
 UJPO News Winter 2015 1 

UJPO News
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLIE HEBDO AND ITS AFTERMATH?   
By David Abramowitz 

Is it enough to unequivocally denounce the appalling slaughter of the Charlie Hebdo staff, police 
officers and Jewish market patrons, a criminal total of 17? What do we believe was the cause? How 
accurate are our observations?  

 Even before the “Dreyfus Affair” (1894-1906)[1] the existence of anti-Semitism and other forms of 
racism in France was not subtle. During WW2 the French Vichy government rounded up Jews and 
other “adversatives” such as communists and political refugees. In recent years Jewish cemeteries and 
synagogues have been vandalized. 

 Related hostility has been directed against the even larger marginalized French minority – 
oppressed, impoverished and largely unemployed Muslims.  

 The January 8 issue of The Washington Post, referring to the cartoon in question, states “That 
drawing and many others that align with its edgy and often offensive spirit may have motivated 
terrorists…” [2] Glenn Greenwald in The Intercept said, “Some of the cartoons published by Charlie 
Hebdo were not just offensive but bigoted…”[3] 

 A country, one of whose values is égalité (equality), and yet prohibits religious head coverings for 
public servants, can’t claim shock when a provocative caricature (offensive to many) incited and 
resulted in a treacherous response. The derisive cartoon was in a magazine with a reputation of 
disregarding the fine line between satire and intolerance. After all, the office of Charlie Hebdo had 
been under police surveillance from similar past threats. 

 Invoking the alleged Voltairian philosophy “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it” adds insult to injury. It ignores the oft noted declarations of lawyers and 
judges who have reminded us that no rights are absolute. It appears that Pope Francis also agrees. 

 The issue of racial xenophobia will be heightened by the fact that the copyright of Hitler’s “Mein 
Kampf” (MK) will cease at the end of this year (2015)[4] and it reverts to public domain. Will the 
millions who marched in support of “Charlie Hebdo” have positive or negative feelings about “MK” 
when fascist sympathizers plan to distribute newly published versions of this toxic book? 

 And will there be a new wave of anti-Semitism in France and beyond? Will Marine Le Pen, leader 
of France’s neo-Fascist National Front (whose slogan is “The French Come First”), succeed to the 
presidency? Only seven hours after the Charlie Hebdo massacre she announced that both of the 
country’s main political parties have not succeeded in stopping “the Islamist tide”[5] – thus the French 
voters have all the necessary evidence that new leadership is required. “I intend to assume this vital 
responsibility so France can defend itself in the war that has been declared upon her,” she continued. 
Let us hope the French electorate is more sophisticated and will not make that choice.  
[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreyfus_affair  
[2] http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/wp/2015/01/08/washington-post-opinions-
section-publishes-controversial-charlie-hebdo-cartoon/ 
[3] http://globalnation.inquirer.net/117761/pope-charlie-hebdo-punch-not-a-justification-of-violence/ 
[4] http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2014/06/12/Controversy-in-Germany-surrounds-Mein-
Kampf-copyright-expiration/2871402598002/ 
http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/defusing-mein-kampf 
[5]http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/foreigners/2015/01/marine_le_pen_and_the_nationa
l_front_on_the_rise_france_s_far_right_party.html 
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NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 
FROM WINNIPEG 
By Henry Shorr, UJPO-Winnipeg President 

As you will see, UJPO Winnipeg has been busy since last fall: 

• A Schmooze Fest was held on September 28 for people to 
socialize and discuss issues. 

• The UJPO book club has met three times. 

• The Outlook Brunch on November 17 featured a speech by 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Conductor Alexander 
Micklethwate on how music crosses boundaries and cultures and 
acts as a unifying force. This event was well attended and raised 
$3500-$4000 for Outlook.  

• Our North End Jewish Folk Choir  performed at the Simkin 
Centre on Dec. 14th, at the Oak Table on the 15th and for the 
Sholem Aleichem Community on the 21st. They received $500 
from UJPO-Canada National Board and $400 from the Seven 
Oaks Historical Society for our performance at St. John’s 
Anglican Church. 

• A forum on feminism was held on January 15. The speakers 
at this forum, which was attended by 15 people, were Jocelyn 
Thorpe, an Assistant Professor of Gender Studies at the 
University of Manitoba and Carinna Rosales, Director of 
Business Development Services at SEED Winnipeg, a 
community development organization. Their remarks evoked 
considerable commentary from the audience. 

• We are co-sponsoring events on Feb. 9 and 10 where Jeff 
Halper, founder of ICAHD (Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions) will speak on the current crisis in Israel/Palestine. 

• Our Warsaw Ghetto event is on April 13th. Our theme will 
be Women of Courage and Valour, using Loa Henry’s 
compilation of biographies and songs as the basis for the 
evening. Our North End Jewish Folk Choir will be performing.  

FROM VANCOUVER 
By Carl Rosenberg  

As always, I have several events to report on in which 
Vancouver members of UJPO (and the secular Jewish 
community generally) are involved, especially – but not 
exclusively – at the Peretz Centre. There were two enjoyable 
events in December at Peretz. One was a Hanukkah sing-along, 
with children from the Family Education program leading us in 
“Hine Ma Tov” and “Shalom Chaverim,” as they lit their 
menorahs. The other was the Fraytik Tsu Nakht  program, which 
this December gave us a chance to enjoy “Jewish Christmas” –
Chinese food and a movie (Gene Wilder’s The Frisco Kid). 

