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NOVEMBER

Wednesday November 5th – 7pm 
Holocaust Education Week 
Film Screening and Panel: 
The Forgotten Genocide 
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday November 16th 
10am-1pm 
Morris Winchevsky School/ 
UJPO-Toronto 
Annual General Meeting 
Winchevsky Centre

Friday November 21st 
6:30pm 
Fraytik Tsu Nakht – Open Mic 
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday November 30th – 11:30am 
Outlook Fundraiser: 
The Future of Progressive Media 
Judy Rebick and Rick Salutin, 
Winchevsky Centre

DECEMBER

Sunday December 7th – 11am-1pm 
Searching for My Roots 
Adult Education 
918 Bathurst Street

Sunday December 14th – 11 am-1pm 
Chanukah Celebration 
918 Bathurst Street

Regular Weekly Programs 
Sundays 10am-12:30pm 
Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
918 Bathurst Street

Find us on Facebook & Twitter:
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr

THE BEN SHEK SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD 2014
The term “social justice” implies fairness and 
mutual obligation in society; we are responsible 
for each other and should ensure that all have 
equal chances to succeed in life.

Ben Zion Shek, for whom the award is named, 
was born in Palestine and arrived with his 
parents via Poland at the age of seven. On 
arriving in Toronto he was introduced to 
our organization at Camp Naivelt. While 
attending Harbord Collegiate, Ben joined the 
Youth Division of the Labour League which 
was the forerunner to the UJPO. He attended 
a Yiddish Teachers course and taught in the 
Morris Winchevsky School in the mid 1940’s. 
Ben taught at Harbord Collegiate from where 
he was dismissed for “incompetence” which 
was a result of his involvement in the left-
wing movement. He took his dismissal as 
an opportune time to further his studies at 
University of Toronto and obtained a PhD in 
French. Ben was hired by U of T where he had 
a long and distinguished career as a Professor 
of French. He became an authority on 
Québecois literature. Ben was appointed a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 2002.

Since the l980’s, Ben served on the UJPO 
National Board and led the repertoire 
committee of the Toronto Jewish Folk Choir.

Ben was a very strong believer that every 
person in this world deserves to be treated with 
dignity and respect regardless of race, gender, 
colour, religion, age or ethnicity. Ben dedicated 
a lifetime to social justice and to the values of 
the UJPO.

The recipient of the award this year has 
certainly been known to follow many and 
perhaps more of these social justice values: 

• marching in demonstrations under the 
UJPO banner whether it is for women’s 
rights, Indigenous rights, or for justice in 
Palestine and Israel
• being involved in organizing social 
justice movements

These are the true values of Social Justice.  
There are people here this evening who 
personify all of the above values of social justice 
both nationally and internationally. They 
have been very active in these areas 
within the UJPO locally and nationally as 
well as with other groups.

It is my honour and privilege on behalf of the 
United Jewish People’s Order - Canada to ask 
Ronnee Jaeger and Sam Blatt to please come 
forward and accept the Ben Shek Social Justice 
Award for 2014. 

Presentation by Barbara Blaser 
Recipients Sam Blatt & Ronnee Jaeger, with their grandaughter Zohar



United Jewish 
People’s Order
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NATIONAL NEWS    ujpo-canada report
By Lyn Center 
UJPO-Canada Secretary

Our annual full National Board meeting was held in Toronto 
the weekend of October 17-19, 2014. Two Winnipeg members, 
Henry Shorr and Harriet Zaidman and  Vancouver’s Carl 
Rosenberg attended, along with Toronto members David 
Abramowitz, Sam Blatt, Barbara and Sol Blaser, Sol Hermolin, 
Henry Lowi and Gord Meslin. (Lyn Center was out of town). A 
report on the meeting is included below.

