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http://www.auroralevinsmorales.com/main-blog/vahavta

Say these words when you lie down and when you rise up, 
when you go out and when you return. In times of mourning 
and in times of joy. Inscribe them on your doorposts, 
embroider them on your garments, tattoo them on your shoulders, 
teach them to your children, your neighbors, your enemies, 
recite them in your sleep, here in the cruel shadow of empire: 
Another world is possible.

Thus spoke the prophet Roque Dalton: 
All together they have more death than we, 
but all together, we have more life than they. 
There is more bloody death in their hands 
than we could ever wield, unless 
we lay down our souls to become them, 
and then we will lose everything. So instead,

imagine winning.  This is your sacred task. 
This is your power. Imagine  
every detail of winning, the exact smell of the summer streets 
in which no one has been shot, the muscles you have never 
unclenched from worry, gone soft as newborn skin, 
the sparkling taste of food when we know 
that no one on earth is hungry, that the beggars are fed, 
that the old man under the bridge and the woman 
wrapping herself in thin sheets in the back seat of a car, 
and the children who suck on stones, 
nest under a flock of roofs that keep multiplying their shelter. 
Lean with all your being towards that day 
when the poor of the world shake down a rain of good fortune 
out of the heavy clouds, and justice rolls down like waters.

Defend the world in which we win as if it were your child. 
It is your child. 
Defend it as if it were your lover. 
It is your lover.

When you inhale and when you exhale 
breathe the possibility of another world 
into the 37.2 trillion cells of your body 
until it shines with hope. 
Then imagine more.

Continued on page 2.

Programs
at a Glance

NOVEMBER

Sunday November 5, 2017 
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
UJPO-Toronto Annual General Meeting 
Details on page 2

Friday November 10, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 
Alternative Shabbes Potluck 
In the Name of Humanity: The Secret 
Deal to End the Holocaust 
Details on page 7

Monday November 20, 2017 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Workshop with Emily Green 
and Lia Tarachansky 
“Beyond Polarized Kvetching: 
How to Effectively Communicate 
on Israel/Palestine” (Part 1) 
Details on page 6

Thursday November 23, 2017 
7:00 p.m 
Zing! Zing! Zing! 
UJPO’s Singing Group 
Details on page 6

DECEMBER 

Monday December 4, 2017 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
“Beyond Polarized Kvetching” (Part 2)

Sunday December 10 , 2017 
2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
UJPO 90th Anniversary and 
Chanukah Celebration 
Details coming soon.

Thursday December 14, 2017 
7:00 p.m 
Zing! Zing! Zing!

Sunday December 17, 2017 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Morris Winchevsky School Chanukah Party 
918 Bathurst Street 
Details on page 8

Events at the Winchevsky Centre 
unless otherwise specified.

A chairlift is available.



2

Continued from page 1.

Imagine rape is unimaginable. Imagine war is a scarcely credible rumor 
That the crimes of our age, the grotesque inhumanities of greed, 
the sheer and astounding shamelessness of it, the vast fortunes 
made by stealing lives, the horrible normalcy it came to have, 
is unimaginable to our heirs, the generations of the free.

Don’t waver. Don’t let despair sink its sharp teeth 
Into the throat with which you sing.  Escalate your dreams. 
Make them burn so fiercely that you can follow them down 
any dark alleyway of history and not lose your way. 
Make them burn clear as a starry drinking gourd 
Over the grim fog of exhaustion, and keep walking. 

Hold hands. Share water. Keep imagining. 
So that we, and the children of our children’s children 
may live

This year at Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur, we broke with our tradition of having a shpiel about the year and its discontents. 
Instead, we turned to the poets to allow their imagery to inspire us into the future. V’Ahavta was read by sue goldstein at 
Rosh Hashonah. “V’Ahavta” is a prayer that follows the “Shema” in Judaism. Here, it is a wish and a plea without a focus 
on a deity. On Yom Kippur, sue read A Moment of Silence by Emmanuel Ortiz: http://bit.ly/2hqTbXF.

United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto & the Morris Winchevsky School
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday November 5, 2017 • 10:00 a.m. • Winchevsky Centre
It is an exciting time at the United Jewish People’s 
Order and the Morris Winchevsky School. We have new 
staff, new programs and a growing sense of 
renewal. Please plan to attend the AGM and 
consider running for the Board of Directors or 
nominating someone else.