 One event I found especially moving was a well-attended 
talk at the Peretz Centre on January 8th by Dr. Goldie 
Morgentaler, “ ‘I Am There:’ Jewish Poland in the Canadian 
Novels of Chava Rosenfarb”. Chava Rosenfarb (1923-2011), 

one of the major writers of modern Yiddish literature, was born 
in Poland and survived the Lodz Ghetto, Auschwitz and Bergen-
Belsen during the Holocaust before coming to Montreal and its 
vital Yiddish literary community after the war. Her novels – The 
Tree of Life: A Trilogy of Life in the Lodz Ghetto; Bociany; Of 
Lodz and Love; and Letters to Abrasha, were all written in 
Canada but set in Poland – a literary recreation of the destroyed 
Jewish world of her youth. 

 Morgentaler, a professor of English at the University of 
Lethbridge, is Rosenfarb’s daughter, and also a devoted 
translator of her mother’s work. Her presentation was both an 
evocation of Rosenfarb’s writing and cultural and literary world, 
and a moving tribute to the mother whom she loved so dearly. 

 Another important event coming up as I write (Jan. 20) is 
the Vancouver appearance of Jeff Halper, an Israeli professor of 
anthropology who is also the co-founder and director of the 
Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions. He will speak on 
“Israel at a Crossroad: Where To From Here?” His Vancouver 
talk is part of a cross-country tour; UJPO is one of the national 
sponsors of the tour. (The local sponsors  in Vancouver include 
Building Bridges Vancouver and Independent Jewish Voices-
Vancouver.) Having heard Halper speak twice before, I’m 
looking forward to hearing him again. He is one of the most 
dedicated and courageous of Israeli anti-occupation activists. His 
work and that of other Israeli and Palestinian activists is a source 
of hope for a better future for both peoples, as hard as it is to 
envision now.  

FROM TORONTO 

Doing Jewish Off the Grid: Politics, Identity 
and Spirituality  

October 25-26, 2014  

By Julia Barnett, UJPO-Toronto President 
The United Jewish People’s Order-Toronto, Independent Jewish 
Voices, and members of the Critical Jew Network organized the 
conference “Doing Jewish Off the Grid: Politics, Identity, and 
Spirituality” (DJOG). Approximately 150 people attended what 
is hoped to be the first of many conferences. The intention of the 
day was to create a space that recognizes the diversity of Jewish 
perspectives, to movement-build within the progressive Jewish 
community, and to generate alternative discussions around 
issues not given their due in mainstream Jewish communities. It 
was an opportunity for those who are marginalized within these 
communities – for reasons of race, class, ability, gender, sexual 
identity, political beliefs or other factors – to come together to 
strategize, network and form projects.  

 On Saturday evening, October 25th, the conference began 
with the Jewish religious ritual of Havdalah, signifying the end 
of Shabbes. Following was Daniel Thau-Eleff’s acclaimed one 
man show “Good People, Bad Things.” The play is a 
personal/political monologue in which the playwright/activist 
wrestles with the question of evil. Topics included Adolph 
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Eichman and Nazism, Israel and Palestine, and gender violence 
in relationships. Sunday October 26th was a full day of 
workshops. The day opened with a panel discussion: “Doing 
Jewish Off the Grid After Gaza”. Speakers included Judy 
Rebick, renowned journalist, social justice activist, author and 
founder of rabble.ca; Dan Freeman-Maloy, activist, writer, and 
research student of Palestine Studies at the University of Exeter 
in England; Reena Katz, artist, multi-media designer, and 
educator working with Radiodress productions; and Rabbi 
Elizabeth Bolton, international speaker, performer, and teacher 
of interfaith dialogue addressing the challenges and imperatives 
facing progressive Jews in the wake of the recent assault on 
Gaza. Bolton also spoke on LGBTQI faith issues, and about the 
transformation of synagogue liturgy.  

 After the opening plenary, there were three sets of 
workshops. Themes included “Hasbara to the ‘New Historians’ –
Demythologizing Israel and Developing a Critical Perspective,” 
“A Text Study of Social Change,” “The Struggle for Social 
Justice from South Africa to Palestine,” “Jewish Identity, 
Whiteness and Race,” and “Singing the Yearnings of Our 
Hearts”. For a complete list of workshops and presenters, go to 
http://tiny.cc/aq5wqx.  

 The majority of those in attendance were under the age of 
34, all questioning or rethinking their relationship to the 
mainstream Jewish community. Most, if not all, favoured 
building activist bonds and working together in the future. Was 
doing Jewish Off the Grid a successful conference? We believe 
it was. Does this mean we are at a critical crossroads among 
progressive Jews in Toronto? We believe so. Does this mean we 
have to work hard, listen, and challenge ourselves to work with 
others with whom we may not agree on questions of politics, 
faith, and identity? Absolutely.  

 We owe this to our youth and to the future of progressive 
and diverse struggles to make the necessary links between 
movements, and to have a voice that is independent from the 
mainstream Jewish community.  

 What this means for the future has yet to be seen, but the 
organizers of DJOG are committed to working together in the 
future and plan to sponsor a second DJOG next year. In 
February of 2015, DJOG organizers will be co-sponsoring a 
fundraiser at Beit Zatoun [a downtown venue] around Tu 
B’Shvat. Updates on this event will be out soon. For more 
information or if you are interested in organizing, email: 
info@winchevskycentre.org.  

FROM HAMILTON 
By Lyn Center 

As mentioned in our last report, at our November brunch we 
enjoyed some episodes of the Israeli TV series, Arab Labor. It 
displays in a very warm and funny way the relationships on a 
human level of Arabs and Jews within Israel. You may be able 
to find the videos at a library, and they are also available online 
on YouTube – worth watching! Thanks to Paul Weinberg for 

suggesting this program, and to Ruth and Steve Levkoe for 
arranging the showing and welcoming us to their home. 

