
problem with the military unit commanded by Ukrainian 
legislator Andriy Biletsky: Conyers is a founding member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, Biletsky is a white supremacist. … 

 “Biletsky had run Patriot of Ukraine [the precursor of the 
Azov battalion] since 2005. In a 2010 interview he described the 
organization as nationalist ‘storm troops’ … The group’s 
ideology was ‘social nationalism’ – a term Biletsky, a historian, 
knew would deceive no one. … 

 “In 2007, Biletsky railed against a government decision to 
introduce fines for racist remarks: ‘So why the “Negro-love” on 
a legislative level? They want to break everyone who has risen 
to defend themselves, their family, their right to be masters of 
their own land! They want to destroy the Nation’s biological 

Community mail boxes are often robbed 
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resistance to everything alien and do to us what happened to Old 
Europe, where the immigrant hordes are a nightmare for the 
French, Germans and Belgians, where cities are “blackening” 
fast and crime and the drug trade are invading even the remotest 
corners.’” 

 The Bloomberg article continued, “Biletsky landed in prison 
in 2011, after his organization took part in a series of shootouts 
and fights. Following Ukraine’s so-called revolution of dignity 
last year, he was freed as a political prisoner; right-wing 
organizations, with their paramilitary training, played an 
important part in the violent phase of the uprising against former 
President Viktor Yanukovych. The new authorities – which 
included the ultra-nationalist party Svoboda – wanted to show 
their gratitude. 

 “The war in the east gave Biletsky’s storm troopers a chance 
at a higher status than they could ever have hoped to achieve. 
They fought fiercely, and last fall, the 400-strong Azov Battalion 
became part of the National Guard, receiving permission to 
expand to 2,000 fighters and gaining access to heavy weaponry. 
So what if some of its members had Nazi symbols tattooed on 
their bodies and the unit’s banner bore the Wolfsangel, used 
widely by the Nazis during World War II? 

 “In an interview with Ukraine’s Focus magazine last 
September, Avakov, responsible for the National Guard, was 
protective of his heroes. He said of the Wolfsangel: ‘In many 
European cities it is part of the city emblem. Yes, most of the 
guys who assembled in Azov have a particular worldview. But 
who told you you could judge them? Don’t forget what the Azov 
Battalion did for the country. Remember the liberation of 
Mariupol, the fighting at Ilovaysk, the latest attacks near the Sea 
of Azov. May God allow anyone who criticizes them to do ten 
percent of what they’ve done. And anyone who’s  going to tell 
me that these guys preach Nazi views, wear the swastika and so 
on, are bare-faced liars and fools.’” 

 Though the House vote on June 10 may have shined a 
spotlight into this dark corner of the U.S.-embraced Kiev 
regime, the reality has been well-known for many months – 
though played down in most of the Western news media, often 
dismissed as “Russian propaganda.” 

 Even the Times has included at least one brief reference to 
this reality, though buried deep inside an article. On Aug. 10, 
2014, a Times’ article mentioned the Nazi taint of the Azov 
battalion in the last three paragraphs of a lengthy story on 
another topic. 

 “The fighting for Donetsk has taken on a lethal pattern: The 
regular army bombards separatist positions from afar, followed 
by chaotic, violent assaults by some of the half-dozen or so 
paramilitary groups surrounding Donetsk who are willing to 
plunge into urban combat,” the Times reported. 

 “Officials in Kiev say the militias and the army coordinate 
their actions, but the militias, which count about 7,000 fighters, 
are angry and, at times, uncontrollable. One known as Azov, 
which took over the village of Marinka, flies a neo-Nazi symbol 

resembling a Swastika as its flag.” [See Consortiumnews.com’s 
“NYT Discovers Ukraine’s Neo-Nazis at War.”] 

A Shiver Down the Spine 
The conservative London Telegraph offered more details about 
the Azov battalion in an article by correspondent Tom Parfitt, 
who wrote: “Kiev’s use of volunteer paramilitaries to stamp out 
the Russian-backed Donetsk and Luhansk ‘people’s republics’… 
should send a shiver down Europe’s spine. 