In addition to AGM business, we will hear from 
UJPO President Julia Barnett about the SEDQ 
conference she attended in South Africa. SEDQ is 
a network of Jewish people(s) from around the world 
working for justice in Palestine as part of the global 
struggle for justice in the world.

A bagel breakfast will be served at 10:00 a.m.
The AGM will begin promptly at  10:30 a.m

Please RSVP to info@ujpo.org 
by November 1, 2017 

to participate in the AGM.

Image found at: 
http://shasullivan.blogspot.ca/2014/02/another-world-is-possible.html
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On Friday, October 13 approximately 35 people —  young, 
old and in between —  gathered for a politics-infused 
potluck Shabbat dinner at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Jointly sponsored by IfNotNow-Toronto and the United 
Jewish People’s Order-Toronto, the event aimed to build 
community across generations through a discussion of 
Jewish activism, past and present.

Following the Shabbat ritual of candles, challah and wine, 
and a tasty potluck nosh, we broke into intergenerational 
pairs to converse for three minutes each, with the 
following questions as guides:

• What brings you here tonight? Why do you want 
to engage in intergenerational conversations 
about Jewish activism? How is this important to 
you and to your political/cultural work?

• Have you been/are you currently active in 
political/social movements? Talk about when, 
where and why. How did/does your Jewish 
identity relate to that activism?

• Have you been or are you currently active in 
Jewish political/social movements? Talk about 
when, where and why. What did it mean/does 
it mean for that movement to be Jewish?

• Is religion a part of your Jewish identity? Is 
secularism a part of your Jewish identity? Do 
faith, atheism, ritual practice or secularism 
help you understand what it means for you 
to be Jewish?

• Have you been or are you currently affiliated 
with a Jewish organization or institution? Did 
you/do you face barriers to being a part of that 
organization or to feel comfortable in it? What 
would make participation better or easier?

• What is important to you right now in your 
political/social/cultural work?

Who knows if people actually stuck to the questions, but 
the room was abuzz with talk, laughter and connection. 
We repeated the exercise four times, so that each 
participant met four other people. Then we broke into 
small groups, and finally returned to the larger group.

What did people say in the large group? Many of the 
younger people were surprised and delighted to meet 
people over 35 who shared their critique of the Israeli 
occupation and other political views. Many did not 
know about UJPO’s existence and its long history of 
activism, even though they may have lived close by. 
Many of the older people were delighted to meet a 
new generation of activists and to witness the energy, 
thoughtfulness and commitment they are bringing 
to their political and cultural work.

Many people of all generations expressed a desire to 
repeat this coming together in a multi-generational 
context — to continue the conversation and perhaps to 
engage in a project or action together. We are reflecting 
on how and when to do this. If you have thoughts or ideas 
or would like to be involved in the planning, please contact 
Rachel Epstein at repstein@winchevskycentre.org. 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF FRIDAY THE 13TH!

Photo: Lia Tarachansky

Photo: Rachel Epstein
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SHULE CORNER    SHULE CORNER

The 2017/2018 year kicked off with a bang at the Morris 
Winchevsky School. The first four weeks were dedicated 
to the High Holidays. Starting with a holistic approach 
to Rosh Hashanah, students learned about the Jewish 
calendar and why we celebrate our New Year in the middle 
of the year. We learned about Abraham’s epic journey from 
the Mesopotamian city-state of Ur to Hebron and Egypt, 
discussed the idea of the Covenant, and practiced making 
our own promises for our future selves. In the second week 
we reflected on Yom Kippur, learning about the importance 
of asking for forgiveness and forgiving others. As a truly 
communal holiday, on Yom Kippur we also performed a 
collective Tashlich, writing down the parts of our lives and 
ourselves we did not want to bring into the year ahead, 
and reflecting on how to change our behaviour towards 
ourselves, our loved ones, and our communities. Sukkot 
was once again celebrated in Dufferin Grove Park with 
warm cider and hot chocolate, a campfire, a beautiful 
Sukkah constructed by Lev Jaeger, Shlomit Segal and 
friends, songs, and a fun family game of Jewperdy through 
which we learned about this harvest festival and its rich 

symbolism of unity and harmony. Lastly, on October 
15 the Shule took a secular approach to the holiday of 
Simchat Torah, reflecting on the millennia old traditions 
of codifying our stories through written and oral texts. We 
took a broad approach to the kinds of texts we deemed 
significant and reflected on the old practice of Responsa 
that led to the writing of the Talmud. In the weeks ahead we 
will be looking at how creation myths from Judaism to the 
Indigenous communities in Turtle Island/Canada form our 
understanding of where we come from, how ceremonies 
of transition help us to experientially learn life lessons, and 
how these lessons evolved through the centuries.

