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Programs
at a Glance
Monday September 14: 10:30 am
Rosh Hashonah Observance
Winchevsky Centre

Thursday September 17:
7:00 – 8:30 am
B’Nai Mitzvah Orientation
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday September 20:
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Morris Winchevsky School Opening
918 Bathurst Street

Tuesday September 22: 7:30 pm
Yom Kippur Observance
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday September 27
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Community Sukkes Celebration
Dufferin Grove Park

Regular Weekly Programs

Sundays  10 am – 12:30 pm
Morris Winchevsky School  
918 Bathurst Street 

For information: 
416-789-5502

info@winchevskycentre.org
www.winchevskycentre.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter:
www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr 
www.facebook.com/morriswinchevskyschool

twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr

President’s Report
by Julia Barnett | UJPO-Toronto

Continued on page 7

Rosh Hashonah/Yom Kippur
Reservation Form Enclosed!

As we enter into the late summer 
2015 events of UJPO-Toronto 
and our summer community at 
Camp Naivelt, I‘d like to highlight 
and emphasize our framework 
to integrate our programs from 
summer programming at Naivelt 
with our fall, winter and spring City 
programs and activities.

We had a very busy summer of 
activities at Camp Naivelt (photos 
on pages 5-6)

Activities resume in the city 
with Rosh Hashonah on Monday 
September 14 and Yom Kippur on 
Tuesday September 22.

Our year in review...
In late May our Morris Winchevsky 
School (MWS) Education Director 
and teachers participated in 
the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (CSJO) conference 
in the Philadelphia area. Following 
this, a fantastic B’nai Mitzvah 
ceremony and celebration for our six 
MWS graduates was held on June 6.

A highlight of this year’s Third 
Seyder on April 12 included our 
theme of Dreaming a New World. 
Our other community holiday 
celebrations also featured music 
with David Wall and Marilyn 
Lerner, presentations by our Shule 
students and lots of good food and 
comraderie.

Our political activism continues 
with our attendance at rallies and 

meetings with other 
organizations, working to 
build across issues, and through our 
statements of solidarity and outrage. 
This ranged from opposition to 
the Pan Am Summits and Games 
to voicing our ongoing support 
and solidarity for Indigenous 
communities, both in terms of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
recommendations to the ongoing 
call for a National Inquest into 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and Girls. UJPO members 
participated in the Jobs, Justice 
and Climate Change rally and 
march held on July 5, with 10,000 
other people. We will continue to 
provide education and strengthen 
our partnerships with Independent 
Jewish Voices (IJV) and others, 
especially in regards to the Jewish 
National Fund and the ongoing 
occupation in Palestine.

Some exciting new initiatives:
Our archives project has stepped 
into high gear under the expert 
oversight of archivist Ruth 
Grossman and our UJPO resident 
historian Ester Reiter, with the 
hands-on work of Hannah Blazer, 
our summer student assisting with 
the collections management of our 
organizational documents. We all 
look forward to seeing this project 
completed and showcased at some 
point in the near future. We will 
keep everyone informed as this 
exciting project unfolds.

Theodore Bikel 1924–2015



United Jewish 
People’s Order
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NATIONAL NEWS    UJPO-Canada National Board Annual Overview

By David Abramowitz  UJPO-Canada President

The recent postal cash grab, raising the cost of a first-
class postage stamp to 90 cents ($1.00 if you purchase 
them singly), raises the ire of all Canadians who rely on 
door- to-door mail distribution and delivery. It’s not 
unreasonable to anticipate that, with the demise of 
mail delivery, the private sector (corporate couriers and 
parcel deliverers) will be prepared to fill the gap at even 
higher rates. This puts great pressure on the working 
class and the low wage earners, many of whom lack 
access to the “alternative social media” and rely on a 
consistent, affordable, and efficient postal service.

Though rarely reported in the mass print media, 
many thefts of the new community boxes have taken 
place such as the one which was broadcast on CTV 
(http://tiny.cc/0swf1x). Some boxes have been wrenched 
from their bases and completely disappeared! CBC 
News, not to be outdone, learned through a freedom 
of information request, that Canada Post recorded 
more than 4,800 incidents involving community 
mailboxes, ranging from vandalism and arson to mail 
theft. Between 2008 and 2013, such incidents were 
recorded in more than 130 communities across BC 
alone (http://tiny.cc/9vwf1x).