 “Recently formed battalions such as Donbas, Dnipro and 
Azov, with several thousand men under their command, are 
officially under the control of the interior ministry but their 
financing is murky, their training inadequate and their ideology 
often alarming. The Azov men use the neo-Nazi Wolfsangel 
(Wolf’s Hook) symbol on their banner and members of the 
battalion are openly white supremacists, or anti-Semites.” 

 Based on interviews with militia members, the Telegraph 
reported that some of the fighters doubted the reality of the 
Holocaust, expressed admiration for Adolf Hitler and 
acknowledged that they are indeed Nazis. 

 Biletsky, the Azov commander, “is also head of an extremist 
Ukrainian group called the Social National Assembly,” 
according to the Telegraph article which quoted a commentary 
by Biletsky as declaring: “The historic mission of our nation in 
this critical moment is to lead the White Races of the world in a 
final crusade for their survival. A crusade against the Semite-led 
Untermenschen.” 

 In other words, for the first time since World War II, a 
government had dispatched Nazi storm troopers to attack a 
European population – and officials in Kiev knew what they 
were doing. The Telegraph questioned Ukrainian authorities in 
Kiev who acknowledged that they were aware of the extremist 
ideologies of some militias but insisted that the higher priority 
was having troops who were strongly motivated to fight. [See 
Consortiumnews.com’s “Ignoring Ukraine’s Neo-Nazi Storm 
Troopers.”] 

 But a rebel counteroffensive led by ethnic Russians last 
August reversed many of Kiev’s gains and drove the Azov and 
other government forces back to the port city of Mariupol, where 
Foreign Policy’s reporter Alec Luhn also encountered the Nazis. 
He wrote: 

 “Blue and yellow Ukrainian flags fly over Mariupol’s 
burned-out city administration building and at military 
checkpoints around the city, but at a sport school near a huge 
metallurgical plant, another symbol is just as prominent: the 
wolfsangel (‘wolf trap’) symbol that was widely used in the 
Third Reich and has been adopted by neo-Nazi groups. … 

 “Pro-Russian forces have said they are fighting against 
Ukrainian nationalists and ‘fascists’ in the conflict, and in the 
case of Azov and other battalions, these claims are essentially true.” 

SS Helmets 

More evidence continued to emerge about the presence of Nazis 
in the ranks of Ukrainian government fighters. Germans were 
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shocked to see video of Azov militia soldiers decorating their 
gear with the Swastika and the “SS rune.” NBC News reported: 
“Germans were confronted with images of their country’s dark 
past … when German public broadcaster ZDF showed video of 
Ukrainian soldiers with Nazi symbols on their helmets in its 
evening newscast. 

 “The video was shot … in Ukraine by a camera team from 
Norwegian broadcaster TV2. ‘We were filming a report about 
Ukraine’s AZOV battalion in the eastern city of Urzuf, when we 
came across these soldiers,’ Oysten Bogen, a correspondent for 
the private television station, told NBC News. “Minutes before 
the images were taped, Bogen said he had asked a spokesperson 
whether the battalion had fascist tendencies. ‘The reply was: 
absolutely not, we are just Ukrainian nationalists,’ Bogen said.” 

 Despite the newsworthiness of a U.S.-backed government 
dispatching Nazi storm troopers to attack Ukrainian cities, the 
major U.S. news outlets have gone to extraordinary lengths to 
excuse this behavior, with the Washington Post publishing a 
rationalization that Azov’s use of the Swastika was merely 
“romantic.” 

 This curious description of the symbol most associated with 
the depravity of the Holocaust and the devastation of World War 
II can be found in the last three paragraphs of a Post lead story 
published in September 2014. Post correspondent Anthony 
Faiola portrayed the Azov fighters as “battle-scarred patriots” 
nobly resisting “Russian aggression” and willing to resort to 
“guerrilla war” if necessary. 

 The article found nothing objectionable about Azov’s plans 
for “sabotage, targeted assassinations and other insurgent 
tactics” against Russians, although such actions in other contexts 
are regarded as terrorism. The extremists even extended their 
threats to the government of Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko if he agrees to a peace deal with the ethnic Russian 
east that is not to the militia’s liking. 