Canada’s only Jewish progressive magazine, Outlook, 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary at a luncheon to be held 
at the Winchevsky Centre in Toronto on November 30. 
This fundraiser will  feature journalists Judy Rebick and 
Rick Salutin. The subject of the talk will be “The Future of 
Progressive Media”.

UJPO Winnipeg’s annual Shmoozefest took place on Sunday, 
September 28 at the home of Harriet Zaidman. All UJPO 
members and friends were invited for coffee and treats to greet 
each other and discuss future programming. And its book club 
of 13 members met on September 21at Roz Usiskin’s home to 
discuss My Promised Land by Ari Shavit, “an authoritative and 
deeply personal narrative history of the State of Israel” – NY 
Times.

On September 16, UJPO Winnipeg co-sponsored “The 

Legacy of Councillor Joe Zuken”, a discussion about civic 
issues in Winnipeg with the Manitoba Institute for Policy 
Research, the University of Manitoba and the Joe Zuken 
Memorial. They also co-sponsored the September 19th visit to 
Winnipeg of Dennis Edney QC, lawyer for Omar Khadr. Mr. 
Edney addressed his work on the significance of Khadr’s case 
with respect to human rights issues and Canadian values.

Winnipeg’s Outlook Fundraising Dinner will be held in 
the week of November 17-21. The speaker this year will 
be Alexander Micklethwaite, conductor of the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra.

A good crowd, including both Hamilton UJPO members 
and just friends, met at the home of Paul Weinberg and Cathy 
McPherson on August 23. After lunch, UJPO members/
activists Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger provided us with a 
sobering update on post Gaza war Israel and the worsening 
relations between Israelis and Palestinians.

On November 23, Hamilton UJPO will hold a Sunday 
brunch at a member’s residence in Burlington to view some 
episodes of the political Israeli TV comedy series, Arab 
Labour, that was created by Israel-Palestinian author and 
Haaretz columnist Sayed Kashua. He and his family moved 
from their west Jerusalem neighbourhood to the US. Like 
all previous gatherings, this will no doubt be both social and 
thought-provoking.

This annual meeting, held in Toronto brought together 
members of UJPO-Canada’s leadership from Winnipeg, 
Vancouver and Toronto. 

A review of the active programming that has been taking 
place at UJPO centres across the country is encouraging. A 
relatively new Hamilton contingent meets at members’ homes 
for Sunday brunches and stimulating discussions. Winnipeg 
has a busy calendar of events and continues to get good 
coverage in the Jewish press. Its North End Jewish 
Folk Choir performs at UJPO functions and in the wider 
Winnipeg community. Vancouver sponsored an exhibit of 
Avrom Yanovsky’s political cartoons which was well-received.

All agreed that UJPO News continues to be an important 
vehicle for informing our membership and readership of 
UJPO activities across the country along with relevant and 
topical news stories. Feedback and critique from readers about 
UJPO News is always welcome by the editorial collective.

Exciting news is support for researching the possibility of 
organizing a tour of Jewish museums in Berlin and Warsaw 

...more news to follow if this idea unfolds.

It was agreed that UJPO-Canada develop a national political 
profile on issues in our country and call on our members to 
participate and support the following campaigns:

• $15 minimum wage across Canada
• Save the Postal Service campaign
• To expand the Canada Pension Plan (CPP)
• National Day Care campaign — critical to 

        consolidating the left.

Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO) continues to 
be an important affiliation which warrants strengthening and 
raising awareness in UJPO, writing for its publications, and 
encouraging participation in its annual conferences.

UJPO-Canada is looking forward to implementing meetings 
using Skype to ensure the Canada-wide involvement of 
members on a regular basis as opposed to only at the Annual 
National Board full meetings.

Highlights – UJPO-Canada Annual Meeting- Oct. 18, 2014
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your gateway to a meaningful, inspired progressive secular Jewish education!

