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Programs
at a Glance
Events take place at the Winchevsky Centre
unless otherwise specified.

November
Monday November 4, 2019
7:30 p.m.
Red Yiddish
St. Clair West location
Details on page 10.
Friday November 8, 2019
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Alternative Shabes Potluck:
The Jewish Left in Canada and WW2
Details on page 8.
Tuesday November 19, 2019
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Zing! Zing! Zing! UJPO's Singing Group
Details on page 8.

Some Words For the High Holidays…
by Rachel Epstein

This year at Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur we focused our attention
on the climate crisis and drew inspiration from recent Jewish activism.
Below are excerpts from Executive Director Rachel Epstein’s remarks:
Rosh Hashonah marks the beginning of the High Holidays. It literally
means “Beginning of the Year.” For secular Jews, it is both solemn
and joyful; solemn because we take time to reflect on our deeds of the
past year; joyful because it represents hope for the future which we
can influence positively, for ourselves, our loved ones, our communities,
and the planet.
Hope is a complicated concept these days as we face an unprecedented
global emergency. As the activist group Extinction Rebellion puts it: “Life
on earth is in crisis: scientists have agreed we have entered a period of
abrupt climate breakdown, and we are in the midst of a mass extinction
of our own making.” Many of us took part in the Global Climate Strike on
September 22. This year at Rosh Hashanah we are choosing to highlight
the global climate crisis, along with the voices of some of those most
impacted by the crisis and of the young people who are insisting that
things cannot go on as usual.

Sunday November 24, 2019
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
UJPO-TO/MWS Annual General Meeting
Details on page 10.
December
Sunday December 15, 2019
11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
MWS Chanukah Party
918 Bathurst
Details on page 9.
Regular Weekly Programs
Sundays 10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Morris Winchevsky School Classes
918 Bathurst Street
Kinder Kapers
Sundays 10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Remaining KK Dates for 2019:
November 3 & 17; December 8 & 15
UJPO members at the Climate Strike, September 27, 2019. Photo: anonymous protestor.

Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1

For example, 14-yearold water warrior
Autumn Peltier, from
Wiikwemkoong
(Wik-wem-i-kong) on
Manitoulin Island, who,
when she met Justin
Trudeau in 2016 told
him, “I’m very unhappy
with the choices you’ve
made and the broken
promises to my people.”
Autumn is a water
activist and she says “I
am going to keep on
doing this work for
the for the rest of my life and I’m hoping I can make a
change so that people all over the world can have
clean drinking water.” She was recently nominated
for the International Children’s Peace Price by the
David Suzuki Foundation.
We recognize that some people and some places are
more impacted by climate change than others, and
that climate justice is linked to indigenous sovereignty
and to racial and migrant justice. Following Hurricane
Dorian in the Bahamas earlier this month, one person
wrote: “We Bahamians listen to climate deniers in rich
countries who are oblivious or indifferent to those
who bear the weight for their wonderful life…The UN
recently released a damning climate report that stated
unless immediate dramatic changes take place across
the world, places like the Bahamas will be the first to be
consumed by the ocean.”
And of course we celebrate climate activist Greta
Thunberg who, besides mobilizing millions of young
people around the world, last week, along with 15

other young people, filed a potentially world-changing
climate complaint against five of the world’s
major carbon polluters. If the suit is successful, the
United Nations would classify the climate crisis as
a children’s rights crisis.
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This year on RH and YK and during the Days of Awe
in between, we invite you to reflect on how we,
individually and collectively, can become part of the
movement for climate justice, which will, by necessity,
involve a reorganization of our economic, social and
political systems. As Aurora Levins Morales writes:
“This time we cannot cross until we carry each other.
All of us refugees, all of us prophets. No more taking
turns on history’s wheel, trying to collect old debts
no one can pay. The sea will not open that way. This
time that country is what we promise each other, our
rage pressed cheek to cheek until tears flood the space
between, until there are no enemies left, because this
time no one will be left to drown and all of us must be
chosen. This time it’s all of us or none.”
Yom Kippur concludes
the High Holy Days. As
with Rosh Hashonah,
the ethical component
is central for secular
Jews. At Yom Kippur,
we ask forgiveness
of others whom we
may have wronged,
and we assert our
belief in the power of
all human beings to
change for the better.
Yom Kippur is a holiday
of reconciliation and
mutual respect. The
holiday imposes the
obligation of bettering not only the individual, but the
communities, local and global, that we live and work in,
as well as the planet that sustains us.
Tonight we have chosen to focus our service on recent
Jewish activism. We are approaching the one-year
anniversary of the horrific attack on the Tree of Life
synagogue in Pittsburgh and, like Jews throughout the
diaspora, we grapple with how to respond to the rise of
a more blatant and violent antisemitism. At the same
time the right is using antisemitism as a “weapon of
mass distraction,” to defeat movements for multiracial
democracy and to exploit the historical suffering of
Jews in order to immunize Israel from criticism.
As Emma Green puts it, “The shooting in Pittsburgh
has revived old debates about how Jews should relate
to power: accommodate reigning leaders or push
against them? Prioritize protection of the community,
or try to change the world for others? At stake is a
vision of Jewishness that does not have to be tied to
victimhood and violence, and that sees a possibility for