 “If Kiev reaches a deal with rebels that they don’t support, 
paramilitary fighters say they could potentially strike pro-
Russian targets on their own – or even turn on the government 
itself,” the article stated. 

 The Post article – like almost all of its coverage of Ukraine 
– was laudatory about the Kiev forces fighting ethnic Russians 
in the east, but the newspaper did have to do some quick 
thinking to explain a photograph of a Swastika gracing an Azov 
brigade barracks. So, in the last three paragraphs of the story, 
Faiola reported: “One platoon leader, who called himself Kirt, 
conceded that the group’s far right views had attracted about two 
dozen foreign fighters from around Europe. 

 “In one room, a recruit had emblazoned a swastika above 
his bed. But Kirt … dismissed questions of ideology, saying that 
the volunteers – many of them still teenagers – embrace symbols 
and espouse extremist notions as part of some kind of ‘romantic’ idea.” 

 Despite these well-documented facts, the New York Times 
excised this reality from its article about the Azov battalion’s 
defense of Mariupol last February. But isn’t the role of Nazis 

newsworthy? In other contexts, the Times is quick to note and 
condemn any sign of a Nazi resurgence in Europe. However, in 
Ukraine, where neo-Nazis, such as Andriy Parubiy served as the 
coup regime’s first national security chief and Nazi militias are 
at the center of regime’s military operations, the Times goes 
silent on the subject. 

 Rather than fully inform its readers about a crisis that has 
the potential of becoming a nuclear showdown between the 
United States and Russia, the Times has chosen to simply be a 
fount of State Department propaganda, often terming any 
reference to Kiev’s Nazi storm troopers to be “Russian 
propaganda.” Now, however, a unanimous U.S. House of 
Representatives – of all things – has acknowledged the 
unpleasant truth.  

Investigative reporter Robert Parry broke many of the Iran-
Contra stories for The Associated Press and Newsweek in the 
1980s. https://consortiumnews.com/2015/06/12/u-s-house-admits-nazi-
role-in-ukraine/ 

MIDDLE EAST 
J Street combats Jewish establishment 
By David Abramowitz 
J Street was founded in April 2008 to provide a political home 
for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans believing that a “two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is essential...” and that 
the West Bank settlements hamper true peace negotiations. J 
Street’s founding Executive Director is Jeremy Ben-Ami, a 
former domestic policy adviser in the Clinton Administration. 
The initial support of J Street came from multi-billionaire 
George Soros, who withdrew before its initial launch. In 
September 2010 Soros’ secret funding of the group was 
disclosed.  

 At its March 21-23, 2015 Washington, D.C. Conference, 
shortly after Netanyahu’s election victory, it demonstrated a 
combative orientation emphasizing its clear, new position 
against both Israel’s leadership and the Jewish establishment. 
This new militancy permeated its conference of 3,000 supporters 
from across the U.S. In both formal and informal discussions, 
participants referred to Netanyahu as “racist.” Executive 
Director Ben-Ami received prolonged applause when he 
addressed Netanyahu directly, exclaiming, “You don’t speak for us.” 

 There was overwhelming approval to adopt an agenda that 
directly opposes Jewish organizations which J Street considers 
complicit with Israel’s occupation of some 2.5 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank and its siege of 1.5 million more 
in Gaza. 

 In 2014, J Street initiated a serious attempt to gain 
membership in the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations, establishment Jewry’s primary umbrella 
group for Israel-related issues. J Street was rejected, though it 
initiated a debate within the community that led to restructuring 
of some of the Presidents Conference’s membership rules. 
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 “The message that we’re sending to the American Jewish 
community,” Ben-Ami said, “is that you, as the institutions of 
the community, need to stand up and make clear that the 
continued growth of settlements and the continued occupation 
across the Green Line [are] not acceptable to the American 
Jewish community.” One initiative is J Street’s position to 
restore the Green Line to Israeli maps used by Jewish 
organizations, schools and synagogues. 

 J Street, while not supporting the general international BDS 
movement, now calls on its members and supporters to examine 
their Jewish philanthropic portfolios and eliminate groups which 
support Jewish settlements in the West Bank. Initial signs 
indicate that J Street’s effort to stir the community is being 
noticed.  

