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HOLD THESE DATES!
MARCH
Saturday March 1: 5:30pm-9pm
Camp Naivelt’s Mid-Winter Mingle
Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club 
180 Westmoreland Avenue

Sunday March 16: 11am-1pm
Purim Celebration
918 Bathurst

APRIL
Saturday April 19: 4:30-9pm
Annual Third Seyder 
Sala Caboto, Villa Colombo 
40 Playfair Avenue

Regular Weekly Programs
Sundays  10am-12:30pm
Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
918 Bathurst Street 

Sunday January 12 & 26, February 9 & 23
10:30am-12noon
Kinder Kapers 
918 Bathurst Street 

The Yiddish Conversation Group is on 
hiatus until further notice.

executive report
by Barbara Blaser 
UJPO-Toronto/Morris Winchevsky School Board

Programs 
at a Glance

This past period has been a very busy and 
exciting time for our organisation.  We had 
many events taking place at the Winchevsky 
Centre during the months of October and 
November, and on Thanksgiving Weekend, 
we were once again pleased to welcome 
David Rovics to the Winchevsky Centre. 
As he has done in previous concerts, he 
performed music that is always meaningful 
and an inspiration to continuing support for 
social justice and human rights causes.  As 
this was Thanksgiving weekend, it was also a 
time for Naivelters to close their cottages and 
then enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner 
at Camp Naivelt.

At this time of year, many of our 
committees are busy planning progams and 
activities for our members. We encourage 
everyone to come to the events and bring 
your families and friends. 

The re-launch of the Mary Pitawanakwat 
Fund for Children took place in early 
November and we were pleased to have 
Mary’s family here from Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia, and northern Ontario as 
well as Robert and Elie Meeropol.  Robert 
and his brother Michael were instrumental in 
founding the Rosenberg Fund for Children 
in the United States. (Robert and Michael are 
the sons of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg). Both 
funds award grants to children and youth 
whose families are affected as a result of their 
social, political, and economic discrimination 
and exclusion.  It was a powerful musical 
program  with David Wall and Marilyn 
Lerner as well as Faith Nolan performing.  
The speakers had all of us mesmerized and 
excited to see this fund develop into an 

important instrument for indigenous and 
non-indigenous racialized children and youth.  
There was a wonderful response to the 
request for funds and the fund will now begin 
to seek out recipients.

The Shule had the second group of 
last year’s students experience their B’nai 
Mitzvahv celebrations and we certainly 
wish them all the best.  The Shule children 
prepared for our Community Chanukah 
Celebration and a good time was had by all.   
Shule classes will continue in the new year.

I had the wonderful experience of 
participating with the Toronto Jewish Folk 
Choir, Temple Sinai Ensemble and the 
Upper Canada Choristers in two concerts 
during Holocaust Education Week.  The 
three groups singing together were very 
powerful and well received both at the Grace 
Church on the Hill and the Temple Sinai 
Synagogue.   I was honoured to read poems 
by two wonderful women who suffered from 
the Holocaust.  They were Hannah Senesh, 
who was murdered at age twenty-three and 
Chava Rosenfarb, who experienced time 
in a concentration camp.  Their poems and 
writings should be read by everyone and let 
us all make a promise “never to forget” this 
time in history.

As we will be approaching a new 
calendar year, let us all try to participate 
more in the events of our organisation and 
give some thought to joining at least one of 
our committees.  We are always open to new 
ideas.  That is the only way we will grow, 
both in our resolve for a better world and for 
a stronger organisation.  

For event information: 
416-789-5502

info@winchevskycentre.org
www.winchevskycentre.org

 Like us 

 on facebook!

 Follow us 
 on twitter!

www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr

twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr



United Jewish 
People’s Order
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NATIONAL NEWS    ujpo-canada report

By David Abramowitz and Lyn Center 
UJPO-Canada Co-Presidents

In accordance with the current UJPO constitution, the national 
organization consists of members from across Canada (now in 
Vancouver, Winnipeg, Hamilton and Toronto). It is governed 
by representatives from each “section” and administered by a 
National Resident Board (NRB) of ten members who reside in 
Toronto. We hold annual general meetings for all board members, 
and national conferences once every five years. All members are 
invited to take part in the latter and vote in board elections. 

While UJPO numbers in Vancouver remain small, in April of 
this year, the Avrom Yanovsky cartoon exhibit was displayed at 
the Peretz Centre, in time for the annual Outlook supper, and the 
opening event was very successful. Carl Rosenberg and Sylvia 
Friedman continue their work on this very important magazine – 
Canada’s only progressive Jewish magazine! (Let’s do our best to 
support them.)