justice in the world…The Tree of Life shooting poses
a choice for Jews in North America: either hunker
down and turn inward, or stand up, turn outward, and
embrace others who are also targets.”
Some would argue that the extremism of the right has
propagated a renaissance of the Jewish left — more
and more Jews alienated from mainstream Jewish
institutions are building coalition with others targeted
by white supremacy and making solidarity with
Palestinians a central feature of their Jewish practice
and identity — and thus transforming the very meaning
of contemporary Jewishness. The new Jewish left
rejects the idea that criticism of Israel is antisemitic
and the idea that Israel is the guarantor of Jewish
safety or the core of Jewish identity. A central value of
much of Jewish left wing culture is “doikayt,” a Yiddish
term that means “hereness.” As Audrey Sasson, E.D.
of Jews for Racial and Economic Justice says: “Where
we are is our home. This is what we fight for. This is
where we seek kinship.”
It is not a choice between protecting our communities
OR changing the world for others. By making common

cause with others who are targeted by white
supremacy we mutually protect and strengthen all
of our communities.
As Judith Butler puts it: If I can transpose and expand
the ethical principle that I want applied to Jews to
all possible minorities, then I am elaborating a principle
of equality that binds me to the Mexican detained
at the border and the dispossessed Palestinian. The
forms of solidarity forged in this way invariably move
each of us beyond the confines of identity. In other
words, the relations among us are not mere analogies,
but living connections, perhaps in the sense that
Martin Buber insisted upon when he found spiritual
life neither in identity nor in territory, but in a vital
relationality based on reciprocity.”
I invite you, this evening and tomorrow, as you reflect
on your life, your work, and your connections to
other human beings, to remember that we are all
in this together and to imagine the bonds of
relationality and reciprocity that we can forge and
strengthen in the coming year.

Images on page 2: Autumn Peltier, photo: Stephanie Peltier; Greta Thunberg and Tokata Iron Eyes at Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota, September 2019,
photo: Courtesy of Lakota People’s Law Project; Robin Hermolin blowing the shoifer on Yom Kippur, photo: sue goldstein.

Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur
Photos: sue goldstein
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The Work of Being Together
by Alex Verman and Emily Green
Photos: Rachel Epstein

This time of year invites us to think about repentance.
We offer apologies (and forgiveness) to friends
and loved ones, to resolve disputes and get to the
root of wrongdoing.
Even for those of us who aren’t religious, this is a
meaningful practice. The more we think about ourselves
as connected to our wider community (Jewish and
otherwise), the more it makes sense to see repentance
and forgiveness as part of the hard, significant work
of being together — growing through mistakes and
conflicts, working with one another to improve ourselves
and our relationships.
Jewish culture teaches us that an apology is not enough
to really resolve an issue: the best form of teshuva (to
atone/repent/return) is to correct the situation, and
to ensure that we don’t repeat the same mistakes. In
other words, an apology is a great start, but it’s only a
start. The next step is to redress harm and repair the
relationship with an open heart.
This theme feels especially relevant in light of the
recent demonstrations against climate change;
UJPO participated in the Climate Strike in Toronto on
September 27. At the march, organizers repeatedly
encouraged us to think about climate justice through the
lens of anti-racism and decolonization. They argued that
when people talk about climate crisis, it’s important to
connect the issues of greed, capitalism, and consumption
to the exploitation of Indigenous land. Colonization
creates climate change: the world’s biggest polluters, like
the US Army or the Canadian and American oil industries,
are only able to produce so much waste and pollution
(and profit) because they have invaded and occupied
Indigenous lands and resources.

