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NOVEMBER

Wednesday November 3: 6 pm 
Film screening: On the Side of 
the Road,  Q&A with director, 
Lia Tarachansky 
Bloor Cinema, 506 Bloor Street West

Holocaust Education Week
Wednesday November 4: 7 pm 
Indigenous and Jewish Experiences: 
Change and Continuity 
New College, 45 Willcocks Street 
University of Toronto 

Saturday November 7: 7 pm 
100 Voices: Survival, Memory and 
Justice – Commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of The Armenian 
Genocide 
Winchevsky Centre

Sunday November 22: 10 am – 1 pm 
Morris Winchevsky School 
UJPO-Toronto 
Annual General Meeting 
Winchevsky Centre

Friday November 27: 7 pm 
Friday Night Music Jam 
Winchevsky Centre

DECEMBER

Sunday December 13: 11 am – 1 pm 
Chanukah Celebration 
918 Bathurst Street

Regular Weekly Programs 
Sundays 10 am – 12:30 pm 
Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
918 Bathurst Street

Kinder Kapers Dates: 
November 1, 15, & 29; December 6 
10:30 am – 12:00 noon

On a rainy Saturday in October 
an eclectic and energetic group of 
UJPO -Toronto members gathered 
together to set the foundation for 
our organization’s new and updated 
Strategic Plan. Representatives 
from the UJPO-Toronto and UJPO-
National Boards, Eldorado Camp 
& Amusements Limited (ECAL), 
Camp Committee, Social Justice and 
Culture Committee and the Board of 
the Morris Winchevsky School joined 
facilitator Joan Roberts in the process.  
Joan is a long time labour activist, 
facilitator and leadership trainer with 
a long-standing appreciation of our 
history and our future challenges.  
She took our group on an intense 
and comprehensive examination of 
where we came from, where we stand 
now and various options of where we 
might want to go.

As always, when I find myself in an 
UJPO-related meeting, I am taken by 
the diversity of opinion and the range 
of interests that are informed by an 
overall keen and critical intelligence.  
We reconsidered our current strategic 
goals and examined where we were 
in achieving them and how our 
progress or lack thereof impacts our 
organization.  We reviewed various 
activities, programs, policies and 
protocols to consider relevance, 
currency and sustainability. We went 
around the room and individually 
described what we were particularly 
proud of, committed to and/or 
inspired by within the various 
programs and activities that are part 
of UJPO-Toronto. The responses were 
many and wide-reaching and were 

an excellent motivator 
that kept everyone 
engaged.  
There is much to be proud of. 
When we stopped for a well-deserved 
and well-stocked lunch break, the 
conversation became more informal, 
but just as animated. We had spent 
the morning examining our strengths 
and our challenges and now we were 
readying to put forward concrete 
steps and actions to enable us to 
move forward more inclusively and 
effectively. We broke into small 
groups and identified several areas 
of focus for the coming months. 
Appreciating that we are a small 
(but mighty) organization driven 
by volunteers, we worked on 
mechanisms to reach out to our 
membership to get their input and 
commitment. Standby as we work 
out methods of getting out to all of 
our members and bringing your 
opinions, concerns and interests 
back to integrate into the action plan.  
Also, standby as you might be called 
upon to help out in one capacity or 
another. A day of working together 
demonstrated to all of us that our 
members are also our workers 
and we couldn’t exist without that 
particular combination. 
So standby…the future of UJPO-
Toronto is looking good!
Many thanks to the key people 
behind this Strategic Planning Day: 
Maxine Hermolin, our tireless ED, 
Julia Barnett, our fearless Board 
Chair and Facilitator Joan Roberts 
for her skill and care in making 
it all work.
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NATIONAL NEWS    UJPO-Canada National Board Overview

By Lyn Center, Secretary and David abramowitz, President

The Winnipeg UJPO premiered the Prairie exhibit 
of the cartoons of Avrom Yanovsky at the Jewish 
Heritage Centre on September 17, 2015. The exhibit, 
sponsored nationally by UJPO-Canada, was 
co-sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre at the 
Asper Jewish Community Centre in the Kanee 
Foyer Lounge. The opening event featured our own 
Anna Yanovsky (Avrom’s widow), UJPO-Toronto 
member and retired York University Associate 
Professor of Social Sciences, Ester Reiter, and Yiddish 
songs performed by UJPO Winnipeg’s North End 
Jewish Folk Choir.
Hamilton’s UJPO members gathered for a potluck 
“schmooze and nosh” on Sunday October 4 at Lyn’s 
home. The cultural program Lyn presented was a 
short history of the Yiddish language, including its 
origins and its future. UJPO Toronto’s activities, 
past and future, are covered elsewhere in this issue 
so we won’t duplicate them and Vancouver UJPO 
members’ activities will be reported in the Fall issue 
of UJPO News.

The Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations 
(CSJO), of which UJPO-Canada and the Morris 
Winchevsky School are affiliates, will hold its mid-
year Board Meeting in Detroit in mid-November. 
Barbara Blaser, a member of the CSJO board, will 
attend. We have been requested to host CSJO’s next 
annual conference in Toronto, May 27-30, 2016, and 
hope it will be attended by many of our members. 
We are also contemplating celebrating the Labour 
League-UJPO-Toronto’s 90th anniversary. Stay tuned.

UJPO’s  national website — ujpo.org — has been 
updated, thanks to the tremendous work of Sam 
Blatt. Please have a look — a website is always a 
work in progress — and send us your comments. We 
have established a moderated Blog for articles and 
information for which there is inadequate space in 
UJPO News. Our moderator is Sam Blatt (who else?)! 
If you’d like to write an article or submit one you 
wish to share with our members and friends, please 
send it to Sam Blatt at sambl39@sympatico.ca.

“We must care about Syria and we must care right now!”
Statement by Bayan Khatib – Syrian medical relief activist

On Sunday morning October 18th at a program on Syria, our awareness was raised further about the 
desperate situation there today. Speakers Rasha El-Endari, a Syrian archaeologist & solidarity activist, 
and Bayan Khatib, a Syrian medical relief activist were on a panel addressing Why Refugees? Why Syria? 
Why Now? The event was sponsored by the UJPO-Toronto Social Justice Committee. We heard an overview 
of the uprising, the constant bombing and relentless destruction of lives (now more than 300,000) as well 
as archaeological sites. We heard about the courageousness of those involved in solidarity movements 
inside Syria despite those leaders risking and many losing their lives. We learned about UOSSM. UOSSM 
is part of the International Union of Medical Care and Relief Organizations, formed in 2012, which provides 
humanitarian and medical assistance to all victims of war regardless of religion, ethnicity or political 
affiliation. UOSSM-Canada is currently coordinating medical relief projects in Syria. Medical supplies and 
financial donations to this organization can provide IMMEDIATE help to the staggering number of victims. 
Please visit www.uossm-canada.org and contribute to the medical relief mission for Syria. “We must care 
about Syria and we must care right now!” This is one way.

Also, please attend the Syria Film Festival being held at Jackman Hall at the Art Gallery of Ontario 
on November 13-15: fb.com/syria.film.festival

* Bayan Khatib will be guest speaker at our AGM — see page 3
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Attention All UJPo-toronto MeMbers!

Annual General Meeting
Saturday November 28, 2015
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Winchevsky Centre, 585 Cranbrooke Avenue

The UJPO-Toronto Board of Directors invites you to help build your organization! 
Support its programs! Organize its activities!

Join a committee! Come to the AGM!
The AGM is a perfect opportunity to contribute to building our organization. There are several active boards and 
committees which are the driving force behind the UJPO. You are invited to participate and infuse these groups with 
new ideas. Please consider standing for election and volunteering in an area that interests you. Do plan to attend this 
important meeting and participate in directing the future of the UJPO!

Guest Speaker from the Representative of the organization International Union of Medical Care and Relief 
Organizations (UOSSM), a non-profit organization that provides medical relief to victims of war and coordinates 

efforts with other organizations in Canada and abroad to deliver support and raise 
awareness for the medical crisis in Syria.

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.: Guest speaker and Q&A 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.: General business meeting including feedback about our recent Strategic Planing session and 
elections to the Board of Directors.

All members in good standing may participate and are eligible to vote and be elected to the Board of Directors.
Please RSVP by November 16, 2015, so that we know how many to expect.

Bagel brunch available at 9:30 a.m. AGM begins promptly at 10:00 a.m.
Julia Barnett  
UJPO-President and AGM Coordinator

3 NOVEMBER 2015 @ 6 PM
Toronto premiere followed by
Q&A with director Lia Tarachansky

Cinema Politica @ the Bloor
506 Bloor Street West — PWYC

Event page: www.facebook.com/events/1645327672392341

The recent escalation of violence 
in Israel/Palestine, including 
lethal attacks on Jewish Israelis, 
murderous attacks on 
Palestinians, and the imposition 
of collective punishment on 
Palestinian protesters demands 
that we look honestly at the 
impact of Israel’s half century of 
colonial rule and the hopelessness 
it has engendered in three 
generations of Palestinians.

Lia Tarachansky’s film examines 
the role that Jewish Israelis’ willful 
ignorance has played in creating 
and maintaining Israel’s military 
occupation of Palestine.

This screening is co-presented with 
the Doing Jewish Off the Grid 
Planning Committee, Independent 
Jewish Voices (IJV) – Toronto, and 
the United Jewish People’s Order – 
Toronto Social Justice Committee 
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Shule Corner

f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspiring progressive secular Jewish education!