 There were 11 of us who celebrated Chanukah this year at 
my home, sharing various potato latke contributions and other 
tasty treats.  It was a good opportunity to meet friends and 
partners, and to share ideas in a comfortable way. 

 In the next month, we will again be gathering to schmooze 
and to talk about the future of progressive media. 

Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations  

UJPO National Board Discusses CSJO, Passes 
Resolutions 

By Henry Lowi, UJPO-Canada Vice President 

At the recent meeting of the UJPO-Canada Board of Directors 
on October 18th, we had a discussion of our relationship with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO), and 
adopted two resolutions.  

 In the discussion, Maxine Hermolin expressed the view that 
“CSJO is our most important affiliation”. I agree with her. CSJO 
are our co-thinkers in the USA. Dissident Jews, representing a 
secular and non-Zionist pole of the Jewish communities, need to 
reinforce each other. CSJO has affiliated groups in several US 
cities, some very small havurot, and some, like the Philadelphia 
organization, are virtual powerhouses. It is very important for us 
to network with and support such an important ally.  

 The highlight of CSJO activity is the annual Conference. 
This year’s Conference was held in Cleveland. I drove down 
with Max Wallace and Dana Lowi-Merri. Barbara Blaser and 
Sol Blaser also attended, travelling separately. The Conference 
program consisted of several workshops on social, cultural, and 
political topics, American and international. Both Max and I 
were invited to present workshops, and both were well-received.  

 One feature that I particularly enjoyed was the evening sing-
along. Dozens of people gather in a room with a guitarist. 
Everyone has a songbook. Everyone in turn gets to propose a 
song from the songbook, and then all sing the proposed song 
together. The evening sing-along is a wonderful team-building 
and community-building activity, that I hope we would adopt as 
part of our Fraytik Tsu Nakht and Camp Naivelt programs.  

 After the Conference, Barbara and I were elected to the 
CSJO Board.  

 All participants in our UJPO-Canada discussion, who had 
attended CSJO Conferences, were unanimously positive about 
CSJO. Members who have had less contact with CSJO are 
skeptical of the costs-benefits analysis. I proposed that we 
strengthen our association with CSJO, both nationally and from 
each section. Clearly, participation increases buy-in, and 
enhances the perceived benefits. We have much to offer CSJO, 
and much to gain from our participation. 

 There was further discussion of the funding model of CSJO 
which, in our view, needs to be strengthened in the direction of 
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fairness and transparency. Two motions were discussed, and 
passed, as follows: 

1. That UJPO-Canada and all its sections increase our 
involvement with CSJO, encourage all members and branches to 
enhance their relationship with CSJO, attend CSJO conferences, 
and write for CSJO publications. 

2. That UJPO-Canada and its sections renegotiate the CSJO 
affiliation model, so that affiliation fees of each affiliate be 
based on a percentage of that affiliate’s revenue from 
membership dues, and not a fixed amount.  

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 
Sidney “Mitzy” Dolgay 
1923 – 2014 
By David Abramowitz 

I was taken aback to learn, after the fact, that “Mitzy” died on 
December 25, 2014. The message on UJPO’s voice mail during 
the holidays wasn’t responded to as our office was closed. His 
burial, not in our cemetery, meant we were not personally called 
by the undertaker. 

 His parents, Annie and Max Dolgoy, were long-time Labour 
League/UJPO members whose Camp Naivelt cottage on Hill 3 
was a “social stop” for their family, friends and peers. 

 My generation never knew him as Sidney. His brother, the 
late Lenny, didn’t have a nick-name, but Sid was known as 
“Mitzy” to UJPOers. He and Lenny, students at our “shule” in 
the 1930’s, were members of its Morris Winchevsky School 
children’s mandolin orchestra. Mitzy, a professional electrician, 
devoted his life to culture and music. 

 He was one of the founders, singers, and the mando-cellist 
in Canada’s foremost folk singing group, The Travellers, from 
1953-1965. The group, which “Canadianized” the lyrics to “This 
Land Is Your Land”, appeared on every CBC popular or country 
music show as CBC had never experienced such a polished, 
popular folk group. We saw them on programs as diverse as 
“Haunted Studio” in 1954, “Cross-Canada Hit Parade” in 1955, 
“Juliette” and “Country Hoedown” in 1956 and “Front Page 
Challenge” in 1957. 

 In 1959 the Centre for Adult Education of the North 
Toronto YMCA (chaired by Mitzy), published its first issue of 
Sing and String subtitled “Folk Singing in Canada”; Mitzy was 
also the editor. 

 Mitzy’s severance from the Travellers in 1965 was 
acrimonious; he was subsequently permitted to participate at 
certain events though not in the front line. The story of the “what 
and why” this occurred is articulated in the video documentary 
“The Travellers: This Land Is Your Land” filmed during Camp 
Naivelt’s  75th anniversary festivities in 2001. Though it’s no 
longer commercially available, it is accessible, free, on YouTube 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyk6-VC4UgI for succeeding 
generations to enjoy! 

 After the Travellers’ episode, Sid became an entrepreneur. 
He headed his own company, Universal Performing Artists, 
managing musical performers; he brought the Vancouver group 
“3’s A Crowd” to Toronto booking them into Yorkville’s 
Riverboat Coffeehouse. As they travelled and regrouped Sid 
booked them till their break-up in 1968. With two concerned 
investors, Harvey Glatt and Sid Banks, wanting a return on their 
investment, Sid formed a new version of 3’s A Crowd. It 
travelled the Southern U.S. till its final performance in April 
1969 in Columbia, South Carolina. 