For a complete report of this J Street conference visit: 
http://forward.com/news/israel/217456/j-street-newly-combative-takes-
on-the-jewish-estab/#ixzz3h6FWlVya  

INTERNATIONAL 
The rise of the non-leftist Left 

The radical reconfiguration of Southern European 
politics 

By James Petras 
Over the past decade fundamental changes have taken place in 
Southern Europe, which have broken with previous political 
alignments, resulting in the virtual disappearance of traditional 
“leftist” parties, the decline of trade unions and the emergence of 
“middle class radicalism”. 

 New political movements, purportedly on the left, no longer 
are based on class conscious workers nor are they embedded in 
the class struggle. Likewise on the right, greater attention is paid 
to escalating the repressive capacity of the state instead of state 
intervention in pursuit of economic markets.  

 Radicalization of the right, including massive cutbacks in 
social spending, has demolished welfare programs. The 
dispossession of households has uprooted cohesive 
neighborhood-based social organizations. 

  In place of the class based traditional left, “non-leftist left” 
movements have emerged. Their leaders embrace “participatory 
democracy” but engage in vertical political practice. 

 On the right, politics no longer revolve around conserving 
national economic privileges. Rightwing leaders willingly 
subordinate their economies and society to imperial led crusades, 
which empty national sovereignty of any meaning while 
pillaging the national treasury. 

 This essay will proceed to discuss these complex changes 
and their meaning. 

The “Non-Leftist Left” in Southern Europe 

The economic crisis, in particular the imposition of severe cuts 
in wages, pensions and other social welfare programs by 

rightwing and social democratic governments have led to 
widespread discontent, which the traditional workplace based 
leftist parties have been unable to address and mobilize the 
people. Prolonged and deepening unemployment and the growth 
of temporary employment have affected over 50% of the labor 
force. 

 Union representation has declined precipitously, further 
weakening the presence of traditional leftist parties in factories. 

 Large-scale evictions, foreclosure of mortgages and 
accompanying job losses have led to neighborhood-based anti-
eviction movements and struggles. Millions of young workers 
now depend on their grandparents’ pensions and remain with 
two older generations in their parents’ home. For the young 
workers, the degradation of everyday life, the loss of personal 
autonomy and the inability to live independently have led to 
revolts for “dignity”. 

 The traditional left parties and trade unions have failed (or 
not attempted) to organize the unemployed. They have failed to 
attract the young and the downwardly mobile temporary workers 
in anything resembling class-based, class struggle-oriented 
movements. 

 Paradoxically despite the deepening crisis among most 
workers, the traditional left has declined. Its workplace 
orientation and its language of class struggle do not resonate 
with those without jobs or prospects. For the radicalized middle 
class the traditional left is too radical in seeking to overturn 
capitalism and too distant from power to realize changes. 

 The radicalized middle class includes public employees, 
professionals and self-employed private contractors who aspire 
to, and until recently, experienced upward mobility but have 
now found their path blocked by the austerity programs imposed 
by rightwing, as well as, social democratic parties. 

 Frustrated by the social democrats’ betrayal and facing 
downward mobility, the radicalized middle class are disoriented 
and fragmented. Many have joined amorphous street protests; 
some have even embraced, temporarily in most cases, the 
alternative traditional rightwing parties only to encounter even 
more brutal job cuts, insecurity and downward mobility. 

 The middle classes deeply resent being denied the 
opportunity for  upward mobility for themselves and their 
children. They resent their formerly “moderately progressive” 
Social Democratic leaders’ betrayal of their interests. Their 
radicalism is directed toward restoring their past access to social 
advancement. Their deep-seated hostility to the authorities is 
rooted in the loss of their previous status as a result of the crisis. 

 Middle class radicalism is tempered by nostalgia for the 
past. This radicalism is rooted in the struggle to restore the 
European Union’s social subsidies and growth policies. They 
remember a recent past of rising living standards and “social 
inclusion”, now denied their own children. This vision guides 
the rhetoric that the progressive middle class had earned and 
enjoyed their rising incomes as a result of their own “merit”. 
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 Today the radicalized middle class looks for practical, 
specifically defined and government-sponsored policies that can 
restore their past prosperity. They do not aim to “level the 
playing field” for everyone but to prevent their proletariazation.  
They reject the politics of the traditional left parties because 
class struggle and worker-centered ideologies do not promote 
their own social aspirations. 