The Morris Winchevsky School got off to a good start 
this year, before the High Holidays began. Beginning 
October 19, we have decided to do something a little 
different. I will be going to each class, teaching the 
aleph bet (used for both Hebrew and Yiddish) and some 
vocabulary associated with each letter. Sandra Ruch 
will teach 20 minutes of music to each class and Ariel 
Sernick will teach stories, from the Bible, Chelm stories 
and by writers like Sholem Aleichem to each class. If 
there are any parents and/or grandparents who would 
like to come in and tell their stories to the classes, we 
would love to have you.

We have long been asked to teach languages, and this 
will enable us to do so more formally. We will continue 
to teach both Hebrew and Yiddish through our music 
program. The music and storytelling will also be geared to 
the different age groups and this will enable the students 
to learn at their own level. For the rest of the class, each 
teacher will deliver the curriculum to her own class as 
usual. This curriculum has been updated, to include more 
Jewish History.

As usual, our Sukkes celebration was held at Dufferin 
Grove Park on October 5th. The weather was a little 
chilly, but otherwise lovely.  We had our hot chocolate 

and hot apple cider, thanks to Sue Goldstein, who is a real 
pro at building the fire. We talked about the symbolism 
of the Lulav and Etrog, about Ushpizin (invited guests) 
and connected the holiday of Sukkot to the plight of the 
homeless and the poor, who have no choice but to live 
in ramshackle and inadequate housing, if they have any 
housing at all. It was good to see members of the Dufferin 
Grove community there and we welcome them and anyone 
else to join the Winchevsky community.

Gathering under our beautiful Sukkah.

www.mwstoronto.org

By Frances Handlarski 
Education Director
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    To register for the Morris Winchevsky School’s 2014-2015 year 
Registration is still open. Please contact us at: 416-789-5502 or info@mwstoronto.org. 

Adult Education Forum:

Searching for My Roots
Talk & photo presentation by Sol Hermolin

Sunday December 7, 2014 @ 11 a.m.
918 Bathurst Street

Did you ever wonder about your family’s roots? Earlier this year, Sol Hermolin had the opportunity to travel to 
Poland with a small group of friends to visit a few major cities as well as the shtetlekh where his parents came from.
His experiences brought him both pleasant surprises and disappointments. Sol will illustrate his talk with his 
personal photos of the trip.

Bagels & coffee will be served.
RSVPs appreciated: 416.789.5502 or info@winchevskycentre.org
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SECULAR FRIDAY NIGHT POTLUCK DINNER & PROGRAM
Friday November 21, 2014

6:30 p.m.
Winchevsky Centre

Our first Fraytik tsu Nakht event on October 17th was a great success 
— with secular Shabbes traditions (candles, wine, challah, readings & 
singing), dinner and a Jewish humour program.

This new monthly tradition will continue on 
Friday November 21st

The theme is Open Mic: Poetry, Prose, & Music, so bring something to share.
We will also be rolling out the red carpet and extending a very warm welcome to our newest UJPO 
members. So be sure to attend this intergenerational community event — a great opportunity to mix 
and mingle and get to know members of our community in a relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Reservations are required.
Please RSVP by calling 416-789-5502 or emailing info@ winchevskycentre.org.
When you RSVP let us know what you plan to bring to the potluck dinner: side dish or dessert. 
We’ll provide the main course and the challah and wine for the secular shabbes ceremony.

CAMP NAIVELT             

      OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY

Activities continued at Camp Naivelt into the fall after a very busy 
summer of programs and comraderie. Under the expertise of our 
resident landscape guru, Shelley Cope, a crew of volunteers came 
out to camp on a Sunday in mid-September, rolled up their sleeves, 
and brought out their shovels and garden tools to help clean up the 
problem trees and vines and to start a tree nursery...in an effort to 
care for our community’s beautiful Camp Naivelt. Many thanks to 
Deb O’Rourke for co-ordinating the project, to Shelley Cope for 
overseeing the project and to Barbara & Solly Blaser for preparing a 
hosting a delicious lunch for everyone!
Another Naivelt tradition continued with our annual Thanksgiving 
dinner which took place on Sunday October 12th – another 
opportunity to share good food and good times with our community 
before the cottages are all closed and boarded up for the season.
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2014
11AM-1PM AT 918 BATHURST STREET

LATKES & LIGHT

SECULAR CANDLE LIGHTING

LATKES AND POTLUCK LUNCH!
You bring a potluck contribution; we’ll provide the latkes, sufganiot (jelly donuts) and drinks!