 
 The Travellers were performers at many Mariposa Folk 
Festivals from its very beginning. In 2005 the Mariposa Folk 
Foundation established the Mariposa Hall of Fame honouring 
those who made significant contributions to Mariposa’s storied 
past; the initial list of inductees included Sid. He subsequently 
became the Mariposa Folk Festival Board of Advisors’ 
honourary chairperson (see photo). 

 As time marched on Sid and his charming wife, Ida, moved 
into “PAL”, Performing Arts Lodge where many notable 
performers and stars retire, among them the renowned late 
Maureen Forester. In a video of Canada Day 2008 in Toronto’s 
St. James Park Bandshell, Mitzy leads “This Land Is Your 
Land” with side-singers Bob Rae and Councillor Pam 
McConnell (among others); the link is 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFa8_euiZ5g&feature=youtube_gd
ata&noredirect=1 
 Ever the entrepreneur, Mitzy curated and sponsored eleven 
Hootenannies at PAL, the last as recent as May 9, 2014. An 
excerpt from it featuring Sid can be viewed on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIiO2akZPp or     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNRUJ1I3OVA. 
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 He loved Canada. He believed that through music we can 
make the world a better place and that our common humanity 
mattered more than our differences. His death concludes a most 
colourful chapter in the folk music history of Canada. To Ida, his 
wife of 72 years, their children Myra, Marvin (Sharon), and 
grandchildren Jessica and Cody, please accept our profound 
condolences. We were privileged to know him: he lives on in 
our memories of moving cultural performances and animated 
tales of his experiences. 

 Memorial donations may be made to the Mariposa Folk 
Foundation through the donation page at 
https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/9817 or by phoning (705) 326-
3655. 

POETRY & SONG  
Musician Ola Belle Reed 

Introduction/Background 
by Dan Meaney 
 
When you hear two acts 
recently open their sets 
with the song “I've 
Endured”, something is 
going on. There is a 
renewed interest in the 
music and songs of Ola 
Belle Reed (1916-2002). 

She was a singer, songwriter and banjo player from North 
Carolina. Her songs speak of Appalachian life and traditions. 
Ola performed with family-based bands which included, at 
various times, her brothers, husband, and sons. She wrote many 
songs including “High on a Mountain” and “Only the Leading 
Role Will Do”. 

Many of her songs can be heard on YouTube. “I’ve 
Endured” is available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otqn2mXzr7w and several of her 
other songs are recorded there. 

I've Endured 

Born in the mountains fifty years ago 
I’ve trod the hills and valleys through the rain and snow 
I’ve seen the lightning flashing I’ve heard the thunder roll 
I’ve endured I’ve endured how long can one endure 

Barefoot in the summer on into the fall 
Too many mouths to feed they couldn’t clothe us all 
Sent to church on Sunday to learn the golden rule 
I’ve endured I’ve endured how long can one endure 

I’ve worked for the rich I’ve lived with the poor 
I’ve seen many a heartache there’ll be many a more 
Lived loved and sorrowed been to success’s door 
I’ve endured I’ve endured how long can one endure  

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Nessiya tova (have a good trip) to Ronnee Jaeger who has left 
for Israel until the end of May 2015. 

Mazl tov to Joyce Wayne who wrote the novel “The Cook’s 
Temptation”, set in Victorian England and published by Mosaic 
Press in 2013. She is currently working on a novel about Fred 
Rose, Communist politician and trade union organizer. 

Welcome back to Maxine Hermolin who has returned from her 
trip to Australia where she visited her son David and family. 

Happy January 16th birthday to David Abramowitz.   

Condolences to Mitzy Dolgay’s family (see Honourable Mentsh 
article on page 4). 

Thanks to Richard Lee for a wonderful talk, on January 11, to a 
packed hall on the topic “Are Humans Naturally Warlike?”, part 
of the Morris Winchevsky School Adult Education series. 

Thanks to all national sections of UJPO for  co-sponsoring and 
helping to organize the January 2015 speaking tour of Jeff 
Halper, co-founder and director of the Israeli Committee Against 
House Demolitions. Special thanks to Sam Blatt (Toronto), 
Mark Golden and Mark Etkin (Winnipeg) who were involved in 
the organizing, and to Ester Reiter for hosting a UJPO dinner for 
Jeff in Toronto.  

YIDDISH  
Yes, Arlo Guthrie is Jewish! 
By David Abramowitz 
Why is Arlo Jewish? 
Jewishness is passed from 
generation to generation 
matrilineally, and, as Arlo 
Guthrie’s mother Marjorie was 
Jewish (her parents were 
Isidore and Aliza Greenblatt), ergo so is Arlo. His grandmother 
was a Yiddish poet of considerable repute (watch for an article 
in a future issue). Isidore stopped speaking to Marjorie when she 
married Woody Guthrie, so, to get on Isidore’s better side, 
Woody studied Jewish history and heritage. It worked. 

 When interviewed in 2004 about his Jewish identity Arlo 
shared some little-known aspect of his youthful years. Arlo’s 
parents decided he should have a Bar Mitzvah, a “Hootenanny 
Bar Mitzvah”. Arlo later recalled it “was mostly a bunch of guys 
having fun, mostly my dad’s peers who had shown up…My dad 
was brought in from the hospital. Luckily for me the attention 
was on him, so I was spared.” In keeping with Woody’s heritage 
the coming of age celebration included Pete Seeger. A young 
rabbi was also hired to prepare Arlo.  