I’d like to remind everyone that our next community 
event will be a school trip to the Royal Ontario Museum 
(Grades 1-B’nai Mitzvah) on November 5 followed by the 
Chanukah party on December 17. If you haven’t done so 
already, please email me a confirmation that your child will 
be attending the ROM trip so that we can get their ticket. 
If you would like to volunteer as a parent chaperone, please 
let me know and we will get you a ticket.

A Message from Lia Tarachansky, MWS Education Director

Introducing Our Two New Teachers!
A fond farewell to Aaron Hale, with us ever-so-briefly. Wishing you luck, Aaron, on the stage. 

And so long to Lindsay Mockler, last year’s Grades 1-3 teacher. 
You will both be missed.

ALEX BARNES STERLING STUTZ

Alex is originally from Scotland 
and arrived in Canada in early 
2017. He studied education and 
sociology at university and is 
currently an elementary school 
teacher. He has a background in 
and a passion for informal and 
alternative Jewish education. 
Alex also loves cooking, film and 
all things Lego!

Sterling is a Jewish educator 
and community organizer 
rooted in the values of social and 
economic justice, collaborative 
action, and in constant 
reinterpretations. She has taught 
preschool and elementary 
students and enjoys asking 
questions, shooting basketballs 
and learning about Judaism.

Morris Winchevsky School Classes
Sundays 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
918 Bathurst Street
Kinder Kapers 
Sundays 10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Remaining Fall Semester KK Dates:
November  12 and 26
December 10 and 17

Grades 1-3 listen intently to Miriam Brookman  Photos by Lia Tarachansky              Questions from Grades 4-6
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Indar “Leo” Mangal died 
October 2, 2017. From what 
can be gleaned from his 
Trinidadian passport, Leo 
arrived in Canada as a visitor 
in September 1980. He had 
been medically prescreened 
in Port of Spain, and travelled 
back and forth between 
Canada and Trinidad each year 
until 1988. In December 1988, 
he visited the Toronto Central 
Citizenship and Immigration 

Canada (CIC) for the purpose of being reported under 
the Immigration Act, and indicated his intent to make a 
Refugee Claim. He received a Social Insurance Number (SIN). 
From there the paperwork goes cold. One can only assume 
that the Refugee Claim was never heard.

Perhaps that is why Leo was a man with many stories, 
which over the years got bigger, and better. Always full 
of rather remarkable tales, not always consistent with 
the last, one was left with the impression of a man who 
was very clever at remaining somewhat of a mystery.

Through the efforts of Camp’s Bob Gough, Leo was 
granted social assistance last year. He had become ill, 

and was finally diagnosed with cancer. Thanks to Bob, Leo 
was able to survive his inability to work, and continue to 
quietly carry on as his condition deteriorated.

Leo had struck up a comfortable relationship with Peter 
on Hill 1 over the past decade, and Peter would take him 
shopping, and when the need for a doctor arose a few 
months ago, an introduction was made to Peter’s doctor. 
The angels smiled upon Leo at this point. When the time 
came for palliative care (which came as a seeming surprise 
to Leo), he was moved to the Bethell Hospice in Inglewood. 
It took some adjusting, as there were some ‘rules’ to live 
by. If we learned anything about Leo, it was that he never 
has lived by ‘rules.’ When he entered palliative care, it was 
expected that his passing would be short, perhaps a couple 
of weeks. Little did the staff, who grew very fond of him, 
know that they would be entertained for a few months by 
the great storyteller of Brampton.

What is certain is that this quiet, affable man spent a 
couple of decades at Camp Naivelt eking out a living from 
odd jobs here and there. At the end of his life, he was well 
cared for by a handful of friends, and the staff of Bethell, 
and his ‘adopted’ country of choice ensured that he had 
a final resting place in his beloved Brampton. Some of his 
handiwork at Camp remains, and the memories of his stories 
will always leave us with a smile. Rest In Peace old friend.