 For most radicalized middle class activists the culprits are 
“austerity”, the mega-bank swindlers and the political 
kleptocrats. They seek parties that can reform or moralize 
capitalism and restore “individual dignity”. They want to kick 
out corrupt officials. They demand “participatory democracy” 
rather than the traditional left’s goal of public ownership under 
worker control.  

 Under the specific conditions generated by the current social 
crisis, a non-leftist left (NLL) has emerged throughout Europe.  
Spontaneous, amorphous, “anarchic”, extra-institutional and 
“street-centered”, the NLL has adopted an irreverent style. The 
NLL, in its origins, rejected political parties, well-defined 
programs and disciplined cadres in favor of spontaneity and 
irreverence toward institutions. 

 As the appeal of the NLL grew, the unemployed, the 
temporary workers, the insecure and unprotected non-unionized 
workers and the radicalized middle class joined demonstrations 
and found safety in the crowds. They were attracted by the 
appeals from “the street” to oust the incumbent kleptocrats. 

 Emerging from this movement aimed at the downwardly 
mobile middle class’ anger, Podemos in Spain, Syriza in Greece 
and Five Stars in Italy have appealed to all the people 
disconnected from power, by promising a restoration of “dignity 
and respect.”  They made amorphous appeals to “end austerity” 
with only a vague promise  that they would create jobs. 

 The NLL leadership, however, is most clearly influenced by 
the non-radical resentments of the downwardly mobile middle 
class. 

 They never engaged in class struggles and have rejected 
class ideology. For the NLL leaders, social polarization is mostly 
a vehicle for building an electoral base.  Their participation in 
small-scale local struggles was presented as “proof” that the 
NLL leaders spoke to authentic popular aspirations. 

Non-Leftist Left’s Transition: From Street to Public Office 
From the street, the NLL moved swiftly to elections and from 
elections they proceeded to form coalitions with traditional 
parties. Strategic decisions were taken by a small coterie of 
personalistic leaders: They redefined “participatory democracy” 
to refer only to local neighborhood activism and issues – not 
national issues, which were the realm of “experts”. 

 Syriza, the first NLL to reach power, reflected the immense 
gap between the radical posturing of its leaders in opposition and 
their cringing conformity before Established Power (the Troika:  
IMF, European Commission, Central Bank) once elected to 
government. 

 Syriza embodied middle class resentment toward the Euro-
technocratic elite in Brussels whom they blamed for their loss of 
past prosperity and job security and for the ongoing degradation 
of everyday life. Syriza denounced the Troika while it remained 
under its tutelage. It excoriated the EU elite in the highest moral 
tones for doing what its elite class interests dictated, that is, 
defend the EU bankers, extract debt payments and threaten their 
underlings. In practice, Syriza never applied any class analysis to 
the Troika’s policy as it continued to refer to their “EU 
partners”. ..even as they imposed brutal demands. 

 Once in power the Syriza leaders never mobilized a single 
mass protest and never even threatened a general strike in the 
face of EU colonial dictates.  

 In the end, Syriza surrendered to the dictates of higher 
powers of the Troika and their Eurozone acolytes, but not until it 
had emptied the Greek Treasury. The leaders have combined the 
worst of all worlds: a bankrupt national economy, a “protesting” 
but fundamentally colonial regime and a disenchanted electorate.  

 Where Syriza wildly succeeded was in marginalizing the 
traditional left (the Greek Communist Party). It reaffirmed the 
historic pattern: free floating movements of the moment end up 
being run by personalistic leaders who presume to speak for “the 
people” while bending over to their overseas overlords. 

NLL in Spain and Italy:  Podemos and Five Stars 
 Podemos in Spain and Five Stars in Italy are ready to follow 
Syriza’s path of colonial subservience. They rejected and 
successfully marginalized the traditional left. They have gained 
mass support, organized mass protests and loudly rejected 
austerity and the dictates of the Troika. 