 The rabbi was Meir Kahane – yes, a while later the 
infamous founder of the neo-fascist, extremist Jewish Defense 
League, and its political party, Kach. Arlo described Kahane as a 
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“sweet young rabbi” and continued – “Rabbi Kahane was a 
really nice, patient teacher, but shortly after he gave me my 
lessons, he started going haywire. Maybe I was responsible.” 

 Arlo and his grandmother, his “bobbe”, were very close. 
Like Woody, she was an early anti-fascist, who fought for social 
justice and organized labour; they differed in her ardent 
Zionism. Arlo said that “She was a poet and song writer in her 
own right, and she immediately recognized Woody’s 
talent…They had a kinship of spirit, which I also had with her,” 
Arlo related. “She was the poet of the family, and her spirit was 
very close to mine.” 

 One gathers that his bobbe affected Arlo and his career 
immeasurably. He related “We would go to her home on Friday 
night for Shabbat dinner and she was a great cook. Nobody ever 
came close to her blintzes. She was also a very creative person, a 
great storyteller, and I loved her stories about growing up in 
Russia.  

 “She liked me as I was…She always thought I was funny 
and she took great pride in me. She was interested in everything 
I was interested in. You always hope that someone in your 
family feels that way about you...The first time I performed in 
Carnegie Hall she sat there in the middle of the front row and 
just kvelled (beamed with pride).” 

 Aliza was probably the motivation behind Woody’s 
Chanukah, Holocaust and Jewish children’s song lyrics which 
were almost lost. Woody's archives, overseen by Arlo’s sister 
Nora, contained a treasure of lyrics of these unrecorded songs on 
Jewish themes. They ranged from children’s holidays tunes 
(“Chanuka Tree”) to investigations of Old Testament and 
Talmudic themes (“What Will It Profit a Man?”). 

 Eleven years ago, in December 2004, Arlo, his son, Abe, 
guitarist Gordon Titcomb, and the  Klezmatics, (the six-piece 
renowned klezmer band which composed the music for the 
lyrics) performed Woody’s Jewish repertoire at the Los Angeles 
Music Centre, a wonderful tribute to his dad, his grandmother 
and his Jewish heritage. In 1967 the songs were recorded on a 
CD, “Happy Joyous Hanukkah”; to view their performance of 
Woody’s “Hanukkah Gelt” go to YouTube, type in “Klezmatics, 
Hanukkah Gelt”, and enjoy.  

Research from: 
http://www.jewishjournal.com/arts/article/a_jewish_visit_to_guthries_la
nd_20041203/  
http://articles.latimes.com/2004/dec/04/entertainment/et-guthrie4   
http://www.examiner.com/article/arlo-guthrie-s-bubbie 

CANADA 
NATO at the Heart of a New Cold War, Says 
Former Ambassador 
By James Bissett, Ottawa Citizen, September 9, 2014. 
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/defence-watch/nato-at-the-heart-
of-a-new-cold-war-says-former-ambassador  

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was meant to 
be a purely defensive organization. When the Brussels Treaty of 
1948 established the European Defence Alliance of five 
European countries, it was Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Louis St. Laurent, who proposed the alliance be expanded to 
include the United States and Canada. 

 One year later, in April 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) was born. The primary purpose of the 
new organization was to defend member states from any attack 
from the Soviet Union and to act in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

 NATO was born in the aftermath of the Second World War. 
Its founders were painfully aware that having reached the mid-
point of the 20th century there had already been two world wars 
and the dropping of the atom bomb on civilian cities. They were 
determined that war and violence should not become the norm in 
resolving disputes and it was in this spirit that Article I of the 
treaty was conceived. 

 Article I of the Treaty made this abundantly clear. It read: 

“The parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United 
Nations, to settle any international dispute in which they may be 
involved, by peaceful means in such a manner that international 
peace and security and justice are not endangered… and to 
refrain from the threat or use of force in any manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.” 

 For fifty years NATO was successful in deterring 
aggression against the West. A combination of conventional 
forces and the nuclear bomb created a mutual understanding that 
armed conflict between the two opposing powers was not an 
option. Critically important, however, was Article I itself 
because it was a guarantee to the Soviet Union that it would 
never be attacked by NATO forces. Article I acted as a safety 
blanket for the Soviets. 

 Ironically, the fall of the Soviet empire did not foretell the 
beginning of a new age of peace and security in Europe. On the 
contrary, the empire’s demise caused a crisis in NATO. After the 
Warsaw Pact armies had returned home, what was the 
justification of maintaining such an expensive and powerful 
military force in Europe? NATO’s response was – business as 
usual – a continuation of the Cold War. As the respected former 
United States Ambassador to Moscow, George F. Kennan wrote 
in 1987… “Were the Soviet Union, to sink tomorrow under the 
waters of the ocean, the American military-industrial complex 
would have to remain substantially unchanged until some other 
adversary could be invented. Anything else would be an 
unacceptable shock to the American economy.” Until his death 
Kennan continued to deplore NATO’s hostile encirclement of 
Russia. 

 In fact, NATO didn’t have to find another adversary; it just 
pretended nothing had changed and acted accordingly. NATO’s 
behaviour towards Russia speaks for itself; a record marked by 
duplicity, double standards and hypocrisy. One of its first acts 
was to convert the Alliance from a purely defensive organization 
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to one that could intervene militarily to resolve international 
disputes by force. The opportunity for this transformation 
occurred with the 78 day bombing of Serbia in March 1999 
carried out by NATO without authorization from the UN 
Security Council. Later, in violation of UN Resolution 1244 
reaffirming Serbia’s sovereignty over Kosovo, NATO 
recognized the unilateral declaration of Kosovo independence – 
declared without any pretence of a referendum. 