Photo from Naivelt News, No. 3, July 15, 2017, p. 4           Phil Ciglen concert.   Photo: Jenny Lewis

Remembering Indar “Leo” Mangal, Camp Naivelt’s Handyman and Storyteller
By Christine Cushing and Peter Jarocki

C A M P  N A I V E LT
OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY
Undzer Zumer Heym! – Our Summer Home
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New connections were made with people in Brampton, 
social justice issues featured prominently as always, 
and volunteers found multiple opportunities to shine 
and learn new skills. And of course, there was Yoga, 
Aquafit, the many feasts, brunches, river walks, and 
camp fires. Featured speakers included Stephen Lewis, 
Judy Deutsch of IJV and Science for Peace, Shule 
parent and archivist, David Evans, Navi Aujila from the 
Peel Region chapter of 15 and Fairness, and 
Mohammed Hashim, Cynthia Levine-Rasky, and 
Sabreena Ghaffar-Siddiqui speaking at the Peace Tea, 
which focussed on building local community amidst 
the rise in Islamophobia. Other highlights included: A 
showing of the Big Labowsky at the Lasowsky, SoCirc 
at Naivelt, our Naivelt coffee house, Zing! Zing! Zing! — 
UJPO’s new singing group. And, of course, Music and 
Arts Camp. Not too bad for one summer!

Camp is flourishing in so many respects. Over the last 
decade many cabins have been rehabilitated; we have been 
consistently enjoying culturally, politically, and intellectually 
stimulating programming consistent with our progressive 
secular Jewish values; and, we are financially stable.

But as a community we need to look carefully at what it 
takes to keep Naivelt going. There are just too many jobs 
to be done. Our infrastructure can no longer be managed 
by an ever-changing group of part-time, seasonal 
volunteers. 

So, we have agreed to strike up some “Working Groups” in 
order to tackle some of these bigger issues:

• Hiring of a Camp Manager.
• Managing our Public Buildings & Spaces, 

starting with renovating the Ritz.  
• Reviewing our Governance documents & Policies. 
• Environment working group.

To help keep all of this organized and moving, we welcome 
the 2018 Camp Committee:

Returning: Tina Blazer, Christine Cushing, Max Wallace, 
Barbara Morris, Robert Bredin, Deb O’Rourke, Marina 
Sokolov.

And joining this year: Sean Gacich, Elissa Hermolin and 
Robin Vogl.

Zing! Zing! Zing!, UJPO-Toronto’s new singing group 
which began in the Spring of this year, is gathering a 
following. More than thirty people met and sang and 
kibitzed last month. Regular monthly sessions are 
planned. Have a yen to sing? Then come on and Zing!

Upcoming Zing! Zing! Zing! sessions at the Winchevsky 
Centre for the remainder of 2017: 
Thursday November 23 — 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday December 14 — 7:00 p.m.

For more information, email Max Wallace at 
maxwallace@gmail.com.

Zing! Zing! Zing!

Another exciting season at Camp!

Summer 2017 at Naivelt 
by Tina Blazer

Zinging October 19 at Winchevsky.   Photo: Rachel Epstein

Mondays: November 20 and December 4 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.

The United Jewish People’s Order, in collaboration 
with Independent Jewish Voices, is offering a two-part 
workshop series, facilitated by our Education Director, 
Lia Tarachansky, and her colleague, Emily Green.

Have you felt overwhelmed by polarized worldviews on 
Israel and Palestine within your family or community? Do 
you feel like you most your communication on the issue 
devolves into a set of monologues, rather than heartfelt 
dialogue? Come to these workshops and learn how to 
effectively communicate, and be heard in your politicized 
and urgently-needed conversations on Israel/Palestine.

Registration is limited to 15 people. Cost is $30 (or pay 
what you can) for both workshops. The workshops are a 
series so we ask that you attend both evenings.

Register by emailing: info@ujpo.org  
First come, first serve. 