In October 2014 at the UJPO National Board 
Conference, four national initiatives for 2015 were 
passed. The first was to help save Canada Post’s 

door-to-door mail delivery. There is a petition which, 
prior to publication, had amassed more than 223,000 
signatures. When released it could go a long way 
in influencing the return of door-to-door delivery 
regardless of which party is elected (though some will 
not need prodding). We encourage UJPO members, 
their families and friends, associates, and colleagues 
to sign: http://tiny.cc/7s770x. Its author, Susan Dixon, 
will update you as the petition progresses. By signing 
you will be helping ensure jobs for the current mail 
carriers and thus saving Canada Post. This link: 
http://tiny.cc/oy870x, will let you know how you can 
support the campaign, including a letter you can send 
to your MP. A “Save Canada Post” window sign can 
be downloaded here: http://tiny.cc/3f970x.
We will be communicating more in depth about the 
other three National Board initiatives, which are:
• the call for a $15 national minimum wage
 http://15andfairness.org
• affordable child care
• improving the CPP
Farewell to the National Resident Board
Since our founding in 1945, the largest portion of 
National Board members have resided in Toronto 
and had been entrusted (in our constitution) 
with the ongoing operation of our organization. 
Consultation with Board Members in other cities 
was always undertaken on major policy and national 
and international issues. At the suggestion of 
Board member Sam Blatt, with the advent of video 
capabilities, could our Board now meet with all 
members available at the same meeting?
On July 26 our full national Board meeting thus 
included Henry Shorr in Winnipeg via Skype and Carl 
Rosenberg in Vancouver via Speakerphone.

Ben Shek Social Justice Award
gCall for Nomineesf

UJPO-Canada annually presents an award of honour in memory of the late, beloved Ben Shek 
(a progressive activist and devoted, life-long member) to a current member who fulfills the following criteria:

Is a member of UJPO • Upholds the values of the organization • Is active in promoting social justice in Canada
• Has made an extensive contribution to our organization

All UJPO members across the country are invited to send the name(s) of members believed to merit this award specifying the reasons why. The National 
Board officers will choose the successful candidate from those nominated and the award will be presented at a UJPO-Canada event to be held this fall.

The deadline for receipt of nominees is September 30, 2015. Please send nominations to the UJPO National Board at - ujpo.office@gmail.com
or UJPO National Board, 585 Cranbrooke Ave., Toronto, ON, M6A 2X9.



3

Jewish Fall Festivals

Rosh Hashonah       Yom Kippur
Monday September 14, 2015     Tuesday September 22, 2015
10:30 a.m.          7:30 p.m.

O b s e r v e  t h e  J e w i s h  N e w  Y e a r
with our secular progressive community

UJPO

Traditional blowing of the shofar, meaningful readings, poetry, 
and Yiddish, Hebrew and English music led by prominent 

Toronto musicians David Wall and Marilyn Lerner.

Winchevsky Centre • 585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Reserve Today!
Telephone: (416)789-5502 • Email: info@winchevskycentre.org • Fax: (416)789-5981

Reservation form online @ http://tiny.cc/mos51x

www.winchevskycentre.org • www.facebook.com/winchevsky.centre 

        Please Reserve by September 4. 

Community Sukkes Celebration
Sunday September 27, 2015

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Dufferin Grove Park

At the main campfire near the rinkhouse (Rain location: 918 Bathurst Street)

Celebrate the harvest outdoors and enjoy fun 
and interactive activities for people of all ages:  
decorating our sukkah, holiday music, symbols, 
stories, treats...and more!

Bring a picnic lunch & blanket. 
Drinks will be provided.

RSVP to 416-789-5502 or 
info@winchevskycentre.org.

      A Morris Winchevsky School community holiday event
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Shule Corner
f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspiring progressive secular Jewish education!

The past few months as usual have been quite 
eventful. The Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations’ conference took place in Philadelphia 
on the weekend of May 22-25. This event draws 
together members of secular Jewish communities from 
all over North America.

It was a success for me even before we left. It was the 
first time I am aware of that all of the Shule teachers 
(Sandra Ruch, Sarena Sairan, Ariel Sernick as well as 
myself) attended a CSJO conference together. This is 
a testimony to the strength of our present staff and 
our commitment to the Morris Winchevsky School. 
UJPO-Toronto Board member, Lana Rabkin, also 
accompanied us. It was wonderful meeting like-
minded people and reconnecting with old friends.