$5 per person • $10 per family 
Morris Winchevsky School students free!

Please RSVP!
416-789-5502 or info@mwstoronto.org

Hosted by the MORRIS WINCHEVSKY SCHOOL: Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School

FAMILY FRIENDLY CELEBRATION

CHANUKAH GELT
CHANUKAH STORIES STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

ARTS AND CRAFTS

HOLIDAY MUSIC
DREYDEL GAMES
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HOLOCAUST EDUCATION WEEK PROGRAM
The Forgotten Genocide

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2014 AT 7 PM WINCHEVSKY CENTRE

FILM SCREENING: The Forgotten Genocide: 
Europe’s Gypsies in World War II

Sponsored by the UJPO and Morris Winchevsky 
School as part of Holocaust Education Week.                
The first documentary to look at the persecution of 
Sinti and Roma on a European scale, shedding new 
light on their exclusion country by country, and on 
the decisive role of “racial science” in the formulation 
of Nazi policy.
It rejects the racist stereotype of “a nomadic people 
without a country” by revealing the diversity of social 
and national traditions that make up the singular 
Romani worldview.
The destiny of European Sinti and Roma families 
is told through an extraordinary collection of rare 
archival footage and uncompromising historical 
narration, combined with survivor testimony. This 
remarkable film juxtaposes the darkness of politicial 
history with the radiant vitality of survivors.

Speakers:
Bernie Farber, the former CEO of the Canadian Jewish Congress and a social activist. A published author who 
has contributed numerous articles on the Jewish political scene, human rights issues, the Holocaust, hate crime 
and white supremacy to many newspapers and periodicals.
Cynthia Levine-Rasky, an active volunteer at the Roma Community Centre  and Associate Professor in the 
Department of Sociology at Queen’s University where she teaches courses on racialization and on qualitative 
research methods. An ethnographic study of the Roma’s settlement experiences is in progress. 

2-9 November 2014
Holocaust Education Week 2014 explores the distinct ways 
in which individuals, groups and governments collaborated 
during the Shoah. This inclusive program will address many 
forms of collaboration: from the experiences of those who 
purposely chose to collaborate with the Nazis in genocide and 
crimes against humanity — to those who defied the Nazis and 
collaborated instead in resistance and even rescue, as in the 
Kindertransport, and by those now designated as Righteous 
Among the Nations. Collaboration serves as a prism for 
examining the breadth and depth of human and institutional 
responses to the rise of National Socialism and the events of 
the Holocaust.   
For more information: http://holocaustcentre.com/HEW.
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Attention All UJPo-toronto MeMbers!

Annual General Meeting
Sunday November 16, 2014
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Winchevsky Centre, 585 Cranbrooke Avenue

The United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto is a leading progressive voice 
in making secular Jewish life, culture and practices accessible. 

UJPO embraces justice in all its forms.
The AGM is a perfect opportunity to contribute to building our organization. There are several active boards and 
committees which are the driving force behind the UJPO. You are invited to participate and infuse these groups with 
new ideas. Please consider standing for election and volunteering in an area that interests you. Do plan to attend this 
important meeting and participate in directing the future of the UJPO!
Our keynote speakers will be representatives of the coordinating committee of the recent Conference: Doing Jewish 
Off the Grid: Politics, Identity and Spirituality – to offer their insights on this gathering which provided a space for 
networking, strategizing and movement-building within the progressive Jewish community.
The AGM agenda will also include a general business meeting, an important discussion about membership 
restructuring, and elections to the Board of Directors.
We invite you to help build your organization! Support its programs! Organize its activities!
Join a committee!  Come to the AGM!
All members in good standing may participate and are eligible to vote and be elected to the Board of Directors.