 During the bombing on NATO’s 50th birthday, US 
President Bill Clinton announced a new role for NATO – from 
now he declared, in effect, that NATO could intervene wherever 
and whenever it decided to do so. Article I of the treaty 
presumably had been nullified by Presidential decree. The 
NATO treaty had been turned upside down. In the same month 
NATO admitted Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic into 
NATO, thus breaking the promise made to Russian president 
Mikhail Gorbachev that if Russia allowed a united Germany into 
NATO, the organization would never expand eastward. 

 The current crisis in Ukraine threatens global security and at 
worst has the potential for nuclear catastrophe. At best it signals 
a continuation of the Cold War. Sadly, the crisis is completely 
unnecessary and the responsibility lies entirely in the hands of 
the United States-led NATO powers. The almost virulent 
propaganda onslaught blaming Russia for the instability and 
violence in Ukraine simply ignores reality and the facts. 

 NATO, spurred on by the United States, has been 
determined since the collapse of the Soviet Union to surround 
Russia with hostile NATO members. The first attempt to win 
Ukraine over to the West through the Orange Revolution in 2004 
failed but NATO kept trying and now has “let slip the dogs of 
war” on that unfortunate country. 

 It was inevitable that NATO’s expansion eastward would at 
some point run into hostile Russian reaction. The attack on 
South Ossetia in 2008 by the US armed and trained Georgian 
military was the last straw, and Russia finally showed its teeth 
and crushed the Georgian offensive in 48 hours. The Russians 
then added insult to injury by recognizing the independence of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. President Putin had warned that the 
illegal recognition of Kosovo independence would set a 
dangerous precedent and endanger the international framework 
of peace and security. Obviously his warning was unheeded and 
now the Cold War has started again. This was not supposed to 
happen. 

 It is time for the citizenry of the NATO countries to demand 
that the principles contained in the original NATO treaty be 
honoured and that Article I be followed. Bellicose statements, 
sanctions and other warlike moves (however futile) are not 
helpful in reaching a peaceful solution. NATO’s Secretary 
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen should stop threatening Russia 
and instead reaffirm to the world that Article 1 of the treaty will 
be enforced.  

(James Bissett is a former Canadian diplomat. He was Canada’s 
ambassador to Yugoslavia, Albania, and Bulgaria.) 

 

USA 
MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.  
20th CENTURY PROPHET 

[Ed. note: The following is comprised entirely of quotes from 
speeches by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., compiled by David 
Abramowitz and taken from 
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/23924.Martin_Luther_King_
Jr_?page=7 ] 

“I could never again raise my voice against the violence of the 
oppressed, without having first spoken clearly to the greatest 
purveyor of violence in the world today – my own government.”  

  “A nation that continues year after year to spend more 
money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death.” 

   “And one day we must ask the question, ‘Why are there 
forty million poor people in America?’ And when you begin to 
ask that question, you are raising questions about the economic 
system, about a broader distribution of wealth. When you ask 
that question, you begin to question the capitalistic economy.”  

 “A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question 
the fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies. 
... A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the 
glaring contrast of poverty and wealth. With righteous 
indignation, it will look across the seas and see individual 
capitalists of the West investing huge sums of money in Asia, 
Africa, and South America, only to take the profits out with no 
concern for the social betterment of the countries, and say, ‘This 
is not just.’ It will look at our alliance with the landed gentry of 
South America and say, ‘This is not just.’ The Western 
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arrogance of feeling that it has everything to teach others and 
nothing to learn from them is not just.”  

 “But today our very survival depends on our ability to stay 
awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and to face the 
challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands 
that we transform this world-wide neighborhood into a world-
wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as brothers or 
together we will be forced to perish as fools. 

 We must work passionately and indefatigably to bridge the 
gulf between our scientific progress and our moral progress. One 
of the great problems of mankind is that we suffer from a 
poverty of the spirit which stands in glaring contrast to our 
scientific and technological abundance. The richer we have 
become materially, the poorer we have become morally and 
spiritually.”  

 “A nation that continues year after year to spend more 
money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death.”  

 “Those who love peace must learn to organize as effectively 
as those who love war.”  

 “Wars are poor chisels for carving out peaceful tomorrows.”  

 “The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by 
the bad people but the silence over that by the good people.”  

 “The hope of a secure and livable world lies with 
disciplined nonconformists who are dedicated to justice, peace 
and brotherhood.” 

 “We’ve learned to fly the air like birds, we’ve learned to 
swim the seas like fish, and yet we haven’t learned to walk the 
Earth as brothers and sisters...”  

 “When we look at modern man, we have to face the 
fact...that modern man suffers from a kind of poverty of the 
spirit, which stands in glaring contrast to his scientific and 
technological abundance.” 

 “An individual has not started living until he can rise above 
the narrow confines of his individualistic concerns to the broader 
concerns of all humanity.” 

 “There is nothing more dangerous than to build a society 
with a large segment of people in that society who feel that they 
have no stake in it; who feel that they have nothing to lose. 
People who have a stake in their society, protect that society, but 
when they don’t have it, they unconsciously want to destroy it.” 

 “I’m concerned about a better world. I’m concerned about 
justice; I’m concerned about brotherhood; I’m concerned about 
truth. And when one is concerned about that, he can never 
advocate violence. For through violence you may murder a 
murderer, but you can’t murder murder. Through violence you 
may murder a liar, but you can’t establish truth. Through 
violence you may murder a hater, but you can’t murder hate 
through violence. Darkness cannot put out darkness; only light 
can do that.”  