The theme of the conference this year was focused 
on the Echo of the Baby Boomers — specifically, the 
youth of today. The Winchevsky teachers facilitated a 
workshop, Educating the Echo, and it was enlightening 
to share experiences and insights with other educators 
from Secular Jewish schools from all over North 

America. Other workshops included one on Torah 
from the secular viewpoint and a look at the 
secular Jewish community from data that came 
out of the recently published Pew report on the 
Jews of North America.
This weekend was followed by an even more 
special event for me — the ceremony for this year’s 
Winchevsky B’nai Mitzvah class. Six students 
participated this year — Maya Gale-Buncel, Sarah 
and Avery Levin, Ruby Lewis, Gabe Mendelsohn 
Livolsi and Yakov Ross-Ramsden. Maya presented 
her research project on Yiddish Theatre, Sarah 
presented on Jewish Fashion Influences behind Donna 
Karan, Avery researched Brilliant Jewish Inventors, 
Ruby studied Jewish Photographers and Yakov 
investigated Jewish Architecture. As usual, the tributes 
paid to the students from selected family members 
and friends were incredibly moving. It is a privilege 
as a teacher to get to know such interesting, thinking 
young people, and I wish each and every one of them 
all the best. And, of course, we all hope to see them at 
our community celebrations as often as possible.

By Frances Handlarski — Education Director

“...we teach them how to think critically about all facets 
of being Jewish... We embrace art and music and in our 
community celebrations.”
        Frances Handlarski, Education Director
       & B’Nai Mitzvah teacher

“I love teaching children and have a passion for 
activism and social justice. I try to keep my classes 

interesting and varied — with music, art, word 
games and physical activities.”

    Sandra Ruch, Grades 4–6 teacher

“We have created a space that thrives on sharing 
knowledge and challenging ourselves and each other 
to learn and think critically about what it means to be 
Jewish, and how that shapes our identity and actions.”
   Ariel Sernick, Grades 1–3 teacher

“The Morris Winchevsky family is reflected in a belonging 
not based in religion, but rather in culture and virtue.”

   Sarena Sairan, Kinder Kapers leader

Meet our fantastic team of educators!



 

Bar/Bat Mit z vah Program Orientation for 2015-2016
Led by Frances Handlarski, MWS Education Director and B’Nai Mitzvah teacher.

Thursday September 17, 2015
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Winchevsky Centre — 585 Cranbrooke Avenue
Our progressive secular Bar/Bat Mitzvah program — for students in Grade 7 or 8 — is for families seeking a 
relevant and meaningful alternative to traditional Bar/Bat Mitzvah. We invite you and your Bar/Bat Mitzvah age 
child to attend an introduction and orientation session about our B’nai Mitzvah program.
Classes are held on Sunday mornings, from September to May, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 918 Bathurst Street 
beginning Sunday September 20, 2015. Through this program, your family will embark on a very special journey to 
mark this important life cycle for your child.  We look forward to beginning that journey with you.
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Morris Winchevsky School
Sunday morning Jewish cultural program

Pre-schoolers to bar/bat mitzvah

Join us for our opening day
Sunday September 20, 2015

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
918 Bathurst Street north of Bloor

 Kinder Kapers: (preschoolers aged 2–5 & their grown-ups) – twice a month 
 Secular Jewish Studies: (Grades 1–7) – weekly 
 Secular Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program: (Grades 7/8) - weekly 

Offering a free trial period of 2 weeks – try us out – everyone is welcome!

   winchevskycentre.org              info@mwstoronto.org                416-789-5502 

   Join us as we launch our 87th year  
   of secular progressive Jewish education 

register today!
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CAMP NAIVELT             

      OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY

Summer of 2015
A message from Maxine Hermolin

Happy to share some highlights of another 
incredible season at Camp Naivelt, UJPO’s summer 
cottage community!
Firstly, it was great to welcome lots of new families 
this summer and to see so many children roaming the 
hills and enjoying the children’s programming during 
many of the organized activities.
During Music Camp Martin van de Ven once again 
worked his magic, blending a vast range of musical 
talents into a cohesive band of musicians. They 
presented a joyous concert along with a choir led by 
the delightfully talented Ameena Bajer-Koulack.
Meshing Arts Camp with a Peace theme to mark 
Naivelt’s 90th anniversary was the brain child of 
Michael Burtt, who inspired the creativity and 
enthusiasm of all the participants. Participants 
enjoyed making paper cranes, lanterns, and flags, and 
drumming and singing together. And to culminate the 
week — an art display and shadow play presentation, 
followed by stories and music around the campfire.
The Bagel Brunches were packed full of interesting 
and stimulating topics ranging from The Ward 

(Toronto’s first immigrant community), to the 
Holocaust and the Third Generation, to Gender non-
conforming children & youth, to Bill C-51. Saturday 
evening programs ranged from salsa dancing to 
games night to campfires. Of course, cooling off at 
the pool during Aquafit and the Naivelt swim every 
weekend is the place to be.