BEYOND POLARIZED KVETCHING: 
How to Effectively Communicate 

on Israel/Palestine
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Alternative Shabbes for Holocaust Education Week

IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY
The Secret Deal to End the Holocaust
Potluck Dinner & Book Launch with UJPO member, Max Wallace
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2017
6:30 P.M. @ THE WINCHEVSKY CENTRE

In the Name of Humanity: The Secret Deal to End the Holocaust, written by New York Times bestselling author 
and Holocaust historian, Max Wallace, reveals the dramatic and untold story of how the Nazis were deceived into 
ending the Holocaust. The book, launched this past August, documents the secret negotiations between Himmler, the 
architect of the Nazi genocide, and a Swiss Jewish rescue committee led by an Orthodox Jewish woman, named Recha 
Sternbuch, and her husband Isaac. Together they enlisted the former President of Switzerland, Jean-Marie Musy, to 
negotiate on behalf of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis.

6:30 p.m. Arrival, Candlelighting, Wine & Challah — 7:00 p.m. Dinner — 7:45 p.m. Program begins
What to Bring: Potluck dish to share.

RSVP is appreciated, last-minute arrivals are welcomed.
To RSVP please email: info@winchevskycentre.org or call 416.789.5502

Children and families are welcome though formal childcare will not be provided.
Join us on the 79th anniversary of Kristallnacht for the launch of this important book 

and a discussion with author and UJPO member, Max Wallace.
Review in the Catholic News Service: http://bit.ly/2yWpI1s — Interview with Max Wallace in McClean’s: http://bit.ly/2ialtFy 

In 1933, the effects of Hitler’s administration were felt across the world. In Toronto Jews, already institutionally 
excluded from summer resorts outside the city, would spend their summers making use of the city’s amenities. This 
sparked a backlash from the more xenophobic residents of Toronto, some of whom formed “Swastika Clubs,” whose 
purpose it was to marginalize Jews and others.
On August 16, 1933 at a community baseball game involving a largely Jewish and Italian team, a “Swastika Club” raised 
a banner featuring the symbol of the Nazi Party. Frustrated at the police’s ongoing willingness to let open displays of 
hatred and incitement to violence slide, Jews and Italians present took matters into their own 
hands. In the spirit of community self-defence, they destroyed the Swastika display, and the 
resulting street-fight came to be known as the Christie Pits Riot.
The open organizing of fascists and white nationalists currently in Toronto, and their 
harassment of Muslim and transgender people, demonstrates once again the need for the spirit 
of solidarity and community self-defence among the city’s communities. We must learn from 
struggles of the past, and work toward a future free from racism and anti-LGBTQ+ hate.

Editor’s note: On August 20, 2017, a commemoration of the Christie Pits Riot was held in Christie 
Pits. Organized by local Anti-Fascist activists, the event drew approximately 200 people, with the 
Jewish Defense League (JDL) and white supremacists threatening to show up (they didn’t). UJPO-
Toronto was there with our banner. Julia Barnett spoke on behalf of UJPO. For more on this event, 
see Barbara Silverstein’s article in the Canadian Jewish News: http://bit.ly/2vkSbZx 
             Photo of Julia Barnett speaking: Barbara Silverstein

Jacob Zelig is a local Anti-Fascist organizer

Commemorating the Christie Pits Riot and Anti-Fascist Organizing Today
by Jacob Zelig



Welcome New Members...
Ilana Gutman, Lois Fine

Morris Winchevsky School Chanukah Party

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre.

Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School.”

Please join us to celebrate and honour Barbara Blaser for the enormous contribution 
she has made to the UJPO community and its institutions over many years.

On Sunday, November 19 we want to acknowledge and celebrate Barbara, and to recognize she and her partner, Sol, 
for their consistent and much-appreciated efforts. Join us for:

•  A delicious brunch
•  Live music and singing

•  Photos, video and speeches
Please arrive at 11:00 am for brunch. Program will start at 11:30 am.
Here is a link to the official invitation: http://evite.me/CktPYwQVvH

RSVP to the evite invitation (link above) or by email to info@ujpo.org by November 12, 2017.

Sunday December 17, 2017 
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
918 Bathurst Street
$5/person • $15/family 
Morris Winchevsky School provides 
latkes, sufganiyot (doughnuts) 
and beverages.

Please RSVP! 416-789-5502
or email: info@mwstoronto.org

We will soon launch our new website (screen capture 
below), designed by Lucah Rosenberg-Lee.

Look for it in early November!

Community News New Website Coming Soon