 “Nothing good ever comes of violence.”  

 “The choice is not between violence and nonviolence but 
between nonviolence and nonexistence.”  

 “The hope of a secure and livable world lies with 
disciplined nonconformists who are dedicated to justice, peace 
and brotherhood.” 

 “We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We 
are confronted with the fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding 
conundrum of life and history, there is such a thing as being too 
late. This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time 
for vigorous and positive action.”  

MIDDLE EAST 
Israel’s Two-faced Government 
It is hard to grasp why the United States continues to placate 
Netanyahu, the prime minister who has done everything he could 
to sabotage relations with it. 
Haaretz Editorial, Dec. 11, 2014 
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.631096 

Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon has shown his true colors. In 
an address to students at the Mekor Haim yeshiva in Gush 
Etzion, Ya’alon said he wished to expand settlement 
construction, and refrained from doing so for fear of the 
American administration’s displeasure.  

 Ya’alon, who was recorded by Army Radio, told his 
listeners, “This administration will not last forever.” He also 
took pride in the 20,000 Israelis who had moved to the 
settlements over the past year, saying, “No other place in Israel 
has had such an increase.”  

 In other words, the defense minister is waiting for Barack 
Obama’s administration to be replaced so that construction for 
the settlers can be expanded to even greater dimensions than 
their current ones.  

 Right after Ya’alon’s statements were made public, it was 
learned that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would be 
traveling to the United States early next week for an urgent 
meeting with Secretary of State John Kerry. The purpose of the 
meeting is to coordinate with the United States in preparation for 
the upcoming vote in the UN Security Council on the proposed 
resolution calling for an end to the occupation in the West Bank 
within two years.  

 These are the two faces of the State of Israel’s outgoing 
government, and this is its duplicitous nature: On the one hand, 
the defense minister, who longs for the replacement of the 
American administration, hopes to build more and more 
settlements to ruin the last chance for the two-state solution. On 
the other hand, the prime minister urgently asks the same 
administration for help in scuttling the Palestinian initiative to 
end the occupation, using the accepted Israeli claim that 
unilateral measures are not helpful to the peace process.  

 It is hard to grasp why the United States continues to placate 
Netanyahu, the prime minister who has done everything he 
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could to sabotage relations with it. It is even harder to grasp how 
Israel dares come out against the Palestinian initiative even as it 
does everything possible to leave the Palestinian Authority with 
no alternative. After all, Israel continues to build in the 
settlements, which is perhaps the most unilateral move 
imaginable.  

 Here are the Netanyahu government’s true intentions: to 
build recklessly in the territories, to sabotage relations with the 
United States and to call for its help whenever the Palestinians 
take political measures in the international arena. That has been 
the policy of the Netanyahu government, which led Israel to a 
dead end. That is why he must be removed from power with all 
urgency. 

INTERNATIONAL 
After Chávez: The Maduro Government and 
the ‘Economic War’ in Venezuela  
By Steve Ellner, Socialist Project, December 30, 2014 
This is an edited version of the original article which was first 
published on the New Left Project website. The full article is 
available at http://www.socialistproject.ca/bullet/1063.php#continue 

Nearly two years after the death of Hugo Chávez, the key 
question that many on the left are debating, in Venezuela and 
elsewhere, is whether his successors have been true to his 
legacy, or whether the ‘revolutionary process’ initiated more 
than a decade ago has now stalled or even been thrown into 
reverse. The recent emergence of a number of pressing problems 
has convinced some Chavistas that the revolution has either been 
betrayed or, at best, that President Nicolás Maduro is severely 
lacking in Chávez’s political acumen. High on the list of 
difficulties are the chronic shortages of numerous consumer 
goods and products, including basic ones, as well as an annual 
inflation rate of over 60 per cent. Both of these, Maduro claims, 
are part of an ‘economic war’ being waged by powerful interests 
to destabilize Venezuela. The government's difficulties include 
the universally recognized problem of corruption. 

 Of course, these scourges were also prevalent under Chávez, 
but with less intensity, and in any case he faced them head on. 
His response to the shortages of basic commodities – which 
became particularly severe in 2007, influencing the outcome of 
the referendum on proposed constitutional reform – was to 
decree widespread expropriations. In 2009 he faced the problem 
of corruption that led to a major financial crisis by jailing at least 
16 bankers, including the brother of a trusted cabinet minister, 
and ordering the arrest of over 40 others who fled the country, 
while at the same time nationalizing 13 banks. 

 Radical Chavistas point out that Maduro is lacking in 
audacity of this type. They criticize, for instance, the decision to 
replace the Chavista slogan ‘Chávez Lives, the Struggle 
Continues!’ with ‘Chávez Lives, the Homeland Continues!’ as 
indicative of political retreat and a lessening of the leadership’s 

revolutionary fervour. One Chavista radical concluded that, 
given this type of rhetorical modification, ‘Chávez is facing a 
second death.’[1] The radicals also questioned the rationale 
behind the proposed ‘peace dialogue’ with opposition leaders 
and the business sector, designed to control the violent protests 
that shook Venezuela in early 2014. They were convinced that 
underlying these conversations were concessions to the historical 
enemies of the Bolivarian revolution. Antonio Aponte and Toby 
Valderrama, an ex-guerrilla of the 1960s whom Maduro has 
attacked personally, wrote “It’s time for self-criticism: we 
wanted to avoid sacrifices and so we extended our hand to the 
bourgeoisie, the enemies of peace... we wanted to control the 
capitalist monster that is uncontrollable.”[2] 