When we look at cases like Standing Rock or Unist’ot’en,
it’s clear that fighting against climate change means
fighting for Indigenous sovereignty and autonomy. This
issue is also very close to home. The community of Grassy
Narrows has been struggling for clean water for decades.
In the 60s and 70s, a pulp and paper mill polluted the
Wabigoon and English rivers with mercury. The mercury
poisoning is on-going — from the bioaccumulation of
toxins in fish, and from buried barrels of waste from the
mill continuing to leach toxins into the water system. The
government has yet to put forward the funding that it
committed for a mercury care home.
Yom Kippur is a time for true repentance, which means
moving beyond apologies and helping to redress harm.
For us at UJPO, we can use this holiday as an opportunity
for active solidarity.
If you’re unsure where to start, here are some ways for
UJPO members (and our friends) to stand in solidarity
with Indigenous people:
• Seek out Indigenous voices, and share them with
your networks! The corporate media isn’t always
interested in uplifting Indigenous stories, so it’s on us
to do our research and raise awareness.
• Challenge racism in ourselves and our interpersonal
relationships. Speak up, speak out, and say no to
dehumanizing depictions of Indigenous people.
Negative stereotypes about Indigenous people are
everywhere. The more we help change that narrative,
the more we help change public attitudes.
• Commit time and money to Indigenous resistance
and supporting Indigenous people. Attend
demonstrations, donate to campaigns, and lobby
politicians in response to calls from Indigenous
communities. Don't hesitate to give generously — the
public purse is lined with profits made off of their land
(often without their consent); the harvests of this
land are abundant from their people's tending (for
millennia past as well as in the present); and because
we, as settlers, are living on the lands from which
Indigenous peoples continue to be displaced.
This isn’t always going to be easy and comfortable,
but that’s okay; there’s a lot that we can learn through
the messy process of commitment and solidarity.
And remember: unlearning racism, giving resources,
volunteering time and energy, and raising awareness
are all important steps. But true justice won’t come
until this land is given back to those who have lived on
and protected it for thousands of years. We must work
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with the eventual goal of restoring land and resources to
Indigenous communities.
Emily Green (she/her) is a Jewish Canadian settler who
is always seeking ways to unlearn colonialism and to be an
accomplice with Indigenous resistance. Emily bartends,
gardens, and studies anti-colonial strategies at York
University. She is a former Shule teacher and part of
UJPO-Toronto’s Indigenous Issues Working Group.
Alex Verman is a writer and critic based in Tkaronto.* They
are a member of the UJPO Social Justice and Culture
Committee and the UJPO Indigenous Issues Working Group.
The Indigenous Issues Working Group (IIWG) seeks to
support UJPO in the journey to recognize that we are
settlers and guests on this land and obliged to abide
by Indigenous protocols. Through building trust and
relationships; through engaging Indigenous teachers and
through doing our work of challenging our colonial
cultures; the IIWG aims to work ourselves and the
organization through to becoming trustworthy allies or
accomplices — partners in tearing down the oppressive
systems that poison our lives and our mother planet. If you
are interested in getting involved, email info@ujpo.org
or call 416-789-5502.
*Tkaronto is a Mohawk word which means "trees standing in water" and
is where Toronto derives its name.

The Yiddish Book Project
by Miriam Borden
When dozens of dilapidated boxes containing Yiddish
books were discovered sitting quietly in a storage
closet in the UJPO building, I knew something had
to be done. The boxes, and the books inside them,
were deteriorating. Very quickly, I assembled a team
of enthusiastic volunteers: it isn’t often that one is
given an opportunity to be so close to history, and
the team was energized by the challenge. Jessica Pollock,
Josh Schwartz, Josh Patlik, Chana Weiss, Vera Power,
Vivian Felsen, and Sara Faerman were among those