And so many annual traditions – the Progressive 
Feast to open the season where we roam from hill 
to hill and enjoy appetizers, dinner and dessert and 
reconnect with our Naivelt community; the Peace 
Tea — marking the 70th anniversary of the 1945 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and renewing 
our commitment to work towards peaceful initiatives; 
and the closing Banquet and Dance which concludes 
the summer programs in late August.

Find out how you and your family can become a 
part of the richness of the Naivelt community. 
Cottages available — to rent or purchase. Contact us 
at info@winchevskycentre.org to enquire.

We’d love to welcome you to Naivelt!

Fun in the pool           Photo: Hannah Blazer

Fun on the hills         Photo: Mary Castel
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President’s Report, continued from page 1

With a dynamic team of educators under the leadership 
of our Morris Winchevsky School’s Education Director, 
Frances Handlarski, an outreach team is working 
on spreading the word about our arts-based and social 
justice focused Sunday School — with a view to have 
more students and families benefit from the strong 
progressive secular Jewish program that we offer — 
from pre-school to Bar and Bat Mitzvah. The 2015-2016 
Shule season begins on Sunday September 20th at our 
downtown location, 918 Bathurst Street (more details 
on page 4).

A new and exciting Youth Engagement Program has 
taken off this summer at Camp Naivelt — with our 
Naivelt youth gaining leadership skills and planning 
and leading a range of fun activities for the children 
at Naivelt — with a view to including our youth as 
classroom assistants at Shule in the city.

Strategic Planning — our volunteer Boards and 
Committees continue to devote their time and energy 
to sustain the many facets of our community. To move 
forward with our strategic planning, our Boards and 

Committees will work together on the next phase 
of the strategic plan which will include membership, 
finances, and board and staff development.

Combining our Culture and Social Justice Committees 
has helped to integrate our cultural and political 
priorities as we work together to plan events and 
activities, inform the community about actions, 
rallies and endorsements and issue timely statements 
on behalf of UJPO.

You are invited to join us for an exciting year ahead...

• Morris Winchevsky School opens on Sunday 
September 20

• fall festivals (Rosh Hashonah on Monday 
September 14, Yom Kippur on Tuesday 
September 22 and Sukkes on Sunday September 27

• and hold the dates for our Holocaust Education 
Week events on November 4 and 7

For those who are not UJPO members, we invite you 
to contact us to find out about membership.
In solidarity,
Julia Barnett.

Arts Camp Shadow Play                UJPO Photo

Music Camp bonfire  Photo: Nicole Bennett

Lanterns for Hiroshima Day 
Photo: Marnie Wohl Bennett

Mitch Smolkin speaking at the July 12 Bagel Brunch, 
“The Holocaust and the Third Generation.”       UJPO Photo
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The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School
•	 Camp Naivelt
•	 Toronto Jewish Folk Choir Foundation

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  

or on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

communitynews
Mazel Tov To...
Mari Drexler on the upcoming 
marriage of her son, Simon Drexler, to 
Nicholas Crampton on September 5

WelcoMe NeW MeMbers...
Marlene Fine & Malcolm Alexandroff

Rossana Paredes, Peter Mandrela, 
Chantel Paredes and Nathan Paredes

speedy recovery To...
Dan Meaney,  Sol Blaser, and
Rhonda Sussman

RemembeRing 
TheodoRe bikel

May 2, 1924 – July 21, 2015
Along with social justice advocates and activists 
around the world, we mourn the passing of 
Theodore Bikel on July 21st, 2015 – a great ally and a 
‘mentsch’ in every sense of the word!. His impressive 
outstanding career can be reviewed at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Bikel.

Tribute to Theodore Bikel
Annual Summer Yiddish Concert
Tuesday August 24, 2015 • 7:30 p.m.
Temple Sinai • 210 Wilson Avenue

Mark your calendars with these important Holocaust Education Week events:

Liberation for All Treaty People
Wednesday November 4, 2015
New College
University of Toronto
Sponsored by UJPO, Ve’ahavta 
and Facing History & Ourselves

100 Voices Project:
Effects of the Armenian Genocide

Saturday November 7, 2015
Winchevsky Centre
Sponsored by UJPO 

and the Armenian Community Centre

More information in the next issue of L’Khaim.

Support and 
subscribe to 
OUTLOOK 
MAGAZINE!
Canada’s progressive 

Jewish magazine.
outlookmagazine.ca 