How to Evaluate this Stage? 
 These critiques raise the question of how to evaluate a 
government committed to taking the gradual democratic road to 
far-reaching change in the context of extreme polarization and 
conflict. Is a period of lull in the deepening of change, including 
compromises with adversaries, necessarily a sign that all has 
been lost, as those who invoke the term ‘permanent revolution’ 
often argue? Certainly, history is replete with examples of 
governments committed to structural transformation that, after 
initial advances, begin to backslide and end up completely 
abandoning the struggle. On the other hand, Lenin’s slogan of 
‘one step backwards to take two steps forward’ (in reference to 
the New Economic Policy, 1921) may be applicable to 
Venezuela under Maduro, as some Chavista moderates suggest. 
Finally, what are the issues we should be looking at in 
evaluating the Maduro government’s claim to have inherited 
Chávez’s revolutionary mantle? And what are the issues that are 
not particularly germane to this discussion but that some on the 
left are raising in a misguided attempt to define the ideological 
orientation of the Maduro government? 

 What has the Maduro government done right and has it gone 
far enough? 

 One of the keys to Chávez's political success was his 
strategy of taking advantage of each electoral and non-electoral 
victory by immediately carrying out measures that deepened the 
process of change, initiating new stages in the transformation of 
the country, and weakening adversaries. Thus several electoral 
victories during Chávez’s first two years in office set the stage 
for controversial anti-neoliberal legislation in November 2001, 
including an agrarian reform and nationalistic oil law. The defeat 
of the coup and general strike in 2002-2003 created conditions 
that made Chávez’s announced commitment to combating 
imperialism politically feasible. Similarly his defeat of the recall 
election in 2004 led to Chávez’s declaration of socialism as his 
principal goal. His re-election in 2006 with the highest 
percentage of votes in Venezuela’s modern history paved the 
way for his nationalization of telecommunications, electricity, 
steel, cement and other strategic industries. 

 In 2014, Maduro broke with this radicalization strategy. In 
May, the government emerged victorious after three months of 
civil disobedience and urban violence (known as the 
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‘guarimba’) with the stated aim of overthrowing Maduro. In the 
aftermath, however, the government failed to seize the 
opportunity to initiate further change, and instead continued to 
call on the opposition to engage in dialogue in order to ensure 
stability. 

A Mixed Scorecard 

 In summary, while Maduro has sometimes lacked Chávez’s 
political instincts and his actions have not been successful in 
checking inflation, he has demonstrated a firm commitment to 
confronting business abuses unmatched by the governments of 
more advanced capitalist nations in recent decades. 
Nevertheless, the Maduro government can be faulted for 
slowness in responding to the exchange rate problem that has 
reached crisis proportions. Within the Chavista movement, the 
debate around various proposals designed to get the exchange 
rate under control is largely devoid of broader ideological 
significance. 

 More worrisome, and indicative of a growing intolerance, is 
the significant number of critical Chavistas who have had their 
programs removed from state-run radio and television. Given the 
government’s mixed performance, the Chavista leadership 
should expect and tolerate sharp criticism from within their 
movement’s ranks. A first step in the direction of a much-needed 
pluralism would be to separate at least part of the leadership of 
the PSUV from the state, that is, the cabinet ministers and 
governors who currently control the party. Indeed, social 
movement leaders do not currently occupy top party positions. 
Correcting this imbalance would provide venues for ‘self-
criticism’ from below. Most important, Chavista leaders should 
recognize both in discourse and actions that criticism from 
within the movement is not part of the problem but rather part of 
the solution. At the same time, the radical Chavistas, regardless 
of the veracity of their criticisms, exaggerate when they point to 
the government’s errors and the problems the country faces as 
proof that revolutionary goals have been abandoned and claim 
the process of change is fully in reverse. • 

Steve Ellner has taught economic history at the Universidad de 
Oriente in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela since 1977. He is the 
editor of Latin America’s Radical Left: Challenges and 
Complexities of Political Power in the Twenty-First Century 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2014). 

Endnotes: 

1. Evaristo Marcano, “Chávez frente a una segunda muerte y 
desde la revolución.” Aporrea, September 9, 2014. 

2. Valderrama and Aponte, “La socialdemocracia proveedora y 
su fracaso inevitable,” Aporrea , October 30, 2014. 

Guatemala Ex-Police Official 
Convicted in 1980 Embassy Siege 
By Associated Press, January 20, 2015. 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-
2917771/Guatemala-ex-police-official-convicted-1980-embassy-
siege.html#ixzz3PTVM3Xdk  
A Guatemalan court has sentenced a former police official to 90 
years in prison for the killings of 37 people more than three 
decades ago when the Spanish Embassy burned down during this 
Central American nation’s bloody civil conflict. 

 The court on Monday found Pedro Garcia Arredondo, a 
former special investigations chief for the Sixth Commando of 
the National Police, guilty of homicide and crimes against 
humanity for ordering officers to keep anyone from leaving the 
diplomatic mission as it burned. 

 Among those killed in the blaze was Vicente Menchu, father 
of 1992 Nobel peace laureate Rigoberta Menchu. 

 Menchu applauded the ruling. “We need to create hope and 
justice, even if just a drop of it, and this is an example that 
shows we can go to the justice system and work with it,” she 
said. 

 Protesters from Indian, student, peasant, labor and other 
groups had taken over the embassy to call attention to massacres 
during the 1960-96 civil war. Police surrounded and sealed the 
facility. 

 Arredondo had proclaimed his innocence. 

 At least 245,000 people died or disappeared in Guatemala’s 
36-year armed conflict, according to a U.N. report.  
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