Photo: Rachel Epstein

who answered my call for help, and there were so many
others who voiced their support. When we began,
we estimated that there were roughly forty to fifty boxes
of books in all. By the time we finished the job, we
had 88 boxes containing an estimated 2,000 books —
an entire library.
The work was deeply emotional. The majority of the
collection was published in interwar Europe by publishing
houses active from the first half of the twentieth century
until they and the locations in which they operated were
obliterated by war. Each book contained its own world.
Beyond the titles and authors of these books, we noted
library stamps of forgotten Jewish organizations and,
tucked away between the pages, catalogue cards from
vanished Jewish libraries. Traces of this lost Yiddish world
leapt from the books, transporting us back to an earlier
moment in history. The books imprinted in my mind
sepia-toned images of a time and place where Yiddish did
not need saving. While we sorted books and catalogued
boxes, I searched for a home for this collection. Currently,
we are in talks with the Fisher Rare Book Library at the
University of Toronto, but this work is far from over. In
fact, I have a feeling the story of this forgotten (and now
remembered) Yiddish library has only just begun.
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Photos:
Rachel Epstein
and Miriam Borden
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SHULE CORNER

SHULE CORNER

We will miss Michal Stein, who has moved on to a new and demanding fulltime
position. We wish her well. We now introduce you to her fabulous replacement, Iris
Benedikt, who joined us this fall at Shule:
My name is Iris Benedikt and I am a visual artist and educator. I believe children
have important knowledge, and fostering imaginative learning environments allows
them to explore their inner wisdom in playful and critical ways so that they can feel
empowered to work towards a better world. I teach outdoor education and art when
I am not at Winchevsky and I am excited to get to work with the grades 4-6s and
figure out what they care about and how they want to explore their Jewish identities.

Photos: Rachel Epstein, Lia Tarachansky, sue goldstein
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THE JEWISH LEFT IN CANADA

AND WWII: FROM OUTLAWS
BEHIND BARS TO THE FRONT LINES
ALTERNATIVE SHABES POTLUCK AND
BOOK LAUNCH WITH ELLIN BESSNER

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2019
6:30 – 9 P.M.

$5 OR PWYC

Journalist Ellin Bessner, author of “Double Threat,” discusses
how dozens of Canadian Jewish union leaders, Communists and
the Jewish Left had to first fight the Canadian government in
order to serve Canada to help defeat Hitler in WWII and to help
rescue survivors of the Holocaust. Books will be available for
sale and signing at the event. Potluck dinner 6:30; Presentation,
Q & A, Book signing 7:30 pm.
Please RSVP to info@winchevskycentre.org

ZING! ZING! ZING!

November 19, 2019 @ the Winchevsky Centre 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Event page: www.facebook.com/events/464931517446733
December Zing! TBA
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Community News
Heartfelt Condolences to....
The family and friends of Irina Ershova on her passing.
Karine Silverwoman, Jordan Muszynski and family on the
passing of Karen’s grandmother, Zichrona Lebracha.

Speedy Recovery to...
Pat Rayman, Sol Blaser

KWLYEST D
E
E
O
BI-WCLAIROURHO

7:30

TO

ST. EIGHB
N

From left: Nico Block, Hannah Blazer, Maxine Hermolin, Pete Seeger, and
Mitzi Dolgoy at the Westin Harbour Castle Hotel in 1997, during the Annual
Conference of the North American Folk Music and Dance Alliance.

9 PM

Join facilitators Lev Jaeger and Ester Reiter to learn and practice
Yiddish. For all levels — the perfectly fluent can lead or talk together,
in true solidarity. Please contact levjaeger@gmail.com for location
details. All are Welcome.

UJPO-TO/MWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday November 24, 2019 — 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Winchevsky Centre — 585 Cranbrooke Avenue
The AGM is where your voice can be heard, so please plan on attending.
Your input is vital.
We are seeking new Board members. Please consider joining.
A light breakfast will be served at 10:00 a.m. and the meeting will begin
promptly at 10:30.
Please join us! We look forward to seeing you all!
Please RSVP to info@ujpo.org by November 21, 2019
to participate in the AGM.
Artwork by Donna Worotynec

Home to:

The Winchevsky Centre

• United Jewish People’s Order – Canada
United Jewish People’s Order – Toronto
• Morris Winchevsky School
• Camp Naivelt

585 Cranbrooke Avenue
Toronto, Ontario M6A 2X9
Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

Website: www.winchevskycentre.org
twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism,
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through
a wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

www.instagram.com/winchevsky_centre

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim or
on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre.
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School.”
You can donate online at www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/33183