 While Podemos leaders talk of “participatory democracy”, a 
handful of leaders make all policy pronouncements, decide 
which candidates to support in the elections and determine what 
kind of post-election coalition governments they will join. 

 What gives Podemos and Five Stars their radical appearance 
is their opposition to the governing parties, their rejection of 
“austerity”, their criticism of neoliberalism – and their support 
for “micro-politics” of local grassroots direct-action. 

 At no time or place have they counterpoised an alternative 
to capitalism. Nor have they repudiated illicit debts or supported 
the expropriation of the banks responsible for the pillage their 
economies.   

 Podemos and Five Stars deliberately obscure their politics:  
They are whatever any of their affiliates claim to be. 

 The leaders raise populist demands and speak about 
“dignity”, employment and punishment of corrupt officials.  
They call for an end to authoritarian measures, but avoid any 
real commitments to institutional change, especially of the 
repressive courts, police or armed forces. 

 Podemos and Five Stars criticize the EU’s austerity 
programs while staying in the EU as subordinate members of an 
organization dominated by German bankers.  They promote 
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popular mobilizations which they have turned into vote-
gathering machines for electing their members to office. 

 The NLL’s contradictory politics of populist gestures and 
institutional commitments reflect the politics of a frustrated and 
blocked middle class demanding a restoration of its past status 
and security. Podemos and Five Stars leaders put on the grand 
show of thumbing their noses at the establishment to promote 
limited middle class demands. On a much broader front, the 
leaders of the NLL have not organized any mass protests – let 
alone formed a mass movement which would seriously 
challenge the imperialist powers, NATO, the Middle East wars 
and US-EU sanctions against Russia.  

 Since most of their supporters are anti NATO, in favor of 
Palestinian independence and critical of the Kiev regime the 
popular base of the NLL will act on their own but will have no 
real impact on the current national leadership. 

 The reason for the disparity between leaders and followers 
is clear:  The NLL leaders intend to form post-electoral 
coalitions with the corrupt and reactionary “center left” parties 
so despised and rejected by their own electorate. 

 Following the nationwide Spanish municipal and regional 
elections, Podemos allied with corrupt Socialist Party (PSOE).  
In the municipality of Madrid, Podemos supported the left-center 
coalition Ahora Madrid (Madrid Now), which in turn has allied 
with the center-right Socialists to elect the “progressive” 
mayoral candidate, Manuela Carmena. 

 While the entire “progressive camp” celebrates the defeat of 
the hard-right Popular Party candidate – little has been said 
about consequential changes in the municipal and regional 
budgets, structures of economic power and class relations. 

 “Five Stars”,( Movimento Cinque Stelle or M5S), Italy’s 
non-leftist left is dominated by a single “anti-leader”, Beppe 
Grillo, he defines the party’s programs and affiliations. He is 
known for making clownish, provocative gestures against the 
authorities, calling for a “Fuck the Parliament Day”. 

 It is Beppe who selects the candidates to run for Parliament.  
While in opposition, M5S loudly opposed all NATO wars in the 
Middle East, US military interventions in Latin America and 
free trade agreements. But now ensconced in the European 
Parliament, Beppe has aligned with the Libertarian Right. 

 Five Stars’ (M5S) central demands revolve around “direct 
democracy” and “sustainable development”. It has captured the 
electoral support of the majority of the lower middle class 
gaining 26% of the vote (9 million voters) in the 2013 general 
elections. 

 While Beppe and his colleagues engage in fist fights within 
the Parliament, make radical gestures and spout belligerent 
rhetoric, ‘M5S’  has not supported a workers general strike. It 
participates in each and every election, but has stayed away from 
factory struggles. 

 Radicalism, as grand “gesture politics”, is an entertaining, 
non-threatening response to capitalism since there is no 

concerted effort to form class alliances with workers engaged in 
workplace struggles. 

“‘M5S”, like Podemos and Syriza, expresses the disorganized 
radicalism of the young, frustrated lower middle class raging 
against their downward mobility, while refusing to break with 
the EU .They rail against the concentration of power in the 
hands of the banks, but refuse to pursue their nationalization.  
M5S mobilized 800,000 people in Rome recently but led them 
nowhere. “Five Stars” convokes crowds to meet and cheer its 
leaders and to ridicule the power brokers. Afterwards they all go 
home. 