Please RSVP by November 12, 2014, so that we know how many to expect.
Brunch available at 9:30 a.m. AGM begins promptly at 10:00 a.m.

Julia Barnett & Sylvia Lustgarten 
UJPO-Toronto Board of Directors and AGM Coordinators

join us for a celebratory fundraiser for outlook:
canada’s progressive jewish magazine!

Brunch and Speakers
The Future of Progressive Media

A discussion featuring 
Judy Rebick & Rick Salutin 

SUN. NOV. 30, 2014
WINCHEVSKY CENTRE

585 CRANBROOKE AVENUE

Doors Open @ 11 AM — Brunch @ 11:30 AM — Program @ 12 PM
$25 If Reserved in advance before November 23 by credit card. $30 @ door.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED — SPACE IS LIMITED 
Phone Bea Levis @ 416.767.8296 or Barbara Blaser @ 416.398.3405 

or email barbara.blaser@rogers.com

Caǹ t attend? Please consider donating to Outlook @ outlookmagazine.ca



The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School
•	 Camp Naivelt
•	 Toronto Jewish Folk Choir Foundation

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  

or on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

community news

     Mazltov to...

Allan and Beverly Goldbach on the birth of 
their grandchild Grayson, daughter to Steven 
Goldbach & Michelle Dunstan!

Mari Drexler on the engagement of her son 
Simon to Nick Crampton.

Charna Gord and David Chudnovsky on 
the marriage of their son Paul to Cinthya 
Guzman.

Marv and Elaine Silver on the birth of their 
new grandchild Matthew Daniel, to Shauna 
Silver and Gary Bader.

Marina and Victor Sokolov on the marriage 
of their daughter Katia to Brian Van Delen

WelcoMe NeW 
MeMber...
Ross Morgan

Speedy recovery to...
Harriet Rosenberg
Gillian Halstead

Heartfelt 
coNdoleNceS to...

The Kveskis Family on the passing 
of Israelis Kveskis

Terry Azar and Steve Schulman on the 
passing of Terry’s mother Evelyn Azar.

Deb O’Rourke and John Williams on the 
passing of Deb’s mother Margaret Anne 
Hunt.

Winchevsky Centre Office Update:
There have been some recent changes in staffing at the Winchevsky 
Centre recently.

Juliane Edler, who had been in the position of Communications & 
Administrative Co-ordinator for the past year and a half, has recently 
gotten married and moved to New York City. We thank Juliane for 
her hard work and valued contribution to our administrative team at 
the Winchevsky Centre and wish her & her husband Jeff Olshansky 
Mazltov and every happiness!

We are pleased to welcome Sue Goldstein, as the new 
Communications & Administrative Co-ordinator. Sue has been 
an active member of UJPO for several years, is involved in our 
Social Justice Committee and in our Shule and has participated in 
collectives working on our Jewish New Year and Passover holiday 
supplements. Sue brings a strong activist background and sensitivity 
to the values of our organization.and will undoubtedly be an asset to 
our administrative team. Welcome Sue!

Mazltov to UJPO member          
Howard Kaplan on his 
re-election as a TDSB Trustee in 
Ward 5 in the recent municipal 
election!

***  ***  ***  ***  
     Mazltov to the coordinators of  “Doing Jewish Off the Grid: 

Politics,  Identity and Spirituality” conference which was held on 
October 25th and 26th. The objectives of creating a space that 
recognizes the diversity of Jewish perspectives, movement        

     building with the progressive Jewish community and generating
     discussion and dialogue was achieved!  Watch for more details.
    ***  ***  ***  ***