The Morris Winchevsky School classes began again 
on September 20th and it was wonderful to see old 
and new faces alike. We are fortunate to have all our 
great teachers return – Sarena Sairan is once again our 
Kinder Kapers teacher, Ariel Sernick returns for her 
fifth year to teach Grades one to three, Sandra Ruch 
is in charge of the Grades four to six class and I am 
once again teaching the B’nai Mitzvah class along with 
being the Education Director. Sue Goldstein returns 
to take care of snacks and administration. This year 
we are also fortunate to have some wonderful youth 
as classroom assistants  – Maddy Wintermute, Amelia 
Cameron and Levi Zeman-Barnett, all of whom are 
graduates from our B’nai Mitzvah program. I know 
that they will add a great deal to the classes this year.
Registration for all classes is still open. There is still 
some space in the B’nai Mitzvah class for additional 
students, so if you know anyone who is thinking of 
having a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, or are interested yourself, 
please get in touch with the office — we would be 
delighted to welcome you. We are very proud of our 
meaningful B’nai Mitzvah program and ceremony 
— it is a great way to reaffirm and strengthen a 
connection to our Jewish culture and heritage.
Over the summer the curriculum was revamped 
to ensure that there is a three year cycle so students 
in multi-level classes will be learning new material. 
If anyone is interested in seeing the curriculum, 
please let us know – we would be happy to email it 
to you. We will be resuming our rotation, with 
Sandra teaching music, Ariel facilitating discussions 
on topics of interest and I will be teaching Yiddish 
and Hebrew. This year we will once again concentrate 
on learning the alphabet, but will also be doing 
some conversational Yiddish and Hebrew expressions 
as well.
Sukkes
On Sunday September 27th, we held our annual 
Sukkes celebration at Dufferin Grove Park. The 
Sukkah we built was amazing – thanks go to Lev 
Jaeger, Max Wallace, Shlomit Segal and Ronit Little 
who each year make sure we have a Sukkah to 

decorate. Thank you to all the children and adults 
who helped to decorate the Sukkah. We learned about 
the symbolism of the Etrog and Lulav, sang songs 
related to the Harvest and Peace in English, Yiddish 
and Hebrew, led by Sarena Sairan and Sandra Ruch, 
drank hot chocolate and hot apple cider and generally 
enjoyed the amazing weather. We also had two young 
speakers from the Toronto Food Policy Council come 
to speak to us about the right everyone has to have 
enough food to eat. For secular Jews, the issue of 
homelessness and hunger is at the forefront of our 
minds at Sukkes. Thanks go to Sue Goldstein for so 
ably tending the fire, to Ariel for organizing the crafts 
and to Maddy and Amelia for helping out. As usual, 
we have to thank Maxine who works tirelessly behind 
the scenes dealing with the many administrative tasks 
necessary to make our events possible.

Syria
The images of desperate refugees seeking a secure 
and safe place to live has greatly saddened all of 
us, and the Morris Winchevsky School along with 
its parent body the United Jewish People’s Order 
is planning to help as much as we can. Through 
Professor Richard Lee, a member of the Shule 
Advisory Council, we learned about the need for 
shoes for Syrian refugees. Thanks to all those who 
donated to this drive organized by University College 
at the University of Toronto. A teach-in on the Syrian 
Refugee Crisis was also held on Sunday morning 
October 18th, 2015 at 918 Bathurst. We are looking 
into the possibility of working with other groups on 
sponsoring a Syrian family. Please get involved — 
together we can make a difference.

We are excited about the upcoming year at the Morris 
Winchevsky School. We look forward to learning 
and experiencing our amazingly rich Jewish culture, 
from a secular point of view. The very influential Pew 
report on Jewish life which came out fairly recently in 
the United States found that in fact most Jews identify 
culturally and not through religion. As secular Jews 
we are actually in the majority and I am sure we will 
go from strength to strength.

By Frances Handlarski  Morris Winchevsky School Education Director
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Community news
Mazel Tov To...
Christine Cushing on the 
marriage of her son, Michael Culkin, 
to Sonya Chiang on September 26, 2015

Speedy RecoveRy To...
Howard Tessler, Lyn Center, 
David Abramowitz, Mari Drexler, 
Ruth Grossman, Sol Blaser, 
Charles Poynton, and Sam Blatt

HeaRTfelT condolenceS To...
Ann Sargent & Louis Fishauf on the passing 
of Brenda Fishauf
The Kelson family on the passing of Miriam Kelson
Gord & Roz Doctorow on the passing of Roz’s 
mother, Bertha Starr
Joe Jacobs & Sara Latha on the passing of Joe’s 
mother, Ann Jacobs
Jude MacDonald on the passing of her father, 
Alexander Sutherland MacDonald

The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School

•	 Camp Naivelt

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario  M6A 2X9
Telephone: 416-789-5502

Fax: 416-789-5981
Email: info@winchevskycentre.org

Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School”.                    

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  

or on our website, please contact us at info@winchevskycentre.org.

City of Toronto honours Lil Greene, 
long-time UJPO member and political activist!

A ceremonial unveiling of
Lillian Greene Lane

Monday, November 2, 2015
12:30 p.m.

at Lillian Greene Lane closest to Shaw Street
A lifelong peace, political and community activist, 
Lillian Greene was a pillar of the community.
RSVP: protocol@toronto.ca or (416) 392-7667

Sukkes at 
Dufferin 

Grove park
Sunday 

September 27, 2015

Photos by 
Shlomit Segal 

and 
Sue Goldstein

 
 
  

 