Conclusion 
 While the “NLL” movements capture the support of the 
“indignant”, the mass of unemployed workers and the evicted 
householders, their leaders do not articulate a serious plan of 
action capable of challenging the economic power structures: 
they raise popular expectations via demands for “change”.  
However, these vague and deceptive slogans allow the NLL 
leaders to join in a medley of opportunist electoral coalitions and 
governmental alliances, with decidedly establishment 
personalities and parties. 

 In Greece, Italy and Spain the traditional left has either 
disappeared, or shrunk to a marginal force. With little or no base 
outside of the workplace and trade unions, they barely secure 
five percent of the votes.  

 The NLL has deepened the isolation of the traditional left 
and has even attracted a part of its social base. NLL’s rejection 
of the traditional left’s tight organization and top down 
leadership and its pluralistic rhetoric appeals to the young.  
Moreover, as the left trade unions have sought compromises 
with the bosses to save the jobs of employed workers and 
ignored the unemployed, the latter has looked to the “open and 
spontaneous” NLL to express their opposition. In Spain’s 
municipal elections, the United Left, a Communist-led electoral 
formation, joined with Podemos to elect Manuela Carmena, the 
“insurgent mayor” of Madrid. 

 While the Euro-US academic left has rightly celebrated the 
emergence of mass opposition to the rightist regimes in Southern 
Europe, they have failed to understand the internal dynamics 
within the NLL movements: the limitations of middle class 
radicalism and their conformists’ goals. 

 The example of Syriza in Greece is a warning of the fatal 
consequences of middle class leaders trying to realize radical 
changes, within the neo-liberal framework imposed by the EU. 

Epilogue  

 Currently, the best example of the opportunism and bankruptcy 
of the NLL is found in the successful Mayor-elect of Madrid, 
Manuela Carmena, whose victory was hailed by Podemos as the 
“great victory for the people” at a recent celebration. 

 For her part, Mayor-elect Carmena has wasted no time 
repudiating all “five basic emergency reforms” promised during 
the elections. In a press conference, the so-called “progressive 
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Mayor of Madrid” announced (with a cynical grin) that “promise 
number one” - a public bank - was no longer needed because she 
was satisfied to work with the private banking oligarchy. She 
refused to pursue “promise number two” -  to provide subsidies 
for electricity, water and gas for poor families cut off from those 
services, claiming such support was too early and could wait 
until winter. 

 Regarding Podemos “promise number three” - a debt 
moratorium, Carmena insisted that “we will keep paying, for 
now”.  On “promise number four” favoring public over private 
contractors for municipal contracts, Carmena reversed the 
position: “We can’t change right away.” 

 Carmena even repudiated “promise number five” - to 
immediately implement a summer meals program for poor 
children, insisting that she would rely on the inadequate 
programs of far right predecessor. 

 Moreover, Mayor-elect Carmena went even further, staffing 
her administration with far-right holdovers from the previous 
government to strategic policy-making positions.  For example, 
she appointed Carmen Roman, a former Director General of the 
far right Prime Minister Aznar, as Senior Executive of Madrid.  
She defended these reactionary decisions claiming that she was 
looking for “technocrats who are the best professional 
administrations”. Indeed, Carmen Roman had implemented mass 
firing of public workers and the dismantling of social programs 
in the “best professional” manner possible! 

 Carmena further betrayed her Podemos electorate by 
insisting she looked forward to working with the hard right 
Prime Minister Rajoy and flatly rejected the idea of promoting a 
progressive alternative! 

 In less than one week, the euphoria over the victory of 
Podemos-backed candidates has been dissipated by these acts of 
cynical opportunism: the non-leftist left has betrayed its 
electorate, from the very start!  

James Petras is a Bartle Professor (Emeritus) of Sociology at 
Binghamton University, New York. 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-rise-of-the-non-leftist-left-the-radical-
reconfiguration-of-southern-european-politics/5457335 
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