Winnipeg UJPO has a very active board led by Henry Shorr. 
They have held several events over the past year: a discussion 
on the Idle No More movement with speakers Leah Gazan and 
Niigaan Sinclair; a Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Memorial evening 
with Dr. Lionel Steiman; a wind-up barbecue honouring outgoing 
president Roz Usiskin; a “schmoozefest” showing a documentary 
on the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire; a fundraising brunch 
for Outlook with guest speaker Rhea Tregebov; forums on 
Generations of Secular Jewish Activism and on Challenges Facing 
the Left; and discussions on death and burial, the UJPO trip to 
Venezuela, and how to talk about Israel. Winnipeg UJPO also 
has a Facebook page, plans to launch a progressive Jewish book 
club, and supports the popular North End Yiddish Folk Choir (can 
be found singing on YouTube). In 2014 they plan to exhibit the 
Yanovsky cartoons.

Now a resident of Hamilton, in April Lyn Center contacted 
UJPO members who live in the area and invited them to lunch in 
her home to see if they would be interested in meeting regularly as 
a group in Hamilton. She received a very positive response: about 
a dozen people expressed interest. So far four potluck lunches 
have taken place in people’s homes with the goals of getting to 
know one another and planning discussions – e.g. in September 
Paul Weinberg and Cathy McPherson spoke and displayed photos 
of their recent trip to Warsaw and Berlin, and in October David 

Cohen talked about greening cities. At the December lunch, 
Kathryn Petersen spoke about how Jews in North Africa celebrate 
the 7th day of Chanukah as the Festival of the Daughters.

In the past, members Sam Blatt and Ronnee Jaeger have 
organized three educational and solidarity tours to Israel and one to 
Venezuela. This past two years have been busy for them with family 
events and moving house, and hence no tours were planned. 

The UJPO editorial team of David Abramowitz, Sam Blatt, 
Lyn Center and Dan Meaney are responsible for the quarterly 
production of UJPO News. They have redesigned it using 
a Word template, which makes it easier to edit and produce 
without the need for expensive software. In an effort to increase 
UJPO content, they have requested and published articles 
written by members, as well as songs (Dan’s suggestion) and the 
wonderful cartoons by John Williams. More input is welcome, 
including letters to the editor. If you are interested in joining the 
communications team, please contact one of the members. The 
newsletter is distributed online and in paper to our members. The 
National UJPO maintains a website (linked to the Winchevsky 
Centre’s site) and keeps it up-to-date.

The last two issues of the newsletter have contained copies of 
letters from UJPO-Canada on important political issues: one from 
David Abramowitz to John Baird, Minister of Foreign Affairs, in 
support of Tarek Loubani and John Greyson who were arrested 
and held in Egypt; and another from Winnipeg UJPO President 
Henry Shorr to the Winnipeg Free Press opposing the University 
of Manitoba Student Union’s decision to ban the group Students 
Against Israeli Apartheid. In addition, the NRB works with the 
UJPO Toronto Social Action Committee towards rapid response to 
national/international issues.

Lastly, as you may know, the UJPO is affiliated to the US-
based Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO). Last 
May, Lyn Center and Henry Lowi attended its annual conference 
in Philadelphia. This was the first for Henry, and he was extremely 
impressed with the content and the membership. He urges other 
UJPOers to try it out – the next one will be held in Cleveland 
(May 23-26, 2014). The conferences are usually held on 
university campuses, and if enough of our members are interested, 
transportation could be simplified. So think about it!

Call (416-789-5502) or email (info@winchevskycentre.org) 
the office to find out about concrete ways in which you can 

contribute to building the UJPO!



Shule Corner
 

f r o m  p r e s c h o o l  t o  B a r / B a t  m i t z va h

your gateway to a meaningful, inspired progressive secular Jewish education!

The topic of the B’nai Mitzvah is never far from my 
mind, as I teach the B’nai Mitzvah class in addition to 
being the Education Director at the Morris Winchevsky 
School (MWS). I have had the privilege of observing the 
ceremonies of this past year of graduates and have also 
participated in previous ceremonies during my stint as 
Education Director about ten years ago.

I am always struck anew by how meaningful these 
ceremonies are.  The students do such a good job of 
delivering their presentations on the topic they have chosen 
and researched, and which are therefore truly meaningful 
to them.  They also have the opportunity to showcase other 
talents they may have and the ceremony can be tailored 
to reflect the choices and values of the families involved.  
For me, the most moving thing of all is seeing the family 
members of the B’nai Mitzvah graduates have a chance 
to address them and honour them on this very important 
occasion in their lives.  The Shule B’nai Mitzvah credo is 
also very impressive.

Our students are also given the opportunity to choose 
to twin with a victim of the Holocaust of about their age 
– who never had the chance of having their own Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah.  This is a way to keep these victims alive in our 
memory, for us to say as the partisans did mir zaynen do – 
we are still here.

Over the years people have chosen many different 
venues, times, levels of formality, styles of catering, DJ’s 
etc., but each celebration has been personalized and very 

special.  It also doesn’t hurt to have a group of people to 
share the expenses with!  I would like to again say a very 
hearty Mazel Tov! to the B’nai Mitzvah students of the 
2012 – 2013 year:

Isaac Amsterdam
Levi Barnett-Zeman

Madeline Blazer Wintermute
Amelia Cameron

Aviva Gale-Buncel
Frances Hayward
Shiran Kandiyoti

Simon LiVolsi
Oscar Paradis

Matthew Pellatt
Tess Schwartz
Vitto Shiffman

Leora Trefler
Emma Vandergeest

They are still on my mind, because the second 
celebration took place on November 23.  I look forward 
to being part of next year’s celebration with our current 
students – Nicholas Freedman Smith, Josh Ghan and Yoshi 
MacLear Wall.  We at the Winchevsky Shule wish them 
and their families everything of the very best, always.

Frances Handlarski, MWS Education Director

Community Sukkes Celebration at Dufferin Grove Park
September 22, 2013 

www.mwstoronto.org
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Community Chanukah Celebration,
December 1, 2013 



CAMP NAIVELT             
      OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY

The Naivelt camp committee 2013/2014 will be 
meeting and working during the winter and spring to 
administer camp business and develop programming for 
our community. I think the Camp Naivelt Season 2014 is 
going to be a full and enjoyable summer; the Progressive 
Feast, the Bagel Brunches, the Saturday Night Events, 
Music Camp, Arts Camp, Spanish Camp, Special Themed 
Events, Aquafit. We’re hoping for a wonderfully rich 
calendar of activities. I would like to remind the greater 
UJPO community about the availability of cottages for 
rent during the summer.  So if you are making plans for 
next summer think about a weekend or week at Camp 
Naivelt.

The summer of 2013 was both a challenging and 
satisfying one. The camp suffered some large unexpected 

expenses because of the bad storms in the spring. On the 
other hand, camp is a thriving community that enjoyed 
a wonderful summer of programming. We’re a growing 
community.

Speaking of being a community, this years Mid-Winter 
Mingle for all Naivelters past and present will be on March 
1, 2014 at the Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club for the 
traditional swim and potluck social. More details to come 
as the time gets nearer.

We’re looking forward to 2014 and expecting that 
Camp Naivelt  continues to be a place where culture, social 
justice and land stewardship are celebrated. 

Robert Bredin (2013-14 Camp Committee Chair)

The Winchevsky Centre is home to:

•	 United Jewish People’s Order - Canada 
United Jewish People’s Order - Toronto

•	 Morris Winchevsky School - 
       Toronto’s Secular Jewish Community School

•	 Camp Naivelt

•	 Toronto Jewish Folk Choir

These institutions, founded on the traditions of social justice and humanism, 
are committed to making secular Jewish life relevent and accessible through a 
wide variety of cultural, social and educational programs.

The Winchevsky Centre
585 Cranbrooke Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
M6A 2X9

Telephone: 416-789-5502
Fax: 416-789-5981

Email: info@winchevskycentre.org
Website: www.winchevskycentre.org

If you wish to correct, add or delete a name from our mailing list,  
or if you do not wish for your photograph to appear in L’Khaim  
or on our website, please contact L’Khaim editor Juliane Edler.

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre. 
Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School” and “Toronto Jewish Folk Choir”.                    

Mazel Tov To...
The Blaser Family on the marriage 
of Beth Suzanne Blaser and Kimberly 
Girotti.

Denise Handlarski on her ordination as a Secular Jewish 
Rabbi by the International Institute for Secular Humanistic 
Judaism.
 

WelcoMe NeW MeMber...
Cheryl Kolin

  Speedy recovery To...
  Peter Smollett
  Richard Lee

HearTfelT coNdoleNceS To...
The Shulman and Rosenberg-Lee Family on the 
passing of Don Hale.
The Mandel Family on the passing of Michael 
Mandel.
Marilyn Lerner on the passing of her mother 
Helen Lerner.

community news


